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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 

On the Illuminees *, and the different Works whereon 
theje Memoirs are grounded. 

The third conlpiracy, which I am now about to 
inveftigate, is that of the Atheiftical Hluminees 3 
which at my outfet j- I denominated the confpiracy 
of the Sopbifters of Impiety and Anarchy againft 
every religion natural or revealed j not only againft 
kings, but againft every government, againft all civil 
fociety , even againft all property whatjoever. 

The name of Illuminee which this Se£t (the 
moft difaftrous in its principles, the moft extenfive 
in its views, the moft atrocioufly cunning in its 

* The Tranflator thinks it proper to inform the Reader, 
that, confidering how much the abufe of terms, fuch as of 
Philojiphy, Rea/on, &c. &c. has contributed to diffufe the 
new-fangled do&rines, he has adopted in the prefent volume 
(which may be faid to be the firft methodical work publifhed 
on the fubjeft of which it treats) the words Illuminee, Alumi- 
nize, and Aluminization, though Illuminate and Illumination 
might perhaps be more correft expreffions. Every reader will 
feel, that the illumination df the world, and to illuminate 
mankind, are objects worthy df the true philofopher. But may 
the man be ever accurft who lhall attempt to illuminize his 
countrymen, or aim at the Aluminization of the world. Trans. 

t Vol. I, Page xxii. 
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means) has chofen, is of ancient {landing in the 
annals of diforganizing Sophiftry. It was the name 
( which Manes and his* difciples fir ft affefted, glo- 
riantur Manichai Je de ccelo illuminatos* . The firft 
Roficrucians alfo, who appeared in Germany, 
called themfelvcs Illuminees. And later, in our 
time, the Martinijis (with many other Setts) have 
pretended to Illuminifm. As an outline for hiftory 
I diftinguilh them by , their plots and tenets, and 
will reduce them into two clafles, the Atbeijlical 
and the Theofopbical Illuminees. Thefe latter more 
particularly comprehend the Martinijis, whom I 
have already mentioned in my fccond volume, and 
the Swedenbourgians , whom 1 lhall mention in their 
proper place, where alfo I lhall give what in- 
formation I have been able to collett relating to 
them. The Atheijtical Illuminees are the objetts 
of the prefent volume, and it is their conlpiracy 
that I mean to difclofe. 

The very numerous letters, books, and manu- 
feripts, which I have received, fince the publi- 
cation of my propofals, has rendered it impolfible 
for me to comprife the propofed inveftigation in 
one volume. The baleful projetts of the Sett and 
the laws for their execution are fo ftrangely com- 
bined, that I thought it necefiary to begin by 
making my reader perfettly acquainted with its 


b 


* Gaultier, Verbo Manic h/bi, Seft. 3. 
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code ; ‘that is to fay, with the regular progrelfion 
of its degrees, myfteries, and government. 

This alone requiring an entire volume, I am 
reduced to the neceffity of giving a fourtb> in 
which I lhall develope the hiftory of Illuminifm, 
and make an application of the triple confpiracy 
to the French Revolution. I have more particu- 
larly applied myfelf to the inveftigation of the 
legiflative part of this confpiring Sedt, as no work 
has yet been publilhed in which the whole of 
their code is to be found. Detached parts only 
were to be met with fcattered throughout the papers 
which had been feized by the public authority. 
Thefe I have collected and digefted j thus enabling 
the reader more eafily to judge what has been and 
what mull have been the refult of fuch laws. In 
fuch an undertaking, I feel myfelf bound to lay 
before the public an account of the documents on 
which I ground my proofs. The following then is 
a lift of the principal works, with a few obferva- 
tions on each, that the reader may form his own 
judgment as to their authenticity. 

I. The firft is a collection entitled “ Some of 
t( the Original W ritings of the Sedt of Illuminees, 
“ which were difcovered on the nth and 12th of 
“ Odtober, 1786, at Landlhut, on a fearch made 
“ in the Houle of the Sieur Zwack, heretofore 
<f Counfcllor of the Regency j and printed by 
A3 “ Order 
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“ Order of His Highnels the Eledtor.-— Munich, 
“ by Ant. Franz, Printer to the Court*.” 

II. The fecond is a fupplement to the Original 
Writings, chiefly containing thofe which were 
found on a fearch made at the caftle of Sanders- 
dorf, a famous haunt of the Illuminees, by order of 
His Highnefs the Eledlor, Munich, 1787-^. 

Thele two volumes contain irrefragable proofs 
of the mod deteftable confpiracy. They difclofe 
the principles, the obje£t, and the means of the 
Sedtj the efiential parts of their code, the dili- 
gent correlpondence of the adepts, particularly 
that of their chief, and a ftatement of their pro- 
grefs and future hopes. The editors indeed have 
carried their attention fo far, as to mention by 
whofe hand the principal documents or letters 
were written. At the beginning of the firft vo- 
lume, and on the frontifpiece of the fecond, is 
feen the following remarkable advertifement by 
order of the Eledtor — “ Thofe who may har- 
bour any doubt as to the authenticity of this 

* Einige original fchriften des Uluminaten Ordens, wekhe 
bey dem gewefenen regjerungfrath Zwack, durch vorgennom- 
jnene haus vilitation zu Landfhut den 11 und 12 Oftob. 1786, 
yorgefunden wq^den. Auf hochften befehl feiner churfurftli- 
chen Durchleucht zum druck befordert. Mpnchen. Gedruckt 
bey Ant Franz churl): hof-buch-drucker. 

•J- Nachrichten von weitern Original fchriften, Ac. Ac. 

" col- 
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“ collection have only to apply to the office 
“ where the fecret archives are kept at Munich, 

“ and where orders are left to fhow the origi- 
w nalsV’ 

1 entreat that my readers will recolleCt this ad- 
vertifement whenever they lhall fee the Original 
Writings cited. 

III. “ The True Illumines , or the real and per- 
tc feCt Ritual of the Illuminee ; comprehending the 
t( Preparation , the Novictate t the Minerval De- 
K gree t that of the Minor and Major Illuminee , all 
c * without addition or omiffion.” — With refpeCt 
to the authenticity of this work, we need only 
quote the teftimony of the Baron Knigge, fur- 
named Philo t the moft famous of the Illuminees 
after the Founder of the SeCt; and who was 
actually the chief compiler of its Code, as he 
tells us himfelf: “ All thefe degrees (fays he)* 
u fuch as I compofed them, have been printed 
“ this year at Edejfe (Frankfort on the Mein) 
** under the title of the True Illuminee. I am ig- 
“ norant of the author; but they appear exactly 
“ as they flowed from my pen ; that is to fay, as I 
** compiled themf.” This certainly is an au« 


* Wer an der aechtheit diefer veWammlung einen zweifel 
tragt, magfich nur bey den hiefigen geheimen archiv mclden, 
allwo man ihm die nrichrifiten felbft vorzulegen befehliget 
ifl. Miinchen 26 Marz 1787. 

f Pbilo’t findliclie erklarung. Sec. Page 96. 

A 4 thenticated 
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thcnticated document on the. Sell, and recognized 
by the compiler himfelf. 

. IV. I now proceed to a work which was pub- 
lifted by this fame Philo, under the title of “ Loft 
“ Objervations , or Laft Words of Philo, and Anfwers 
<f to divers queftions on my conne&ions with the 
,c Illuminees.” In this work P£/7o-Knigge gives 
us an account of himfelf and of his Illuminifm, of 
his agreements with the chiefs of the Se£t, and 
pf his labours for it. His vanity, however, makes 
this narrative fulfome. The reader will obferve 
in his writings one of thofe pretended Philofo- 
phers who treat all religious objects with that 
contempt which they themfelves deferve. This 
is of no confequence j he attempts to juftify his 
pwn conduit j his avowals may therefore be re- 
ceived in teftimopy againft the Se£t. X 

V. “ The laft Works of Spartacus and Philo 
Vie neuften Arbeiten des Spartacus and Philo. Ex- 
cept the Original Writings, this is the moft intelli- 
gent and important work that has been publifted 
on the Illuminees. It contains the two degrees of 
the greateft con fide ration both on account of the 
myfteries revealed in them by the Seit, and of 
the laws laid down for the adepts.— Not a ftadow 
of doubt can be maintained as to the authenticity 
of this work. Thefe degrees and laws are pub- 
lifted with a certificate of Philo attefting their 
conformity with the original, and under the feal 

of 
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of the Order. This certificate was fcarcely necef- 
fary. Whoever can read mutt eafily perceive that 
thefe degrees and thefe laws are no other than a 
compilation, and often (in the moft effential parts) 
but a copy of the difeourfes, precepts, and prin- 
ciples, contained in the Original Writings. The 
publither is a man who has palled through all the 
degrees of Illuminifm. More dexterous than Philo, 
he makes himfelf mailer of his fecret, and of that 
of the whole Sedl. The better to unmalk Illumi- 
nifm, he becomes an Illuminee ; and he has fo well 
fucceeded, that no member of the Order was bet- 
ter acquainted with it than himfelf. 

VI. The fame writer has publilhcd A Critical 
Hijlory of the Degrees of Illuminifm , a valuable 
work, in which every thing is proved from the 
very letters of the grand adepts. 

VII. The Directing Illuminee , or the Scotch 
Knight. This may be faid to be the counterpart 
of the Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus. It is a 
defeription of the moll important intermediary 
degree of Illuminifm. The Editor does not in- 
deed publilh it under the fignet of the Order j but 
when the reader has compared it with the Original 
Writings , and even with the critic ifm on it by the 
chief, who was not much pleafed with the com- 
piler, he willfoon decide that the grand feal of the 
Order is not neceffary to authenticate it. 

VIII. Re- 
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VIII. Remarkable Depojitions rejpefting the llln- 
minees. Thcfe are three juridical depofitions on 
oath, and figned ift by Mr. CoJandy> Canon and 
Profeffor at Munich j 2dly by Mr. Renner , Prieft 
and Profeffor of the fame Academy j 3 dly by 
Mr. Utzjcbneider , Counfellor of the Electoral 
Chambers 4thly by Mr. George Griimberg y a mem- 
ber of the Academy of Sciences,, and Profeffor 
of Mathematics. As every thing is juridical in 
thefe depofitions, it would be ufelefs for me to 
infift on the weight they muft carry with them. 
Thefe were four pupils, who did not wait to be 
initiated in the grand myfteries of the Seft to form 
their judgement on, and to quit the Se£t. They 
were cited at a tribunal to declare all they knew, 
and they anfwered with moderation and truth. 
Their depofitions will find a place in the hiftorical 
part of this work. 

IX. The dplogies publilhed by lbmc of the 
leaders of the Se<£t are alfo to be claffed among 
the incontrovertible evidence which we have ac- 
quired. Thefe gentlemen will not be expefted to 
have aggravated their own wickednefs. 

X. The lift would be endlefs were I to fubjoin 
all the works that have been written againft the 
Seft. But I muft diftinguifh in this place the 
works of Mr. Hoffman , Profeffor at the Univerfity 
of Vienna. I am but little acquainted with thofe 

of 
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of Dodor Zimmerman, though I have been in- 
formed by letter, that he furniflied many valuable 
articles in a journal publiflied at Vienna, and 
* chiefly directed againft the Sed. 1 often find Mr, 
Stark ' s name mentioned as a ftrenuous opponent 
of the Sed. I have feen no publication with his 
name to it, except an Apology in Anfwer to the 
Calumnies of the Sed, which it continues to re- 
peat, notwithftanding the vidorious manner in 
which he has anlwered them. 

Among the anonymous writings I find an an- 
cellent work entitled the Ultimate fate of the Free - 
mafons ( Endlicbes fcbickfal des Frey-maurer Or.dens ), 
It is a difeourfe pronounced at the breaking-up of 
a Freemafon’s Lodge. The writer of this dif- 
eourfe gives an excellent ftatement of the reaions 
why the Lodges ihould fuipend their labours iince 
Illuminifm had intruded itfelf into Mafonry. I 
believe he would have pronounced this difeourfe 
much fooner, had he known that all Lodges were 
not fo pure as his own. 

I have alfo perufed the Biographical Fragments 
of the Sieur Bode , a famous Illuminee ; thefe will 
be very ufeful in our Hiftorical Volume. As to 
numberlefs other works which I have read on the 
fame fubjed, it will fuffice to give the tides of 
them when quoted. I have laid more than .enough 
to (how that I am not in the dark with refped to 
the fubjed on which I am writing. 

0 
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I could wifh to exp refs my gratitude to thofe 
virtuous men who, by their correfpondence, and 
the memorials which they have fent me, have 
greatly (advanced my undertaking. But open ex- 
preflionsof fuch a gratitude would prove fatal to 
them. To have cbntributed to the public utility 
is a lufficient reward for their virtue j and if my 
work is not fo perfect as it ought to be, it arifes 
not from any want of energy in their endeavours. 

I find myfelf much againft my will obliged to 
anfwer certain objettions which my T ranflator has 
made, and which will, doubtlefs, be repeated by 
many ’other readers, grounded on the work of 
Mr. Robifon, entitled Proofs of a Confpiracy againft 
all the Religions and Governments of Europe , &c, 
&c. That work was publilhed juft as this Third 
Volume was going to the prefs. Its author had 
not then met with my two firft Volumes •, but in 
a fecond Edition he is pleafed to mention them in 
his Appendix. I. am much flattered by his ap- 
probation, heartily congratulate him on the zeal 
he has himfelf Ihown in combating the public 
enemy, and am happy to fee that he has wrought 
on the bell: materials. Without knowing it, we have 
fought for the fame caufe with the fame arms, and 
purfued the fame courle j but the public are on 
the eve of feeing our refpedtive quotations, and 
will obferve a remarkable difference between 
them. I fear left we Ihould be put in competition 

with 
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with each other, and the caufe of truth fuffer in 
the conflict. 1 entreat the reader to obferve, that 
thefe differences arife from the different methods 
followed by him and myfelf. Mr. Robifon has 
adopted the eafieft, though the moft hazardous 
method. He combines together in one paragraph 
what his memory may have compiled from many, 
and fometimes makes ufe of the expreffions of the 
German author when he thinks it neceflary. Be- 
fide, he has feen much, and read much, and re* 
lates it all together in the paragraphs marked by 
inverted Commas. The warning he has given in 
his preface will not fuffice to remove the objec- 
tions of fome readers. In fbme paflages he has 
even adopted as truth certain affertions which the 
correlpondence of the Illuminees evidently de- 
monftrate to have been invented by them againft 
their advcrfaries, and which in my Hiftorical Vo- 
lume I fhall be obliged to treat in an oppofite 
fenfe. Nor will I pretend to fay, that Illuminifm 
drew its origin from Mafonry j for it is a fa£t de- 
monftrated beyond all doubt, that the founder of 
Illuminifm only became a Mafon in 1777, and that 
two years later than that he was wholly unacquaint- 
ed with the myfteries of Mafonry *. , 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 6, to Ajax— Ibid. Let. 
36, to M. C. Porcius— and the firft Pages of the Critical Hif- 
tory of the Degrees. 
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I know perfectly well, that this will not make 
Illuminifm ltfs difaftrous j neverthelefs I am obliged 
to differ from Mr. Robifon when mating on that 
fubjeCt, aswell asonfome other articles. — So much 
for objections ; here is my reply. 

In the firft place Mr. Robifon and I always 
agree as to the effential faCts and the Confpiracy of 
the Illuminized Lodges ; we alfo agree on their 
maxims and degrees; and this mull; be fufficient to 
convince the reader. 

In the next place, in his general view of the 
5eCt he has obferved its deteftable and molt dan- 
gerous principles. Like a traveller he has feen 
the 

Monitrum horrendunt, informe, ingens • • • 

But he has not defcribed its forms, its manners, 
and its habits. Nor would it be very prudent to 
rejedt his narrative becaufe fome few circumftan- 
ces are not perfectly authenticated, or becaufe here 
and there fome want of order may be obfervable. 

In Ihort, if we except one or two letters, which 
may be faid to be tranflations, all the other quo- 
tations (though in the form of letters) cannot be 
called fo, for they are not to be found in the let- 
ters of the Illuminees. They are Extracts from 
different parts, all brought together under one 
headt Mr. Robifon has given them to the public 
in his own ftile, and fometimes makes the Illu- 
minees fpeak in clearer terms than is done in the 

Originals. 
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Originals. His addition in the Tranflation of the 
famous letter from Spartacus to Marius, page 
165-6*, has given' rife to numberlefs queftions, 
liow the — even d — . was expreffed in the German 
text. A parenthefis follows ( can this mean death ? ) 

I was obliged to anfwer that the even d — , as well 
as the parenthefis, were additions ; but at the 
fame time that they were not additions contrary to 
the fenfe of the letter. I could willingly have at- 
tributed thefe deviations to a difference in the 
editions of the Original Writings j but a new 
work mull be fuppofed, as well as new letters, to 
juftify the quotations, and all Germany muff have 
noticed fuch changes. In the firft place, the Court 
of Bavaria would have protefted againft fuch a 
fuppofition, as the Original Writings could not 
have coincided with an addition fo diffimilar; next, 
the Illuminees who have not fpoken in fuch clear 
language, though clear enough in their letters; in 
fine the authors who have combated Illuminifm, 
and whofe quotations all exactly agree with the 
Edition of Munich. The Pages may change in 
different Editions; but whole Letters and Dif- 
courfes cannot, efpecially when the public may, as 
we have feen above, have accefs to the Originals. 

As for myfelf, whofe name cannot be expefted to 
have fuch authority as Mr. Robifon’s, I have taken 
all the precautions of which I felt myfelf to ftand 

• .See Page 4, of this Volume. 
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in need *. I never make a quotation but with the 
Original before me ; and when I tranflate any paf- 
fage which may dagger the reader, I fubjoin the 
original, that each may explain and verify the 
text. I follow the fame line of conduit when I 
compare the different teftimonies. 1 never men- 
tion a fingle law in the Code without having the 
original before me, or the practice of it to vouch 
for my aflertion. Hence it will be perceived, that 
we are not to be put in competition with each 
other; Mr. Robifon taking a general view while 
I have attempted to defcend into particulars : as to 
the fubftance we agree. 1 heartily congratulate 
him on his zeal in combating the monfter; and. 
though we do not agree in certain particularities, 
we both evince the monftrous nature of the Se6t, 
and the certainty of its horrible Confpirhcies. 

* I am alfo afraid the difference that exifts between the 
degrees of Rdficrucian, of which Mr. Robifon is in pofleffion, 
and thofe which I have mentioned, may give rife to argu- 
ment. I anfwer, iff. That I am acquainted with three de- 
grees of Rolicrucians, very different in themfelves; adly. 
That the Cathechifins, Queftjons, and Rituals for the fame 
degree greatly differ in different countries : 3dly. That I have 
fallowed the works of Mr. VAble Le Franc, which Mr. Ro- 
bifon has quoted : 4thly. That Mr. Robifon allows the de- 
gree of Knights of the Sun as defcribed by me to be fimilar to 
that which he is in poffeffion of. Since the publication of my 
Second Volume, I have received an account of the fame de- 
gree which coincides with what I had faid, and this degree is 
a fufiicient ground for all that Mr. Robifon or myfelf'have af- 
ferted on the attack carried on by Mafonry againft Religion 
and Governments. THE 
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CHAP. I. 

Spartacus-Weijhaupt , Founder of the IHutninees, 

There fometimes appear men formed with- Spamcos 
fuch unhappy difpofitions, that we are led to con * 
fider them in no other view than as emanations 
from the evil genius, bereft by the avenging God 
Of the power of doing good. Imbecil in the iphere 
of wifdom, fuch mein are only efficient in the arts 
of vice and deftrudtionj they are ingenious in thole 
conceptions, Ikilful in that cunning, and fruitful in 
thofe refources which enable them defpotically to 
reign in the fchools of falfehood, depravity, and 
wickednels. In competition with the Sophifters, 
thefe men will lurpafs them in the arts of exhibiting 
error in falfe and delulive colours j of dilguiling 
the vicious paffions under the malk of virtue j 
and of clothing impiety in the garb of Philofophy. 

In the den of conlpirators they are pre-eminent 
by the atrocity of their deeds j they excel in the 
Vot. III. B arts 
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arts of preparing revolutions, and of combining 
the downfal of the Altar with that of Empires. 
If their career be ever impeded, it is only when 
' they approach the paths of virtue and of real fei- 
ence. When Heaven in its wrath permits a being 
of this fpecies to appear on the earth, it has only 
to put nations within the Iphere of his activity, 
and it will be awfully avenged. 

With fuch qualities, and under fuch aufpices, 
was born in Bavaria, about the year 1748, Adam 
Weishaupt, better known in the annals of the 
Se& by the name of Spartacus. To the eternal 
1 IHame of his Serene protestor, this impious man, 
heretofore Profeflor of Law at the Univerfity of 
Ingblftadt, but now banifhed from his country as a 
trailer to his Prince: and to the whole univerfe, 
peacefully at' the Court of Emeft Lewis, Duke of 
Saxe Gotha, enjoys an afylum, receives a penfion 
from the public treafury, and is dignified with the 
tide of Honorary Counfellor to that Prince. 

^n odious phenomenon in nature, an Atheift 
Void of remorle, a profound hypocrite, deftitute 
of thole fbperior talents which lead to the vindi- 
cation of truth, he is poflfeffed of all that energy 
and ardour in vice which generates confpirators 
fpr impiety and anarchy. Shunning, like the ill- 
boding owl, the genial rays of the fon, he wraps 
around him the mantle of darknefs f and hiftory 
ihall record Of him, as of the evil fpirit, only the 
‘ black 
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black deeds which he planned of executed. Of 
mean birth, hb youth was palled in obfeurity* 
and but a (ingle trait of his private life has pierced 
the cloud in which he had enveloped himfelf*— but 
it is one of hateful depravity and of the mod con* 
furhmate villainy <— Irtceftuous Sophifter ! it was the 
widow of his brother whom he feduced.—Atrocious 
father ! it was for the murder of his offspring that 
he folicited poifon and the dagger. — Execrable 
hypocrite ! he implored, he conjured both art and 
friendfhip to deftroy the innocent vidlim, die 
child whofe birth muff betray the morals of hb 
father. The fcandal from which he Ihrinks is not 
that of his crime j it is (he fays and Writes it him- 
felf) the fcandal which, publilhing the depravity 
of his heart, would deprive him of that authority 
by which, under the cloak of virtue, he plunged 
youth into vice and error.«*-Monftrous Sophifter ! 
be accufes the devils of not having (krcened him 
from this fcandal by thdft abominations which 
called the vengeance Of the God of Nature on 
the Ion of Judah. — Then, impudendy daring, he 
perjures himfelf ; he calls every thing that is facred 
•to witnefs, that neither he nor his friends ever 
.knew of the exiftence of thofe poilbns dr fecrCt 
means of fkreening him from infamy, much Ids 
that they had ever ptopofed, fought, or employed 
•them* He challenges, and at length forces, the 
ffiagiftfates to prove die aecufetioh j they pro- 
• B a ducc 
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duce the letters of the perjured Sophifter, arid 
therein we behold him entreating a firft, a fecond, 
and even a third confidant, to feek, or caufe to be 
fought, and to communicate to him, thefe horrid 
arts. We fee him recalling promifes of three 
years (landing with refpeft to thefe means. He 
.complains of the little fuccefs of his attempts, he 
accuies the agents of timidity or of ignorance j he 
entreats and conjures them to renew their attempts, 
telling them, that it was not yet too late, but that 
expedition was necefiary. Who can paint the de- 
pravity of this fingle trait. How monftrous the 
being who could have combined fuch depravity! 
That the God who humiliates the Sophifter fhould 
Jiave permitted this fingle trait to have been 
brought to light, will fufHce to fhow how far 
wickednefs may be carried by the man who, with 
virtue on his tongue, and under the fhade of that 
facred name, was forming and fanaticifing the 
blood-thirfty legions of a Robefpierre. 

After fo (hocking an accufation the reader will 
.naturally expert us to produce incontrovertible 
proofs. We will, therefore, firft lay before him 
die letter of Weijhaup to his adept Her tel ; it is 
. the Third Letter in the Second Volume of the 
Original Writings of the lUuminees in Bavaria. 

«* Now,” fays Weifhaupt to this adept, “ let 

me, under the mod profound fecrefy, lay open 
«* the fituatioirof my. hearty It deftrpys my reft. 
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*? it renders me incapable of every thing. I am- 
** almoft delperate. My honour is in danger, and 
** I am on the eye of lofing that reputation •which 
“ gave me Jo great an authority over our people .' 

“ My JiJler-in-law is with child. I have fent her 
" to Athens (Munich) to Euriphon, to folicit a 
" marriage licence from Rome. You fee how 1 
" neceflary it is that fhe fhould fucceed, and that 
" without lofs of time i every moment is pre-> 

“ cious. But fhould fhe fail, what fhall I do ? — 

“ How fhall I reftore the honour of a perfon who- 
" is the vidlim of a crime that is wholly mine ? 

" IV e have already made Jeveral attempts to dejlroy 
“ the child i fhe was determined to undergo all * 

“ but Euriphon is too timid. Yet I fcarcely fee- 
" any other expedient. Could I depend on Cetfe’S' 

“ feefefy (the profeffor Bader at Munich), he 
“ could be of great fervice to me; he had pro- 
“ mijed me his aid three years ago. Mention it to 
** him if you think proper. See what can be 
« f done. I fhould be forry that Cato knew any 
“ thing of it, left he fhould tell all his friends. — 

"If you could extricate me from this unfortunate’ 

" ftep, you would reftore me to life, to honour, ta 
" reft, and to authority (that is over his people). 1 
“ If you cannot, I forewarn you of it, I will ha- 
" zard a delperate blow, for I neither can nor will 
" lofe my honour. I know not what devil ”... 

.[Here decency obliges us to be Blent; bur he con- 

B3 tinues] 

/ 
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tinues] “ As yet nobody knows any thing of it but 
<f Euriphon } it is not too late to make an attempt, 
** for flic is only in her fourth month, and the 
<c worftof it is, that it is a criminal cafe, and that 
tx alone makes the greateft efforts and the moft 
tf extreme (or boldeft) resolution necefiary. Be 
well and liye happier than I do, and do think 
a of fome means which can extricate me from 
** this affair. I am yours, &c. Spartacus.” 

Notwithttanding his repugnance to let Cato into 
the fecret, Weifhaupt is at length obliged to write 
to him on the fubjedt, 'and, after repeating that 
which through decency we have omitted above, 
this monfter of hypocrify fays, “ What vexes me 
tf the moft in all this is, that my authority over 
** our people will be greatly diminijhed - — that I have 
(S expofed a weak fide, of which they will not fail 
u to advantage themfelves whenever I may preach 
“ morality, and exhort them to virtue and mo- 
“ defty V* 

Now let us obferye the fame Weifhaupt bare- 
facedly faying in his apology, f< I think and de- 
u clare before God (and I wifh this writing to be 
v lpoked upon as a moft folem declaration), that 
*.* in all my life I have never heard of thofe fecret 
v means (of abortion) nor of thpfe poifons ; that 
“ I have never feen nor had knowledge of any 

) 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. bet, 6i t to Cato. 

<* occafion 
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“ occafion when I or my friends could even hare 
“ thought of advifing, adminiftering, or making 
“ any ufe whatever of them. And this. I Jay to 
u teftimony and affirmation of the troth*'* If is 
thus that by the moft abominable hypocrily he 
fuftains a barefaced and'deteftable perjury. 

So much for the moral virtue of this man j but 
our chief objedtis, to con fide r him in his charadter 
of a Confpirator. Let us then defeend into that 
baleful abyfs, and obCerve him in the fchools bf 
impiety, rebellion, and anarchy. Here again he 
appears to have been ignorant of the gradations of 
crime, of the fpace that lies between the flighteft 
deviation from redtitude and the moft profound 
wickednels. Here, fcarcely have the magiftrates 
caft their eyes upon him when they find him at 
the head of a confpiracy which, when compared 
with thofe of the clubs of Voltaire and D’Alem- 
bert, or with the fecret committees of D’Orleans, 
make thefe latter appear like the faint imitations 
of puerility, and fhow the Sophifter and the Bri- 
gand as mere novices in the arts of revolution. 
It is not known, and it would be difficult to dif- 
cover, whether JVeiJhaupt ever had a matter, or 
whether he is himfelf the great original of thofe 
monftrous dodlrines on which he founded his fchool. 
There exifts, however, a tradition which on the 

• Introdu&on to his Apology, p. 6. 

B 4. authority 
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authority of fome of his adepts we (hall lay before 
the reader. 

Tradition According to this tradition, a Jutland merchant, 
mafler.* 1 * 8 w ^° had lived fome time in Egypt, began in the 
year 1771 to overrun Europe, pretending to ini- 
tiate adepts in the antient myfteries of Memphis. 
But from more exad information I have learned 
that he flopped for fome time at Malta, where 
the only myfteries which he taught where the dif- 
organizing tenets of the antient Illuminees, of 
.the adopted flave ; and thefe he feduloufly infufed 
into. the minds of the people. Thefe principles 
began to expand, and the ifland was already 
; threatened with revolutionary confufion, when the 
. Knights very wifely obliged opr modern Illuminee 
|o feek his fafety in flight, . The famous Count 
(or rather mountebank) Caglioftro is faid to have 
been a difciple of his, as well as fome other 
adepts famous for their IUuminifm in the county 
of Avignon and at Lyons. In his peregrinations, 
it is faid, he met with Weilhaupt, and initiated 
him in his myfteries. If impiety and fecrefy 
could entitle a perfon to fuch an initiation, rfever 
had any man better claims than Weilhaupt. More 
artful and wicked than Caglioftro, he knew how 
to direct them among his difoiples to very dif- 
ferent ends. 

Whatever may have been the fadt with refpedt 
to this firft mafter, it is very certain that Weif- 

b a vpt 
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haupt needed none. In an age when every kind of He makes 
error had taken root, he did what is naturally to 
be expected from men who, guided by their un- terns, 
happy bias, both in religious and political opinions, 
always feledt the moft abominable. He muft have 
had fome notion of the antient Illuminees, for he 
adopted their name, and the diforganizing prin- 
ciples of their horrid fyftem. Thefe notions were 
ftrengthened, without doubt, by his favorite ap- 
plication to the diforganizing myfteries of Marti- 
cbaifm , fince we may obferve him recommending 
the ftudy of them to his difciples as a prepara- 
tory ftep for, and as having a clofe connexion 
with, thofe for which he was preparing them *. 

But, perfect A theift as he was, and fcorning every 
idea of a God, he foon defpifed the twofold God 
of Antient Illuminifm, and adopted the doctrines 
of Manes only in as, much as they threatened 
every government, and led to univerfal anarchy. 

He was acquainted with the fyftems of the mo- 
dern Sophifters ; but, notwithftanding all their de- 
mocracy, he did not think they had given fufficient 
latitude to their fyftems of Liberty and Equality. 

He only adopted their hatred for God, or pure. 
Atheifm. One clafs led to the dcftru&ion of all 
civil and political laws, the other to the overthrow 

* See the degree of Directing Illuminee, oder Scottifcher 
Biter (Scotch Knight) page 72. 

of 
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of all religion j he combined them both, and 
formed a monftrous digeft, whofe objedt was the 
molt abfolute, the mod ardent, the mod frantic 
yow to overthrow, without exception, every reli- 
gion, every government, and all property whatso- 
ever. He pleafed himielf with the idea of a dif- 
tant poffibility that he might infufe the fame wifo 
throughout the world ; he even allured himielf 
of fuccefs. 

With the talents of a vulgar Sophifter fuch a 
hope would have been the fummit of folly j but 
with a genius like that of Weilhaupt, formed for 
great crimes, it was the confidence of unlimited 
wickedncfs. The Bavarian Sophifter knew his 
powers; he believed no crime impoffible; he only 
fought to combine them all to reduce his fyftems 
to practice. The mediocrity of his fortune had 
obliged him to confecrate the latter years of his 
education to the ftudy of the laws. Whether by 
diftimulation he concealed the plans foftered in his 
breaft, or whether he had not as yet digefted them 
all, he however found means of getting himfelf 
named to the chair of Laws in the Univerfity of 
Ingqlftadt, before he had attained his twenty- 
eighth year. On the loth of March, 1778, he 
writes to Zwack that he was not yet thirty years 
of age j and in the fame letter he informs him, 
under fecrefy, of his future projects on Illuminifm, 
which he had founded two years before. 

He 
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He 01)1(1 have known himfelf pofiefied of pro-* Origin 
found diflimulation 5 he mud have been matter of 
ft range refources, to ground his plans for the fub- the fed. 
verfion of all laws throughout all empires, on the 
very fundion of public interpreter of the law. Il 
was neverthelefs at the college of IngoKtadt that 
Weilhaupt, affeding the greateft zeal for his ditty, 
conceived himfelf to be admirably (xtuated for 
forming and conduding by invifible means the 
great revolution which he had planned. He juftly 
cftimated the influence which his office of teacher 
gave him over his fcholars, and he had the cou- 
rage to fupply in private the deficiency of thole 
JeUbns which he was obliged to give to them 
in public. • 

But it would have been too poor a conqueft for 
Anarchy or Impiety to have gained only thofe who 
were under the eye of the founder. Weiftiaupt 
beheld mankind fubjed to religious and political 
laws from pole to pole, and his jealous zeal weigh- 
ed the means which the feints had employed to 
extend the faith of ChrilL There Hill exifted the 
fcattered remnants of an Order which the impru- 
dent policy of Kings had obliged the Sovereign 
Pontiff to feerifice to the machinations of a Philo- 
fophifm, the profefled enemy of both Kings and 
Pontiffs. Weifhaupt knew how to appreciate the 
fupport which the laws had acquired from men 
who were heretofore fpread throughout all Catho- 
lic 
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lie countries, and who, in the towns and villages, 
publicly taught youth, thundered from the pulpit 
againft vice, directed Chriftians toward the path of 
virtue, and went to preach the faith of Chrift to 
idolatrous and barbarous nations. He well knew 
iiow much empires were, indebted to religious Or-* 
ders, that in preaching the duty which each man. 
owed to his God, ftrengthened the ties that bound 
him to his neighbour and to his Prince. Though 
he in his heart detefted the children of Benedidt, 
Francis, or Ignatius, he admired the inftitutions of 
thefe holy founders, and was particularly charmed 
with thofe of Ignatius, whofe laws directed fo> 
many zealous men difperftd throughout the world, 
toward the fame objedt and under one head : he 
conceived that the fame forms might be adopted, 
though to operate in a JenJe diametrically oppojite * K 
tf What thefe men have done for the Altar and 
the Throne (faid he to himfelf ) why fhould not I 
do in oppofition to the Altar and thf Throne ?. 
With legions of adepts fubjedt to my Jay?s, and by 
the lure of myfteries, why may not I deftroy un- 
der the cover of darknefs, what they edified iq 
broad day ? What Chrift even did for God and for 
Caefar, why fhall not I do againft God and Caefar, 
by means of adepts now become my apoftles ? ” 

* Mirabeau de la Monarchic Pruifienne, Vol. V. P. 97. . 


In 
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•' In attributing fuch a wicked emulation to W<?i£ 
haupt, I will not leave the hiftorian to fruitlefa 
conjectures. No, thefe very wifhes in plain lan- 
guage are contained in his confidential letters to 
his difciples j and he even reproaches them with 
not imitating the fubmiffion of the followers of 
thofe holy founders *. His molt celebrated adepts 
have declared, that they had obferved him copy^ 
ing them throughout his code f j they mull alfo 
have remarked, that Weilhaupt, in planning his 
fyftems according to the forms adopted by thofo 
•* yeligious founders, had referved it to himfelf to 
add all the artifices which the mod infernal policy 
could fuggeft. Af the aCtual period when this 
confpirator formed his plans, he was ignorant of 
, the objeCt of Freemafonry J : He only knew 
that the fraternity held fecret meetings : he ob- 
ferved that they were bound by myfterious ties, 
and recognized each other for brethren by certain 
ligns and words, whatever might be their country 
t>r religion. In his mind, therefore, he combined 
the plan of a fociety, which was at once to partake 
*s' much as convenient of the government of the 

• Vid. Original Writings, Vol. I. Let, 27 , to Cato. 

f See the Original Writings, Vol. I. lnjiruilio pro rtcipi- ’ 

tntibtu , art. B, — Let. 2, to Ajax.-— Divers letters to Cato.— 

X aft Obfervations of Philo. 

J See hereafter the Chapt..on Majbniy illuminixed, Vol. IV. 

Jcfuits, 
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Jcfuits, and of the myfterious filence and fetiref 
conduct of Mafonry. Its objeft was, the propa* 
gation of the moil Andfocial Syftfcms of antient 
II him ini fm, and of the moft Antireligious Syfterra 
of modern Philofophifm. 

Brooding over this dilaftrous project, WeUhanpt 
caft his eyes on the young pupils whom governs 
ment had entrufted to his care to form them fbi 
magifl. rates of their country, and defenders of the 
laws, and he refolved to begin his warfare againft 
both by the perverfion of thefe youths. He be- 
held in diftant fucceffion his firft difciples feducing. 
others, thofe again, fubjeft to his laws, forming 
further adepts and thus by degrees he camt 
complacently to view his legions multiplying and 
Spreading from the towns to the country, and refi* 
dent even in the courts of Princes. He already 
heard thofe oaths which, under the fecrecy of the 
Lodges, were to bind the minds and hearts of 
thofe new legions who, replete with his. diforgan- 
izing fpirit, were filently to undermine the Altar 
and the Throne. He calculated the time necef- 
fary, and fmiled to think that he would one day 
have only to give the fignal for the general ex- 
plofion. 

He founds Scarcely had this modern Eratoftratus attained 

ininif e *Sh t,an d-twentieth y ear > cre he had laid the 

foundations of thofe laws which he meant to give 
to Hil' diforganizingSeft. Though he had not 

actually 
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a&ually written his code, he had arranged it in his 
mind, and he made his firft eflay on two of hi» 
pupils, one named Majfenbaufen (whom he fur- 
named Ajax ), about twenty years of age, and af- 
terwards a Counfellor at Burkhaufen j the other 
called Merz (whom he furnfamed 'Tiberius *) nearly 
6f the fame age, but whole morals and char after 
proved fo abominable, that they made even his vile 
feducer blulh. Thefe two difciples foon vying 
'with their matter in impiety, he judged them 
worthy of being admitted to his myfteries, and 
conferred on them the higheft degree that he had 
•as yet invented. He called them Areopagites , in* 
(tailed himfelf their chief, and called this monttrous 
affociation the order of Jlluminees. 

It was on the firft of May, 177 6, that the inau- 
guration was celebrated. Let the reader well ob* 
fe&ve this epoch. It indicates a feeble beginning ? 
it preceded the French Revolution but by a few 
years.j that however was the time when that abo- 
minable Sett firft ftarted into cxiftence, which was 
to combine all the errors, all the conlpiracies, and 

• Weifhaupt, in a letter to Zwack, lays, “ My three firft 
colleagues were Ajax, you, and Mtrx .” (Let. 15 Fib. 1778). 
This clearly dates, that Meric, was the Tiberius who was illu- 
mittiZed with Ajax ; for it is clear that Zwack was only ini- 
tiated ten months after the two adepts Ajax and Tiberius. 
(See Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Sea. IF.) 

f Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Se&. IVi— Let. 2, to Philip Strozzi. 
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all the crimes of the adepts of Impiety, Rebellion, ' 
or Anarchy, and which, under the name of Jaco- 
bin, was to confumtnate the dreadful Revolution* 
Such was the origin of that Se& which I had in 
view when I proclaimed to all nations, and unfor- 
tunately with too much truth, “ That whatever 
** their government or religion might be, to white* 

«* ever rank they might belong in civil fociety, if 
„ ** Jacobinifm triumphed all would be overthrown $ 

** that ihould the plans and wifhes of the Jacobins 
“ be accomplifhed, their religion with its Pon- 
“ tiffs, their government with its laws, their ma- 
“ giftrares and their property, all would be fwept 
“ away in the common mafs of ruin ! Their 
«• riches and their fields, their houfes and their 
cottages, their very wives and children would 
«* be torn from them. You have looked upon 
“ Jacobinical faction as exhaufting itfelf in France, 

** when it was only making a fportive effay of its 
« ftrength*.” 

According to the wifhes and intentions of this 
terrible and formidable Se£t> nations, aftonifhed, 
have yet only feen the firft part of the plans 
formed for that general Revolution which is to 
beat down every Throne— overturn every Altar— 
dejiroy all property— blot out every law— and con- 
clude by the total diffolution of all fociety ! 


* Vol. I. page 23. 


The 
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The omen is fatal; — but (more fatal ftill !) I ^l an y ® f 
have numberlefs proofs to demonftrate the truth i„ me . 
of this affertion. With relpedt to the Confpiracies 
of Uluminifm, I fhall draw my proofs from their 
own ,fode and their archives. I will begin With 
their code it will lay open the objedtj-the extent, 
the manner, the means and inconceivable depth of 
the Confpiracies of the Sedt. This Firft Part will 
comprehend the plan of their confpiracies, the ex- 
tradt and analyfis of the code of laWs Which they 
had conftrudted for attaining their ends; y ■ The Se- 
cond Part will fhow their progrefs and their fuc- 
cefles from their firft origin, till that period when, 
powerful in Revolutionary Legions, without leav- 
ing their fecret dens, they unite and Confound 
themfelves with the Jacobins, and in unifon with 
them profecute that war of defolation which me- 
naces with total ruin’the Altar of every God — the 
Throne of every Monarch — the Law of every So- 
ciety— -and the Property of every Citizen. O ! 
that I could, in delineating what the Sedt has done, 
what it is doing, and what it ftill meditates to do — 
that I could but teach nations and the chiefs of 
nations what they themfelves ought to do, to avert 
the impending danger i thofe, I fay, who have 
miftaken thefe difafters for a fudden explofion, 
while they are in fadt but an eflay of the ftrength 
of the Sedt, and the commencement of their ge- 
neral plan. 

Vol. Ill, C 
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CHAP. II. 

Code of the Illuminees. — General Syjlem , and dfyifion 
of the Code. 

w tif . By the code of the Seft of Illuminees I mean the 

luupt 

prepares principles and fyftems which it had formed to it* 
ofthe 0 ^ II- ^ on R e Kgion and Civil Society, or rather 
luminees. againft all Religion and all Civil Society whatever * 
I mean the government and the laws which it has 
adopted to realize its plans, and to guide the 
adepts in bringing the whole univerfe into its fyt- 
tems. This was not fo much a code fpringing, 
from an ardent mind, and an enthufiaftic zeal for 
a great revolution, as the offspring of refle&ioft on 
the means of rendering it infallible j for no fooner 
had Weiihaupt conceived a plan, than he forefaw 
the obftacles which might thwart its foccels. 
Though he decorated the firft pupils whom he had 
feduced with the title of his profound adepts, yet 
, he did not dare unfold to them the vaft extent of 
his plans. Pleafed with having laid the founda- 
tion, he did not hurry the elevation of that edi- 
fice, which might have been expofed to fall for 
want of the proper precautions j no, he wifhed it 
to be as durable as time itfelf. For five whole 
'years he meditated ; and he forelaw that he Ihould 

' ftill 
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(till have to paufe for many a tedious day on the 
means of fecuring the fuccefs of his plans. His 
plodding head filently ruminated and flowly com- 
bined that code of laws or rather of cunning, of 
artifice, of fnares and ambufhes by which he was to 
regulate the preparation of candidates, the duties 
of the initiated, the funftions, the rights, the con- 
duct of the chiefs, and even his own. He watch- 
ed every means of fedu&ion, weighed and com- 
pared thofe means, tried them one after the other; 
arid when he had adopted any of them would ftill 
referve the power of changing them, in cafe he 
fhould happen to fall upon any that would be more 
difaftrous. 

Meanwhile his firft difciples, now his apoflles, 
gained him many partizans ; he feduced many 
himfelf, and directed their conduft by letter. 
His advice was adapted to circumftances, and, art- 
fully hufbanding his promifes, he kept the minds 
of his. difciples perpetually in fufpenfe as to the 
laft myfteries. To his trufty adepts he promifes 
JyJlem of morality , of education , , and of polity, all 
antirely new ; and they might eafily furmife that 
this future code would be no other than that of a 
morality without reftraint, of a religion without 
a God, and of a polity without laws or any 
dependence whatfoever * ; though he did not 

# Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. to Marins and Cato. 
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dare entirely to throw away the mafic. But his 
laws appeared imperfedt, his fnares were not fuf- 
ficiently concealed j and he was convinced that 
time and experience alone could perfect the work 
on which he had fo long meditated. Such are the 
colours, at leaft, in which we fee him reprefent- 
ing himfelf when his adepts, impatient to be ini- 
tiated in the laft myfteries, reproach him with the 
flownefs of his proceedings : <c It is from time 
“ and experience,” fays he, tf that we are to learn: 
“ I daily put to the teft what I made laft year, 
“ and I find that my performances of this year 
“ are far foperior.- Give me then time to refledfc 
“ on what may forward and on what may delay 

the execution of our plans ; to weigh what may 
* c be expected of our people left to themfelves or 
“ led and conduced by us. — 'Remember that what 
** is done in hafte, fpeedily falls to ruin. Leave 
“ me then to myfelfj let me adt alone •> and be- 
lieve me, time and I are worth any other two 

Let not the reader imagine that thefe medita- 
tions of Weilhaupt alluded to the objedt of his 
views ; that never varied ; the deftrudtion of Re- 
ligion, the deftrudtion of Society and the civil 
Laws, the deftrudtion of all property, — that was 
the point at which he always aimed ; and this im- 

* Original Writings, VoJ, I. Letters 3, 4, 47, 60, &c. 
to Marius and Cato. 
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pious man too well knew his crime, not to bo 
alarmed; we fee him writing to his confident, 
** You know the fituation in which I Hand; I 
“ mull direct the whole by means of five or fix 
te perfons. It is abfolutely neceffary that I fhould 
<f during my life remain unknown to the greater 
<c part of the adepts themfelves. — -I am often over- 
* l whelmed with the idea that all my meditations, 
“ all my fervices and toils are perhaps only twift- 
“ ing a rope or planting a gallows for myfclfj 
<f that the indiferetion or imprudence of a fxngle 
<f individual may overturn the moft beautiful edi- 
<( fice that ever was reared*.” 

At other times wilhing to appear above fuch 
fears, but ftill reproaching the adepts with want 
of caution, he fays, « If our affairs already go on 
“ fo ill, the whole will foon be undone : the fault 
cc will be' thrown upon me, and, as author of 
*' every thing, I fhall be the firft facrificed. Yet 
** that is not what frightens me > I know how to 
take every thing on my own fcore ; but if the 
“ imprudence of the Brethren is fo coft me my 
“ life, let me at leaft not have to blufh before 
“ men of reflection, nor to reproach myfelf with 
“ an inconfiderate and rafh conduCt f.” 

Thus does every motive ftimulate this famous 
Confpirator . to transfufe into his code every pre- 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Lett. 1 1 and 25, to Cato, 
f Let. 22, to Cato. 
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caution that could at the fame time fkreen him 
from condign punilhment, and fecure the fuccefs 
of his plots. At length, after five years medita- 
* tion on his fide, and numerous confukations with 
his trufty adepts, particularly with Philo, or the 
Baron Kntgge , who aits a very exalted part in Illu- 
mnifm, Weifhaupt had regulated the mode of his 
myfteries, and had digefted the code of his Sett, 
that is to fay, the principles, the laws, and govern- 
ment adopted by the Illuminees to accomplilh 
the grand objett of their Confpiracy. Before we 
lead our readers through the immenfe labyrinth of 
this code, let us give a general idea of the lyftem 
which ftimulated its author to the formation of 
thofe laws. 

General The more we meditate on that part of the code 
which we lhall lay before our readers when we 
come to treat of the myfteries of Jlluminifm, the 
more clearly we obferye Weifhaupt adopting the 
principles -of Equality and of iliberty, (propagated 
by modern Philofophifm) in order to prelent them 
in a new light, and to lead his difciples to the 
ultimate confequences of the moft abfolute Impiety 
and Anarchy. 

The modern Sophifters, fome following Vol-r 
taire, others Roufleau, had begun by laying, 
that all men were equal and free; and they had con- 
cluded with reJfeSl to Religion, that nobody, though 
Ipeaking in the name of a God who reveals himfelf, 

had 
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had the right of preferring rules to their faith. 
The authority of revelation being call a fide, they 
left no other bafis for Religion to reft upon, 
than the Sophiftry of a reafon the perpetual prey 
of our pafiions. They had annihilated, Chrif- 
tianity in the minds of their adepts. With re - 
JpeEt to Government they had alfo afferted, that 
all men were equal and free, and they had con- 
cluded that every citizen had an equal right to 
form the laws, or to the title of Sovereign j this 
confequence abandoning all authority to the ca- 
pricious fluctuations of the multitude, no govern* 
ment could be legitimate but that founded on 
Chaos, qr the volcanic exploflons of the deino- 
cratic and fovereign populace. 

Weifhaupt, reafoning on the fame principles* 
believed both the Sophifters and the Democradc 
Populace to be too timid in drawing their infe- 
rences, and the following may be faid to be the 
effence of all his myfteries. 

“ Liberty and Equality are the eflential rights 
ft that min in his original and primitive perfeo- 
“ tion received from nature. Property (truck the 
“ firlt blow at Equality, political Society, or Go*. 
** vernments, were the firft opprefiors of JJherty j 
“ the fupporters of Governments and property are the 
“ religious and civil laws } therefore, to reinftate 
** man in his primitive rights of Equality and 
*( I4bcrty, we muft begin by deftroying all Reli- 
C 4 “ gion. 
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“ gion, all civil fociety, and finilh by the de-. 
** ftrudtion of all property.” 

Had true Philofophy but gained admittance to 
thefe lodges of Jlluminifm, how clearly would die. 
have demonftrated the abfurdity of each and all of 
thefe principles, and the extravagance and wickeds 
nefs of fuch Gonfequences, both to the mafter and 
his adepts ! She would have fhewn, that the rights 
and laws of primitive man alone upon earth, or 
parent of a fcanty generation, neither were non 
ought to be the rights and laws of man living on 
an inhabited globe. She would have proved, that 
Nature, when Ihe ordained that man fliould in- 
creafe and multiply on this earth, and that he 
fhould cultivate it, clearly announced that his po- 
fterity'were hereafter to live under the empire of 
focial laws. She would have obferved, that with- 
out property this earth would have remained un- 
cultivated and uninhabited j that without religious 
and civil laws the fame earth would have only 
nurtured draggling hordes of vagabonds and fa- 
vages. Then would our Bavarian Illuminee have 
concluded, that his Equality and Liberty, far from 
being the eflential rights of man in the date of 
perfection, Would only be the indruments of his 
degradation, and affimilate him to the beads of 
the earth, if they were to be incompatible with 
Property, Religion, and Society. But true Phi- 
lofophy was an alien to his fchool j and Weifhaupt, 

with 
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with his deteftable genius formed for error, apr 
plauds the fophifm, makes it the bafis of his fyftem, 
and the ultimate fecret of his mylleries. 

I am not limply to prove that fuch is the grand It* dan- 
objedt of the Confpiracy, and of the ultimate re-* gcr * 
volution which he is preparing' with all his adepts. 

Were that my only talk, I Ihouldcitc the blelfings 
which the hierophant of Uluminifm pours out on 
thofe hordes that roam without laws or lociety, 
and the curfes which he vents againft thofe men 
who, fixing their abodes, named chiefs and conlti- 
tuted ftates. The very menaces of the teacher 
unfold the whole of the Confpiracy. ** Tes, 
frince$ and nations Jhall difappear from off the face 
iff the earth > yes, a time Jhall come when man Jhall 
acknowledge no other law, hut the great book of na- 
ture: Jbis revolution Jhall. he the work of the secret 
societies, and that is one of our grand myjleriet *. 

This fingle paflage of the code is fufficient to de- 
monftrate both the objedt of the Confpiracy and 
the extent of the projedts of the Sedfc ; but though 
the Confpiracy Ihould be clearly proved, Hill that 
would be doing little for the public good. In- 
Head of a terrible and formidable Sedt, nations and 
chiefs of nations might miftake the llluminees for a 
band of fenfelefs madmen, plodding without means 
a chimerical Revolution j therefore little to be 

_* See hereafter the Difcourfe on the Myftcries. 
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feared, and too defpicable to deferve notice. 
Thus would wickadnefs find a cloak in its ex- 
cefles j the Sed would profccute its belli fh plats 
more adively, more confidently, and more fuc- 
cefsfully, merely becaufe their objed was fuppofed 
impoflible. Society would be diffolved j our 
laws, our religion, and our property, would be 
wrefted from us, becaufe we believed them proof 
againft any attempt. Nations would tranquilly 
Cumber on the brink of the precipice, and be 
plunged into deftrudion while they confidered 
the fatal caufe as the delufion of delirium, and 
fmiled on the plots of Illuminifm. And its founder 
forefaw this : for he fays to his adepts, f< Let the 
laughers laugh , let the J coffers feoff ■, he that compares 
the pafi with the prejent , will fee that nature con- 
tinues its courfe without the pojjibility of diverting it. 
Its progrefs is imperceptible to the man who is not 
formed to obferve it ; but it does not efcape the atten- 
tion of the Philofopber *. 

Society then calls upon me to develop more 
than the exiftence, or even the extent of the plots 
of the Se&— rl fay, it calls on me loudly to pro-? 
claim the dangers which threaten us j yes, the evils 
which threaten all fbciety muft be clearly fhown. 
A manner of proceeding and an artful cunning big 
yvith crime, which will fpeedily plunge nations 

* Sec hereafter the Dif$ourfe on the Myfteries. 
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into thofe difafters which they may believe chi- 
merical, is to be clearly afdertained. I have to 
unfold the whole of a fyftem, an entire code, in 
which each inftitute, each maxim, each regulation, 
is a new ftep toward a univerfal revolution which 
fifall ftrike fociety a mortal blow. I am not then 
about to inform each citizen that his religion, his 
Country, bis property , that every fociety, people, 
or,nation, are menaced ; unfortunately that would 
be a talk too eafily performed. But I am bound 
to fay, “ In this horrible plot, fuch are the dan- 
gers which threaten your country, and fuch the 
perils that hang over your perfons.”' I mull: fhoW 
lextenlive relburces combined with coniummate 
villany, where you imagined that nothing exifted 
but the delirium of modern Philofophifm, defti- 
tute of means. 

Weifhaupt, like yourfelves, had forefeen nu- 
merous obftacles to his confpiracyj and it appears 
that he had even exaggerated them. That for 
which his moft famous adepts feem to delpife their 
countrymen, Ihould be mentioned here as redound- 
ing to their honour. Weilhaupt, furrounded by 
the faithful Bavarians, faithful to their God and 
to their country (rather {peculating on the human 
heart from his books, than clofely obferving men 
in the common intercourfe of life), was not aware 
[low very much Philofophifm had forwarded his 

fyftpms. 
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fyftemfS *.* The generation which had attained 
the age of manhood appeared too much infected 
with the antiquated ideas on religion and govern- 
ment. .But, unfortunately, fatts foon undeceived 
him ; and this error only ferved, by deferring his 
hopes, to turn his mind to farther precautions 
and meditations, which fooner or later were to 
render his fuccefs infallible. He would fay to 
himfelf, he would fay to his trufty brethren, — 
ct According to my views , I cannot employ men as 
<c they are j I muft form them j each clafs of my 
* c Order muft be a preparatory fchool for the next; 
“ and all this muft neceflarily be the work of 
<f timef.” Biit to accelerate the time he call his 
eyes s>n that plafs of young men, which, juft en- 
tering the world ? eafjly fall a prey to error, be- 
caufe at that age they are under the influence of 
their paffipns. f fhall hereafter fhow what it was 
that, both (hortened the time, and abridged their 
education, in prefenting him with whole legions 
of adepts ready formed to his myfteries. It is firft 
/ jceffary, however, that the reader lhould be ac- 
quainted with the profundity of his fyftem ; be- 
caufe, had the French revolution not taken place, 
that fyftem would alone haye ftifficed to render it 
certain and infallible } for, could the French Re- 
volution be done away at the prefent moment, 

* See the laft Obfervations of Philo. 

-j- Priginal Writings, Vol. I. Let. to Cato. 
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and the ancient regimen be reftored, this code 
would furnifh Illuminifm with all the means of ef- 
fectuating one that fhould be ftill more difaftrous. 

Let us then ftudy it, let us dillipate the cloud in 
which it is enveloped. Reader, your owh intereft 
requires that you fhould follow our fteps j and ob- 
ferve all die fnares that have been laid for you ; 
fee with what art its difciples are beguiled, with 
what precaution it choofes, calls, and difpofes its 
adepts. Its proceedings appear indeed to be flow, 
but they are neverthelefs fure. It feems to ex- 
hauft all its art to acquire a Angle profelyte, but 
the fame allurements attratt whole legions. Its 
lprings are fecret, but the reader muft know their 
power and with what conftancy they move toward 
and direCt the common ruin. He has feen the . 
people agitated, animated, and even milled to fe- 
rocity j but he muft alfo be informed how thofe 
adepts were created who fanaticifed the people and 
rendered them ferocious. 

Weifhaupt lays down as an invariable and infal- 
lible principle, that K the grand art of rendering 
<f any revolution whatfoever certain is to en- 
“ lighten the people — and to enlighten them is, 

“ infenfibly to turn the public opinion to the 
** adoption of thofe changes which are the given 
“ object of the intended revolution. 

“ When that object cannot be promulged with- 
“ out expofing him that has conceived it to pub- 

t< ]^ c 
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** lie vengeance, he mult know how to pfopagatc 
** his opinions in secret societies. ' 

“ When the object is an univerfal Revolution, 
u all the members of thefe focietics, aiming at the 
“ fame point, and aiding each other, muft find 
<c means of governing invifibly, and without any ap - 
** pear once of violent meafitres , not only the higher and 
“ more diftinguijhed clafs of any particular Jlate y but 
tc men of all Jlations, of all nations, and of every 
religion— Infinuate the fame fpirit every where— 
“ In filence , but with the greateft activity poffible , 
“ direSt the fcaltered inhabitants of the earth toward 
“ the fame point.'' This is what he calls the grand 
problem on the polity of ftates, on which he 
grounds the force of fecret focieties, and on which 
the empire of his llluminifm was to reft *. 

“ This empire once eftabKlhed by means of 
* c the union and multitude of the adepts, let force 
<c fucceed to the invifible power. Tie the bands 
“ of thofe who refift j fubdue and Jlife wickednefs in 
the germ ; ” that is to lay, crulh thofe whom 
you have not been able to convince f. He that 
teaches fuch dodtrines is not to be looked on as. a 
weak enemy. When Wcilhaupt referved them for 
his myfteries, as well as the revelation of his ulti- 
mate objedt, he knew too well that they were only 
fitted for men who had long been trained to view 
them as the lelfons of nature and of Philolbphy j 
* Sec the Difcourfe on the Myfteries. f Ibid. 

’ and 
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and fhould he meet with any who had anticipated 
them, it would only abridge their noviciate. But 
he needed nothing lefs than a whole generation. 

It was therefore to multiply the number of the 
adepts, to difpofe them by infenfible degrees to 
receive his doctrines ; by an invifible hand to di- 
red their ideas, their wilhes, their adions, and 
their combined efforts, that the code of laws which 
he framed for Uluminifm conftantly tended. 

According to thefe laws, the Sed is divided into It* *hvt- 
two grand clafies, and each of thefe again fubdi- 
vided into lefler degrees proportionate to the pro- 
grefs of the adepts. 

The firft clajs is that of Preparation. It con- 
tains four degrees, thofe. of Novice , of Minerval t 
of Minor Illuminee or Illuminates Minor , and of 
Major Illuminee or Illuminates Major. 

Some intermediary degrees belong to the clajs 
of Preparation, which may be called of Intru- 
fion-, fuch arc thofe which the Sed have borrowed 
from FreemaJonry t as a means of propagation . Of 
thefe mafonic degrees the code of Illuminees admit 
the three fir Jl without any alteration : it adapts more 
particularly to the views of the Sed the degree of 
Scotch Knight as an ultimate preparation for its 
myfteries, and it is'ftyled the degree of Directing 
Illuminee or Illuminatus Dirigens. 

The Jecond clajs is that of the Mysteries, and 
this is fubdivided into the leffer and greater myjleries. 

■ • The 
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*The lejfer comprehend the priefthood and adrrii* 
niftration of the Se£t, or the degrees of Priefts and 
of* Regents or Princes „ 

In the greater myjleries are comprized the two 
degrees of Magi or Philofopher, and of the Man 
King. The Ele£t of the latter compofe the council 
.and the degree of Areopagites *. 

In all thefe clafics, and in every degree* there 
is a part of the utmofl confequence, and which is 
common to all the Brethren. It is that employ- 
ment known in the code by the appellation of 
Brother Infinuator or Recruiter f . The whole 
ftrength of the Sed depends on this part j it is that 
which furnifhes members to the different degrees ; 
and Weifhaupt, well knowing the importance of 
the tafk, turned all his genius toward it. Let us 
therefore begin by dire ding our attention to the 
difeovery of it. 

• See the Original Writings, Chap- II. Part II* page 8> 
and the laft Obfervation of Philo, page 89, &c. Sec * 

f This is not a term of my invention ; it really is to be 
found in the code. Infinuator or An*werber (fignifying Re- 
cruiter) are the two words generally made ufe of to expiefs 
this chara&er. 
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fcHAP. III. 

Firft Part of the Code of the IHuminces. — Of the 
Brother Infinuator^ or the Recruiter . 

By the appellation of Brother Infinuator> is to 
be underftood the llluminee, whole peculiar office 
is to make profelytes for the Seft. Some brethren 
were more particularly inftru&ed for that end; they 
might, indeed, be called the Apoltles or Miffion- 
aries of the Order, being thofe whom the fuperiors 
lent to the different towns and provinces, and 
even into diftant countries, to propagate its doc- 
trines and to ellablilh new Lodges* Thele had 
received, in addition to the common rules, far- 
ther inftrudtions peculiar to the higher degrees. 
“ Thele (as Weilhaupt writes) may fometimes 
be the mod imbecile y and at other times the molt 
ingenious of the Brotherhood.” From the for- 
mer he can depend on a blind . obedience to the 
rules he lays down, which are never to be deviated 
from; and with relpeft to the latter, provided 
they be zealous and punctual, Ihould they even 
tranlgrefs any of the laws, it would not be in fuch 
a manner as to commit either their own lafety or 
that of the Order: and they would foon^make 
amends for their indifcretion by fome new artifice. 

Yol. III. D But, 
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But, whatever may be the fenfe of the Illuminee, 
he is obliged one* or twice in his life to adt the 
part of Brother Infinuator, and that with a certain 
fuccefs, by the acquisition of two or three pro- , 
felytes, under pain of perpetually remaining in 
the lower degrees. Some Brethren of high rank 
may have been difpenfed from this formality ; but 
as to the generality of them there exifts apofitive 
law on that point*. To Simulate the zeal of the 
Brethren, the Infinuator is by the laws of the code 
cftablilhed fuperior over every novice that he has 
gained to the Order : It is exprefifed as follows : 

•* Every Illuminee may form to himfelf a petty 
” empire; and from bis Uttlenefs, , emerge to great - 
u nefs and power f.” 

Such then is the firft duty impofed upon every 
Bluminee for the propagation of the Sett; and this 
is the part which firft claims our attention, in order 
that we may be able to form an idea of the ira- 
menfurable powers of Weilhaupt for fedu&ion. 
Parti. of • This part may be faid to be fobdivided into 
fion^The t ^ ree * The rules laid down are, firft, thofe which 
choice of are to guide the Brother Infinuator in the choice of 
date^ 1 " P cr f° ns to be admitted or excluded; then follow 
thofe which are to teach him how to entice into the 
Order thofe perfons whom he has judged proper 

• Original Writings. The Statutes reformed. Art. 
f Ibid. 
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for it; and laftly come thofe tuks and arts by 
which novices are to be formed, and even in- 
volved in Rluminifm before they are officially 
admitted. 

In order to judge of the qualifications of the 
perfons whom he may enlift, every Bluminee is to 
begin by procuring tablets, which he is to keep 
in the form of a Journal; and this is bis Diary i 
Afliduoufly prying into every thing that furraunds 
him, he muft vigilandy obfcrve all perfons with 
whom he becomes acquainted* or whom he 
meets in company, without exception of rela- 
tions, friends, enemies, or entire ftrangers ; he 
muft endeavour to difcover their ftrdng and their 
weak fide ; their paifions and prejudices ; their 
intimacies, and above all, their addons, interefts, 
and fortune ; in a word, every thing relating to 
themt and the remarks of every day he muft 
enter in his Diafy. 

A twofold advantage is to be reaped from thefe 
particulars of information ; firft, by the Order in 
general and its fuperiors ; iccondly, by the adept 
htmfelf Twice every month he will make a 
general ftatement of his obfervations, and he will ' 
tranfinit it to his fuperiors. By thefe means die 
Order will be informed what men, in every town 
or village, are friendly or inimical to it. The 
means of gaining over the one or deftroying the 
other wifi naturally occur. With relpedl to the 
f> 2 # Infimator , 
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Infinuator , he will learn how to judge of thofe who 
are proper perfons to be received or rejected, 
and he will carefully infert his reafons for the 
admiflion or rejeftion of thole perfons in his 
monthly ftatements *. 

The Recruiting Brother will carefully guard 
againft giving the molt diftant hint that he is 
an Illuminee. This law is peremptory for the 
Brethren, but more particularly for all the Inftnu- 
ators , whofe fuccels may often effentially depend 
on it. It is to them that the legiflator lo ftrongly 
recommends all that exterior of virtue and of per-, 
fe&ion, that care of lhunning all public fcandals 
which might deprive them of their afcendancy 
over the minds of thofe whom they feek to entice 
into the Order f. The law expreflly fays, * c Apply 
yourf elves to the acquiring of ulterior and exterior 
perfection-,” but left they Ihould conceive that. this 
perfection even hinted at the mattering of their 
paftions, and at renouncing the pleafures of the 
world, he adds, “ Attend particularly to the art 
of diffembling and of difguiling your actions, the. 
better to obferve thofe of others, and to penetrate 

* Original Writings. — The Statutes reformed. Art. 9, 1 3, 
and following. — Initru&ions for the Iniinuators, Sett. XI. 
No. 1. — for the Infinuated, Nos. 1, 3, 5, &c. — Let. the 4th 
to Ajax. 

f See Original Writings, Vo^ IL Lett. 1, and 9. 
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into their inmoft thoughts. Die kunft zu erlernen 
Jich zu verftellen , andere zu leobachten, und aus zu 
fcrjchen .” It is for that reafon that thefe three 
great precepts are to be found in the fummary of 
the Code : hold thy tongue — be perfect— *• 
disguise thyself — almoft following each other 
in the fame page, and ferving as an explanation of 
each other *. 

Having made himfelf perfect mafter of thefe Who are 
precepts, and particularly of the laft, the Injinu- 
ator is next to turn his attention to thofe perfons 
whomhe may admit or ought to rejedt. He is 
not to admit into the Order either Pagans or 
Jews i but he is equally to rejedt all religions ; and 
above all to Jhun the Ex-JeJuits as he would the 
plague. Or dens geiftliche d'urfen nie . aufgenommen 
werden, und die Ex-JeJuiten foil man wie die 
pejt fiiehen f. 

The caufe of fuch exelufions is obvious. To 
fpeak of religion, and admit, without any pre- 
caution, Jews, Turks, and Pagans, would be too 
open a manifeftation of what their religion was j 
and not to rejedt religious, would be expofing 
fhemfelyes tq be betrayed by their own adepts. 

* Original Writings, VoK I. p. 40, Nos. 4, 6, and 81 

+ The Laft Works of Spartacus and Philo. — Inftra&ion 
for the Stationary Prefefts and Superiors, Page 153, Let. the 
ad.— And Original Writings, Inftruftio pro Recipientibus, 

Nos. 1, and 5. 
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Unlefs they gave evident figns of a finccre 
amendment, all ipdifereet talkers were to be re-* 
jetted j and alfo thofe men whofe pride, or head- 
ftrong, interefted, and ineonftant minds denoted- 
that it would be impoflible to infufe into them 
that zeal fo neeeftary for the Order; all thofe 
again, whole drunken exceffes might injure that 
reputation of virtue which die Order was to ac-r 
quire j all thofe, in fhort, whofe meannefs and 
groflhefs of manners would render them too un- 
trattable to ' give hope for their ever becoming 
pliant and ufeful *. 

** Leave thofe brutes y thofe clownifh and thicks 
headed fellows ! ” he exclaims in his Chapter on 
Exclufions ; but, though he excluded thefe thicks 
headed fellows, Weifhaupt was aware that there 
fxifted a good fort of being which fome might 
call ftupid, but who are not to be told fo, as 
advantage may be taken of their ftupidity. — * 
Such were, for example, a Baron D’Ert y and 
many others, who holding a certain rank in the 
world, though dellitute of common fenfe, have 
at leaft their riches to recommend them. “ 'theft 
,c are a good fort of beings ,” fays our ilium inizing 
legiflator; * c they are neceffary beings. They 
ft augment opr number and fill our coffers, augent 

* Inftri;£do pro kecjpientibijs, page 94, and Weilhaupt’# 
better;, p^ffini. 
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C( nunterum et arariam. Courage then ! and make 
“ thefe gentry fwallow the bait ; but beware of 
“ communicating to them our fecrets ; For this 
f< fpecies of adept mujt always be perfuaded that the 
<t degree they are in is the bigbejl *. 

Indeed, there is a fort of half exclufion for 
princes. The Code ordains that they (hall feldom 
be admitted, and even when they are, (hall fcarcely 
ever rife beyond the degree of Scotch Knight •, or, 
in other words, they are never to pafs the threlhold 
of the myfteries. Hereafter we fhali fee the Le- 
giflator finding an expedient for introducing them 
beyond that degree, but ftill without giving them 
any further infight into the myfteries j- j and being 
particularly careful to hide from them certain laws 
of the Order J. 

I cannot take upon myfelf to fay, whether a 
fimilar expedient had been found as an exception 
to the general rule which excluded women j but 
it is certain, that this law was, during a long 
time at lead, only provifional and many of the 
brethren fought to revoke it* Freemafonry had Plan for . 
its female adepts, and the Illuminees wifhed to of 
have theirs. The plan is written in Zwack's own Women, 
hand-writing, and he was the moft intimate friend 

♦ Original Writings, See the firft Letters to Ajax and Cato, 

f See Degree of Regent, page 154, Letter N. 

X See Inftruftions for the Provincial, No, 16, 

ru 
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and confidant of Weifhaupt, in fhort, his incom- 
parable man . It is couched in the following terms i 
(c Plan for an Order of IVomen. — This Order 
fhall be fubdivided into two claffes, each forming 
a feparate fociety, and having a different fee ret.— 
The firfl fhall be compofed of virtuous women j 
the fecond, of the wild, the giddy, and the yo-r 
luptuous, aufchveifenden . 

“ Both claffes are to be ignorant that they arc 
under the direction of men. The two fuperiors 
are to be perfuaded that they are under a mother 
Lodge of the fame fex, which tranfmits its orders} 
though in reality thefe orders are to be tranf- 
initted by men. 

The Brethren who are intrufled with this 
fuperintendance fhall forward their inftrudtions 
without making themfelves known. They fhall 
conduft the firfl:, by promoting the reading of 
good books, but fhall form the latter to the arts 
of fecretly gratifying their paffions, durcb begniigung 
ihrer leidenfch often im verborgenen.” 

A preliminary difeourfe prefixed to this plan 
points out the objeft and future fervices of thefe 
illuminized fillers. e * The advantages which the 
realOrder would reap from this female Order would 
be, firfl, the money which the fiflerhood would 
pay at their initiation ; and, fecondly, a heavy tax 
upon their curiofity, under the fuppofition of fe- 
crets that are to be learned. And this affmation 

might 
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might moreover Jerve to gratify tbofe brethren who 
had a turn for fenfual pleafure *.*' 

. A lift and defcription of eighty-five young ladies 
of Manheim accompanied this projedt of Zwack, 
very properly furnamed the Cato of Illuminifm j 
from among whom, in all probability, the founders 
of thefe. two claffes were to bechofen. Circum- 
ftances not haviqg favoured our modern Cato's 
yiews, we obferve feveral other adepts propofing 
ftmilar plans. An affeffor of the Imperial Cham- 
ber at Wetzlaar of the name of Dittfurt , known 
among the IUuminees by that of Minos , and who 
role to the degree of Regent , and to the dignity 
of Provincial, feemed to difpute the honor of this 
invention, both with Brother Hercules and even 
with Cato himlelf : We muft allow, at leaft, that 
nobody was more anxious for the execution of the 
projedt than he was. He had already fubmitted 
his ideas to the Baron Knigge, and he applies 
anew to Weilhaupt. He even defpairs of ever 
bringing men to the grand objedt of the order 
without the fupport of female adepts. Indeed, fo 
ardent is his zeal, that he makes an offer of hi* 
own wife and his four daughters-in-law to be the 
firft adepts. The eldeft was exadtly the perfon 
for the philofophized fifterhood j lhe was four- 
^nd- twenty years of age, and with refpebl to, religion 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Scft. V. 

her 
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her ideas were far ahtme tbofe of her fexi they were 
modelled on her father’s. He had attained to the 
degrees of Regent and Prince of the Illuminees, and 
/he would have been Regent and Prince/s. In the 
, higher myfteries, together with Ptolemy’s wife, 
we fhould have feen the one correfponding with 
her father, the other with her hufband, Thele 
illuminized Princefies would be the only two per* 
fons of the order who fhould know that they were 
all under the direction of men. They would pre- 
fide over the trials and receptions of Minervals^ 
and would initiate thofe whom they judged worthy 
into the grand projects of the fifterhood for the 
reform of governments and the happinefs of man* 
kind *, 

But, notwithftanding aU the plans and zeal of 
the Brethren, it does not appear that the legiflator 
ever confented to the eftablifhment of the Sifter- 
hood. Yet he fupplied the want of fiich an in- 
ftitution by iecret inftruflions which he gave the 
Regents on the means of making the influence of 
women oyer men fiibfervient to the order, without 
initiating them, in any of . the fecrets. He lays, 
that the fair fex haying the greateft part of the 
■world at their difpofltion, “ no ftudy was more 
«* worthy of the adept than the art of flattery in 
“ order to gain them ; that they were all more or 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. of Minos, p. 169. 
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f* kfs led by vanity, euriolity, the pleafures or 
* c the loye of novelty; that it was on that fide 
** they were to be attached, and by that they were 
ft to be rendered ferviceable to the order*.” He 
peverthelefs continued to exclude great talkers and 
wo rich from aU the degrees, nor was the lath 
article of his inftruftions for the Infimator re- 
funded. 

Notwitbftanding all thefc exclufions, the legifia- ”* 
tor leaves a fiifficient fcope wherein the Inlinuator c hofeg. 
#nay exercife his zeaj. He recommends generally 
young men of all ftations from eighteen to thirty ; 
but more particularly thole whofe educations were 
jiot completed, either becaufe he thought they 
would more eafily imbibe his principles, or would 
jbe more grateful and more zealous for doctrines 
ior which they were indebted fblely to him f. 

But this preference is not an exclufion for men 
©f a certain age, provided they are not paft fer- 
yice, and are already imbued with the principles 
pf llluminifm This, however, chiefly regards 
thole perfons whofe rank in fife can giye cmje- 
quence and afford froteSfion to the order. The Re* 

* See die New Works of Spartapm and Philo, and Inftroo* 

. fions for the degree of Regent, No. 6. 

+ Orig. Writ. Inftrudiones pro Recipientibus, Page 54, 

No. 4; and Page 55, No. 18. 

J Ihid. Vpl. II. Par; the 3d, Se&ion and Degree of Re. 
gpnt f ' 

cruitcrs 
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cruiters are particularly iriftrudted to infinuate them- 
felves into the good opinion of fuch perfons, and 
if poffible to entice them into the Order. 

There is yet another fpecies of men, who have 
ipeech as it were at command ; fuch are attornies, 
counfellors, and even phyficians. tf Thofe are 
“ worth having,” fays Weifhauptj " but they are 
“ fometimes real devils , Jo difficult are they to be ledy 
“ . they however are worth having when they can be 
ft gained over - ' t ■ 

The Infinuator is alfo to admit artifts, mechanics 
of all profefiions, painters, engravers, white-fmiths 
and black-fmiths y but above all bookfellers, thofe 
who keep potohorfes, and fchool-mafters. Here- 
after the reader will fee the ufo for which thefc 
men were intended f . 

To, yet anothef clals of men our legiflator often 
calls the attention of the Infinuator : «* Seek me out , 
t( for example,” fays Weilhaupt, <f the dexterous 
“ and da/hing youths. We muft have adepts who are 
<c infmuating, intriguing. , full of ref our ce , bold and 
“ enterprifmg j they mufi alfo be flexible and trait* 
ft able , obedient “, docile, and fociable. Seek out alfo 
** thofe who are diftinguilhed by their power , »o- 
** bility, riches, or learning , nobiles, potentes, di- 
“ vites, doftos,. quasrite — Spare no pains, fpare 

• Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Let. to Ajax. 

■J- See Inftrudtions for the Infinuator, No. 4.— Weifhaupt’s 
Letters, paffim-— and the Degree of Regent. . 

\ , <f pothing 
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<l nothing in the acquifition of fuch adepts. If 
“ heaven refafe its aidance, conjure hell. 

** Fledert Ji nequeas fupens, Achtrmta mwito 

, With refpedt to religions, he prefers the difci- 
ples of Luther and Calvin to the Roman Catholics, 
and greatly prefers the former to the latter. This 
diftindtion fhould alone fuffice to open the eyes 
of many who wilh to perfuade themfelves that the 
whole of the revolutionary fury is aimed at the 
Roman Catholic religion. This motley crew cer- 
tainly did the Catholics the honour of directing 
their Ihafts more pointedly at them, as ftrenuous 
opponents of their impiety and of their religious 
and civil anarchy but was it to preferve the Pro- 
teftant religion that Weifhaupt gives them fuch a 
preference, in hopes of making them fubfervient 
to his plots? That he did give fuch a preference 
cannot be doubted, when we lee him expreflly 
writing to an adept whom he had commflioned to 
look out for a perfon proper to be received into 
the higher myfteries and to found a new colony 
of Illuminees, — ? were this man a Proteftant I Jhould 
like him much better. — Ware es ein Proteftant , Jo 
ware es mir um Jo lieber\. Weifhaupt’s moil fa- 
mous adept conftantly manifefts the fame predi- 
lection i he even wilhes to retrench certain parts 

• Ibid. Let. 3d to Ajax. 

f Orig. Writ. Vol.I. Let. to Tiberius, p. 223. 


of 
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of the myfteries that he rrtay not alarm the Ca- 
tholics, and feems always to hint at Frederic the 
lid’s laying, We Proteftants go on brijker*. Moft 
certainly this proves beyond a poffibility of 
doubt, that the deftrudtion of all Proteftant laws, 
whether civil or religious, had place in their plans; 
Nor were the Proteftants of Germany the dupeS 
of luch a policy, as many of the moft determined 
antagonifts of Illuminifm were of that religion. 

Further, he wilhes to entice men into his Ordef 
who have fixed refidences in towns, fuch as mer- 
chants and canons, who might alfiduouily propa- 
gate his do&rines, and eftablilh them in their 
neighbourhoods^. 

The Recruiter muft ufe .every aft (for an obvi- 
ous realbn) to engage Jchoolmafters , and to infinuate 
his do&rines into, and gain adepts in the military 
academies , and ether places of education; he is 
even to attempt the fedu&ion of the Juperiors ef 
ecclejiaftical Jeminaries 

cc He will fpare no trouble to gain the Prince's 
“ officers, whether prefiding over provinces, or 
“ attending him in his councils. He that has 
“ fucceeded in this has done more,* 1 lays the code, 

• SeeVol. I. page 33. 

f InftrnOions for the Provincial and Orig. Writ. Vol. I. 
Part II. No. 3. page 26. 

g Ibid. Not. 11 and 13. 
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tl than if be bad engaged the Prince binfelf In 
“ fine, the Provincial, or the chief Infinuator, is 
to recruit every thing that can be tainted with 
** Illuminifin, or can be fervkeable to its caufef.’* 
The following extraordinary inftru&ions are alfo 
given by Weifhaupt relpe&ing the choice of adepts r 
«* Above all things (he fays to his Infinuators) 
** pay attention to the figure, and lelcft the well- 
“ made men and handfome young fellows. They 
K are generally of engaging manners and nice feel- 
“ ings. When properly formed, they are the belt 
u adapted for negotiations ; for firft appearances 
“ prepoffefs in their favour. It is true, they have 
** not the depth that men of more gloomy coun- 
u tenances often have. . They are not the perfons to 
be entrufted with a revolt , or the care of firring 
*5 up the people - t but it is for that very reafon that 
“ we muft know how to chufe our agents. I am 
“ particularly fond of thole men whole very foul 
** is painted in their eyes, whole foreheads are 
“ high, and whofe countenances are open. Above 
*? all, examine well the eyes, for tfiey are the very 
“ mirrors of the heart and foul. Oblerve the 
* c look, the gait, the voice. Every external 
w appearance leads us to diftinguilh thofe who arc 
“ fit for our fchool J. 

* Ibid. No. 15. f Ibid. No. 18. 

t Let. 1 ith to Marios and Cato. 
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t( Select Ibofe ih particular who have met taitb 
u misfortunes , not from accidents, but by feme aft 
“ of injuftice ; that is to fay, ih other words, the 
** discontented j for fucb are men to be called 
* c into tbe bofom of Uluminifm , as into their proper 
“ afylum *.” 

Let not the reader already exclaim. How deep 
are the views of this illuminizing Sophifter ! How 
has he forefeen every point ! With what difcern- 
ment does he lay his fnares to entrap thofe who 
are to be the future agents of his plots ! The 
reader has as yet feen merely a fchedule of thofe 
perfons who may be admitted or rejeftedj but 
that does not fufficiently lecure the order with 
relpeft to the eleftions which the Infinuator may 
have made. Before he undertakes the initiation 
of any perfon whom he may have thought proper, 
he is to make a ftatement from bis diary of every 
thing that he may have obferved with refpeft to 
his morals, opinions, conduft, and even of his 
conneftions in life. He is to fubmit this ftate- 
ment to his fuperiors, .who will compare it with 
the notes they are already in pofleflion of, or may' 
acquire from other adepts, relpefting the candi- 
date, or even with a new ftatement, in cafe they 
judge the laft to be infufficient. Even when the 
choice made by the Infinuator is approved of, all 

• Inftruftion for the Local Superiors, letter H. 

is 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 49 

is not fettled; the fuperiors have to determine 
which of the Infinuators is to be entrufted with the 
tare of enticing the approved perfon into the Order : 
for all this is forefeen in the code. It is not allowed to 
all the brethren to exercife promifcuoufly fo impor- 
tant a trull: among the profane, though they may 
have pointed out the perfon proper for reception. 

The young, adept is not to meafure his ftrength 
with the man who has the advantage over him in 
years and experience, nor is the tradefman to un- 
dertake the magiftrate. The fuperior is to name 
the moft proper Infinuator, judging from the cir- 
cumftances, age, merits, dignities, or talents of 
the future candidate *. At length, when the mif- 
fion is given, the Infinuator begins to lay his fnares. 

—Such is the .fecond part of this extraordinary 
functionary, and all his fubfequent fteps are regu- 
lated by the code. 

Candidate, in the ordinary acceptation of the Part II. 
word, means a perfon who has Ihown a defire or ^°ke Uie 
taken fome fteps to enter into fbme order, or to Candi- 
acquire fome dignity. In Illuminifm it means the daws * 
perfon on whom the Order has fixed its attention. 

It often happens, that the candidate is ignorant of 
the very exiftence of the fed. It is the Infinua- 
tor’s bufinefs to infpire him with the wifh of enter- 

* Inflruftiones pro Recipientibus. Orig. Writ. Vol, I., 

Nos. 2 and 7, page 54, 
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ing it. To accomplifh this grand objeft, two 
different methods are inculcated. The firft is fof 
the fnfinuator who has feme candidate in view re- 
markable for his feienee, or of a certain age. The 
- ffccond, for him who is entnifted with young meii 
from eighteen to thirty, and who are fufceptible 
of a fecond education. A third method was pro- 
pofed for workmen, and thofe clownifh fellows 
whole education had been but little attended to. 
We may obferve WeifhaUpt confulting with his 
confidant Zwack oh this part of the code j but 
whether it was never digefted, or that he faw tht 
Infmuators could eafily fupply the deleft, no fur- 
ther mention is made of the third method. Let 
us then examine the elfence of the firft two. 

' To exemplify the firft method, let us fuppofe 
one of thofe men who have gone through a com - 
plete courfe of modern Philofophifm, who, fhould 
they not feoff at Chriftianity, would at leaft heli- 
tate at every thing which is called religion ; for 
the code forewarns the Ihfinuator, that his efforts 
would be vain fhould he attempt to feduce Philo- 
fophers of another damp, men of found judg- 
ment, and who woOld never be partizans of doc- 
trines which could not endure the light of broad 
day. Blit when he fhall have difeovered one Of 
the former who has already pretty well imbibed 
the principles of the feft, he will affume the cha- 
rafter of a Philofopher well verfed in the myfteries 

of 
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of antiquity. He will have little difficulty in a£i> 
ing fiich a part, as he will find ample inftruiftionB 
in the code. To follow thole inftru&ions faith- 
fully, he muft begin <f by defeanting on the fu- 
* f preme felicity of being verfed in fciences which 
“ few can approach, of walking in the paths of 
«* light while the vulgar are groping in darknefs. 
“ He muft remark, that there exift doctrines 
** foky tranfmitted by fecret traditions, btfcaufe 
** they are above the comprehenfion of common 
“ minds. In proof of his allertions he will cite 
ct the Gymnofophifts in the Indies, the Priefts of 
te Ifis in Egypt, and thofe of Eleufis and the 
“ Pythagorean fchool in Greece.” He will fe- 
ieft certain fentences from Cicero, Seneca, Arifti- 
des, and Ifocrates j and, left he Ihould e ver be taken 
unawares, he will learn thofe by heart which the 
legislator has carefully inferted in the code. 
Though it would be very eafy to demonftrate from 
thofe very authors, that the ancient myfteries laid 
down nd fixed principles on the important points 
of the Providence of God, and of the origin and 
order of the univerfe, the Infinuator is neverthelels 
to quote thofe texts to prove that there exifts a 
fecret doffcrine on thefe objefts, and above alia 
do&rine calculated to render life more agreeable , and 
fain more fupport able \ and to enlarge our ideas on 
the Majejly of God . “ Let him add, that all the 

fages of antiquity were acquainted with thefe doc- 
£ 2 trines; 
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trines ; let him infill on the uncertainty that man 
is in with refpeft to the nature of the foul, its im- 
mortality t and its future deftiny. He will then 
found his Candidate, to know whether he would 
mot rejoice at having fbme fatisfa&ory anfwers on 
objefts of fuch great importance. At the fame 
time he will hint that he has had the happinefs of 
being initiated into thefe doctrines, and that, 
Ihould the candidates wilh it, he would do his beft 
to procure him the fame felicity ; but that it was 
a fcience gradually imparted, and that certain men 
polfelTed the talent of guiding him from a diftance, 
of leading him to the difcovery of this new world, 
•and that without being ever in his prefence *. 

When the Jnfinuator has by fuch language fuc- 
ceeded in exciting the curiolity of his candidate, 
he mull then afcertain his opinions on fome par- 
ticular articles. He will propofe the difcuffion of 
certain queftions in writing, and of certain prin- 
ciples, as the groundwork on which they are in 
future to proceed. The code does not determine 
what thefe queftions are to be, becaufe they vary, 
according to the political and religious difpofitions 
which the Inftnuator may have obferved in the 
candidate. Should thefe dilfertations noway agree 
with the principles of the Se£t, the Inlinuator Will 
abandon his prey. Should the fophifticated can- 

• Original Writings, Vol, II, Part H. Se&. I; 

didate. 
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dictate, or the man of importance, be found pro- 
perly difpofed, he will be admitted to the very 
threlhold of the myfteries. The Infinuator will 
limply explain the inferior degrees to him, and 
mention the divers trials which the order has dif- 
penfed with in conlideration of his merit *. 

Notwithftanding the artifice obfervable in this 
method, it is ftill referved for thofe who need only 
to be acquainted with IUuminifm to adopts its 
tenets. But (hould the Infinuator be entrufted 
. with a young candidate, or with one whole prin- 
ciples noway coincide with thofe of the Sedt, and 
yrho is yet to be formed; it is then that Weilhaupt 
developes that immenfe theory ,of arc and cunning 
by which he is infenfibly to enfnare his vidtims. 
“ Let your firft care,” he fays to the Infinuators, 
/ ct be to gain the affedtion, the confidence, and the 
u efteem of thofe perfons whom you are to entice 
« into the Orders — let your whole condudt be fuch, 
v that they lhall furmife fomething mpre in you 
** than you wilh to lhow — hint that you belong 
f f to fome fecret and powerful lociety— excite Jit- 
«« tie by little, and not at once, a wifh in your 
Candidate to belong to a fimilar fociety-— Cer- 
tain arguments and certain books which the In- 
“ finuator muft have, will greatly contribute to 
f* raife fuch a wifh ; fuch are, for example, thofe 

• Original Writings, Vol, II. Part II. Seft, I, 
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“ which treat of the union and ftrength of affoci- 
tc ations.” The Legiflator theq carefully adds a 
lift of thofe books, and the Order charges itfelf 
with the care of furnilhing a certain number of 
them to the adepts. The works of Meiners , and 
particularly of Bajfadows , are frequently recom- 
mended by Weilhaupt, as the beft fitted to in- 
lpire their readers with the love and principles of 
fecret focieties. But nothing can equal the art. 
with which he himfelf has drawn up the reafons, 
by the help of which the Infinuator is to perfuade 
his young candidate of the pretended neceffity for 
thefe myfterious alTociations. 

“ One reprefents, for example,” lays the code, 
** a child in the cradle j one lpeaks of its cries, 
** its tears, its weaknefs — One remarks how this 
** child, abandoned to itfelf, is entirely helplels j 
“ but that by the help of others it acquires 
«* ftrength— Onelhows how the greatnels of Prin- 
“ ces is derived from the union of their fubjedts 
“ —One exalts the advantages of the ftate of 1b- 
“ ciety over the ftate of nature — Then one touches 
u on the art of knowing and directing mankind— 
«« 'How eafily, you will fay, could one man of 
« parts lead hundreds, even thoufands, if he but 
** knew his own advantages. This is evidently 
« proved by the organization of armies, and the 
« f amazing power which Princes derive from the 
“ union of their fubjcds.’’ 


After 
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After haying defcanted on the advantages of So- 
ciety in general, touch upon the defers of civil Jocie - 
ty, and fay bow little relief is to be obtained even from 
one's bejt friends ) —~and how very necejfary it would be 
to Jupport each other in tbefe days. Add > that men 
would triumph even over heaven yoere they but united 
r—That it is their difunion which JubjeSs them to tkt 
yoke. — This is to be explained by the fable of - the 
wolf and the .two d^gs, the latter of whom cpuld 
pnly be vanquished by the former after he had 
parted them j and by rpany other examples of the 
fame kind which the Infinuator will collect *. 

As a proof of what great and important things 
fecret foqieties can effectuate, he will adduce the 
examples of the Freepiafons, of the myfterious fo- 
.cieties of antiquity, and even of the Jefuits. He 
will affert, that all the great events of this world 
are dependent on hidden caufes, which thefe fecrct 
Societies powerfully influence j he will awake in the 
breafi of bis pupil the defi re of fecretly reigning , of pre~ 
paring in bis clofet a new conftitution for the worlds 
and of governing tbofe who think they govern us f . 

* Extra dl of the Inftruftipps for the Brethren charged to 
enroll and receive the candidates — Original Writings, Vol. I. 
Sedt. IX. and XII.— Alfo in the degree of Illuminates Major, 
inftrudtions on the lame object, Document A. 

f Original Writings, ibid; N? n and 12. — Illuminatus 
Major, Document A, and Letters K, L. 
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“ When you (hall have got thus far,” fays the 
code, f< begin to fhow (as it were unguardedly) 
tha$ you are not entirely ignorant of thofe fecretsj 
throw out fome half fentences which may denote it. 
Should your candidate take the hint, prefs him, 
and return to the charge, until you fee him betray 
fymptoms of a defire inftantaneoufly to unite with . 
fuch a fociety. 

" The Infinuator, however, who has thus far 
fucceeded in infpiring his pupil with fuch a wifh, 
has not played off every engine with which the 
code has furnifhed him. To found the very 
bottom of his mind, he will pretend to confult 
him as if he had been entrufted with certain fe- 
crets, he will make objections on the fecrecy of 
thefe focietiesj but fhould they make too much 
imprefiion he will refolve them himfelf. At 
other times, to Simulate the curiofity of his pu- 
pil, he will hold a letter in his hand written in 
a cypher, or he will leave it half open on his 
table, giving his candidate fufficient time to ob- 
ferve the cypher, and then fhut it up with all the 
air of a man ' who has important correfponden- 
ces to keep fecret. All other times ftudying the 
connexions and actions of his pupil, he will tell 
him of certain circumftances which the young 
man will think he has learned by means of thefe 
fecret focieties, from whom nothing is hidden, 

though! 
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though they arc concealed from all the reft of the 
world*’* 

Thefe artifices may be greatly abridged, ac- 
cording as the friendlhip or communicative dif- 
pofition of the candidate fhall have laid him more 
open ; but on the other hand, Ihould they not 
fuffice, the Infinuator is not on that account to 
abandon his purpofe •, let him try to accomplilh 
by others what he has failed in himfelf. — Let him 
examine his own conduit, and lee if he has not 
negle&ed fome one or more of the rules pre- 
feribed in the code j let him redouble his atten? 
tion and his complaifance. Should it be neceffary 
to humble himfelf in order to command, let not 
the Infinuator forget the formal precept of his le- 
giflator, “ Learn alfo to alt the valet in order to 
** become matter.’* Auch zu weilen den kneebt 
gemaebt, urn deretnft berr zu wet den j-. 

After fuch a long feries of condeicenfions and 
difeuftions the candidate at length muft pronounce. 

Ifhe fubmit to all thele infinuations, he is admit- 
ted among the novices of the order ; but fhould 
Hfe perfift in his refulal, let him learn the fate 
which awaits him from thole who have experien- 
ced it. *• Unhappy , fupremely wretched is the youth 
f‘ whom the Illuminees have fought in vain to entice cile can: 

. into their Sell. Should he even efcape their dulate3 * 

• Original Writings, ibid. No. 17 to zz. 
f Ibid. Let. 3d, to Ajax. 

“ fnarcs. 
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fnares, do not Jet him.ftattjer hjmfelf with being 
“ proof againft their hatred ; and let him . take 
(< care. The vengeance of secret societies is 
ft net a common vengeance ; it is the bidden fire ef 
fC wrath. It is irreconcilable, and fcarcely ever does 
u it ceafe the purfuit of its victims until it has fern, 
(' them immolated Such at lead: is the account 
which hifltory gives us of thole who Ijaye been 
guarded enough to withltand the infinuarions of 
die Sedt, and particularly of thole who, aftjer hav- 
ing gone the firft fteps with the Infinjiator, haye 
refufed to proceed any farther with him. 

I could cite divers examples; though j[ qnce 
thought that I had met with one of a quite oppo- 
site nature, in the perlbn of Camille de Jcurdjjfa 
the fame deputy who was to have been involved- in 
■ the fentenoe of transportation againft Barthdtray 
and Pichegru after the revolution of the 4th .of 
September, but who luckily efcaped from the 
grafp of the triumvirate. 1 heard him fpeaking 
in the higheft terms of one of thefe Infinuatofp, 
who had for a longtime endeavoured to endue 
him into the Order. He was much aftoniftied jit 
hearing me fpeak of thefe men as cpnfummate in 
all the artifices of die moft yillanoys hypocrify. 
He maintained that hjs Illuminee was mild, modeft, 
and moderate; full of refpedt for the Qofpel ; in 

f Important Advice, &c. by HojFman. Preface to Vol. IJ. 
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a word) one of the moft virtuous men he had ever 
known. In reply, I enumerated alj the proceed- 
ings of the Infinuator, and the artifices he had 
played off before he quitted his prey. To aU that 
Mr. Camille anfwered, «« It is true ; fiich was his 
f* behaviour; but it was his zeal for the feift which 
K blinded him, and made him have recourfe to 
V fuch expedients in order to work what he called 
“ my converfion ; yet, with all thap, it was im- 
* poffible for any body tp fpeak of virtue and re- 
" ligion in fo impreffive a manner as he did with- 
f* out being at leaft an honeft man.”— c< Well,” 
faid I, “ I will venture to afiert, that the laft at- 
f* tempt of your Infinuator was as follows. He 
propofed to you to give your thoughts in writ- 
f* ing on certain queftions ; you did fo ; your opir 
f* nions proved direftly oppofite to his ; he never 
f* few you after, became your implacable enemy, 
f* and has never lince ceafed calumniating you.” 
f* AH that again,” anfwered Mr. Camille, ** is 
** very true ; nor was it his fault that I did not 
(c lofe both friends and fortune. Before that affair 
f‘ he ufed to praife me ; afterwards, however, he 
f* reprefented me as a moft dangerous man. You 
f* Cannot conceive what lies he invented about 
“ me, and I was unfortunate enough to obferve 
“ that they had made impreffion.” — Is it poffible 
to be believed ? Mr. Camille could not yet be per- 
fuaded but that his Infinuator was a virtuous man ; 

' fo 
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fo profound are the arts of hypocrify which are to 
be imbibed from Weifhaupt’s laws ! I was ac- 
quainted with two Bilhops, who had as completely 
miftaken the characters of their Infmuators as Mr. 
Camille de Jourdan. 

But I will cite the example of Mr. Stark. I 
never could conceive what this Mr. Stark was 
whom I faw perpetually abufed by the llluminees. 
Nicolai and Mirabeau fpared no pains to render 
him odious to the Proteftants in Germany} they 
faid he had received the Catholic orders of prieft- 
hood privately*, though every thing feemed to 
denote that he was a Proteflant. I took fome 
pains to inform myfelf who this Mr. Stark was, 
and I found him one of the moft learned Proteft- 
ant minifters in Germany j that his zeal for his 
religion had acquired him the degree of DoCtor, 
and had preferred him to be Grand Almoner and 
. Counfellor to the Landgrave of Hefie Darmftadtj 
but that in common with feveral other learned 
men, fuch as Hoffman and Zimmerman, he had 
had the misfortune of being fought after by the II- 
lumineesj that he would not hearken to themj 
that the llluminees had expreffed a wiih to have an 
Adept near the perfon of the prince, and that he 
had been bold enough to anfwer his Infinuator, 
tc If you Jeek fupporty I am too little and my prince 


* Mirabeau Monarchic Prufiienne, Vol. V. art. Religion. 
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,f too great to protest you." — And every candidate 
who will make the fame refolute Hand againft the 
agents of the order muft expert to be repaid with 
fimilar calumnies. The law of the order is inva- 
riable and precife, particularly with refpeft to 
thofe whofe talents may be obnoxious to Illuminifm. 

They muft be gained over , or ruined in the public opi- 
nion. Such is the text, Jo foil man den Jcbrift fteUer 
zu gewinnen fueben oder t verfebreyen* . But it is 
now time to follow the candidate who has fhown 
himfelf more docile through the various prepara- 
tory degrees. 

• Inftru&ions for the Regent, No. 15. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Second Part of the Code of the Ehminet$*—Pirft pre- 
paratory Degree, of the Novice and of his Teacher. 

Length In the early-ftages of Iliumiriifm the duration of 
novitiate. t ^ ie c ^ me °f tria i for the Novice was three years 
for thofe who were not eighteen years of age j two 
, years for thofe between eighteen and twenty- four; 
and one year for thofe who were near thirty*. 
Circumftances have fince occafionally caufed the 
time to be abridged ; but* whatever may be the 
difpofitions of the Novice, though the time may 
be difpenfed with, he muft go through the diffe- . 
rent trials, or have got the Hart of them before 
he is admitted into the other degrees. During 
this interval he has no Other fuperior but the Infi- 
nuator to whom he is indebted for his vocation ; 
and during the whole time of the noviciate, the 
Infinuator is exprefsly forbidden to inform his 
pupil of any other member of the Order. This 
law was made to fkreen the Order from the dangers 
which might refult from any indifcretioi) of the 
Novice, and to render the Infinuator alone relpon- 
fible in fuch cafes ; for, ihould the Novice unfor- 

• The Statutes reformed. No. 7. 

5 tunately 
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tunately be an indifcreet talker, the code exprefsly 
fays, his imprudence would at mod betray only j 
one of the brethren*. The firft leflbns of the In- Study of 
finilator (in future his teacher) treat entirely on the v j ce> 
importance and the inviolability of the fecrefy Secrefy. 
which is to be obferved in Illuminifm. He will 
begin by telling his Novice, “ Silence and fecrefy 
“ are the very Joul of the Order , and you will care- 
* c folly obferve this filence as well with thofe whom 
** you may have only reafon to fuppofe are already 
“ initiated, as with thofe whom you may hereafter 

know really to belong to the Order. You will 
** remember, that it is a conftant principle among 
“ us, that ingenuoufnefs is only a virtue with refpett 
" to our JuperiorSi but that dijlrujl and referve are 
€t the fundamental principles. You will never re- 
" veal to any perfon, at prefent or hereafter, the 
** flighted circumftance relative to your admiffion 
« f into the order, the degree you hav-e received, 

«* nor the time when admitted j in a word, you 
« will riever fpeak of any objedt relating to the ' 

« order even before Brethren, without the ftrongeft 
«* neceffityf.” 

Under the reftridtions of this fevere law, one 
IUuminee will often be a ftranger to another ; and 
the Novice will -fee in this no more than a meafure 

* The Statutes reformed. No. 16. 

f Original Writings, Statutes, No. 20. Statutes reformed, 
jio.27. True Illuminifm, General Statutes, No. 31,32. 
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of fafety for the order, which might be fuifted by 
the leaft indifcretion*. 

More certainly to 'allure himfelf of the difcre- 
tion of the Novice, the Infinuator will give him no 
further infight, nor entruft him with any writing 
relative to the order, until he has obtained the 
following declaration : “ I, the underfigned, pro- 
“ mife upon my honour, and without any refer-. 
tc vation, never to reveal either by words, figns, 
“ or actions, or in any poflible manner, to any 
“ perfon whatever, either relations, allies, or moft 
“ intimate friends, any thing that {hall be entruft- 
“ ed to me by my Introducer relative to my en-y 
“ trance into a fecret fociety, and this whether my 
“ reception fhall take place or not. I fubjedk 
“ myfelf the more willingly to this fecrefy, as my 
“ Introducer ajfures me that nothing is ever tranf- 
“ ailed in this fociety hurtful to religion, morals, or 
“ the Jlate. With refpedt to all writings which I 
“ may be entrufted with, and letters which I may 
“ receive concerning the fame objedt, I engage 
“ myfelf to return them, after having made for 
“ my foie ufe the neceflary extradtsf.” 

Thefe writings or books relative to the Order 
are only lent to the Novice at firft in fmall num- 
bers, and for a fhort time and then he muft pro- 

• Summary of the Statutes, No. 15. B. 

•f Original Writings, and the true Ilium. Art. Rrverji. 
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wife to keep them out of the reach of the pro* 
phane ; but as he is promoted in rank, he may 
preferve them for a longer time, and is intruded 
sftth a larger quantity * though not without 
having informed the Order of the precautions he 
fhall have taken, led in cafe of his death any of 
thefe writings Ihould fall into prophane hands 
He will afterwards learn, that the Brotherhood 
take ma$y other precautions for fecrefy, not only 
rcfpedting the datutes, but even with regard to 
the very exidence of the Order. He will fee, for 
example, in its laws, that Ihould any of the bro- 
therhood fall lick, the other brethren are aflidu- 
oufly to vifit him, in the fird place to fortify him, 
that is to fay, to hinder him from making any de- 
clarations at the hour of his death ; and, fecondly, 
to carry away whatever writings relative to the 
Order the fick man may have had in his pof- 
feflion, as foon as any fymptoms of danger 
appear f. 

He will at length learn, that to frudrate all II. 
attempts to trace even their very exidence, the Study * 
Order does not exijl every where under the same 
name, but that they are to affurac the name of 
fame 'other Order, perhaps even of a literary fociety, 

• Institutes of the Insinuated, No. 8. Orig. Writ, the 
real IUuminee, No. 7. 

f Statute* of the Minerval, Ne. 1a. 

Vol. III. F «r 
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or meet without any name which can attract the 
attention of the public. 

Didion- The firft writing delivered to the Novice, |o 
Order, accuftom him to profound fecrefy, is what may 
be called the Diftionary of Illuminifm. He muft 
begin by learning the language of the Seft, that is 
to fay, the art of communicating with the fiipe- 
riors and other adepts without the poflibility of 
being underftood by the prophane. By tneans of 
this language, the Illuminees are to be able to 
correfpond with each other, without running 
the rifk of its being difcovered of what Brother 
they fpeak; from what place, in what language, at 
what period, and to whom, or by whom the letter 
is written. 

Charade- To avoid the difcovery of perfons, the Novice 
names of w '^ team, that no Brother bears the fame name in 
its Mem- the Order which he does in the world i indeed, 
er *' had he been initiated in the higher degrees of Ma- 
fonry, he would have feen the fame precaution 
taken, where the Roficrucians receive what they 
call their Cbarafteriftic or their adoptive name. 
The Novice will receive the charafteriftic imme- 
diately on his admiflion, and it will in fome mea- 
fure imply the parts which he is in future ta 
aft in the general confpiracy. It will be his talk 
hereafter to fludy and write the hiftory of his new 
patron •, he will by this method recognize in the 
qualities and aftions of his hero the particular 

fervices 

i 
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fervices which the order will exped from him *. 

This name will be cholen as conformably as pof- 
lible to the difpofitions obferved in him. Has he 
fhown any propenfity to repeat the impieties of 
Philofophifm againft the Gofpel, he will be clafTed 
with the Celfi and Porphirii, or with the Tindals 
and Shaftfburys ; lhould his turn be toward the 
hatred of Kings, or fhould his talents be judged 
ulcfol for the polity of the Order, then his cha- 
rade riftic will be of the Brutus, Cato, or Machi- 
avel tribe. He will not be told what he is to do 
to deferve his name, hut they will contrive that it 
(hall occur to him. Neither will he be told why 
Weilhaupt affumed the name of. Spartacus (a 
name fo famous in Rome becaufo he waged the 
war of the flaves againft their matters) j but lhould 
he ever be admitted to the higher myfteries, he 
will eafily recognize the reafon f. 

The place from whence they write, as well as I® Geo- 
the perfons of whom or to whom they write, is in 
like manner to be kept fecret ; a new Geography 
is therefore taught the Novice. He will thence 
learn, that Bavaria, the country of their founder, 
is denominated Achaia ; Swabia, Pannonia Fran - 
conia, Auftria , and Tyrol are denoted by Illyria, 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Inftruftions for the Infinu- 
ated. No. 7, and Vol. II. Let. 13. 

f Original Writings, Vol. I. Sec. 4. 

F 2 Egyp, 
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Egypt , and Peloponnefus -, Munich is called Athens \ 
Bamberg, Antioch -, bifpruck, Samos -, Vienna in 
Auftria, Roma fVurtzburg , Carthage-, Frankfort 
on the Mein becomes Thebes-, and Heidelberg, 
Utica . Ingolftadt, the natal foil of the Order, was 
not fufficiently denoted by Ephejus ; this privileged 
town was to be decorated with a more myfterious 
name, and the profound adepts bellowed on it that 
of Eleufts. 

Should the Novice ever be fent on a million out 
of his own country, or to diftant Ihores, he will 
then receive farther inftru&ions in the Geography 
of theSeft*. 

fu Ca- He mull alfo learn how to date his letters, and 

lcndar. be converfant with the illuminized Hegira or 
Calendar; for all letters which he will receive 
in future will be dated according to the Perfian 
era, called Jezdegert and beginning A. D. 630. 
The year begins with the Illuminees on the 
firft of Pharavardin, which anlwers to the 21ft 
of March. Their firll month has no lefs than 
forty-one days ; the following months, inftcad of 
being called May, June, July, Augull, Septem- 
ber, and October, are Adarpahajcht, Chardad, 
Thirmeh , Merdedmeh, Shaharimeb, Mebarmeb : 
November and December are Abenmeh, Adameb: 
January and February, Dimeh, and Benhem : The 

* Original Writings, Seft. 2 and 3; 
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month of March only has twenty days, and is 
called Afpbandar*. 

The Novice mult next learn how to decypher Its Cy- 
the letters he may receive ; in order to which, he ph6r * 
mult make himfelf mailer of that cypher, which 
is to ferve him until initiated into the higher de- 
grees, when he will be entrulted with the hiero- 
glyphics of the Orderf. 

He will alfo remember, that he is never to write 
the name of his Order ; fo venerable a word can- 
not be expofed to prophane eyes, and a circle © 
with a point in the middle of it will fupply this 
facred word, and a long fquare or parallelogram 
D will denote the word Lodge. 

After thele preliminary Itudies, the young bro- III. 
ther receives a part of the code, under the title of fta- 
Statutes of the Jlluminees, But thefe firft ftatutes tutes. 
are nothing more than a fnare, and the young 

• See the real Illuminees firft degree* 
f The common cypher of the Illuminees confift in numbers 
eorrefponding to letters in the following order* 

12. 11. io. 9. 8* 7* 6. 5. 4* 3 » 2* i* 

a. b. c. d. e. f. g. h. i. k. 1. m. 

13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 

n, o. p. q. r. s. t. u. w. x. y. z. 

The hieroglyphics are contained in the oppofite Plate, and 
are copied from thofe publifhed at the end of the degree of 
Scotch Knight or Directing Hlumiftee. There is a third cy- 
pher, bat that has never been publiihed. 

F 3 Novice, 
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Novice, with pkafure no doubt, fees them begin 
with the following words : 

“ For the tranquillity and fecurity of all the 
“ Brethren, whether Novices or aCtive Members 
“ of the Society, and to prevent all ill-grounded 
“ fufpicions, or dilagreeable doubts, the venerable 
“ Order declares, that it abfolutely has in view no 
“ frojeSI , enterprize , or undertaking hurtful to the 
<c ft ate, to religion , nr /<? goo*/ morals ■, and that it 
“ favours nothing of that nature in any of its mm - 
“ forj. Its defigns, all its toils, folely tend to 
“ infpire men with a zeal for the perfection of 
** their moral characters, to impregnate them with 
“ humane and fociable fentiments, to counteract 
“ the plans of the wicked, to fuccour opprefled 
“ and fufFering virtue, to favour the advancement 
<f of men of merit, and to render thofe fciences 
“ univerfal which are as yet hidden from the ge- 
“ nerality of men. Such is not the coloured pre- 
“ text, but the real objeCt of the Order*.” 

Even Ihould the Novice not have entirely laid 
afide all his fufpicions refpeCting the intentions of 
the Order, ftill fo pofitive a declaration he muft 
think would guarantee him as to all obligations 
which might be impofed upon him. His grand 
aim is to be, to form his heart in fuch a manner as 

• The True Illuminee, General Statutes— Original Writ- 
ings, Vol. I. Sett. 8. 
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to gain not only the affe&ion of his friends but 
even of his enemies. He is poiitively ordered 
to endeavour with all his might to acquire both 
interior and exterior perfeSion. It is true, he is 
loon after as pofitively ordered to fiudy the arts of 
diffinvlation and difguife j but then the Brother In- 
finuator is at his elbow to explain to him how 
that art coincides with true perfc&ion, and thus 
iupprefs any fufpicions which might arife from a 
companion of thefe two injunctions. Befide, the 
Novice has many other duties to fulfil, which 
will deprive him of opportunity for fuch re- 
flections. 

He is next told, that the Brethren muft have IV * 
but one mind, one will, and fimilar fentiments j The^mo- 
that, to efieCtuate this, the Order has made choice 
of certain works, to which he muft apply with the 
greateft attention. Should the Novice be one of 
thole men whom an attachment to the Golpel ren- 
dered more circumfpeCt as to the fnares laid for 
his beliefj the very choice of the books would 
fuffice to Ihow him, that the firft objeCt of the 
Infinuator was to perfoade him, that it is not even 
necefiary to be a Chriftian to acquire the perfec- 
tion enjoined by the ftatutes. The Morality he is 
taught is that of Epiftetus, Seneca , Antoninus , and 
Plutarch , all foreign to Chriftianity. He will alfo 
receive the works of modern Sophifters, fuch as 
Wieland \ Meiners , and BaJfadows t who by no 
• t F4 means 
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means make perfection to confift in Chriftianitjr. 
Under the foothing and mellifluous language of a 
moderate and fpecious Phflolbphy, he will be led 
to lubricity and impiety, traced by the fophifti- 
cated pen of Helvetius in his celebrated work d& 
* L'Efprit *. But the Infinuator muft previoufly 
have fufficiently fludied the dilpofitions of his 
pupil to know whether fuch propofitions would 
any longer ftartle him. Befide, nothing is better 
calculated to diflipate all fuch fears, than the con- 
ftant application that is required to thofe books 
which are put into the hands of the Novice, 
added to the care taken to deprive him of all fuch 
as might infpire him with contrary ideas. The 
Teacher is carefully to attend to all the rules laid 
down in the code on this fubjeCt, and to fee that 
his Novices fulfil the intentions of the Order in 
this refpeCt. He is frequently to converfe with 
them; he is to mark out their occupations for 
them j he is even to make them unexpected vifits 
to furprize them, 'and thus to lee in what manner 
they apply to the code and other writings with 
which the Order has entrufted them. He is to re- 
quire an account of what they have read, and ex- 
tracts from the different works •, he will alfift them 
by his explanations j — > in Ihort, nothing is to be 

* See the lift of thefe works in the Original Writings in 
the Statutes reformed, No. 25. 
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neglected which can fecure their progrefs in the 
fpirit and morals of the Order *. 

An objeCt of far greater importance next ‘ at- 
tracts the attention of the Novice; it is that which 
the code calls the great eft of all ; it is, the knowledge 
af men. The teacher will reprefent this to his 
pupil as the moft inter efting of aU fciences f. To 
make himfelf mailer of this fcience, the Novice 
receives the model of a journal in the form of 
tablets, and his teacher fhows him how they are to 
be uftfo Provided with this journal, he is to make 
his oblervations on every body he finds himfelf in 
company with ; he is to trace their characters, and 
account to himlelf for every thing he has feen or 
heard. Left hi$ memory Ihould fail him, he muft 
always be provided with a loofe paper or fmall 
tablets, on which he may at all hours note his 
obfervations, which he is afterwards carefully to 
digeft in his journal. To be certain of the No- 
vice’s attention to this point, the Brother Teacher 
will examine his tablets and his journal from 
time to time. To render him more expert in the 
art of drawing the characters of the living, he 
will exercife the Novices on ancient authors, and 
on the heroes of antiquity. No ftudy or cuftom 


* See Inflru&iones pro Infinuantibus et Recipientibus. 

-+ The true Illuminee. Inltru&ions on the Art of forming 
Pupils, No. iz. 

is 
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is io frequently recommended as this in all the code 
of Uluminifm. It is to be the grand ftudyof 
the Novice, and the prime occupation of every 
degree *. 

It is by his affiduity in this great art that thfcV 
Novice will learn how to diftinguilh thofe wt&sfc 
he may hereafter judge proper to be admitted into 1 
or rejected from the Order ; and it is with that 
view that the Preceptor perpetually preiTes him te u 
propofe thofe whom be may think Jit for%e Order f* 
By this means a double objeft is aflAned ftrft, 
the propagation of the Order j and ^Secondly, a 
knowledge of its friends or enemies j the dangers 
it may be threatened with and the means to be 
adopted, or the perfons to be gained or courted, 
to avert the impending ftorm ; in fine, of extend- 
ing its conquefts. Whether the Illuminee be a No- 
vice, or in any other degree, he is bound by the 
laws of the Order to make his report in the pre- 
feribed forms at leaft once a month f . 

While the Novice is perpetually making re- 
fearches of this nature, he is not aware that he is 
as carefully watched by his Infinuator, who on his 


* See Ibid. No. 13,— Original Writings, the Statutes re- 
formed, No. 9, 10, 13, 14. — Inftru&iones pro Infinuantibus, 
No. 5, pro Recipientibus, No. 16, &c. &c. 
f Inftruftiones pro Recipientibus, No. 13. 
t Inftruftions for the Infinuated, No. 5, C. and Original 
Writings, &c. 

fide 
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fide notes and writes down wery tiring that he ob- 
ferves cither as to the failings or the progrefs, the 
ftrong or weak fide of his pupil, and thefe he as 
regularly tranftnits to the fuperiors *. 

The pupil little fufpedts that the grand objeft 
of his Infinuator is to bind him in fuch a manner to 
lUuminifm, even long before he is acquainted with 
ary of its fecretSy that it fhall be impolfible for him 
to break thofe bonds which fear and terror fhall 
have impofed upon him, fhould he ever wifh to 
fhrink from the horrid plots and fyftems which he 
might thereafter difeover. 

This profound policy of binding the Novices to 
Dluminifm confifts, firft, in giving them a magni- 
ficent idea of the grandeur of the proje&s of the 
Se£t, and, fecondly, in a vow of blind obedience to 
the fuperiors in every thing which they judge 
conducive to the ends of the Order, which vow 
the Infinuator is to find means of extorting from 
his pupil. 

It is here particularly that Weifhaupt appears 
to wifh to affimilate the government of his Seft to 
that of the religious Orders, and efpecially to that 
of the Jefuits, by a total facrifice of their own will 
and judgment, which he exatts of the adepts ; and 
to the exercifing of the Novices in this point, he 

* Inftruftions for the Infinuator, No. 3 and 4. — The real 
Illuminee, Inftruttions on the Art of forming the Brethren, 
No. 1, and 2. 
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expreflly adverts in his inftruftions to the Infi- 
nuators *. But this is precifely the place to re- 
mark on the amazing difference between the illu- 
minized and the religious obedience. Of that im- 
menfe number of religious who follow the infti- 
tutes of St. Bafil, St. Bencdift, St. Dominic, or St. 
Franeis, there is not one who is not thoroughly 
convinced that there exifls a voice far more im- 
perious than that of his fuperior, the voice of his 
confcience, of the Gofpel, and of his God. There 
is not one of them who, Ihould his fuperior com- 
mand any thing contrary to the duties of a Chris- 
tian, or of an honed; man, would not immediately 
fee 'that fuch a command was a releafe from his 
vow of obedience. This is frequently repeated 
and clearly expreffed in all the religious inftitutes, 
and no where more explicitly or pofitively than in 
thofe of the Jefuits. They are ordered to obey 
their fuperior, but in cafes only where fuch obe- 
dience is not finful, ubi non cerneretur peccatum 
It is only in cafes where fuch obedience can have 
no finful tendency whatever, ubi definiri non poffit 
aliquod peccati genus intercedere And, as if this 

* Mirabeau Monarchic Pruflienne, Vol. V. and Eflajr on 
the Illuminees, Chap. III. — Laft Obfervations by Philo, 
page 61. 

t Conllitution of the Jefuits, Part III. Chap. I. Parag. *, 
Vol. I. Edition of Prague. J Ibid. Part VI. Chap. I, 
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were not fufficiently exprefied, we hear their foun- 
der, at the very time when he recommends obe- 
dience to his religious, exprcfsly laying, but re- 
member that your vow is binding only when the com- 
mands of man are not contrary to tbo/e of God > ubi 
Deo contraria non pracipit homo *. All thofe per- 
fons therefore who, like Mirabeau, furmifed cer- 
tain coincidences, or as he calls them pints of 
tontall , between the religious inftitutes, and the 
code of the Illuminees, Ihould have begun by ob- 
ferving, that religious obedience is in its very ef- 
fence an obligation of doing all the good which 
may be prefcribed without the leaft taint of harm. 
It was eafy for them on the contrary to demon- 
ftrate, that the obedience fought for by Weif- 
haupt’s code was a dilpofition to obey every order 
received from the fuperior in lpite of confcience, 
and unheedful of the moft iniquitous guilt', pro- 
vided it tended to the good of the Order. “ Our 
“ fociety (for fuch are the expreflions of the 
code) exacts from its members the facrifice of 
“ their 'liberty, not only with refpeft to all things, 
“ but abfolutely with refpeSl to every means of 
<( attaining its end. Yet the prefumption on the 
“ goodnefs of the means prefcribed is always in 
“ favour of the orders given by the fuperior s. They 
“ arc clearer-lighted on this objeft j they are 

• Epift. Tgnatii De Obcdientia. \ 


better 



ft THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

** better acquainted with it ; and it is on this very 
“ account that they are nominated fuperiors— It is 
“ their bulinefs to lead you through the labyrinth 
“ of errors and darknefs j and in fuch a cafe obe- 
“ dience is not only a duty, but an objeX for 
ct grateful acknowledgment *. 

Such is the obedience of the Illumineesj nor 

is there a tingle exception to be found in all 

their code. We fhall fee the Novice, before he 

terminates his trials, obliged to explain himfelf 

explicitly with refpeX to orders which he may 

receive from his fuperiors, and which he may 

think contrary to his confcience. In the firft place 

his teacher is to intangle him, and make himfelf 

perfeXly matter of his moft fecret thoughts.— 

Under the pretence of knowing himfelf better. 

His fe- while ftudying the art of knowing others, the 

crets dif- Novice is to draw a faithful piXure of himfelf, 
covered. . * 

to unfold his interetts and connexions, as well as 

thofe of his family. 

Here again the Infinuator furnifhes him with 
the tablets in the requifite form, that he may give 
this new proof of confidence to the Order j but 
this will neither be the laft nor the moft important 
one for which he will be called upon. 

On thefe tablets, the Novice is to write down 
his name, age, funXions, country, and abode ; the 

* Statutes reformed. No. i, 4, and 25. — The true Ilia- 
rninee. General Statutes, No. 11, 12. 
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fpecics of ftudy in which he occupies himfelf, 
the books of which bis library is cmpofed , and the 
fecret writings of which he may be in pofTefiion j 
his revenue, his friends, his enemies, and the 
reafon of his enmities ; in fine, his acquaintances 
and his protestors. 

To this table he is to fubjoin a fecond, explain- 
ing the fame objeSts with refpeSt to his father, his 
mother, and all their other children. He is to 
be very explicit with refpeSt to the education they 
received, to their paffions and prejudices, to their 
Jlrong and weak fides. 

We will exemplify this fecond table by an 
extract from the Original Writings, by which the 
reader will perceive that parents are not very 
much favoured — “ The Novice, Francis Antony 

*' St aged 12, reprefents his father as 

<e violent , and of foldierlike manners ; his mother as 
" a little avaricious ; the weak fide of both to be 
“ flattery and intcreft : both living after the old 
** fafhion, and with an antiquated franknefs; in 
€t their devotion, headftrong, arrogant ; with dif- 
<f Acuity abandoning an ill-conceived projeSb, 

“ and ftill more unforgiving to their enemies j 
** that they neverthelefs were little hated, becaufe 
“ little feared j and hardly in the way of doing 
“ any body any harm.” 

While the Novice is thus occupied in re- 
vealing all his fecrets, and thofe of his family, 

the 
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the Inlinuator on his fide is drawing up a new 
ftatement of every thing he has been able to 
difcovcr during the whole time of his pupil** 
trial, either with refpedt to him or to his re* 
iations. 

On comparing the two ftatements, fhould 
the fuperior approve of the admiffion of the 
Novice to the laft proofs, he is then to anfwer 
the grand queftions. It is by thefe queftions 
that the Novice is to judge of the extent of 
the facrifice he is about to make, and of the 
awful fubjedtion of his whole will, confcience, 
and perfon, to Illuminifm, if he wifhes to gain 
admittance. 

Queftions The Queftions are twenty- four in number, and 
anfwfr. 10 couc hed i n the following terms : 

I. Are you ftill defirous of being received into 
the Order of the Illuminees ? 

II. Have you ferioufly reflected on the impor- 
tance of the ftep you take, in binding yourjelf by 
engagements that are unknown to you ? 

III. What hopes do you entertain, or, by what 
reafons are you induced to enter among us ?' 

/ IV. Would you ftill perfevere in that wifti, 
though you fhould find that we had no other 
objedt or advantage whatever in view but the per- 
fedtion of mankind ? 

V. What would be your condudt fhould the 
Order be of new invention ? 


VI. Should 
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VI. Should you ever dijcover in the Order any 
thingwicked, or unfufi to be done, what part would 
you take-, Wenn unanftandige, ungerechtc fachcn 
vorkamen, wie er fich verhalten wurde ? 

VII. Can you and will you look upon the welfare 
of the Order as your own? 

VIE. We cannot conceal from you, that Mem- 
bers, entering into our Order without , any other 
motive than to acquire power, greatnefs, and 
conlideration, are not thofe whom we prefer. 
In many cafes one muft know how to lofe in order 
to gain. Are you aware of all this ? 

IX# Can you >love all the Members of the 
Order, even fuch of your enemies as may be 
members of it ? 

X. Should it fo happen that you fhould be 
obliged to do good to your enemies who are of 
the Order, to recommend them, for example, 
or extol them} would you be difpofed to do 
fo? 

XI. Do you , moreover, grant the power of life 
and death to our Order or Society? On what 
grounds would you refufe, or recognize in it fuch 
a right j Ob er diefer gefelfchaft, oder order auch das 
jus vitas et necis, aus was grnden, oder nich 
zugejlebe? 

XII. Are you difpofed on all occafims to give the 
preference to men of our Order, over all other 
men? 

VOL. III. 
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xm. How would you with to revenge yourfelf 
of any injuftice, either great or fin all, which you 
may have received from ft rangers or from any one 
of our Brethren ? 

XIV. What would be your conduct fhouH you 
ever repent of having joined our Order ? 

XV. Are you willing to fhare with us happinefs 
and misfortune ? 

XVI. Do you renounce the idea of ever making 
your birth, employment, ftation, or power, fervc 
to the prejudice or contempt of any one of the 
Brethren ? 

XVII. Are you, or have you any idea of be- 
coming, a Member of any other fociety ? 

XVIII. Is it from levity, or in hopes of fbon 
being acquainted with our conftitution, that you 
fb eafily make thefe promiles ? 

XIX. Are you fully determined to obferve our 
laws ? 

XX. Do you Jubjett yeutfelf to a blind obedi- 
ence WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION WHATEVER? 

And do you knout the ftrengtb offucb an engagement? 
Ober unbedingten gehorfam angelobe, unde wiflfe 
was das fey ? 

XXI. & there no confederation that can detier 
you from entering into our Order ? 

XXli. Witiyouy in cafe it is required, affifi in tbe 
propagation of tbe Order , Jiipport it by your counftk, 
by your money, and by all other means ? 

XXIII. 
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XXIII. Had you any expectation that you 
would have to anfwer any of thcfe queftions j and 
if fo, which queftion was it ? 

XXIV. Whatfecurity can you give us that you 
will keep thefe promiles ; and to what punilhment 
will you fubjeCt yourlelf in cafe you lhould break 
any of them*? 

In order to judge of the nature of the anfwers 
written and ligned by the Novice, and confirmed 
by his oath, it will be lufficient to caft our eyes on 
the account of the reception of two Brethren, as it 
is contained in the archives of the Sedt. To the 
Vlth queftion Jhould you ever difcover in the Order 
any thing wicked, or unjuft to he done , what part 
would you take? The firft of thele two Novices 
aged a 2 , and named Francis Anthony St.... anfwers, 
/wears, and ftgns, ** I would certainly execute thole 
tc things, if lb commanded by the Order, becaule 
“ it may be very poflible that I am not capable 
“ of judging of what is juft or unjuft. Belides, 
“ lhould they be unjult under one alpedt, they 
“ would ceafe to be Jo as Joon as they became a means 
t( of attaining bappinefs , the general end.” 

The Novice Francis Xaverius B . . . . anfwers, 
fwears, and ligns, in like manner, “ I would not 
“ refufe to execute thofe things (wicked and un- 

• Original Writing*. The account of the reception of tiW» 
Novices, Vo*. I. Seft. 17. 

G 2 V juft) 
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“ juft) provided they contributed to the general 
“ good.” 

To the Xlth queftion, on life and death, the firft 
Novice anfwefs with the fame formalities, “ Yes, 

“ I acknowledge this right in the Order of Illu- 
“ minees ; and why Ihould I refufe it to the Order, 

<f Ihould it ever find itfelf neceflitated.to exercife 
“ it, as perhaps without fiich a right it might 
** have to fear its awful ruin. The ftate would 
“ lofe little by it, ftnee the dead man would be re- 
“ placed byfo many others'. Befides, I refer to my 
“ anfwer to queftion VI.;” that is to fay, where 
he promifed to execute whatever was juft or un- 
juft, provided it was with the approbation or by - 
order of the Superiors. 

The fecond anfwers, fwears, and figns to the 
fame queftion, “ The fame reafon which makes 
“ me recognize the right of life and death in the 
“ governors of nations, leads me to recognize 
« moft willingly the fame power in my Order, 

« which really contributes to the happinefs of 
" mankind as much as governors of nations ought 
“ to do.” I 

On the XXth queftion, on blind obedience with- 
out refir iltion, one anfwers, “Yes, without doubt, 

« the promifs is of the utmoft importance ; never the* 
“ lefs I look upon it as the only poffible means by 
M which the Order can gain its ends” The fecond 
is lefs precife : “ When I confider our Order as erf 
5 “ modern 
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Cc modern invention and as little extended, I have 
** a fort of repugnance in binding myfelf by fo 
“ formidable a promife j becaufe in that cafe I am 
** juftified in doubting whether a want of know- 
<c ledge or even lome domineering paflion might 
“ not fometimes occafion things to be command* 
** ed totally oppolite to the propofed object of 
“ the general welfare. But when I fuppofe the 
* ( Order to be more univerfally fpread, I then 
“ believe, that in a fociety comprehending men 
“ of fuch different ftations, from the higher to the 
** lower, thofe men are befit enabled to know the 

courfe of the world, and how to diftinguifh the 
“ means of accompli thing the laudable projects 
« of the Order.” 

This.doubt of the Novice as to the antiquity of 
the Order muff: have difpleafed Wcilhaupt, who 
ipared no pains to make it appear that Uluminifm 
was of ancient date, the better to excite the curio- 
fity and die veneration of the pupils, being .con- 
tent to enjoy the glory of his invention with his 
profound adepts, to whom only he rcyealed the 
fecret of the invention in the higheft degrees and 
with the laft myfteries. But our Novice went on 
to fay, that on the whole he rather believed the 
Order to be of ancient than of modern invention ; 
and, like his fellow Novice, he “ promiles to be 
“ faithful to all the laws of his Order, tp fupport 
*' it with his counfels, his fortune, apd all other 
G 3 (i meansj 
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" means ; and finifhes by fkbjeBtng bimfelf taferfei* 
** bis honour y and even bis life, Jhotdd be ever break. 
“ bis protnife*.” 

When the Infinuator has found means of bind- 
ing the Novice to the Order by fuch oaths, and 
efpeciafly when the young candidate lhall have 
recognized without hefitanon that ftrange and 
awful right which fubjetts the life of every citizen 
to the fatellites of Dluminifm, fhould any be un- 
fortunate enough to difpleafe its Superiors ; when 
the Novice is blinded to fuch a degree as not to 
perceive that this pretended right, far from im- 
plying a fociety of fages, only denotes a band of 
ruffians and a federation of afiaffins like the emif- 
- fariesof the Old Man of the Mountain j when, in 
fhort, he fhallhave fubmittedhimfclf to this ter- 
rible power, the oath of the modem Seyde is font 
to the archives of the Order. His difpofitions 
then prove to be fuch as the Superiors required 
to confer on him the fecond degree of the prepa- 
ratory clafs j and the Infinuator concludes his mif- 
fion by the Introduttion of his pupil. 

The pro- -^t the appointed time in the dead of the night, 
motion of the Novice is led to a gloomy apartment, where 
two men ate waiting for him, and, excepting his 
Infinuator, thefe are the firft two of the Sett with, 
whom the Novice is made acquainted. The S li- 


the No 
vice. 


* See the two accounts. 
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perior or his Delegate holds a lamp in his hand 
half covered with a {hade •, his attitude is fevere 
and imperious j and a naked {word lies near him 
on the table. The other man, who ferns as Se- 
cretary, is prepared to draw up the aft of initia- 
tion* No mortal is introduced but the Novice 
and his Infinuator, nor can any one elfe be pre- 
fent. A queftion is firft alked him, whether he 
Hill perfeveres in the intention of entering the 
Order. On his anfwering in the affirmative, he is 
lent by himlelf into a room perfeftly dark, there 
tp meditate again on his refolution. Recalled from 
thence, he is queftioned again and again on his 
firm determination blindly to obey all the laws of 
the Order. The Introducer anfwers for the dilpo- 
fitions of his pupil, and in return requefts the pro- 
teftion of the Order for him. 

<r Your requeft is juft,” replied the Superior 
to the Novice, (( In the name of the moft Se- 
“ rcne Order from which I hold my powers, and 
“ in the name of all its Membres, I promile you 
“ protection, juftice, and help. Moreover, I 
“ proteft to you once more, that you will find 
“ nothing among us hurtful either to Religion , to 
" Morals , or to the State here the Initiator 
takes in his hand the naked fword which lay upon 
the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the 
Novice, continues, “ but fhould you ever be a 
" traitor or a perjurer, aflure yourfelf that every 
G 4 « Brother 
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“ Brother will be called upon to arm againft you. 
“ Do not flatter yourfelf with the poflibility of 
“ e fcaping, or of finding a place of fecurity. — 
“ Wherever thou maylt be, the rage of the Bre- 
<c thren, lhame and remorfe lhall follow thee, and 
et prey upon thy very entrails.”' — He lays down 
the fword . — “ But if you perfift in the defign of 
* f being admitted into our Order, take this oath:” 

The oath is conceived in the following terms : 

tf In prefence of the all powerful God, and of 
* f you Plenipotentiaries of the moil high and moft 
** excellent Order into which I alk admittance, I 
“ acknowledge my natural weaknefs, and all the 
“ infufficiency of my ftrength. I confefs that, 
“ notwithftanding all the privileges of rank, ho- 
“ nours, titles, or riches which I may pofiefs in 
“ civil fociety, I am but a man like other men ; 
,c that I may lofe them all by other mortals, as 
ff they have been acquired through them; that I 
tf am in abfolute want of their approbation and 
“ of their efteem ; and that I muft do my utmoft 
tf to deferve them both. I never will employ 
<c either the power or confequence that I may 
“ poflefs to the prejudice of the general welfare. 
<c I will, on the contrary, refill with all my might 
“ the enemies of human nature, and of civil fo~ 
“ ciety” Let the reader oblcrve thefe laft 
words; let him remember them when reading of 
the myfteries of llluminifmi he will then be able 
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to conceive how, by means of this oath, to main-* 
tain civil fociety y Weifhaupt leads the adepts to the 
oath of eradicating even the laft veftige of lociety. 
“ I promife,” continues the adept, “ ardently to 
** feize every opportunity of ferving humanity, of 
** improving my mind and my will, of employing 
" all my ufefol accomplifhments for the general 
“ good, in as much as the welfare and the Jlatutes of 
<c the Jociety /hall require it of me. 

“ I vow (ich gelobe) an eternal ftlence t an in - 
<c vielable obedience and fidelity to all my fuperiors 
“ and to the Jlatutes of the Order. With respect 

" TO WHAT MAY BE THE OBJECT OF THE ORDER 

“ I fully and abfolutely renounce my own penetration 
st and my own judgment. 

" I promife to look upon the interefts of the 
Tt Order as my own ; and as- long as I lhall be 
ct a Member of it, I promife. to ferve it with my 
rt life , my honour , and my eftates. Should I ever, 
r * through imprudence, paflion, or wickednefs, aft 
Cf contrary to the laws or to the welfare of the 
zt Serene Order, I then fubjeBt myfelf to whatever 
:t puni/hment it may pleafe to inflift upon me.” 

“ I alfo promife to help the Order, to the beft 
r * of my power, and according to my confcience, 
c with my counfels and my aftions, and without 
'* the leaft attention to my perfbnal intereft; alfo, 
to look upon all friends and enemies of the 
:t Order as my own, and to behave to them as the 

“ Order 
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“ Order lhall dire <51. I am equally difpofed to 
“ labour with all my might and all my means 
u at the propagation and advancement of the 
“ Order. 

» 

In tbefe promifes I renounce every Jecret rejerva-. 
“ tion, and engage to fulfill them all, according to the 
** true purport of the words, and according to the 
“ ftgnification attached to them by the Order when it 
“ preferibed the Oath - — , ; 

u So help me God." N. N. 

The oath being figned by the Novice, and cn- 
regiftered in the minutes of the Order, the Ipitian 
tor declares his admiSion, telling him at the iamc 
time, that he is not to expe& to know all the 
members, but thole only who, being of the fame 
degree, are under die lame Superior."»Froqa that 
moment advanced to the degree, of Minerval, he 
is inftru&ed in the ligns of his new degree, which 
are much of the fame nature as thofe of Malbnry. 
He is then enjoined to. give an exadt lift of all bis 
books, particularly of thofe which may be pre? 
cions or ufeful tp the Order. He alio receives 
the following queftions which he is to anfwer in 
writing, 

J, What Humid you wilh to be the objedt of 
our Order \ 

II. What means, either primary or feepndary, 
do you think molt conducive to the attainment of 
that objedt ? . 




III. What 
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III. What other things would you with to find 
among us ? 

IV. What men do you either hope to meet, or 
not to meet, among us * ? 

The anfwers given to thefe queftions will ena- 
ble the Superiors to judge how far the young adept 
has imbibed the principles of the Order. But 
other helps are preparing for him, that he may be 
able to demonftrate by his anfwers both the prof 
grefs he has made and that which he may be ex* 
pelted to make. 

Thus admitted to the degree of Minerva} \ he 
will find himfelf in future a Member of the Aca- 
demy of the Selt. Let us then obferve weU both 
the Scholars and their Mailers ; for they ftill be- 
long to the dais of preparation. 

* True Illuminee, i ft initiation. Page 51 and following. 
Original Writings, Vol. I. Se£l. 15. 


\ 


CHAP, 



9 * 


•THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY, 


CHAP. V. 

'Third Part of the Code of the IHumittees — Second 
preparatory Degree — The Academy of Hlumini/m y 
or the Brethren of Minerva, 


Objeft of Weishaupt, ruminating on what turn he 
jr reCt ’ fliould give to his Code of Illuminifm, that its 
progrefs might be more fubtile and infallible, ex- 
prefles himfelf in the following terms, on the 
preparatory degrees which were to fucceed to 
the novitiate of his pupils. “ I am thinking of 
** eftablifhing, in the next degree, a fort of an 
“ academy of Literati. My defign would include 
*? the ftudy of the Ancients, and an application 
“ to the art of obferving and drawing characters 
“ (even thofe of the living); and treatifes and 
** queftions, propofed for public compofitions, 
“ ihould form the occupations of our pupils — 
(< I Jhould wtjhy more efpecially , to make them J pies 
« over each other in particular , and over all in ge~ 
“ neral. It is from this clafs that I would feleCt 
<c thofe who have fhown the greateft aptnefs for 
“ the Myfteries. My determination, in fhort, is, 
" that in this degree they (hall labour at the dif- 
“ covery and extirpation of prejudices. Every 
“ pupil (for example) lhall declare, at lead once 

" a month, 

I 
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** a month, all thofe which he may have difcover- 
«* ed in himfelf j which may have been his prin- 
tf cipal one, and how far he has been able to get 
* r the better of it.” 

Ever influenced by a bitter hatred againft the, 
Jefoits, he does not blufli to fay — "I mean that 
«* this declaration (hall be among us, what con- 
<r feffion was among them.” He was, however, 
unfortunate in his application ; for in the Order of 
the Jefuits, no Superior could ever hear the con- 
feflions of the Inferiors ; and thus their very in- 
ftitutes rendered impoflible the horrid abufe, under 
which Weilhaupt affe&ed to cloak the abominable 
breach of confidence with refpedt to his pupils, 
when he lays, *« by thefe means I lhall difcern thofe 
“ who (how difpofitions for certain /pedal Doftrines 
“ relative to Government or to Religion 

The ftatutes of their Minerval degree are 
drawn up with a little more circumfpe&ion, and 
(imply declare, *« that the Order in that degree 
<f wifties to be confidered only as a learned fo- 
“ ciety or academy, confecrating its toils to form 
the hearts and minds of its young pupils both 
« by example and precept f.” Thefe are called 
the Brethren of Minerva , and are under the direc- 
tion of the Major or Minor Illuminees. The aca- 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. — Letter 4, to Cato, 
f Statutes of the Minerval, No. 16. 
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demy properly fo called is compoied of ten, twelve, 
and fometimes fifteen Minervals, under the direc- 
tion and tuition of a Major IUuminee. 

Of the In the kalendar of the Sedt, the days on which. 

academy 1 aCa d cm y meets are called holy, and its fittings 
Its fit- are generally held twice a month; always at the 
new moon. The place where they meet is called, 

. in their language, a Church. It mull always be 
preceded by an anti-chamber, with a ftrong door 
armed with bolts, which is to be fhut during the 
time of the meeting j and the whole apartment is 
to be fo difpofed, that it ftiall be impoflible for in- 
truders either to fee or hear any thing that is going 
forward*. 

At the commencement of each fitting, the 
Prefident is always to read, and, after his falhion, 
comment on fome chofen pafiages of the Bible, 
or Seneca , of Epiftetus , Marcus Aurelius, or Con- 
fucius The care he takes to give to all thefe 
works the fame weight and authority, will be fuf- 
ficient to make the pupils view the Bible in a 
fimilar light with the works of the Pagan Philo- 
fophers. 

This lecture over, each pupil is queftioned “ as 
** to the books which he has read fince the laft 
** meeting ; on the obfervations or difcoveries he 
«* may have made; and on his labours or ferviccs 
towards the progrefs of the Order/* 

* See the Minerval Ritual. f Ibid. 

Nor 



Ttife ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 9| 

Hor arc the ftudies and the books of which j** Li- 
the Brethren are to give an account, left to their nry * 
own choice. To each of thefe academies there is 
appropriated a particular library, whenever cif- 
cumftances will permit,, calculated to infure the 
fpmt of the Order j and this collection the Seft 
takes care to fomifh. By three different means it how pro- 
is accompliihed. Firft, by the money which the curei * 
Brethren contribute ; fecondly, by the lift of 
his own private Library, which is exalted from 
each candidate, who is obliged to fumifli there- 
from faeh books as may be required of him j the 
third means is derived from Weilhaupt’s grand 
principle, that every thing which is useful is 
an act of virtue. Now as it would be very 
ufeful for the Order - to get pofieflion of thofe rare 
books and precious manuferipts which Princes, 

Nobles, and Religious Orders, keep fhut up among 
their archives or in their libraries ; all Illuminees 
alting as librarians or archive-keepers are admo- 
nHhed, exhorted, and ferioufly preffed not to 
make any fcruple of fecretly ftealing fuch books 
or manuferipts, and putting them into the pof- 
feffion of the Selt. This is one of the moft ex- 
plicit le fions that Weifhaupt gives to his adepts j 
at one time telling them not to make a. cafe ef 
confcience of giving to the Brethren what they 
may have belonging to the library of the Court ; at 
another, fending a lift of what Ihould be ftolen 

from 
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from that of the Cannes* he fays, “ all theft 
“ would he of much greater ufe if they were in oUr 
“ hands. -+-lVhat do thofe rafcals do with all tbofii' 
“books*?” 

Yet, notwithftanding the caution with which 
the founder as yet withholds certain books from 
the hands of the Minerval , it is clear from the 
very afTortment of the libraries of the Order, that 
he does not hefitate at giving the pupils a certain 
number diredtly tending to the grand objedt, and 
particularly thofe which may create a contempt 
for religion. He wifhes much to fee an impartial 
hiftory of the Church and he even propofes here* 
after to publifh one himfelf, or at lead: to con- 
tribute many articles toward fuch a work. He 
calls the attention of the young adepts to Sarpi t 
to Le Bret’s arfenal of calumnies , and in fhort to all 
that has been written againft Religious Orders f. 
He had even put on the lift thofe impious^ works 
which appeared under the name of Freret. He 
fremed to have forgotten for a moment his ordi- 
nary prudence j but, warned of it by Knigge , he 
corrected his error J. Many other books, how- 
ever, were to be comprehended in the Minerval 
library, which were to difguife the objedt of it $ 
and it was one duty of the Prefiding Illuminee to 

• Original Writings, Vol. I. Letter 4. f Ibid, 

X Letter of Philo to Cato. 

feiedt 
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lele& fuch as would gradually direft his pupils, 
to the grand pbjeft of the Se&; always remem- 
bering, that the mod impious and feditious were 
referved for the higher degrees . Should the Pre- 
fident chance to find the Syftem of Nature , Natural 
Polity y Helvetius on . Man, or other fuch books, in 
the hands of his pupp, he was to avoid J hewing 
bis pleajwre or jR/pleofure, and leave them*. In 
Ihort, it is in the Msneroal fchools that the 
teachers are in a particular manner to pradife 
that great art of making the adepts rather as it 
were invent than learn the principles of the Order ; 
becaufe they will then, looking upon them as the 
offspring of their own genius, more ftrongly ad- 
here to them. 

There is yet another Icheme in thefe fchools itsoccus 
for attaching the young adepts to the Order.— 

Every brother is, at his firft reception, to declare 
to what art or fcience he means principally to 
apply, unlefs his ftation, genius, or particular cir- 
cumftances, debar him from the literary career 5 
in which latter cafe,, pecuniary contributions are to 
be an equivalent for thofe fervices which his talents 
cannot contribute f. If the Brethren adopt literary 
purfuits, then the Order enters into engagements 
to furnifh them with all poffible affiftancc to for* 

t 

I 

* Letter 3, to Cato. 

f Orig. Writ. Vel. I. -^-Summary of the Ioftitute, No. 9. 

Vol.IIJ. H watd 
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ward their undertakings in the art or fcience on 
which they (hall have determined j unlefs they 
ihould have chofen Theology or Jurifprudence t two 
fciences which the Order absolutely excepts from 
any fuch agreement*. « 

Thcfe fuccours for the Minerval have a two- 
fold tendency. On the one fide, they ferve to 
prove that the adept does not neglefl the fcience 
he has determined on, as he is to give an annual 
account of the difcoveries he has made, and of 
the authors from which he has made fele&ions. 
On the other hand, the Brethren following the 
fame Blanches of ftudy are defired to help him 
yrith all the means in their power. Should he 
meet with difficulties which he cannot folve, he may 
apply to his Superior, who will either folve them 
himfelfj, or lend them to other members of the 
Order, who, better verfed in thofe fciences, and 
bound to enlighten their Brethren* will fend the 
required folutionsf. 

Its prizes. That this degree of Minerval may have all 
the appearances of a literary fociety, the Superiors 
annually propofe fome queftion for a public com* 
pofition. The anfwers or difiertations are judged 
as in academies, and ' the difeourfe which obtains- 
the prize, is printed at the expence of the Order. 
The fame advantages are held out to all adept* 


* Statutes of the Minerval, No. i. f Ibid. No. 2. 

5 who 
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who wilh to publish theirworks, provided thejl 
ire not forfcign to the views of the Founder*.—* 

;They are fure to coincide with his intentions 

I , , ‘ 

fhould they bfe of the nature of thofe which he 
calls pafquils, of fuch as would create mirth among 
the people at the expence of the priefthood, and 
t>f religious truths i fuch 'as parodies oh the Lamen- 
tations of Jeremiah , or burlefque imitations of the 
Prophets ; in a word, all fuch fatires as difpofe the 
people to the grand objeft of the Se£L The Mi- 
nerval can give hb better proofs than thefe of his 
progrefs. The Sfcft ha§ bookfellefs who put theft Itsprofits. 
works into circulation, And the profits are tranf- 
initted to the coffers of the Order; 

' • It is, however, to be obferved, that fhould a 
•Mirierval, or any other of the Brethren, make a 
difeovery in any aft of lucrative ftftnce, he is 
obliged, under pain of being looked upon as a falfe 
Brother, to impart the fecret to the Order, who 
Will look Upon itfelf as proprietor of fuch fecrets 
fhoiild they have been difeovefed by h Brother 
after his admifiion among them f. 

Left he* fhould be imobferved when travelling, 
fW Minerval is never to undertake any journey 
without previoufly informing- his fuperiors, who 
will fend him letters of recommendation for dif- 

i 

* Statute* of the' Minerval, arid 10. 

f Summary of the Inftitutes, No. i r.— The true IUuminee. 

H 2 ftrent 
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ft rent Brethren on the road. He, in return, 
muft carefully report every thing that he fhall 
difeover during his travels, which may be to 
the advantage or difadvantage of the Order *. • 
tS d?*”" ® ut we rau ^ not ^ or g ct to mention, that during 
the academic fittings, the prefiding Illuminee it 
at leaft once a month to take a review of the 
principal faults which he may have obferved in 
any of his pupils. He is to interrogate them con* 
cerning thofe which they may have obferved them- 
felves j <{ and it would be an unpardonable ne* 
gleft,’ • fays the ftatutes, “ fhould any pupil pre- 
tend that during the fpace of a whole month he 
had remarked nothing reprehenfible. This would 
be a proof of the utmoft negligence in the training of 
bis mind to olfervalion j and the Superior muft not 
Juffer it to pqfs without reprebenfton. He muft alfb 
make his obfervations in fuch a manner as to ex-” 
cite their ferious attention, and efiedtually to im- 
prefs them with proper notions, fo that each oh 
returning home ihall be ready to put in practice 
his advice for the advantage of the Order f. Be- 
« fide, the Superior is as much as poflible to avoid ‘ 

letting a day pais without feeing his pupils, either 
he vifiting them, or they him£. 

9 

* Statutes of the Minerval, No. n. 

f lnftruftions for the Minenral, No. 4. . 

J Ibid, No. 3. 


But 
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1QI 


: But what can be the objedt of fuch vigilance, 
fjjch unremitting attention to the Minerval Aca- 
demy? A iingle word from the adept who, 
under the infpedtion of Weilhaiipt, organized 
its laws, will explain the enigma. It is, to adopt 
Knigge’s expreffionS, by the work? required of 
the young Academicians that the Order will be 
able to judge whether they are of that Jort of fluff The 
(that is to fay of that turn of mind, fufceptible of 0 f 
all the principles of Impiety and Anarchy) which 
is neceffary for the higher degrees. After all 
thefe labours, ihould the Minerval adept ftill retain 
any of what they call religionijl inclinations , he will 
then receive the three firft Mafonic degrees, and 
in them he may moulder during the reft of his 
life in the injtgnificant ftudy of all their bierolgypbics. 

He will indeed ftill continue under the infpedtion 
of the Superiors of the Order * but he may reft 
allured, that he will always remain a Minerval t 
with a brevet of imbecility, on the regifters of the 
Sedt *. On the contrary, ihould he have Ihown a 
fufHcient want of attachment to religion or to 
his Prince j ihould he enthufiaftically imbibe the 
principles of Uluminifm,-r<he. will certainly be 
promoted to higher degrees. During his Acade- 
mical courfe the Sedt has had unerring means of 
judging him j viz. by the queftions he has folved 


* LaH word from Philo, Page gq. 

H3 
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(apd which were put by the Orders not To much 
with ,a view of exercifing his talents as of prying, 
into, his opinions) ,. and by the ftaternents deli-' 
We red in by the Scrutators , of the impreffioa made 
by the different principles which they had diflemi-*. 
hated cither in the/ fhape of converfation, or by. 
way of refutation, to try the young Minerval. 

The queftions which he has. had to invefidgate 
during his courfe fometimes regarded the fecret 
of the Sed; at others, the fecurity of the adepts,, 
and of the Superiors. To envelop, the chiefs in. 
impenetrable darknefs, and that their afyluramay 
be proof againft all attempts, death itfelf is to be* 
divefted of its horrors. The Minerval muft not 
finifh his Academical courfe till he has fhown how 
far fuch fears have loft their influence over him f 
he (hall declare whether he is ready to fubmit to 
every torture, rather than give the leaft informa- 
tion concerning the Order ; or even evade the- 
temptation, by poifon or fuicide. A diflertation 
upon Cato, for example, will be, given him as a 
talk i and his management of it will fhow whether 
he is ready to fall by his own hand for the prefer- 
vation of the Brethren. The patet exit us , or the 
exit is free, that is to fay, that every m^n is free tq 
leave this life at plcafure, is one of thofe grand 
principles which muft be advanced} it muft be 
commented on and difeufled by the young adept ; 
and fhould any of thofe puerile ideas appear, which 

lead 
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lead to believe in a God the avenger of filicide, he 
is not the man to be entrufted with the fecret, and 
he fhall be fejedted*. 

Many other queftions are propofed in order to. 
convince the Sedt of the principles of the young 
Academician. It muft found his opinions on the 
means it employs, and on thofe in which he may 
hereafter be inftrumental. He will be ordered to 
difeufs Weifhaupt’s famous dodlrine, that the end 
fanftifies the means ; that is to fay, that there are 
no means, not even theft, poifon, homicide, or 
calumny, but are juft and laudable when ufed for 
the attainment of objedts which the Order may 
chufe to ftyle juft or holy f* 

After all this, the Minerval fhall furnifh fome 
differtation from which his opinions on Kings and 
Priefts may be afeertained J j but the preiiding 
adept muft carefully avoid compromifing himfelf j 
he muft not openly applaud the epigrams, far- 
cafms, or even blafphemies of his pupil ; that 
muft be left to the brethren vifitors, who will iq- 
finuate and encourage them without ever hinting 
that they arc in perfect unifon with the myfteries 
of the Order. He muft not fail, however, to ob- 
ferve which of his pupils are the moft zealous for 
fuch dodtrines, and who complacently repeat thefe 


* See hereafter the Chapter qn Jqridical DepQ fit ions, in 
Vol. IV. 


f Ibid. 
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farcafms or blaiphemies ; thofc, in fhort, who en- 
thufiaftically blend them in their Academical com- 
pofitions. This accomplifhed, they have run their 
Academic career, and are next promoted to the 
degree of Minor Ilhminee. 


CHAP. 



thb antisocial conspiracy. 
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CHAP. VI. 


% 

Fourth Part of the Code of Fluminees.— -Third pre- 
paratory Degree— -The Minor Jlluminee. 

. The objeft of the degree of Minor Uluminee is. Doable 
not only to difpofe the Brethren more and more J^De^ 
for the fecrets which have not yet been revealed g«e. 
to them ; but it has alfo in view their preparation 
for prefiding over the Minerval Academies in 
which they have already Aown their talents,' and 
their zeal for the Seft. The means which are to 
produce this double effeffc are worthy of remark, 
on account of one of thofe artifices which Weif- 
haupt alone could have invented. 

The Minor Uluminees hold fittings fimilar to 
thofe of the Minerval Academy. The Prefident 
muft necefiarily be one of thofe adepts who, ini- 
tiated in the higher myfteries of Illuminifm, have 
attained the degree of Priefi. He, alone having 
any knowledge of thefe higher myfteries, is par- 
ticularly enjoined to keep his pupils in the per- 
fuafion, that beyond the degree in . which he is 
there is no farther fecret to impart to them. But 
he is to fpare no pains to infufe thofe opinions 
• ~ into 
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icfir 


into their minds, of which the laft myfteries are 
but the developement. The Minor IUuminees are 
imperceptibly to become as it were the inventors 
and authors of Weifliaupt’s principles ; that, be- 
lieving them to be the offspring of their own 
genius, they may more zealoufly defend and pro- 
pagate them. “ It is neceffary,” lays the codei 
“ that tbe adept Jbould look upon bimjelf as the foun- 
“ der of the new Order” that hence he may con- 
ceive a natural ardor for its fuccel's. To effectu- 
ate this objeCt, an exordium is appropriated to the- 
initiation in this degree. It is one of thofe dif- 
courfes, which, replete with voluntary oijcurities , 
prefents the molt monfcrous errors to the mind, 
but exprelsly mentions none. The veil which is 
thrown over them is neither coarfe enough to 
hide, nor fine enough clearly to lhow them } all 
that the new adepts can obferve at a firft hearing- 
is, that tbe ebjcSt of tbe Order is worthy of admi- 
ration and zeal ; that qn ardent enthufiafm fhould 
inflame the mind of the young adept for the at- 
tainment of the grand object of all the labours of 
Iiluminifm j that the enjoyment of this happinefs 
depended much more on the aBions than on tbe 
words of the adepts. What then is this objeft,' 
and what are the obftacles that are to be over- 
come ? Of what fpecies are thofe actions, thofe 
labours of the adept which are to forward its 
views ? It is in thelc points that enigma and ob- 

* fcurity 
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fcurity veils the intent* and it is here that genius' 
is. to invent. That the errors of the Sed might 
be considered as originating with the adepts* it 
goes on to fay, the fame diffourfe fiall ferve in 
future as a text for all thofe which the Brethren Jhall 
prepare for the meetings of the Order . The Presi- 
dent will feled the obfcure pafiages which may 
lead to the development of thofe opinions which 
be wilhes to inftil into his pupils; fuch will be 
the fubjefts chofen for their themes , and he will 
carefully exad practical concluftons *. But to give 
the reader a better idea of what thefe themes or 
Commentaries are to be, we fhall quote a part of 
the original text. 

There certainly exift in the world public 
“ crimes which every wife and boneft. man would wifi 
f‘ to fupprefs. When we conlider that every man 
“ in this delightful world might be happy, but 
?' that their happineis is prevented by the mif- 
u fortunes of fome, and by the crimes and errors of 
f ( others i that the wicked have power over the 
“ good; that oppofition or partial infurreStion is 
" ufelefs ; that hardlhips generally fall upon men 
«‘ f of worth ; • — then naturally refults the wifi of 
“ feeing an affociation formed of men of vigorous and 
“ noble minds, capable of refilling the wicked, of 
fuccouring the good, and of procuring for them-, 

* The true Illuminee, Ipftru&ion* for the Superior* of 
this degree. ' 

* { felves 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

** fclves reft, content and fafety— of producing all 
“ thefr effcElSy by means drawn from the greateft.de - 
** of force of which human nature is capable . 

** Such views a&uating a Secret Society would 
“ not only be innocent, but moft worthy of the 
“ wife and well-inclined man *.” 

What an ample field already opens itfelf to the 
commentating genius of the young adept ! The 
Minor Illuminee will begin by inveftigating thofe 
general crimes to which the Scft wilhes to put 
an end. And what are the crimes , who are the 
wicked perfons that difturb the peace of mankind 
by means of power exercifed over the good? What 
Secret Societies are they which are deftined to 
confummate the wlfhes of the fages, not by par- 
tial irtfurreftionsy but by' the greateft degree of force 
ef which human nature is capable ? In a word, what 
is that new order of things, which are by fuch 
unheard-of exertions to be fubftituted in place 
of exifting inftitutions i 

The greater progrefs the adept (hall make, and 
the nearer his commentaries lhall coincide with the 
fpirit of the Order, fo much the more worthy 
lhall he be judged to fulfil the fecond objeft of 
this degree. He is not yet to prefide over a 
Minerval Academy, he is too inexperienced in the 
arts of a Superior ; and the Order only entrails 

• Diicourfe oh this Degree, 


him 
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him with two or three of thofe pupils j but, as a 
confutation for the fmallnefs of his flock, he reads 
in his inftru&ions, that jhould be have only formed 
one or two men for the Order during bis whole life 
be will have done a noble aft. 

Small as this million is, ftill the adept is not left 
to his own prudence in the execution of it j he 
receives inftruftions by which he is to be guided. 

I forwarned my reader, that in this part of my 
Memoirs on J&cobinifm, my objeft was, not 
iblely to prove the Confpiracy of the Illuminees, 
but to render conlpicuous the dangers which 
threatened fbciety, while I was unveiling the 
means adopted by the Soft. Among thefe means, 
die laws laid down by Weifliatipt for the Minor 
Illuminees are to be eminently diftinguifhed ; as 
the authority given, and the manner in which it is 
to be exercifed (at firft over two or three adepts 
only), naturally prepare them for more extenfive 
commands. Thefe laws and thefe inftruftions 
feem to be traced with the venom of the prudent 
ferpent, unfortunately fo much more aftive and 
ingenious in the arts of vice and feduftion than 
good men are in the caufe of virtue. This part of 
Weifhaupt’s code is called — Inftruftions for form - 
rng ufeful labourers in Illumini[m } and from it I fhall 
make a large extract. Let the reader meditate 
on the tendency and probable confequences of 
fuch precepts, fuch laws, and artifices, all defigned 

to 
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For the 

fecond 

object. 


to form adepts for the moft general, moft afto- 
nilhing, and moft dreadful ConfpiraCy ,that ever 
exifted. 

“ AffiduoUfly obfervC (fXys thefe iftftruftionS) 
every Brother entrufted to your care j watch hlffc 
particularly eta all occafioris where he may be 
tempted not t6 be what he Ought to be : that is 
precifely the moment when He moft flidw hitafelf; 
it is then that the progfefs he has made is to be 
dilcovered. Obferve him again at thole times 
when he leaft fulpedts it, when neither the defire 
of being praifed, the fear of being blamed, nor 
the lhame of, or reflexion on the punilhmenf, 
can actuate his conduct. Be exaft on filch occa- 
fions in making your notes and observations. Yotf 
will gain much both with reipeft to yoorfelf and 
t» your pupil. 

“ Be careful left your own inclinations Ihould 
bias your judgment. Do not think a man excel- 
lent becaufe he has a brilliant quality, nor judge 
him to be wicked becaufe he has fome ftriking.i 
defeat : for that is the grand failing of thofe who 
are captivated at firft fight, 

“ Above all, guard againll believing your mart 
“ to be a tranfeendant genius becaufe his dif- 
" courfe is brilliant. We are to judge by faft» 

“ alone, whether a man is deeply interested. 

“ Have little confidence in rich or powerful 
*' men j their converfion is very flow. 


“ Your 
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, " Your chief objedl mult be to form the heart. 

He that is not deaf to the cries of the unfortu- 
nate; he that is conftant though in adverfity, 
and unlhaken in his plans ; he that feels his foul 
glow for great enterprizes ; and he, particularly, 
who has formed his mind to obfervation, is the 
man of whom we are in quell. Rejedt thofe 
feeble and narrow minds who know not how 
to quit their ufual fphere. 

ct Read with your pupils thofe books which 
are eafy to be underftood, which abound in 
the pidturefque, and are calculated to elevate 
the mind. Speak to them often ; but let your 
difeourfes proceed from the heart, and not from 
the head. Your auditors eafily kindle when 
they lee you full of fire. Make them thirjl 
after the moment when the grand object is to be 
accomplifhed . 

. “ Above all, Jlimulate them to the love of the 
object. Let them view it as grand, important, and 
congenial to their interejls and favourite pajfions. 

Paint in ftrong colours the miferies of the world j 
tell them what men are, and what they might be * 
what line of condudt they Ihould adopt ; how 
little they know, their own interefts ; how anxioufly 
our fociety labours for them ; and defire them 
to judge what they may expedt from it, by' 
what we have already done in the firll de- 
grees.” 


“ Shun 
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** Shun familiarity on all occafions where your 
“ weak fide may be feen j always Ipeak of Ulu- 
“ minifm in a dignified ftyle.” 

*« Infpire efteem and reipett for our Superiors! 
“ and dwell ftrongly on the necelfity of obedience 
“ in a well-organized fociety.” 

ct Kindle the ardour of your pupil by laying 
great ftrefs on the utility of our labours ; avoid 
dry and metaphyfical difeufiions. Let what you 
require of your pupils be within their means. 
Study the peculiar habits of each ; for • men may 
be turned to any thing by him who knows bow to take 
advantage of their ruling pajjions. 

f* To infufe into them a fpirit of obfervation, 
begin by flight effays in converfation, Aik lome 
eafy queftions on the means of difeovering the 
character of a man notwithftanding all his dif- 
, emulation. AfFeft to think the anfwer a better 
one than you could have given yourfelf j that 
gives confidence, and you will find fome other 
opportunity of delivering your own fentiments. 
Inform them of what obfervations you may have 
made concerning their voice, gait, or phyfiog- 
nomy. Tell them alfo, that they have the beft 
difpofitions, and that they only want practice. 
Praife fome in order to ftimulate others.” 

“ Having thus become acquainted with the itn- 
“ menfe difficulty attending on the art of bring- 
** ing men to the point whither you wilhed to lead 

“ them. 
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n them, negleft no occafion of difleminating the 
K good principles wherever you can, and of in- 
“ fpiring your pupils with courage and relolution: 
** but never forget, that be who wijhes to convert too 
«* many at once will convert nobody. In the towns 
** where you refide, divide the talk with the other 
tc Illuminees of the fame degree as yourlelf. 
" Chule one or two, at moft three, Minervals 
" among thofe over whom you have the greateft 
** influence or authority; but Ipare neither labour 
" nor pains. You will have accompltjhed a great 
" undertaking if, during your whole life , you form 
“ but two or three men. Let thofe whom you have 
"felefted be the c enfant object of all your obferva - 
** tions. When one method does not fucceed, feek out 
“ another j and fo on, till you have found a proper 
<c one. Study to find out what your pupil is beft 
<c fitted for ; in what intermediary principles he may be 
*' deficient , and therefore inaccefible to the fundamental 
“ ones. The grand art confifts in profiting of the 
right moment; at one time it is warm, at 
“ another cool reafoning which will perfuade.— 
** Let your pupil always think that it is to him- 
“ felf, and not to you, that he is indebted for the 
<( progrefs he makes. If he falls in a paffion, 
** never contradict ; hearken to him though be be in 
“ the wrong. Never controvert the confequences, but 
** always the principle. Wait for a favourable mo - 

*' ment when you may explain your fentiments with - 
VoL.III. I ** out 
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“ out appearing to contradict bis. The beft method 
“ is to agree with another perjon , whom you mailt 
“ pretend to attack cm tbofe fubjeCts\ while the Can - 
tf didate whom you really wijh to convince is only a • 
tc ftander-by and takes no part in the dijpute : then 
u fupport your arguments with all the vigour of which 
ft you are capable. 

* { Whatever failings you wilh to cor reft in him* 

“ fpcak of them as if they were not his; tell the 
“ ftory as if fomebody elfe had been guilty of 
w them; then take his advice on the fubjeft ; and 
“ by thefe means he becomes his own judge. 

“ All this, it is true, requires time : hurry 
nothing j it is folidity and facility of action that we 
want in our adepts.. Often to read, meditate, 

. hearken to, fee the fame thing, and then to aft, 
is what gives that facility which foon becomes na- 
tural ’* 

> “ Do you wilh to draw forth his opinion ? Pro- 
pole a difiertation on certain queftions relative to 
your objeft, as it were merely to exercifc his ge- 
nius. He thus learns how to meditate on the 
principles while you make a difeovery of thefe 
which it is your objeft to eradicate from his . 
mind.” 

“ Inftruft, advife ; but beware of cold decla- 
rations : drop a few words to the purpofe when 
you fhall perceive his mind to be in a proper Hate 
tp receive them.” 


"Never 
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«.« Never afk too much at once j let your con* 

11 c du<5t be provident, paternal, and folicitous. — ■ 
xf Never defpairj for one may do what one pleafes 
u with men. 

(t Make yourfelf matter of the motives of the 
“ principles your pupil has acquired from his edu- 
“ cation. If they be not confonant with our 
t( views, weaken them by infenfible gradations, 
<( and fubftitute and ftrengthen others. But great 
u prudence is neceflary to operate this.” 

" Obferve what religions, fefts, and politics, 
make men do. — One may enthufiaftically wed 
them to follies j it is therefore in the manner of 
leading them that the whole art of giving the 
upper hand to virtue and truth confifts. Only 
employ the fame means for a good purpofe which im- 
poftors employ for evil , and you will fucceed. If the 
wicked are powerful, it is becaufe the good are too 
timid and coo indolent. There may be circumftan- 
ces alfoy under which it will become necejfary to jhow 
difpleafure , and even anger , in defence of the rights of 
man." 

“ Tell your pupils, that they are only to attend 
to the purity of the views which actuate the Order j 
and that antiquity, power, or riches, lhould be 
perfectly indifferent to them.” 

“ Tell them, that fhould they find elfewhere a 
fociety which would lead them with greater fpeed 
or with more certainty to ‘the defired end, the 

1 2 Order 
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Order would eternally regret the not having been 
acquainted with it before— That in the mean time 
we obey the laws of our Superiors, labouring in 
peace, and perfecuting no man. — Follow thefe 
rules of conduct, and once more remember, that 
you will have rendered an ellential fervice to the 
world, though you lhould form but two men ac- 
cording to our principles. 

“ Carefully profit of thofe moments when your 
pupil is difcOntented with the world , and when every 
thing goes contrary to his wijhes-, thofe moments when 
the moft powerful man feels the want of the fupport of 
others , to attain a better order of things. It is then 
that you muft prefs the fwelling heart, Simulate 
the fenfibility, and demonftrate how neteffary fecret 
focieties are , for the attainment of a better order of 
things." 

“ But be not too eafy in your belief with relpe£t 
to the reality or conftancy of fuch feelings. In- 
dignation may be the effeft of fear , or of the fleet- 
ing hopes of fome paflion which one wijhes to gratify. 
Such feelings are not naturalized j men are not 
perfect in fo (hort a time ; prepare for the worfl, 
and then infift. A heart which eafily melts eafily 
changes.” 

“ Never promife too much, that you may be 
able to perform more than you promife. Rekindle 
exhaufted courage j reprefs exceffive ardour; in- 
fpire hope in misfortune, and fear in fuccefs.” 

" Such 
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“ Such arc the rules which will form you for 
a good preceptor and a leader of men. By an 
exadt attention to them you will add to the num- 
ber of the eledt. If your own happinefs be dear 
to you, labour (under our direction) at delivering 
many thoufands of men, who wilh to be good, 
from the dire neceffity of being wicked. — Believe 
us, for jt is the precept of experience, bereave vice 
of its power, and every thing will go well in this 
world: for if vice be powerful, it is only becaufe 
one part of the good is too indolent, while the 
other is too ardent j or elfe, that men fuffer them- 
felves to be divided, or leave the care of Revolu- 
tions to futurity j the fa£t is, that in the mean time 
they bad rather bend under the yoke, than efficaci- 
ously refill vice. If they once became fenfible 
that virtue does not entirely conjift in patience, but in 
action alfo , they would Hart from their deep — For 
your part,' unite with the Brethren $ place your 
confidence in oiir Society ; o°dung is impoffible 
to it, if we follow its laws. We labour to fecure 
to merit its juft rewards j to the weak fupport, to 
the wicked the fetters they deferve •, and to man 
his dignity. Such is the new Canaan, the new land 
of Promife, the land of abundance and bleffing ; 
though as yet, alas j we difeover it but from a 
diftance*.” 

* Extraft from the Infirultions C. and D. for the Minor 
lUuminees. 

1 3 I was 
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I was frequently tempted to interrupt the courfe 
of this extrad by my reflexions ; but what readeT 
is there that will not afk himfelf, What zeal, what 
ftrange ardour is this, that can have led Weifhaupt 
to combine and' didate means fo powerful to cap- 
tivate the minds of his pupils ? Is there a parent, 
is there a preceptor, whofe love for his child or 
his pupil ever fuggefted more efficacious rules ? 
Thefe, however, are only a few of the lellons 
which the Minor Illuminee is always to have pre- 
lent to his mind to dired him in the training of the 
young adepts. He is not alone entrufted with the 
talk. All the Brethren of the fame degree partake 
in the care of watching over the lower ones, and 
each notes on his tablets even the moft infignificant 
circumftances. Their feveral obfervations are 
compared, and of the whole a general ftatement 
is formed, according to which each pupil will be 
judged by his Superiors*. Meanwhile it is natural 
to afk, what can thefe principles be for which the 
youth is fo carefully trained ? What can be the 
Jublime virtue that is to be the refull of fo much 
care? We lhall foon difeover them, the princi- 
ples of lhamelefs villainy. This Jublime virtue is 
the combination of every art that can plunge man- 
kind into corruption, and immerfe him in all the 
horrors of univerfal anarchy. Yes, we lhall fee 
the man who fays to his difciples, employ the fame 

* Inftruttion C. Sett. II. A. 2. 

means 
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means for a good purpofe which impojlors employ for 
evily proved to be the arch-impoftor, training his 
difciples to every crime, and preparing the moft 
terrible difafters for fociety with more ardour and 
more artifice than ever the upright man has been 
Keen to employ zeal and wifdom in the caufe of 
virtue and the fupport of the laws. 

. The batter to difpofe the young adepts, the 
. Minor Ilhiminee is affifted in his fun&ions and 
overlooked by the Major Illuminee, that is to fay* 
by the adepts of the higheft degree among thofe 
'of the preparatory clals. 


14 
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Objed < 
this De- 
gree. 


CHAP. VII. 

Fifth Part of the Code of JUuminees — Fourth pre- 
paratory Degree — The Major Illuminee , or the 
Scotch Novice. 

TThe degree which follows that of Minor IBu- 
minee is fomctimes called Major Illuminee ; at 
other times, Scotch Novice. Under this twofold 
denomination a double objett is comprized. As 
Scotch Novice, the adept is turned in upon Ma- 
fonry; and it is only a fnare for impofing upon 
the credulity of thofe, who have not given the re- 
quifite fymptoms for being initiated in the higher 
myfteries of the Sett. It is an introduttion to the 
degree of Scotch Knight , which terminates the 
career of the dupes. But as a degree of Illumi- 
nifm, it will encompafs the adept with new bonds, 
more extraordinary and more firm than the for- 
mer; it is a more immediate preparation for the 
grand myfteries ; in lhort, it is from this degree 
that the matters for the Minerval Academies are 
feletted. ' ' 

Let us begin by laying open the artifice of that 
ftrange bond which the adept will never dare to 
rend afunder, though he fliould with to withdraw 
from IUuminifm, or' more particularly fliould he 

be 
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be tempted to reveal what he may have already 
difcovered of the artifices, principles, or grand ob- 
ject of the Se&. 

Before the candidate is admitted to the new de- Prelimi- 
gree, he is informed that his reception is refolved 
on,‘ provided he gives fatisfa&ory anfwers to the 
following queftions : 

I. Are you acquainted with any fociety ground- 
ed on a better conftitution, or more holy and folid 
than ours, and which tends with more certainty or 
expedition to the objedt of your willies ? 

II. Was it to fatisfy your curiofity that you 
entered our fociety ? or, was it to concur with the 
phofen among men to univcrlal happinefs? 

ID. Are you fatisfied with what you have feen 
of our laws ? Will you labour according to our 
plan, or have you any objection to propofe againft 
it ? 

IV. As there will be no medium for you, de- 
clare' at once, whether you wilh to leave us, or 
whether you will remain attached to us for ever ? 

V. Are you a member of any other fociety ? 

VI. Does that fociety impofe any thing detri- 
mental to our interefts; for example, the difeovery 
of our fecrets ; or, does it require you to labour 
for itfelf exclufively ? 

VII. Should fuch things be ever required of 
you, tell us upon your honour, whether you would 
be diipofed to acquiefce in them ? 


Thefe 
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Life of Thefe queftions anfwered, there Hill remains 
didateTy another proof of confidence which the Order ex- 
himfelf. pedis from the candidate. This is nothing lets 
than an exadt and candid account of bis whole, Ufa 
written without any refervation or diffimulation what- 
ever. The necefiary time is given him j and this 
is the famous bond, or rather fnare, into which 
when Weilhaupt has once brought the candidate 
he exultingly exclaims, tc Now I bold him ; / 
“ defy him to hurt us -, if be fbould wijh to betray 
“ us, we have alfo bis fecrets.” It would be in 
vain for the adept to attempt to di (Emulate. He 
will foon find that the moft fecret circumftances 
of his life, thqfe which he would moft anxioufly 
wi(h to hide, are all known by the adepts. The 
arts which he has hitherto pradtifed to pry into 
the moft fecret motions of the hearts of his 
pupils, into their tempers and paffions, their con- 
nedtions, th'eir means, their interefts, their adlions 
and opinions, their intrigues and faults, have all 
been more artfully employed by others in 
watching himfelf. Thofe who compofe the lodge 
into which he is going, to be received, are the 
very perfons that have been ferutinizing his paft 
life. 

All the difeoveries made by his Infinuator, all 
the ftatements he has been obliged to give of 
himfelf as required by the Code, every thing 
which the Brother Scrutators , either known or 

unknown. 


i 
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tmktiown, have been able to difcover concerning 
him during his degrees of Minerval or of Minor 
llluminee, have been accurately tranfmitted to the 
Brethren of the new lodge. Long before his ad- 
million, they had accompliftied themfelves in the 
fcrutinizing arts. — — — Thefe wretches then will 
iilirtlick even the canonization of the faints ! The 
Vfery precautions which Rome takes to difcover 
the lead taint in thofe whom it propofes to the 
Veneration of the faithful, this illuminizing SeX 
"Will adopt, irt order to fatisfy itfelf that in its 
adepts no civil nor religious virtue can be traced. 

Yes, the villains in their dens wifhed to know 
each other, and fmiled to fee their accomplices as 
wicked as themfelves. 

I cannot conceive whende Weilhaupt could have TheScro- 
taken this part of his Code; but let the reader or 
form an idea of a feries of at leaft fifteen hundred Spies, 
queftions on the life, the education, the body, 

- the mind, the heart, the health, the paflipns, the 
inclinations, the acquaintances, the connexions, 
the opinions, the abode, the habits, and even the 
favourite colours ‘of the candidate; on his relations, 
his friends, his enemies, his conduX, his difeourfe, 
his gait, his gefture, his language, his prejudices, 
and his weaknefies. In a word, queftions which 
relate to every thing that can denote the life or 
charaXer, the political, . moral, or religious firnti- 
ments, the interior or exterior of the man; every 

thing 
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thing he has faid, done, or thought, and even 
•what he would fay, do, or think under any given 
circumftances. Let the reader form an idea of 
twenty, thirty, and fome times a hundred queftions 
on each of thefe heads. Such will be the Cate- 
chifm to which the Major Muminee muft be able 
to anfwer ; fuch are the rules he is to follow in 
tracing the lives or charadters of the young 
Brethren, or even of thofe prophane of whom 
the Sedt withes to have particular information. 
Such is the fcrutinizing Code which has diredfced 
the refearches made as to the life of the candidate 
antecedent to his admiffion to the degree of Major 
Jlluminee. Thefe ftatutes are called by the Order 
the Nofce te ipfum (know thyfelf). When one bro- 
ther pronounces thefe words, the other anfwers 
Nofce alios (know others) j and this anfwer denote; 
much better the objedt of the Code, which might 
very properly be ftyled the perfect fpy. Let it be 
judged by the following queftions : 

cc On the PbyJiognomy of the Candidate :-r— Is he 
“ of a florid complexion, or pale ? Is he white, 
“ black, fair, or brown ? Is, his eye quick, 
" piercing, dull, languilhing, amorous, haughty, 
“ ardent, or dejedted ? In fpeaking, does he look 
“ full in the face and boldly, or does he look 
** fideways ? Can he endure being ftared full in 
,c the face ? Is his look crafty, or is it open and 
" free j is it gloomy and penfive, pr is it abfent, 

« light, 
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** light, infignificant, friendly, or lerious ? Is his 
* f eye hollow, or level with the head, or does it 
“ ftare ? His forehead, is it wrinkled, and how ; 
** perpendicularly, or horizontally ?” &c. 

“ His Countenance: — Is it noble or common, 
“ open, eafy, or conftrained ? How does he carry 
“ his head ; ereft or inclined, before, behind, or 
“ on one fide, firm or Ifcaking, funk between 
** his fhoulders, or turning from one fide to the 
" other ?” &c. 

“ His Gait Is it flow, quick, or firm ? Are 
“ his fteps long, fhort, dragging, lazy, or fkip- 
“ ping?” &c. 

** His Language : — Is it regular, diforderly, or 
*' interrupted ? In fpeaking, does he agitate his 
** hands, his head, or his body, with vivacity ? 

Does he clofe upon the perfon he is fpeak- 

ing to ? Does he hold him by the arm, 
** clothes, or button-hole ? Is he a great talk- 
** er, or is he taciturn ? If fo, why ? Is it 
<c through prudence, ignorance, refpedt, or 
** floth ?” &c. 

“ His Education To whom does he owe it ? 
“ Has he always been under the eyes of his 
<f parents? How has he been brought up, and 
" by whom ? Has he any efteem for his matters ? 
* c To whom does he think himfelf indebted for 
" his education ? Has he travelled, and in what 
“ countries ?” 

T 


Let 
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Let the reader, by thefe queftions, judge of 
thofe which treat of the mind, the heart, or the 
paflions of the Candidate. I will juft note the 
following : 

“ When he finds himfelfwith different parties, 
“ which does he adopt, the ftrongeft or the 
“ weakeft, the wittieft or the mod ftupidf Or, 
“ does he form a third ? Is he conftant and 
“ firm in fpite of all obftacles ? How is he 
“ to be gained, by praife, flattery, or low court- 
“ fhip ; or by women, money, or the entreaties 
“ of his friends ?” &r. — Whether he loves fa- 
“ tire, and on what he exercifes that talent; 
<c on religion, fuperftition, hypocrify, intoler* 
<c ance, government, minifters, monks ?” &c. 
&c. 

This however is not all that the ferutators are 
to note in their ftatements. They are to eluci- 
date each anfwer by a faft, . and by Juch faCU 
chiefly as characterize the man at a moment when 
he leaft fufpeCts it*. They are to follow their 
prey to his bolfter, where they will learn whe- 
ther he is a hard fleeter y whether he dreams , .and 
whether he talks when dreaming j whether he is 
eaflly or with difficulty awakened ; and Jhould he 
be Juddenly , forcibly , or unexpectedly awakened from 
his fleept what impreflion would it make on him ? 

* Sec Weilhaupt’* Letters. 


Should 
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' Should any of thefe queftions, or any part of 
the Candidate’s life, not have been fufficiently 
hnrefti gated by the Lodge, divers of the Brethren 
are ordered to direct all their enquiries toward 
that point. When at length the refult of all their 
refearches is found to coincide with the wifhes of 
the Sett, the day for his reception is appointed. 
Negletting all the infignificant particularities of 
the Mafonic rites, we fhall attend entirely to thofe 
circumftances which peculiarly belong to Illu- 
minifm. 

The adept, introduced into a gloomy apart- R ecep _ 
ment, reiterates his oath to keep fecret whatever tiontothe 

L degree of 

he may fee in or learn from the Order. He then Major IU 
depofits the hiftory of his life (fealed up) in the Iumincc * 
hands of his introducer. It is read to the Lodge, 
and compared with the hiftorical table which the 
Brethren had already formed refpefting the Can- 
didate. This done, the Introducer fays to him, 

“ You have given us a welcome and valuable Ltfeofthe 

“ proof of your confidence ; but indeed we are 9 and . i ' 

. . date by 

** not unworthy of it; and we hope that it will the Breih- 

“ even increafe in proportion as you become ren * 

** better acquainted with us. Among men whofe 

“ foie objett is to render themfelves and others 

K better, and to refeue the whole world from its 

“ miferies, no diflimulation Ihould fubfift. Far 

“ be any referve from us. We ftudy the human 

K heart — and do not hefitate or blulh at revealing 

6 “ to 
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“ to each other our faults or errors.— Here thert 
“ i s the picture which the Lodge had drawn of 
“ your perfon. You muftown that fome feature* 
* f are not unlike. Read, and then anfwer, whether 
“ you ftill wilh to belong to a fbciety which 
“ (fuch as you are reprefented here) opens its 
“ arms to receive you.” 

Could indignation operate more powerfully on 
the mind of the Candidate at the fight of his 
having been fo treacheroufly watched, than the 
fear of abjuring a fociety which henceforth pof* 
fefles fuch arms againft him, he would not hefi- 
tate at afking for his difmilfion ; but he fees the 
confequences of. fuch a ftep, and feels that it 
might coft him very dear. Befide, he is fo fami» 
liarized with the feminizing fyftem, that he 
can fcarcely be offended with it, though opera* 
ting on himfelf. He is left for a certain time' to 
his meditations. The defire of acquiring a new 
degree works upon him and at length turns the 
feales ; he is introduced to the Lodge of the 
Brethren ; and there the veil which hides the fe- 
crets of the Sedt is partly raifed j or, rather, he 
is himfelf ftill more unveiled, that the Sedt may 
difeern whether all his views and wifhes coincide 
with theirs. 

After a fuitable preamble, the Initiator tells 
him, * e that he has ftill fome few queftions to 
« anfwer, relative to objedts on which it is ab- 
•5 “ folutely 
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* folutely neceflary that the opinions of candi- 
** dates ihould be known.” 

. The reader is defired to pay particular attention 
to thefe queftions ; as it will enable him, when 
he Audi come to read of the myfteries, more 
clearly to obferve the iuccdfion and gradation 
With which fuch principles are infufed into the 
mind of the adepts as if he had invented and con* 
teired them all himfelf. 

w I. Do you find that* in the world we live in, 
virtue is rewarded and vice punilhed ? Do you 
not on the contrary obferve, that the wicked 
man is exteriorly more comfortable, more con- 
$dered, and more powerful, than the honeft man ? 
In a word, are you content with the world in its 
^relent fituation ? ” 

** II. In order to change the prefent order of 
things, would you not, if you had it in your 
(>ower, affemble the good and clofely unite 
them, in order to render them more powerful 
Chan the wicked ? ” 

“ III. If. you had your choice, in what country 
Would you with to have been born rather than 
in your own ? ” 

“ IV. In what age would you with to have 
Ived ? 

** V. Always premifing the liberty of choice, 
what fcience and what fiate of life would you 
prefer ? ” 

Vou III. K « VI. With 
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** VI. With relpeft to hiftory, who is your 
favourite author or your mailer ? ” 

<f VII. Do you not think yourfelf in duty 
bound to procure all the. exterior advantages pof- 
fible for your tried friends, in order to recom- 
penfe them for their probity, and to render life 
more agreeable to them ? Are you ready to do what 
the Order exalts of each member in this degree , when 
it ordains that each one Jhall bind himfelf to give 
advice every month to the Superiors , of the employ - 
mentSy f upper t, benefices , or other fuch like dignities , 
of which he can difpofe , or procure the pojfeffiott by 
tneans of his recommendations ; that the Superiors, 
may prefent worthy fubjefts of our Order to all fuck 
employments ? ” 

The anfwers of the candidate are to be returned 
in writing, and inferted in the regifters, of the 
Lodge. It will naturally be expected that the 
greateft diflatisfaftion with the prefent order of 
things is to be expreffed, as well as an ardent wilh 
for a revolution which fhall change the whole 
face of the Univerfe. He will alfo promife to 
fupport, by all the means in his power, the 
election of none but worthy brethren to offices of 
emolument and truft, or fuch as may augment the 
power or credit of Illuminifm, whether about the 
court or among the people. On his declaring 
fuch to be his fentimentSj the Initiator addredcs 
him in the following difeourfe : 


* f Brother, 
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n Brother, you are a witnefs, that it is after 
K having tried the beft of men, that We feek little 
u by little to reward them, and to give them fupport , 
** thdt we may infenfibly Jwcceed in new modelling 

* the world. Since yoU are convinced how im- 
“ perfeftly men have fulfilled their real deftiny; 
** how eVery thing has degenerated in their civil 
<f inftitutions j how little the teachers of wifdom 
” and of truth, have enhanced the value of virtue, 
“ or given a happier difpofition to the world j 
“ you muft be perfuaded, that the error lies 
w in the means which the fages have hitherto 
** employed. Thofe means, therefore, muft be 
“ changed, in order to reirtftate in its rights the 

* empire of truth and wifdom. And this is the 
** grand object of the labours of our Order. 
** Oh, my friend ! my brother ! my fon ! when 
u here convened, far from the prophane, we con- 
** fider to what an extent the world is 'abandoned 
** to the yoke of the wicked, how perfecution 
rt and misfortune is the lot of thfe honeft man, 
w and how the better part of human nature is 
** facrificed to perfonal intereft. Gan we at Jack a 
** b* filenty or content our/elves with Jighing ? 
** Shall we not’ attempt to Jhake off the yoke ? — 
** TeSy my brother , rely upon us. Seek faithful co- 
•« operators, but feek them not in tumults and 
« in ftorms j they are bidden in darknejs. Protested 
** by the Jhades of night, Jdlitary' and filent, or re »’• 

. K 2 “ united 



THI ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

u united in JmaU numbers > they, docile children, 
" purfue the grand work under the direction of their 
tc Superiors . .They call aloud to the children of 
“ the world, who pafs by in the intoxication 
" of pleafure— — how few hearken to them ! He 
“ alone who has the eye of the bird of Minerva, 
** who has placed his labours under the pro- 
f< tc&ion of the ftar of night, is fure of find- 
“ ing them.” 

But, left this difeourfe Ihould not have given 
the Candidate a fufficicnt infight as to the objefl: 
of the new degree, the Secretary opens the 
Code of the Lodge, entitled A general view tf 
the fyftem of the Order . Here the young Uluminec 
learns, that the objfeft of the Order is to diffufe 
the pure truth, and to make virtue triumph. No- 
thing, however, is explicitly faid on what is to be 
underftood by the pure truth. He. is only told, 
that in order to diffufe it, “ he muft begin by 
liberating men from their prejudices, and by en- 
lightening their underftandings ; then reunite aft. 
the common forces for the refinement of all fei- 
ences from the drofs of ufelefs fubtleties, and for 
the eftablifliment of principles drawn from Nature. 
To attain this,” continues the Secretary, * f we 
muft trace the origin of all (ciences; we mjifb 
reward opprelled talents ; we muft raife from the 
duft the men of genius % we muft undertake, the 
education of youth i and, forming aa indiflblubie 
6 league 
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league among the molt powerful geniufes, we 
imift boldly, though with prudence, comba tfuper- 
Jtothn, incredulity. , and folly j and at length form 
our people to true, juft, and uniform principles 
on all fubjefts. 

• K Such is die object of our Minerval Schools , 
and. of the inferior degrees of Mafonry> over which 
Our Order wilhes to acquire all the influence 
polfible, in order to direct it towards our objeil. 
We alfo have our fuperior degrees, where the 
Brethren, after having patted through all the pre- 
paratory degrees, become acquainted with the ul- 
timate refult of the labours and of all the pro- 
ceedings of the Order.” 

To obtain the completion of that refult, ft it 
will be neceflary to diveft vice of its power, that 
the honeft man may find his recompenfe even in 
this world ; but in this grand project, we are 
counteraSed by the Princes and the Prieftbood ; the 
political confutations of nations oppofe our proceedings. 
in iiich a ftate of things then what remains to be 
done ? To inftigate revolutions, overthrow every 
thing, oppofe force to force, and exchange tyranny 
for tyranny ? Far be from us fuch means. Every 
violent reform is to be blamed, becaufo it will 
asot ameliorate things as long as men remain as they 
ntrVj a prey to their paffions ; and becaufe wifdm 
meedeth not the am of violence." 

K 3 


“ The 
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" The whole plan of the Order tends to form; 
men, not by declamation, but by the protedion 
and rewards which are due to virtue. We muft, 
tnfenftbly bind the bands of the protestors of dif order y 
and govern them without appearing' to domineer 
« In a word, we mult cftablilh an univerfal em- 
pire over the whole world, without deftroying 
the civil ties. Under this new empire all other go- 
vernments muft be able to purfue their ufual procefs t 
and to exercife every power , excepting that of hinder- 
ing the Order from attaining iis ends and rendering 
virtue triumphant over vice .’ 1 f 

“ This vidory of virtue over vice was formerly 
the objed of Chrift, when he eftablilhed his pure 
religion. He taught men, that the path to wifdom 
confifted in letting themfelves be led fof; their 
greater good by tfie beft and wifeft men. At 
that time preaching might fufficej the novelty 
made truth prevail ; but at prefent, more power* 
ful means are neceffary. Man, a flave to his 
fenfes, muft fee fenfible attradions in virtue. The 
fource of pajfions is pure 5 it is necejfary that every 
one Jhould be able to gratify bis within the bounds of 
virtue , and that our Order fhould furnijh him with' 
the means’’ 

** It confequently follows, that all our brethren, 
educated on the lame principles, and ftridly united 
to each other, fhould have but one objed in view. 

m 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 1 3 $ 

We muft encompafs the Powers of the earth with a 
legion of indefatigable men , all directing their labours , 
according to the flan of the Order, towards the hap - 

finefs of human nature i but all that is to be done' 

in lilencc j our brethren are mutually to fupport 
each other, to fuccour the good labouring under 
oppreffion, and to feek to acquire thofe places which 
give power, for the good of the caufe .” ' 

“ Had we a certain number of fucb men in every 
country, each might form two others. Let them 
only be united, and nothing will be impoflible to 
our Order -, it is thus that in ftlence it has already 
performed much for the good of humanity.” 

tc You behold. Brother, an immenfe field open- 
ing to your aftivity; become our faithful and 
worthy co-operator, by feconding us with all your 
might; and remember, that no fervice will pafs 
without its juft reward.” 

After this leffon, two chapters dire&ly treating 
on the functions of the Major Illuminee are read 
*to him. With the firft he is already acquainted : 
it is the Code of the Infinuator or Brother Re- 
cruiter. He is alfo now entrufted with it, as it is 
'• part of his duty in future to judge of the pupils of 
all the Infinuators. The fecond treats of the duties 
of the Scrutator } this is alfo delivered irito his 
care, becaufe he muft particularly exercife that 
art while prefiding over the Minerval acade- 
mies : and he muft jieceflarily learn how his new 

K 4 brethren’ 
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brethren found means of tracing fo eKatt an 
hiftorical portrait of himfelf, And of penetrating 
even more fuccefsfully than he could into the 
interior receffes of his heart : he muft alfo learn 
to diftinguiih fuch pupils as, with difpofitions fixni- 
lar to his own, are worthy of being admitted to 
his new degree. He now has but one more degree 
to go through, before he is admitted into the dais 
of the myfteries, and this is termed by the Sett 
the Scotch Knight *. 

* The whole of this chapter is nothing more than an ex, 
tra& from the degree of Major Illuminte, and from the initruc. 
tipns contained iq the ritual of that code in %kt Trut Illuming 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Sixth Part of the Code of the Itttiminees.— Intermediary 
Clqfs — The Scotch Knight of Eluminifm ; or Di - 
. retting IUuminee, v 


Under the appellation of Intermediary Clafs of Nature^ 
Uluminifm might be comprehended all the Degrees j e a of 
which Weifhaupt had borrowed from Freemafon- this D®* 
ry. In that cafe we Ihould comprize under this SrCC 
denomination the three degrees of Apprentice , Fel- 
low-Craft. , and M after. But it has been already faid, 
that thefe degrees are limply a paffport for the 
Seft into the Mafonic Lodges j and that its object 
may be lefs confpicuous, it leaves them in their 
original Mafonic ftate. This, however, is not the 
cafe with the higher degrees of Scotch Malbnry. 

The Se£t Ihrewdly furmifed that the views of 
thefe degrees coincided with their own ; he fide, 
it wanted fome of thefe fuperior degrees, efther 
for the direction of thofe Mafonic Lodges which 
it compofed of its own members, or who were to 
gain admittance, dominate, and prefide-over other 
Lodges which were not 'devoted to Illuminifm.— 

The great veneration in which the Scotch Knights V '"-\ 

arc 
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* 3 * 

are' generally held by Mafons, more ftrongly de- 
. termined the Baron Knigge to make himfelf mafter 
of this degree, and engraft it on Illuminifm. The 
Se£t has conftituted this into both an intermediate 
and a Jtationary degree. It is flat ionary for thofe 
into whom it defpairs of ever infilling the princi- 
ples required for a further admiffion to the myfte- 
ries j but it is only intermediary for thofe who have 
lhown difpofitions more accordant with the pur- 
fuits of the Se£t *. 

Itspreli- Whatever may be his deftiny, no Brother is 

"“I 1 *”* 8 * ever admitted into this new degree, until he has 
previoufly given proofs of the progrefs he has 
made in the arts of Scrutator , whofe code muft 
have been his chief ftudy fince his admiffion to 
the degree of Major Illuminee. The fecret 
Chapter of the Knights has had the precau- 
tion to propofe certain queftions to him, to 
afeertain how far he is capable of judging 
of the Jl ate of the mind by exterior appearances. He 
will have had to anfwer, for example, to the 
following ones : — c< What is the character of 
** a man whofe eyes are perpetually in motion, 
ct and whofe countenance is changeable ? What 
“ features denote voluptuoufnefs, melancholy, and 
(e pufillanimity j- ?*’ 


* Original Writings, Vol. II. Part. I. Se&.u. 
f See this degree* Seft. 4, No. z and 3. 


As 
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As a further proof of the progrefs he has made, 
he is to tranfmit to his fuperiors another diflerta- 
tion on the life of the hero whdfe name he bears 
for his charafteriftic. The hiftory of his own 
life, which he had delivered in the antecedent de- 
gree, had laid open the whole of his exiftence, 
and all his actions through life. This new difler- 
tation will Ihow the Order what he admires or 
difapproves of in others, and will particularly de- 
monftrate whether he' has difcovered thofe quali- 
ties in his patron which the Order wilhed he 
ftiould imbibe and imitate when it gave him his 
charafteriftic*. Should any part of his life have 
efcaped the vigilance of the Scrutators, he is ftill 
at liberty to give a new proof of his confidence in ' 
the Orjder ; and this is defcribed as a meritorious 
aft j but he may referve it for the cognizance of 
the Superior of the Order only f. He. is then to 
declare under his hand-writing, that he looks 
upon the Superiors of Illuminifm as the Jeiret 
and unknown though legitimate Superiors of Free- 
majonry j that he adheres and always will adhere 
to the illuminized fyftem of Mafonry, as the 
beft and molt ufeful exifting j that he utterly 
renounces every other affociation ; that he is, in 
lhort, fo perfuaded of the excellence of Illumin- 
ifm, that he fully adopts its principles, and firm- 

* See fecond Inilruftion for this degree, No. 8. f Ibid. 

ly 
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ly believes himfelf bound to labour, -under the 
direction of his Superiors, at the objett and ac- 
cording to the intentions of the Order for the happi- 
nefs of mankind *. 

After having received thefe numerous pledges, 
: the Scotch Knights invite the new Brother to a 
fecret Chapter, for fuch is the name given to the 
Lodges of this degree. It is hung with green, 
richly decorated, and brilliantly lighted. The 
Prefect of the Knights, booted and fpurred, i* 
leated on a throne erefted under a canopy all of 
the Tame colour. On his apron a green croft is 
feen, and on His breaft the ftar of the Order j 
he wears the riband of St. Andrew in falter from 
right to left, and holds a mallet in his hand. On 
his right ftands the brother fword-bearcr, holding 
the fword of the Order ; on his left the mafter of 
the ceremonies with a flick in one hand, and the 
ritual in the other. The Knights affembled arc-all 
booted and fpurred, each girt with a fword, and 
all wear the crofs fufpended at their necks by a 
green riband. The Officers of the Order are to 
be diftinguilhed by a plumage, - and a prieft of the 
Order compleats the Lodge. The Prefect then 
delivers himfelf as follows to the Candidate: 

“ You here' behold a part of thofe unknown 
« legions which are united by indifloluble bonds 

• Ibid. Reverfiil Letters. 

“ to 
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“ to combat for the caufe of humanity. Are you 
“ willing to make yourfelf worthy of watching 
" with them for the fanCtuary ? Your heart muft 
w be pure, and a heavenly ardour for the dignity 
M of nature muft fire your breaft. The ftep you 
** are taking is the moft important one of your 
“ life. Our games are not vainly ceremonial. 
•* In creating you a knight- we expeCt of you that 
•* you will perform exploits grand, noble, and 
** worthy of the title you receive. Long life to 
** you, if you come to us to be faithful j if honeft 
" and good, you anfwer our expectations. Should 
** you prove a falfe Brother, be both curfed and 
* f unhappy, and may the grand Architect of the 
** Uhiverfe hurl you into the bottomlefs pit! 
“ Now bend thy knee, and on this fword take the 
" oath of the Order.” 

At thefe words the Prefect feats himfelf, the 
Knights are (landing with their fwords drawn, and 
the Candidate pronounces the following oath 

** I promife obedience to the excellent Supe- 
** riors of the Order. In as much as it (hall de- 
** pend upon me, I engage — never to favour the 
** admiffion of any unworthy member into thefe 
** holy degrees— to labour at rendering the An- 
“ dent Mafonry triumphant over the falfe fyftems 
“ which have crept into it— to (uccour, like a 
** tfuc Knight, innocence, poverty, or oppreffed 
<c honefty — Never to be the flatterer of the great. 
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** nor the Jlave of Princes ; — to combat courage-* 
“ oufly, though prudently, inthe caufe of Virtues 
" Liberty and Wifdom — to refill boldly, both for 
“ the advantage of the Order and of the world* 
«« Superftition and Defpotifm. I never will prefer 
* c my own private interefl to that of the Order. 
“ I will defend my Brethren againft calumny. I 
“ will dedicate fny life to the difeovery of the true 
u Religion and real doctrines of Freemajbnry y and I 
tc will impart my difeoveries to my Superiors. I will 
** difclofe.the fecrets of my heart to my Superiors 
** as to my beft friends. So long as I (hall re- 
* f main in the Order I fhall look upon the being a 
“ Member of it as a fupreme felicity. I alfo en; 
“ gage to look upon all my domeftic, civil, and 
tc focial duties as moft facred. So help me God, 
“ both for the happinefs of my life, and for the 
te peace of my mind.” 

In return for this oath the Prefefl declares to 
the Candidate that he is going to create him a 
Knight of St. Andrew, according to the ancient 
ufage of the Scotch — ct Rife,” he fays, “ and in 
“ future beware of ever bending thy knee before 
him who is only man like thyfelf*.” 

To thefe ceremonies the adept Knigge added a 
certain number of others which were mere deri- 
fions of the rites of the Church. Such, for ex- 

• Ibid. Seft. 7. 

ample/ 
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ample, was the triple benedi&ion which the Prieft 
pronounced over the new Knight, fuch the atro- 
cious mockery of the laft fupper, which termi- 
nated the ceremony. But, impious as is the imi- 
tation, Weifhaupt declares it to be difgujling be- 
caufc it is ftill religiouSy tbeofopbtcal, and borrowed 
from fuperftition* . But what perfectly coincided 
with the views of the Bavarian founder were, the 
inftruftions given to the new Knight. He is enrap- 
tured with that difcourfe, where one may obferve 
the Uluminizihg Orator felefting the mod im- 
pious, artful, and disorganizing fyftems of Ma- 
fonry, to make them at once the myfteries of their 
Mafonic Lodges, and an immediate preparation 
for thofe of Uluminifm. 

Let the reader recal to mind what was faid in 
the Second Volume of thefe Memoirs f concern- 
ing the Apocalypfe of the Martinifts, entitled Of 
Errors and of ’Truth. He will there have read of 
a time when man, difengaged from the fenfes and 
free from matter, was ftill more free from the 
yoke of the laws and from political bondage, to 
which he was only fubjetted by his fall. He will 
die re have feen, that the daily efforts of man 
foould tend to the overthrow of Governments, 
that he may recover his former purity and ancient 
liberty, and thus retrieve his fall. I might there 

* See the laft word of Philo, Page ioo. + Chap. XI. 

have 
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have demonftrated that abfurd Idealifm reducing* 
Our fenfes to vain fiftions, that the proftitotiort 
of them might be but a chimerical crime *j 

there 


• When treating in the Second Volume of the religion* 
and political tenets of the Martini fts> I did not extend »? , 
refearches to their doctrine of Idealifm, and I frankly confefs 
that I did not fufficiently underftand that part of their Apo* 
calypfe. Since the publication of that Volume, however, 
f have thet with a Gentleman perfe&ly capable of compre- 
hending any intelligible fyftem whatever ; t mean the Abbd 
Bertins, reading at prefent at Oxford. He reproached me hi 
terms fimilar to thofe in which fome other people had re- 
proached me refpe&ing the Roficrucians. What yeu haw writ* 
ten , faid he, is ALL true, hut you have not told the WHOLE truth • 
J had indeed faid a great deal of thofe gentry, and I rievef 
will advance any point which I cannot prove. The Abbd 
Bertins condefeended to give me fome little infight into thd 
do&rines of this famous St. Martin. It fullysponfirmed every 
thing which I had advanced on the tenets of the Martinifts, 
with refpedt to the nature of the foul, and to the pretended 
origin of that fonl forming a part of God, of the effence of God* 
and of the fame fubftance-^YtxsX what I had not laid was, chat 
according to the fame fyftem matter has no real exiftenee, or 
at lead: has fuch a feparate exiftenee, and is fo entirely noil 
with refpeft to the foul, that there neither is nor can be any 
' relation whatever between it and the foul ; in fine, that it is, 
with refpeft to os, as if it were not . I had fiirmifed thefe con* 
fequencesina converfation which I had had with an etHmahfo 
young man, the Vicomte de Maimbourg, whom the Marti* 
nifts had endeavoured to taint with their erroneous dodrincs* 
When they came to treat of the pleafure of the fenfes, throw 
that to the fire, they fay in their treatife of morality ; to the 

fire: 
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tfifcre, in fhort, I might have fhown, according to 
the Martinift, that in all ages this fyftem of cor- 
ruption and diforder has bech the doctrine and 

: give to the fire til it ajks ; that it not the Jpirit> all that 
does not affefi the foul ; and this fire is matter ; it is the fen/es , the 
tod]. Is it not in the fame fenfe that the Martinift tells us, 
49 It is in vain that the enemy purfues me with his allufions. 
c ‘ Matter fhall not have remembrance of me here below. 
4f Does man tafte the pleafures of matter ? When the fenfes 
44 feel pain or pleafure, is it not eafy to perceive that it is 
4t not man that feels this pain or pleafure ?” (No. 235, of 
the Man of Defire, by the Author of a work On Errors and K on 
Truth). How frightful is this enigmatical language ! If all 
the paffions and fenfes are foreign to man, if he may gra- 
tify them without affe&ing'his fonl either for the better or for 
the worfe, what monftroqs. consequences muft enfue to morals 1 
And indeed a Daniih Martinift was confulted by the Vifcount, 
who, more candid than the recruiting Brethren, anfwered, 
** Beware, dear Sir, of ever entering into our my fteries;— 
w I am , unfortunately engaged, and ihould in vain attempt 
“ to withdraw myfelf from them. I could not fucceed ; 
,f but, for your, part, take care never to deliver yourfelf 
u over to thofe men.” The Vifcount followed his advice. As 
to the Abbe Bertins, he was too much for Mr. de St. Martin, 
who had to argue with a man that perpetually objefted — if 
my Toni is part of God, and of the fubftance of God, my 
foul mnft be God. After three months lefibns, which the 
reader will readily fuppofe the Abbe Bertins only fubmitted 
to through curioftty, the learned teacher violently exclaimed, 
i€ I fee I never JbaU be able to convince a Divine and thus 
Mr. de St. Martin took leave of a fcholar far more fitted to 
teach him real knowledge than to receive his fophifticated 
lefibns. 



THU AMTISQCIAL COHSPIUAfll*, 

fecret of true Philofophy. This intermediiSPf 
degree was deftjned by Weifhaupt to ferve 39 a 
point of union between the Mafonic Lodges and 
Illuminifm. It was but natural that he fhould 
have feledted the mod monftrous and mod artful 
fyftem of the Craft. Let not the reader there* 
fore be aftonifhed when he fees the Antjtheofo-i 
phift, the Atheift, the Materialift Weifhaupe 
borrowing in this degree the doftrines of the 
Martinifts on the twofold principle or double 
fpirit. But let it be alfo remembered, that when- 
ever, in confequence of this artifice, he is obliged 
to ufe the words fpirit or Joul> he informs the 
candidate, that fuch words are employed in the 
Code only to conform to the vulgar exprejjion. 
This precaution' taken, the Initiator may without 
apprehenfion repeat the fophifticated lefibns on the 
twofold principle. And indeed one might be 
tempted to think, that the dodtrines he lays down 
as the grand objedfc of Free Mafonry had all been 
copied from the Martinift fyftem. He begins by 
deploring a great Revolution which had in 
ages deprived man of his primitive dignity. If* 
then reprefents man as having had the faculty of 
recovering his ancient Jplendour 1 but that by the 
abufe of his faculties he had again immerfed {iitn% 
felf ftill deeper in his defiled and degraded. Ration, 
The very fenfes are blunted, and faid to lead him 
into error on the nature of things. Every thing 

that 
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That he beholds in its aftual ftate is falfebood , /bow, 
and illufum -, and he lays particular ftrels on thole 
Ichools of lages which had, ever fince the time of 
the grand Revolution, preferved the fecret princi- 
ples of the antique do&rines, or of true Mafonry. 
Nor does the monftrous Hierophant bluih at placing 
Jksus op Nazareth among thole lages, and 
bialphemoully numbering the God of the Chrittians 
among the Grand Matters of llluminifm. But 
loon was the do&rine of Chritt falfified, and 
Priefts and Philolbphers raifed on thefe divine 
foundations an edifice of folly, prejudice, and Jelf- 
inter eft. Soon alfo does the tyranny of Prieftbood and 
the Defpotifm of Princes coalefce in the oppreffien of 
offering humanity. Free Mafonry oppofes thefe 
dilattrous attempts, and endeavours to prelerve the 
true dodtrine ; but it has overburdened k with 
fymbols, and its lodges gradually fubfide into 
feminaries of ignorance and error— The Illuminees 
alone are in pofleffion of the real fecrets of Ma- 
fonry } many of them are even ftill to be the ob- 
jdfts of their relearches j and the new Knight is to 
devote all his attention to their dilcovery. He is 
particularly recommended to Jludy the doctrines of 
the ancient Gnoftics and Manichaons , which may lead 
him to ittidy important difcoveries on this real Ma^ 
Jomj. He is alfo told, that the- great enemies 
which he will have to encounter during this invef- 
tigation will be, ambition, and other vices which 

La make 
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make humanity groan under the oppreffton of Princes 
and of the Friejtbood *. 

The obfeurity which enwraps thele lefions on 
the new and grand Revolution which is to counter-* 
aft the ravages of the former, is not the flighteft 
ofWeilhaupt’s artifices. With refpeft to Princes, 
this is the laft degree to which they are admitted. 
They are to be perfuaded, that the antique Revo- 
lution was no other than the coalition of the 
powers of the earth wjth the Priefthood, in order 
to fupport the empire of religious prejudice and 
fuperftition j and that the new Revolution to be 
effefted is the re-union of Princes with Philofo-. 
phy, to overthrow that empire and enfure the 
triumph of reafon. Should the Serene adept be 
ftartled at his having fworn never to flatter the great , 
nor to be a flave to Princes , he will be reconciled 
again by the latter part of the oath, where he en- 
gages to look upon bis domeftic , civil, and focial duties 
as moft facred. But let him form what opinion, 
he may as to his initiation, he has neverthelef*. 
fworn, that he will proteft the Brotherhood from 
fuperftition and defpotifm,; that be will obey the. 
moft excellent fuperiors of the Order ; that he will 
favour its progrefs with all his power, and that be . 
believes it alone to be in pofieflion of t&cTecrets 
of real Mafonry. 


• Sec this degree. Art. 8, 
Hieroglyphics. 


Inftrn&ion on the Mafonic 

la 
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In the lefs important clais of adepts, Ihould any 
ftill banker after their Theofophical ideas, that is to 
lay, Ihould Weilhaupt defpair of ever infiifing 
into them its Anarchical and Atheiftical principles, 
they are condemned to become Jiationary in this 
degree ; and he impoles on them as a talk the ex- 
plication of all the Hieroglyphics of Mafonry* 
which they may let to the tune of the grand Re- 
volution. Under pretence of difeovering a more 
perfett religion, he perfuaded them that Chrif- 
tianity was at this day nothing more than luperfti- 
tion and tyranny. He has infufed into them his 
hatred for the Priefthqod and the exifting forms of 
Government. This will luffice to procure him 
agents of deftru&ion j as to re-edification, he has 
not fo much as mentioned it to them. 

But Ihould there be found among the number Its duties 
of Knights men who of themfelves dive into the an< * law *‘ 
meaning of that great Revolution which only de- 
prived man of his primitive dignity by fubjefting 
him to the laws of civil fociety ; Ihould they have 
comprehended the meaning of this other Revolu- 
tion, which is to reftore every thing by re-eftab- 
lilbing man in his primitive independence, fuch 
men will be pointed out by the Scrutators. It is 
at them that the Code particularly aims when it 
lays. Let the Scotch Knights ferioujly refleft, that 
they are -prefiding over a grand eftablijhment , whoje 
object is the bappinefs of mankind. In Ihort, thele 

L 3 Knights 
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Knights have to a& the parts of Superiors in the 
Order ; they are the Infpe&ors or the Directors of 
all the preparatory clafs. They have on that ac- 
count afiemblies peculiar to themfelves, called 
Secret Chapters , The firft duty of thefe chapters 
is, to watch over the interefts of the Order within 
their diftritt. “ The Scotch Knights,” fays their 
firft inftruftion, “ are to pay particular attention 
to the difeovery of any plans which may contribute 
to fill the coffers of the Order. It were much to be 
wifhed that they could devife means of putting the 
Order into poffeffion of fame confiderable revenues in 
their province. — He that jball have rendered fojigndl 
a fervice mujl never hefitate at believing that tb ft 
revenues are employed in the mofi noble purpofes 
The whole muft labour with all their might to confo- 
lidate the edifice little by little within their diftriSt , 
until the finances of the Order Jhall be found to b& 
competent to its views 

The fecond part of the Code entrufts thefe 
Knights with the government of the preparatory 
clafs. Each Knight is to correlpond with a certain 
number of Brethren who have the direction of 
the Minerval academies. The Code contains in- 
ftru&ions which point out to them upon what 
objects they are permitted to decide j what 
Brethren they are to forward or thwart in their 

• See Firft Inftru&ion for this degree. 

promotion j 
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ptotridtiOii ; and what reports they are to make 
td their Superiors. In their corrfefpondence with 
their Inferiors they make life of the common cy- 
pher, hut When they write to the chiefs they em- 
ploy a peculiar chara&er which tilay truly be called 
Hieroglyphic. 

They are particularly charged with the inspec- 
tion of the Major Iliuminees< “ The Scotch 
** Knights,” fays the Code, “ (hall be particu- 
“ krly attentive that the Major Illuminees do not 
“ negleft to mention in their monthly letters 
<c (uch employments as they may have to dilpofe 
«* of*.” 

I have (hown, in the foregoing chapter, how 
ufeful and indeed how necefiary this precaution 
proved for . recompenfing the zeal of the Bre- 
thren. The adept Knigge wilhed to demonftrate 
that it might be equally ufeful for princes, when 
Combined with the feminizing Code. ** Let us 
fuppOfe,” fays he, f< that a Prince, having an 
u Uluminee for his Minifter, wiflies to find a 
H proper perfon to fill any vacant office j by 
“ means of the Scrutators , the Minifter may im- 
4t mediately prefent the faithful portrait of divers 
u perfonages, from among whom the Prince 
** will only have to make his election j - .”— -But 
every reader, I hope, will recoiled, that in con- 

* Second InftrufUon No. 12. 

f Laft Obfervadons of Philo, Page 95. 
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fequence of the oath that has been taken by the 
Minifter to difpofe of all places in favour o£ 
the Brethren, and that according to the direc- 
tion of the Knights, he will only prefent fuqh 
adepts for thofe offices as the Order lhall have 
chofen j and thus will Illuminifm foon difpofe of 
all benefices, employments, and dignities, and 
have the entire direction of the whole power of 
the State. 

Its in- Meanwhile, until the Sedfc lhall exert this in- 
relative fluence over Courts, the Scotch Knights are to 
Mafonr" acc l u ’ rc an abfolute fway in the Mafonic Lodges. 
Their laws on this head delerve particular atten- 
tion. We lhall feledt the following : 

* c In every town of any note lituated within 
“ their diftridt, the Secret Chapters lhall eftablilh . 
<f Lodges for the three ordinary degrees, and lhall 
cc caufe men of found morals, of good repute, 

“ and of eafy circumftanc^s, to be received in 
“ thele Lodges. Such men are much to be fought 
“ after, and are to be made Mafons, even though 
** they Jhould not be of any, fervice to Illuminifm in its 
“ ulterior proje&s . 

** If there already exifts a Lodge in any given 
a town, the Knights of Illuminifm muft find 
“ means of eftablifhing a more legitimate one.* 

“ at leaft, they lhould fpare no pains to gain the 

• Third Inftruftion for the lame degree. No, i. 

“ afcendancy 
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** afoefldancy in thofe which they find eftablilbed, 
*f either to reform or to defray tbemi 
. ■** They muft ftrongly exhort the members of 
‘‘ Our lodges not to frequent (without leave of 
“ their Superiors) any of thofe pretended con- 
“ ftituted lodges, who bold nothing of the Englijb 
“ but their diplomas y and fome few fymbols and 
*.* ceremonies which they do not underfund. All fuch 
“ Brethren are perfectly ignorant of true Ma- 
“ fbnry, of its grand object, and its real patrons. 
“ Though fome of the greateft merit are to be 
“ found in fuch lodges, we neverthelels have 
“ ftrong reafons for not readily allowing them to 
« vifit oursf.” 

“ Our Scotch Knights muft pay great attention 
“ to the regularity of the fubordinate lodges, and 
“ tnufi above all things attend to the preparation of 
** candidates . It is here that in a private inter cdurfe 
“ they will fhow a man that they have probed him 
“ to the quick. Surprife him by fome enfnaring 
“ quefiion in order to obferve whether he has any 
“ prefence of mind. If he be not ftaunch to his 
“ principles, and lhould expofe his weak fide, 
** make him feel how great his neceflities are, and 
“ how neceffary it is for him to be guided entirely 
“ by usj.” 

• Third Inftru&ion for the fame degree. No. 3. 

f Ibid. No. 5. t Ibid, No. 9. 
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“ The Deputy M after of the Lodge (who ft 
“ generally auditor of the accounts) rhtiftf alfo W 
** a member of our Secret Chapter. He will per- 
“ Jiiade the lodges that they alone dijpefe of their funds-, 
° but he will take care to employ them according tti 
“ the views of the Order » Should It fit any time 
u be neceflary to help one of our Brethren,- the 
“ propofition is made to the lodge ; though the 
“ brother ihould not even be a Mafon, no matte?, 
“ fome expedient muft be found to carry the point. 1 * 

<c No part of the capital, however, muft in 
,c any cafe be alienated, that hereafter we may 
w find the necejfary funds for the moft important mi- 
“ dertakings. The tenth part of the fubfcfiptidns 
** of thefe lodges muft be annually carried to the 
“ Secret Chapter. The treafurer to whom thefe 
“ funds muft be tranfmitted, fhall collect them, 
“ and endeavour by all kinds of expedients to dag- 
“ merit them 

** But before any part of Our own funds are ap- 
" propriated to the help of any of our Brethren, 
“ every effort fhall be made to procure the ftecef- 
“ fary fuccours from the funds belonging to lodges 
** which do not pertain to our fyftetn.— 1 In geneTdt, 
“ the money which thefe lodges fpend in a ufelefs man- 
" ner, jhould be converted to the advancement of our 
“ grand obje5l\'' 

* Third Inftruaion jbf the fehe degree, N 6 . ti. f lb. 13. 

“ When- 
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** Whenever a learned Mafon (hall enter our 
•* Order, he mud be put under the immediate di- 
«* region of our Scotch Knights*/* 

From what code can Weilhaupt, or his com* 
-piler Knigge, have felefted fuch laws as thefe 
for their Scotch Knights ? Many readers will be 
ready to anfwer, that they muft have learned 
them from a Mandrin, a Cartouche, or fome 
hero of the gibbet. But it is no fuch thing 
their Own ingenuity was fufficient to invent fuch 
doctrines. Weilhaupt lays down as a principle, 
that the end juftifies the means : he- made the appli- 
cation of it when he taught his adepts to rob the 
libraries of Princes and Religious Orders ; his 
compiler Knigge applies the fame principle to the 
funds of the honed Mafons j and we fhall foon fee 
what ufe they made of thole funds. It will be in 
vain for the llluminee (more zealous for the 
honour of his founder than for that of the com- 
piler Knigge) to objedt, that Weilhaupt never ap- 
proved of the degree of Scotch Knight . It is true, 
he never much admired it. But it is not the lyf- 
tem of theft (evidently deduced from his own 
principles) that he reprobates j not a Angle ex- 
predion in any of his letters can denote that he did 
foj for Knigge might have anfwered, what do thofe 
fools of Mafons do with that money ? jud as Weif- 

* Third Inftru&ion for the fame degree. No. 1 6 . 

haupt 
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haupt had written what do thofe rajcals of Monks 
do with their rare books ? He blamed it not for 
its principles, but becaufe he thought it a miferable 
compofitiou: der elende Scottijche ritter grade are the 
terms in which he expreffes his contempt. When 
he corrected this degree, the thefts were not the 
parts which he expunged; they were too fervice- 
able to the Order. Weilhaupt, however, con- 
tented to let this degree (fuch.as it was) ferve as a 
preparation for the myfteries of his Epoptes\ that 
is to lay, for his Priefts of Illuminifm ; and when 
confidered in that light it may be truly faid, that 
the Knights brigands were but pitiful and miferable 
indeed. I will, however, give the reader an ojs 
portunity of judging for himfelf. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Seventh Part of the Code of the Uluminees. — Clafs of 
the My ft cries. — Of the leffer Myfteries j the Epopt 
or Prieft of Illminifm. 

However accurately the Se£t may have as- 
certained the progrefs of its adepts in the pre- 
paratory degrees, ftill Weifhaupt feems to fear 
that fome may be ftartled when they come to be 
acquainted with the ultimate views of Illuminifm. 
He wifhes therefore to lead them to his darkeft 
plots by gradual fhades. Hence the divifion of 
leffer and greater myfteries, and the fubdivifion 
into degrees. The firft degree into which the 
adepts are initiated in this clafs is that of Epopt \ 
but thefe new dignitaries are only known by that 
tide to the inferior clafs ; the higher degrees call 
them Prieft s*." 

Let not the reader take alarm at the denomi- 
nation of leffer myfteries , as if they were of no 
confequence j for he will gradually, as he alcends, 
difeover their dark deligns and dealings. But 
before the adept is allowed to proceed, he muft 
colled: every thing that his mind, his memory, 
or all his former leffons can afford, of anti- 

• Philo to Sparttcus. — Inftru<ftions for this degree. 

religious 



158 the antisocial conspiracy. 

religious and anti-focial principles, to enable him 
to give written anfwers to the following quef- 
tions : 

“ I. Do you think the prefent ftate of nations 
tion*, or <* correfponds with the object for which man 
wryexa- ** was placed upon earth ? For example, do go- 
mination. « vernments, civil aiTociations, or religion, attain 
“ the ends for which they were defigned ? Do the 
** fciences to which men apply furnilh them with 
“ real lights ; are they conducive (as they ought 
<c to be) to real happinefs ? Are they not, on 
ft the contrary, the offspring of numbcrlefs wants, 
€f and of the unnatural ftate in which men live ? 
“ Are they not the crude inventions of craay 
“ brains, or of geniufes laborioufly fubtle ?” 

K II. What civil aiTociations and what fciences 
** do you think tend or do not tend to the grand 
“ object ? Did there not formerly exift an order 
“ of things more Ample? What fort of an 
“ idea can you form of that ancient ftate of the 
« world?” 

“ III. Now that we have paired through all 
<f thofe nullities ( or through all thoje ufeleft and 
tc vain form of our civil conftitution ), do you 
“ think that it would be polfible to return back 
“ to the original and noble fimplicity of our 
“ forefathers ? Suppofing we had returned to it, 
c< would not our paft misfortunes render that 
“ ftate more durable? Would not all mankind 
5 « be 
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* bp ip a ftmilar ftate with an individual who, 
*« haying enjoyed the fweets of innocence during 
€t his childhood, and .fallen a prey to error and 
<( his paffipps during his youth, at length, in* 
“ ftrufted by the rifles he has run, and by expe* 
“ rienee, endeavours to return to that innocenco 
u and pyrity which rendered his childhood fo 
“ happy?” 

“ IV. What means were beft to be employed 
u for reftoring mankind to that happy ftate ? 
“ Should it be by public meafores, by violent re- 
“ volutions, or by any means that (hould enfyre 
"fuccefs?” 

c< V. Does not the Chriftian Religion in all its 
“ purity afford fome indications, does it not hint 
*- at fome ftate or happinefs ftmilar to this ? Does 
“ it not even prepare it ?” 

“ VI. Is this holy and Ample religion really 
“ what different Se&s. profefs it to be at this pre- 
M lent day, or is it more perfect ?” 

**VII. Can this more perfect Chriftianity be 
“ known or taught? Could the world (fuch as it 
“ now is) fupport a ftronger degree of light ? Do 
** you not think that, before the numberlefe ob* 
“ fljacle? could be remQved, it would be proper 
* c to preach to mankind a religion more perfect, 
** a philofophy more elevated, and the art of each 
“ one’s governing him (elf according to his greateft 

advantage ?” 

•# “ VIA. Would 
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“ VIII. Would not our moral and political 
,c views lead men to oppofe this blefling? From 
“ our political and moral views then, or from an 
“ ill-judged intereft, or even from deep-rooted 
“ prejudices, thefe obftacles originate. If men, 

K therefore, oppofe the renovation of human 
“ happinefs, is it not becaufe, flaves to ancient 
** forms, they rejedt and reprobate every thing 
“ which is not to be found in thofe forms, though 
<c it fhould be the moft natural, the grandeft, and 
“mod noble of all poffible things? Does not 
“ perfonal intereft alas ! at prefent predominate 
** over the general intereft of mankind ?” 

« IX. Muft we not then filently and gradually 
, ff remedy thofe diforders before we can flatter 

** ourfelves with the re-eftablilhment of the golden 
** age ? Meanwhile, is it not advifeable to dijfem- 
** nate the truth in Secret Societies ?” 

“ X* Can we trace any fuch fecrct dodtrine in 
ff the ancient fchools of the fages, or in the alle- - 
** gorical leflons given by Jefus Chrift, the Savi- 
Cf our and liberator of mankind, to his moft inti- 
“ mate difciples ? HaVe you not obferved 'a fort 
“ of gradual education in that art which you fee' 

** has been tranfmitted to our Order, from the' 

** higheft antiquity*?” 


6 


* Inftruftion for this degree. 
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Should the anfwers of the Candidate to all thefe 
queftions fhow that the progrefs he has made in 
his gradual education is not what the Order had 
reafon to expedt, he will folicit in vain the ad- 
vancement he hoped for. Should his anfweis be 
equivocal, he will receive orders to prepare new 
ones, or to be more explicit*. But if he flow the 
proper difpofitions, and the Se<5t fbrefee bo proba- 
bility of his being ftartled at the leffons rffthe Hie- 
rophant on thofe grand objects which a.e to be dif- 
clofed to him, the Superiors give thei' aflent, and a 
fynod of the illuminized priefthooc is held. The 
day of initiation is fixed. At -he - hour agreed 
upon, the introducing adept vaits upon his new 
profelyte and takes him into, a carriage. The 
windows being doled, the Candidate blind-folded, 
and the coachman continually winding and vary- 
ing his courfe, are precautions more than fufficient 
to hinder the profelyte lirom ever being able to 
trace the fpot to which he is conduced. Led by 
the hand, and ftill blind-folded, he flowly afcends 
to the porch of the temple of the myfteries. His 
guide then diverts him of the Mafonic infignia, 
puts, a drawn fword into his hand, takes off the 
bandage from his eyes, and leaves him, ftri&ly 
forbidding him to proceed a ftep until he hears 

* Ibid. Further inltruftions, on the admiffion to the degree 
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the voice which is to call him. He is then left to 
his reflexions. 

With refpeft to the pomp of the myfterics, 
when the Brethren celebrate them in all their 
fplenflour, the walls of the temple are hung in 
red, and. lighted up with an immenfe number of 
candles or lamps. A voice is at length heard, 
faying, ** Come ! enter, unhappy fugitive ! The 
** fathers vait for you ; enter and fhut the door 
“ after you.” TJie profelyte obeys the voice 
which calls Km. At the bottom of the temple 
he beholds a throne under a rich. canopy with a 
table before it, o* which lie a crown, a feeptre, a 
fword, fome pieces of gold money, and precious 
jewels, all interlaid with chains. At the foot of 
this table, on a fcarlet cufhion,.is thrown a white 
robe, a girdle, and th? fimple ornaments of the 
facerdotal coftume. The profelyte, ftanding at 
the bottom of the temple and in front of the 
throne, is addrefled by the Hierophant as follows: 

** Behold and fix thine eyes on the fplendour of 
“ the throne. If all this chifdifh mummery, thefe 
“ crowns, thefe feepters, and dll thefe monuments 
K of human degradation, have any charms in your 
“ eyes, fpeak j and it may be in our power to 
K gratify your wifhes. Unhappy man! if fuch 
“ are your objeXs, if you wifh to rife to power , 
“ that you may afllft in the oppreffion of your 
" Brethren, go, and at your peril, make the trial. 

5 « Arc 
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c * Are you in queft of power, of force, of falfe 
“ honours, and of fuch fuperfluities, we will 
“ labour for you ; we will procure fuch tranfient 
“ advantages for you, we will place you as near 
cc the throne as you can defire, and will leave you 
“ to the confequences of your folly j but obferve, 
<c our fanfluary Ihall be for ever (hut againft you.” 

“ On the contrary, do you wilh to be initiated 
M into wifdom, would you teach the art of ren- 
€t dering men better, more free and more happy, 
“ then be welcome, be thrice welcome. Here 
“ you behold the attributes of Royalty, and there, 
€t on the cuihion, you fee the modeft veftment of 
** Innocence ; make your choice, and let it be the 
“ choice which your heart (hall diflate.” 

If, contrary to all expe&ations, the Candidate 
lhould make choice of the Regalia, he hears a 
thundering voice exclaim, <f Monfter, retire ! 
“ ceafe to pollute this holy place ! Begone, fly, 
before it be too late.” At thefe words he is 
led out of the temple by the Brother who intro- 
duced him.— -But lhould he chufe the white robe, 
how different will be the language ! “ Health and 
‘‘ fidutation to your great and noble foul ! Such was 
* c the choice We expefted from you. But Hop ; 

it is not permitted to you to inveft yourfclf with 
** that robe, until you have learned to what you are 
** in future dellined by us 

* Ibid. Further inftruftions on the adatiffion to the degree 
©fPrieft. 

M a The 
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The Candidate is then ordered to be feated. 
The Code of the Myfteries is opened, and the 
Brethren in filence attend to the Oracles of the 
Hierophant. 

Now, reader, you who have been through fa 
long a courfe of trials, queftions, rituals, and in- 
fidious degrees ; who have been led through all 
the preparatory labyrinth of illuminized education, 
if (till you be in the dark as to the objeft of fuch 
precautions and artifices, follow, me into this den 
which the Se£t dares call the holy place ; feat thy- 
felf by the adept, and liften to their Oracles.— 
This is the matter-piece of the founder. Hear 
with patience, though your indignation fhould be 
excited by his monftrous fertility in Sophifm, in 
impiety, in blalphemy againft your gofpel and 
your God, treachery againft your Magiftrates, 
your country, and its laws, againft your titles 
and your rights, againft thofe of your anceftors 
and your progeny— Let Kings and Subjects, the 
rich and poor, the merchant and the labourer, 
let every clafs of citizens attend; let them hearken, 
anc} learn at length what hellifh plots are con- 
triving againft them in the dark recefies of thefe 
diabolical dens. In vain lhall the lethargic foul 
accufe us of credulity or groundlefs terrors* 
Thofe lefi'ons which the. Se6t view as the matter- 
piece of their code lie before me, fuch as they 
flowed from the pen of the Legiflator, fuch as 
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they were publilhed by order of the Sovereign 
who feized the archives of the Seft, that all 
nations might learn the dreadful dangers with 
which they were menaced*. I have them again 
embeUifhed by the compiler of the Se£t, corrected 
and reviewed by the Council of the Areopagites, 
attefted by the compiler as true and conformable - 
to the copy figned and fealed with the fignet of the 
Seftf. 

Read then, and rock thyfelf to fleep in the 
cradle of voluntary ignorance if thou canft, content 
with having allured thyfelf that every confpiracy 
againft the ex iftence of civil fociety or of all go- 
vernment whatever, every confpiracy againft the 
exiftence of property , can be but a chimera. 

It is to the Candidate, and in prefence of the 
Brethren already initiated to thefe myfteries, that 
the llluminizing Prefident addrefles the following 
difeourfe : 

Difcourfe of the Hierophant for the Degree of Prieft 
or Epopt of the Illuminees\. 

“ At length (he fays) the time of your reward 
* f fucceeds to the trials of an affiduous prepara- 

t( tion. 

• Original Writings, Val- IJ. Part 2. 

f Lait works of Philo and Spartacus, from Page 10 to 70, 
and certificates of Philo at the beginning of this degree. 

t I have compared the two editions of this difcourfe. The 
firll gives it juft as WeUhaupt compofed and pronounced it at 

M3 his 
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“ tion. . At prefent you know yourfelf, and have 
ct learned to know others; you are what you 
ought to be, fuch as we wilhed to lee you. It 
“ will now be your duty to conduit others.— 
“ What you already know, and what you are 
“ about to learn, will expofe to your view the 
“ extreme weaknds of human nature. In this 
“ advantage alone lies the true fource of power 
“ which one man exercifes over another. The 
“ dark clouds diflipate ; the fun of light rifes; 
“ the gates of the fandluary unfold ; a portion 
“ of our myfteries is going to be revealed to 
“ you. Let the gates of the temple be Ihut 
“ againft the prophane; I will only fpeak to 
“ the Illuftrious, to the Holy, to the Eledl. I 
" lpeak to thofe who have ears to hear, who 

his firft initiations. The fecond has been correfted by his 
adept the Baron Knigge, known by the charalterifiic of 
Philo. All the difference that I could obferve was, a (light 
refinement of the ftyle in fome parts, while prolix paflagea 
had been added in others, I remarked, that the Compiler 
Knigge had literally copied all the impious, feditious, and 
frantic leffons of the original — I have given the preference 
to the original. In place of adding, I (hall rather retrench* 
and only mention the moft linking paflages, making fuck 
reflexions as circumfiances may require. Weifhaupt, accord** 
ing to the idiom of the German language, always addrefledL 
the Candidate in the third perfon plural : in this particula 
we have followed Knigge’s correftion, as more fuitahle with 
our language, 

cc have 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


“ have tongues which they can commands and 
“ who have minds fufficiently enlightened to un- 
** derftand. 

“ Surrounded by the Illuftrious, you are about 
“ to enter into that clafs which bears an ellential 
“ part in the government of our fublime Order. 
€t But do you knpw what it is to govern, can you 
€t conceive what this right can be in a fecret 
“ fociety ? To exercife fuch an empire, not over 
“ the vulgar or the- grandees of the people, but 
“ over the moft accomplifhed men, over men in 
“ all ftations, of all nations, of all religions; to 
ct reign over them without any exterior conllraint, 
“ to keep them united by durable bonds, to in- 
“ fpire them all with, one fpirit ; to govern with 
“ all poffible precifion, activity, and filence, men 
u fpread over the whole furface of the globe, 
u even to its utmoft confines. This is a problem 
“ which no political wifdorn has ever been able to 
“ folve. To reunite the diftinftions of Equality, 
Defpotifm, and Liberty; to prevent the trea- 
“ fans and perfections which would be the ine- 
vitable confequences ; of nothing, to create 
** great things ; to Hand firm againft the fwelling 
torrent of evils and abufe ; to make happinefs 
“ univerfally fhine on human nature ; would be a 
“ mafter-picce of morality and polity re-united. 
“ The civil conllitutions of ftates offer but little 
tf aid to fuch an undertaking. Fear and violence 
M 4 " are 
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“ arc their’ grand engines ; with us, each one is 

“ voluntarily to lend his afiiftance Were 

“ men what they ought to be, we might on their 
“ firft admiflion into our fociety explain the great- 
“ nefs of our plans to them j but the lure of a 
“ lecret is perhaps the only mean of retaining 
“ thofc who might turn them backs upon us as 
** foon as their curiofity had been gratified : The 
“ ignorance or imperfedt education of many 
“ makes it requifite that they fliould be firft 
“ formed by our moral leflons. The complaints, 
“ the murmurs of others againft the trials to 
“ which we are obliged to condemn them, fuffi- 
“ ciently (how you what pains we muft beftow, 
“ with what patience and what conftancy we muft 
“ be endowed} how intenfely the love of the 
v grand objedt muft glow in our hearts, to make 
• « us keep true to our pofts in the midft of fuch 
“ unthankful labour ; and not abandon for ever 
“ the hope of regenerating mankind.” 

“ It is to partake with us of thefe labours that 
“ you have been called. To obferve others day 
“ and night ; to form them, to fuccour them, to 
“ watch over them j to ftimulate the courage of 
“ the pufillanimous, the adtivity and the zeal of 
** the lukewarm; to inftrudl the ignorant; to 
“ raife up thofe who have fallen, to fortify thofc 
“ who ftagger ; to reprefs the ardour of rafhnefs, 
** to prevent difunion; to veil the faults and 

“ weak- 
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" weaknefles of others ; to guard againft the acute 
" inquifitivenefs of wit j to prevent imprudence 
“ and treason j in fhort, to maintain the fubor- 
<€ dination to and efteem of our Superiors, and 
“ friendfhip and union among the Brethren, are 
“ the duties, among others ftill greater, that we 
<r impofe upon you.” 

u Have you any idea of fee ref focieties j of the 
<f rank they hold, or of the parts they perform in 
“ the events of this world ? Do you view them as 
“ infignificant or tranfient meteors ? O, Brother ! 
“ God and Nature, when difpofiqg of all things 
tf according to the proper times and places, had 
“ their admirable ends in view ■, and they make ufe 
“ of tbefe Jecret focieties as the only and as the in - 
u difpenfable means of. conducting us thither” 

“ Hearken, and may you be filled with admi- 
<f ration ! This is the point whither all the moral 
<c tends j it is on this that depends the knowledge 
* c of the rights of fecret focieties, of all our doc- 
<f trine, of all our ideas of good and bad, of juft 
<e and unjuft. You are here fituated between the 

wdrld paft and the world to come. Caft your 
<c eyes boldly on what has paired, and in an inftant 
tf ten thoufand bolts fhall fall, and thoufands of 
* f gates fhall burft open to futurity — You lhall 
€f behold the inexhauftible riches of God and of 
€r Nature, the degradation and the dignity of man. 
S( You fhall fee the world and human nature in 
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“ its youth, if not in its childhood, even there 
“ where you thought to find it in its decrepitude 
“ and verging toward its ruin and ignominy.” 

Should this long exordium, which I have ne- 
verthelefs abridged, have fatigued the reader, let 
him reft and reflect for an inftant. The enthu- 
fiaftic drain « which predominates in this firft part 
pervades the whole. Weilhaupt thought it ne- 
ceffary to his objeCt to afford his profelytes no 

I • 

time for reflection. He begins by inflaming them; 
he promifes great things ; though this impious and 
artful mountebank knows that he is going to fob 
them off with the greateft follies, the grofleft im- 
pieties and errors. I have called him an impious 
and artful mountebank j but that is falling far 
Ihort of what the proofs atteft. Weilhaupt knows, 
that he deceives, and wilhes to delude his pro- 
felytes in the moft atrocious manner. When he 
has milled, ‘he feoffs at them, and with his con- 
fidants derides their imbecility. He has, however, 
his reafons for beguiling them, . and knows fop 
what ufes he intends them when he has infilled 
into them his erroneous and vicious principles* 
The greater the confideration they may enjoy in 
the world, the more heartily he laughs at their 
delufion. He thus writes to his intimate friends : 
« c You cannot conceive how much my degree o£~ 
“ Tried is admired by our people. But what is 
<* foe moft extraordinary is, that feveral great pro- 
* <( teftant 
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« teftant and reformed divines, who are of Our 
** Order, really believe that that part of the dif- 
u courfe which alludes to religion contains the 
“ true ipirit and real fenfe of Chriftianity j poor 
f( mortals ! ivbat could J not make you believe?-* ** 
“ Candidly 1 own to yoy, that I never thought of 
« becoming the founder of a religion In this 
manner d 9 es the impoftor delude his followers, 
And then feoffs at them in private. Thefe great 
divines were probably of that clafs among the 
proteftants which we Ihould, among us, call apof- 
tatesj a Syeyes or an Autun, for example > for it 
is impoffihle that any man endowed with common 
fenfe or candour could avoid feeing that the 
Whole tendency of this long difeourfe is the total 
overthrow of all religion and of all govern- 
ment. 

A fecond obfervdtion well worthy the notice of 
our readers is, the extreme importance which the 
SeCt gives to Jecret J octettes , and what mighty ex- 
pectations it grounds on their myfterious ex- 
igence. Cet nations and chiefs of nations examine 
themfelves, refleCt whether they have ever cal- 
culated the means and importance of thefe fecret 
focieties fo well as thofe who founded them ; and 
fay, whether fear and diffidence on the one fide 
ihould not keep pace wj,th the expectations 

* Orig.Wrh.Vol.il. Let. 18, frozp Weiihaupt to^wack. 

and 
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and confidence of the other. But let us return to' 
the Lodge wherein Weilhaupt initiates his adepts. 

Continuing his enthufiaftic ft rain, the Hiero- 
phant informs the profelyte, that Nature, having 
a great plan to develope, begins by the lefler and ' 
mod imperfect parts j that Ihe then regularly pro-' 
ceeds to the middle terms, to bring things to a 
ftate of perfection j which ftate may ferve as a 
point whence Ihe may again depart, to raife them 
to a higher of perfection. 

€t Nature (fays he) makes us begin at infancy, 
“ from infancy Ihe raifes us to manhood. She at 
f * firft left us in the favage ftate, but foon brought 
<f us to civilization, perhaps that we might be 
* c more fenfible, more enraptured and tenacious 
“ of what we are, from viewing the contraft of 
“ what we were. But to what changes, and thofe 
“ of an order infinitely more important, does our 
“ future deftiny lead us ! ” ■ 

Were the candidate matter of his own reafon, he 
muft conclude from thefe principles, that human 
nature had acquired perfection when palling from 
the lavage ftate to that of civil fociety ; that if he 
is ftill to acquire perfection it can never be by 
returning to his primitive ftate. But fophifters have 
their tortuofities, and the adepts are involved in a 
folly and blindnefs, with which the Almighty God 
permits them to be ftricken, fince they prefer error 
to truth, and impiety to Chriftianity. 


« As 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY: 


As has the individual man (continues the 
cc Hierophant) fo human nature in the aggregate 
“ has its childhood, its youth, its manhood, and 
tc its old age.- At each of thefe periods mankind 
“ learn and are fubjeft to frelh wants — hence 

<f arife their political and moral revolutions 

€c It is at the age of manhopd that human nature 
“ appears in all its dignity. It is then that, taught 
** by long experience, man conceives at length 
tc how great a misfortune it is for him to invade 
“ the rights of others, to avail himfelf of fome 
*•' few advantages, purely exterior, to raife him- 
“ felf, to the prejudice of others. It is then that 
“ he fees and feels the happinels and dignity 
<e of man.” 

“ The firft age of mankind is that of favage 
** and uncouth nature. A family is the whole fo- 
** ciety j hunger and thirft eafily quenched, a 

fhelter from the inclemency of the feafons, 
** a v^oman, and, after fatigue, reft, are then the 
“ only wants. At that period men enjoyed the two 
“ moft inefiimable blejjings Equality and Li- 
« berty ; they enjoyed them to their utmoft extent j 
u they would have forever enjoyed them , had they 
<c chofen to follow the track which Nature had traced 
“ for them — or had it not entered the plans of 
*« God apd Nature firft to fhow man for what 
“ bappinefs'be was defined j happinels the more 
** precious, as he had begun by .tailing of it ; 

« hap- 
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** happinefs fo early loft, but inftantAneoufly re- 
** gretted and fruitlcfsly fought after, until he 
“ fhould have learned how to make a proper ufe 
** of bis firengtb , and how to condutt himfelf 
** in his intercourfc with the reft of mankind. 
et In his primitive ftate he was deftitute of the 
** conveniences of life, but he was not on that 
ct account unhappy j not knowing them, he did 
** not feel the want of them. Health was his ordi- 
“ nary ftate, and phyfical pain Was his only fource 
«« of uneafinefs — Ob happy mortals ! who were not 
“ Sufficiently enlightened to diflurb the repofe of your 
“ mind, or to feel thofe great agents' of our mi* 
“ feries the love of power and of diftinSlions , the 
“ propenfity to fenfuality, the thirft after the 
** reprefentative figns of all wealthj thofe truly 
“ original fins with all their progeny, envy, ava- 
“ rice, intemperance, ficknefs, and all the tortures 
** of imagination ? ” 

Thus We fee this primitive and favage ftate, this 
firft eflay of Nature, already transformed (in 
the mouth of the Hierophant) into the happieft 
ftate that man ever knew : Equality and Liberty 
are the fovereign principles of happinefs in that 
ftate. Should the reader be as much blinded as 
the profelyte, and not fee whither all this is 
tending, let him proceed, and hear how man was 
deprived of this happinefs by the inftitution of 
civil focieties. 



« An 
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c< Art unfortunate germ foon vivifies in the 
M breaft of man, and his primitive peace and fe- 
“ Hcity difappear.” 

ct As families multiplied, the means of fub- 
<f fiftence began to fail ; the nomade (or roaming) 
tc life ceafed , and PROPERTY flatted into exigence j 
** men chofe habitations ; agriculture made them 
ee intermix. Language became univerfal •, living 
<c together, one man began to meafure his ftrength 
tc with another, and the weaker were diftinguifhed 
<c -from the ftronger. This undoubtedly created 
“ the idea of mutual defence, of one individual 
** governing divers families re-united, and of thus 
4t defending their perfons and their fields againft 
“ the invafion of an enemy 3 but hence Liberty 
« was ruined in its foundation and Equality 
* ( difappeared.” 

“ Oppreffed with wants unknown until that 
period, man perceived that his own powers 
** were no longer fufficient. To fupply this de- 
** feft, the weakeft imprudently fubmitted to the 
<c ftrongeft or to the wifeft j not however to be 
c< ill-treated, but that he might be protected, con- 
dudted and enlightened. — All fubmiflion, there- 
w fore, even of the moft unpolifhed mortal, has 
** an exiftence only in' as much as he wants the 
K perfon to whom he fubje&s himfelf, and on 
“ the exprefs condition that that perfon can fuc- 
“ cour him. His power ceafes when my weabiefs 

“ no 
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tf no longer exifts , or when another acquires fuperi~ 
“ ority. Kings are fathers the paternal power 
“ is at an end when the child has acquired bis 
“ Jlrength. The father would offend bis children if 
" be pretended to prolong his rights beyond that term . 
“ Every man having attained to years of difcretion 
“ may govern himfelf ; when a whole nation therefore 
“ is arrived at that period , there can exift no further 
“ plea for keeping it in wardjbip” 

In putting fuch language into the mouth of the 
Hierophant, the founder of Illuminifm had too 
well ftudied the ftrength and illufion of words j 
he had been too cautious in the choice and pre- 
paration of his adepts ever to fear that any of 
them would anfwer, “ You who thus give ora- 
cles, what do you underftand by nations having 
attained their majority ? Without doubt fuch as, 
having emerged from ignorance and barbarifm, 
have acquired the lights neceffary for their hap- 
• pinefs •, and to what can they be indebted for 
thefe lights and this happinefs, if not to their 
civil affociation ? It will be then, if ever, that 
they will find it both reafonable and neceffary to 
remain under the guardianjhip of their laws and 
of their government, left they fhould fall back 
into the barbarifm and ignorance of the roaming 
clans, or be precipitated into the horrors of anar- 
chy, from revolution to revolution, under the 
fucceflive tyranny of the brigand, of the execu- 
tioner 
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fcioner of the fophifticated delpot, or under that 
of a fophifter Syeyes and his colegiflative Mar- 
iellois, of a Robefpierre and his guillotines, of the 
Triumviri and their profcriptions. The populace 
alone in the minority of ignorance, the fophifter s 
alone in the majority of wickedncfs and corruption* 
ihall applaud thy myfteries.” 

. Certain of not meeting with fudh reflexions from 
the adepts, the Hierophant continues to inculcate 
his principles by attributing every thing to ftrength, 
and deftroying all principles of morality or of rea- 
fon, though he will affedt the tone, of both ; and 
ends by forming his judgment on man in fociety, 
as he would judge tigers and wild beafts in the fo- 
refts.— Thele are his new dodtrines. 

“ Never did ftrehgth fubmit to weaknefs.— 
x * Nature has deftined the weak to ferve, becaufe 
“ they have wants j the ftrong man to govern, 
“ becaufe he can be ufeful. Let the one lofe his 
<c force, and the other acquire it, they will then 
" change lituations, and he that obeyed will com- 
** marid. He that ftaiids in need of another, allb 
Cf depends upon him, and he has renounced to 
“ him his rights. HenCe few wants is the firft 
“ flep towards liberty. It is for -this reafon that 
K the Javages are the moft enlightened of men, and 
“ perhaps they . alone are free *. When wants are 

’ i 

. * Darum find wilde, and im hochften grad aufgcklarte, 
vi]J«jcht, die einzige freye inenfehen. 

Vol. III. N 


“ durable. 
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*5 durable, fervitude is alfo lading. Safety is a 
“ durable want. Had men refrained from all in- 
“ juftice, they would have remained free $ it was 
“ injudice which made them bend beneath the 
“ yoke. To acquire fafety, they depofited the 
whole force in the hands of one man ; and thus 
* f created a new evil, that of fear. The work of 
“ their own hands frightened them s and to live 
f< in fafety they robbed themfelves ofthat very 
*' fafety. This is the cafe of our governments. 
« — Where then /ball we find a frotefting fore* ? 
" In union but how rare, alas I is that union, 
ft cept in our new and fecret affociations, better 
“ guided by wifdom, and leagued in frraiter bonds 1 
“ and hence it is that nature itfelf* inclines os 
“ toward thefe affociations.” 

Subtle as is the artifice in this defcription of 
human nature, and in that affe&ation of beholding 
on the one fide nothing but tyrants and defpots^ 
and on the other only oppreffcd and tremfcling 
flaves in the ftate of fociety j whatever fbarti 
Nature may have had in the inftitution of ibcial 
order, or in reclaiming mankind from forefts and 
Wildemefles to live under laws and a Common 
chief* the Hierophant neverthdefs-einiltihgly ex- 
claims, “ Such is the faithful and philofwphrfi 
“ pifture ofr'defpotifm and of liberty, of ouf 
“ wifhes and of our fears. Defpotifm was en- 
K grafted on liberty, and from defpotifm fhall 

“liberty 
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n liberty once more fpring. The re-union of 
* c men iftfociety is at once the cradle and the 
** grave of delpotifm •, it is alfo the grave and 
K cradle of liberty. We were once poffeffed of 
** liberty, tend we loft it, but to find it again and 
** never to kfe_ it more j to learn by the very priva - 
rt tion of it the art of better enjoying k in future** 
Reader, obferve thefe words $ if they do not evi- 
dently point out the objeffc of the Sefr, if you 
do not perceive the wifh of bringing mankind 
back to thofe times of the nomade herds of favages, 
and of men deftitute of property, laws, or govern- 
ment, read and convince yourfelf by what follows: 
<f Nature drew men from the favage Jlate and re- 
te united them in civil focieties j from thefe focieties 
“ we proceed to further w'fhes, and to a wifer choice 
tx (aus den ftaaten tretten wir in neue kliiger ge- 
** wdhlte). New ajfociations prefent them} elves to 
w tbtfe wtjhes , and by their means we return to the 
“ Jlate whence we came , not again to run the former 
** courfe , but better to enjoy our new dejliny — — let 
*• us explain this myftery.” 

,c Men then had pajfed from their peaceable Jlate, 
“ to the yoke of Jervitude% Eden, that terreftrial 
<r patadife, was loft to them. Subjects of Jin and 
“ Jldvery , they were reduced to fervitude and obliged 
** to gain their bread by the fweat of their brow . — 
“ In the number of thefe men fome promifed to 
** proteft, and thus became their chiefs — at firft 
N a “ they 
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tc they reigned over herds or clans — thefe wer« 
“ foon either conquered, dr united together in 
* f order to form a numerous people ; hence arole 

nations and their chiefs — kings of nations. 
“ At the formation of dates and nations, the' 
“ world ceafed to be a great family, to be a 
" fingle empire j the gfeat bond of nature was 
“ rent afunder.” 

.The impudence of fuch affertions muft aflonifli 
the reader } he will afk himfelf can there pof- 
fibly exift beings thus belying evidence itfelfi 
and pretending to fliow the univerfe forming 
but one and the fame family, and the grand 
bond of nature In thole roaming and fcattered. 
herds, where the child can fcarcely walk when 
he is feparated from his father ? How is it pof-. 
fible to reprefent mankind as divorcing from 
the great family, at the very period when they 
unite under the fame chiefs and the fame laws, 
for their mutual prote&ion and fafety ? But, 
reader, fulpend thy indignation. Let us call up 
in evidence againll the Se£t thofe brigands and. 
fophifticated murderers which it decorated with 
the high- founding title of Patriots , and which it 
ftimulated to bloodlhed and methodized murder, 
by the fanaticifing founds pf people >, nation, country. 
At the very time that they rend the air with 
fuch accents, with names fo dear as they pre- 
tend, hear the maledi&ions which their myftcries 

heap 
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heap ' upon every people, every nation, every 
country. ' 

At that period, when men re-united and 
formed nations, “ they ceafed to acknowledge a 
u common name — Nationalifm , or the love for 
“ a particular nation, took place of the general 
“ love. With the divifion of the globe, and of 
“ its Hates, benevolence was reftrained within 
“ certain limits, beyond which it could no longer 
K trefpafs. — Then it became a merit to extend 
“ the bounds of ftates at the expence of th6 
<f neighbouring ones. Then it became lawful 
** to abufe, offend, and defpife foreigners, to at- 
“ tain that end — and this virtue was ftyled pa- 
** triotifm j and he was ftyled a patriot who, juft 
“ toward his countrymen, and unjuft to others, 
« was blind to the merits of ftrangers, and be- 
<c lieved the very vices of his own country to 
w be perfections. — In fuch a cafe, why not 
“ reftrain that love within a narrower compafs, 
“ to citizens living in the fame town, or to the 

members of one family j or why even ihould 
n not each perfon have concentrated his affec- 
** tions in himfelf. We holly beheld Patriotifm 
,c generating Lbcali/m , the confined Jpirit of families, 
“ and at length Egoifm. Hence the origin of ftates 
t% and governments , arid of civil fociety, has really 
** proved to be the feeds of difeord, and Patriotifm 
“ has found its punijhment in itjelf. . . . Diminijh , 
% N 3 u rtjeft 
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“ reject that love of the country > and mankind wiif 
“ once more learn to know and love each other a# 
“ men. Partiality being cad alkie* that union 
“ of hearts will once more appear and expand. 
“ itfelf — on the contrary, extend the bonds of 
“ Patriotifm, and you will teach man that it in 
“ impoflible to blame the cloler contraction of 
<< love, to a Cngle family, to a fingle perfon, in a 
«* word, to the JlriSeft Egoijm. 

But let us abridge thefc blalphemies. The 
Hifrophant, under pretence of his univerfal love, 
may vent his fpleen againd the diftindtions of 
Greeks or Romans ', of French or Englilh, of 
Italian or Spanilh, of Pqgan or Jew y of Cbrtfiifns 
or Mahometans^ which denote nations and their 
religions : . he may repeat, if he pleaies, that 
amidft thefe different denominations that of man 
is overlooked j what will be the refult of luck 
declamation ? — With our illuminixing dodtor, in 
common with every clafs of 'the diforganiftng 
Sophifters, is not this pretended univerfal love to 
be a cloak for the mod odious* hypocrily ? H© 
only pretends to univerfal philanthropy, that he 
may difpenfe with loving his neighbour. He de- 
tails the love of one’s country, only becaufe ho 
deteds the laws of nations ; he cannot even brook 
the love of one’s family (he. has .given us a fine 
Specimen in the perfon of his After), and he will 
fubditute that univerfal love becaufe he is no 
*5 more 
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more attached to them than he is to the Chi- 
ne fe, the Tartar, or the Hottentot, which he 
neither has fcen nor ever will fee, and that all 
human nature may be equally indifferent to him. 
He extends the bond that it may lofe its elaf- - 
ticity and difeontinue its aftion. — • He calls him* 
felf citizen of the univerfe, that he may ceafe 
to be a citizen in his own country, a friend in 
fociety, or a fond father and dutiful child in his 
own family. His lave, he tells us, extends from 
pole to -pole, that he may love nothing that is 
near him. Such is the philanthropy of our Cof- 
mopolites ! 

The profelyte ftands aftonifhed in ftupid ad- 
miration at thefe exprelfions of univerfal love.— 
The Hierophant proceeds to the Codes of Nations. 
Still in extafy at thefe do&rines, he learns that, 
they are in direct oppofidon to the laws of nature - t 
nor will he even perceive that his new code is in 
direct oppofition to the very firft laws of nature, 
as it eradicates the love of one’s own family and 
that of one’s country. Nor will he aflc, why the 
fulfilling of his duty toward his fellow-country- 
men fhould hinder him from treating the bar- 
barian or the favage with proper affettion ? 
Thep follow new fophifms, to perfuade the adept 
that the original fault of man was, the derehdion 
of the Equality and Liberty of the favage ftate by 
the inftitution of civil laws. 

' * N 4 Here, 
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Here, more than ever, are calumny and hatred 
blended with enthufiafm by the Hierophant, who, 
reviewing the different ages of the world fince the 
exiftence of civil inftitutions, pictures nations as 
groaning under oppreffion, defpotifm, and flavery, 
or glutted with the blood of wars and revolutions, 
which always terminate in tyranny. At one time 
it is the reprefentation of Kings furrounding them- 
felves with herds or legions called foldiers, in 
order to gratify their ambition by conquefts on 
flrangers, or to reign by terror over their enflaved 
fubjedtsj at other times, it is the people them- 
felves brandifhing their arms, not to attack ty- 
ranny in its fource, but merely to change their 
tyrants. If they think of giving themfelves repre- 
fentatives, it is thefe very repreientatives, who, 
forgetting that they only hold their mijjions and powers 
from the people , form Ariftocracies and Oligarchies , 
which all end by flowing into, the general refer- 
voir of Monarchy and Defpotifm. He never 
lofes fight of his fophifm of human nature de- 
graded and vilified under the yoke of tyranny. 
Thefe declamations, enthufiaftically pronounced, 
at length . make the profelyte exclaim, in uniion 
with his matter, ft Are fuch then the confequences of 
“ the inftitution of Jiates and of civil fociety'f O- folly ( 
“ oh people ! that you did not forefee the fate that 
“ awaited you j — that you Jhould yourfelves have 
“ feconded your defpots in degrading human nature 
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M to Jervitude, and even to the condition of the 
“ brute!** 

Could a true Philofopher have been prelent, his 
heart muft have burft with generous indignation ; 
he would have abruptly challenged the Hierophant 
to declare whence he had learned to metamor- 
phofe the annals of. lociety into thole of brigands 
and monfters ? Is the hiftory of man then reduced 
to the records of plagues, famines, ftorms, tem- 
pefts, or of convulled elements ? Have no ferene 
days lhone on man? Shall the fun be reprefented 
as a malevolent objedb, becaufe it is fometimes 
obfcured by fogs or clouds ? Are we to fly from 
our habitations becaufe many have been deflroyed 
-l>y fire ? Shall we curie life and health becaufe we 
are fubjedt to. pains and infirmities? Why elfe 
*his fable painting of the difafters which have in 
the courfe of ages befallen civil fociety ? Why are 
tre to be filent on the misfortunes from which it 
lias preferred us, or on the advantages which it 
lias heaped on man, in reclaiming him from the 
JForefts ? N • ' 

But the voice of reafon cannot penetrate into 
the den of confpiracy. The oracles of Weilhaupt 
Hi all there be confidently repeated by the Hiero- 
S>ha4t. He draws nigher and nigher to the grand 
objedt, to the means of making thole misfortunes 
difappear, which originate, as he pretends, in the 
Anftitution qf laws and governments. u Oh na- 
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** turd" he continues, “ how great and incori- 
“ teftable are thy rights? It is from the womb of 
“ difafler and mutual deftru&ion that the means 
u of fafety fpringl Oppreffion difappears becaufe 
** it meets with abettors, and reafon regains its 
“ rights becaufe people wifh to ftifle it. He, at 
** leaft, who wifhes to miflead others, fhould fcek 
** to govern them by the advantages of inftruo 
w tion and fcience. Kings themfelves at length 
u perceive, that there is little glory in reigning 
° over ignorant herds-— Legiflators begin to ac- 
“ quire wifdom, and they favour property and in- 
** duftry:— perverfe motives propagate the fcien- 
€t ces, and Kings proteft them as agents of opt 
** predion. Other men profit of them to invefti- 
** gate the origin of their rights. They at length 
“ feize on that unknown mean of forwarding a 
“ revolution in the human mind, and of thus 
“ triumphing for ever over oppreffion. But the 
** triumph would be of fhort duration, and man 
“ would fall back into his degraded ftate, had not 
" Providence in thofe diftant ages hufbanded the 
“ means which it has tranfmitted down *to us, of 
ft fecretly meditating and at length operating the 
“ falvation of human kind. 

** Tbefe means are, the Jecret Jcbools of Pbikjepby, 
“ Tbefe Jcbools have been in all ages the archives of 
“ nature and or the rights of man. Theft 
“ fchools /ball one day retrieve the fall of busnax 

“ nature, 
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w nature, and Princes and Nations shall 
** disappear from the face of the earth, and 
that without any violence. Human nature fhall 
«* form one great family, and the earth (hall be- 
“ come the habitation of the man pf reafon.— • 
w Morality fhall alone produce this great Revo- 
“ lution. The day JbaU com when each father jbatt, 
** like Abraham and the Patriarchs, become the Priejt 
**. and abfohtte Sovereign of bis family. Reason 

<* SHALL BE TtfB ONLY BOOK OF LAWS, the fok 

w Code of man . This is one of our grand. 
€t mysteries. Attend to the demonftration of it, 
«< and learn bow it has been tranfmitted down to 

« ms r 

I have already faid, that had my obje& been 
only to prove the reality of a Cpnfpiracy formed 
by Hhiminifm againft the exiftence of every fo- 
ciety, every civil Code, and every nation i thefe 
lefibns of the Hierophant would render every other 
proof fuperfluous. But that the reader may know 
the foil extent of the dangers which threaten us, it 
is necefiary that he ihould be ihown how thoie 
plots of phrenzy become really transformed into 
plots of profound wickednefs j that he Ihould be 
acquainted with the means employed enthufiafti- 
caUy to inflame the minds of whole legions of 
adepts. Let us then attend to the Hierophant; 
If patience be necefiary to follow him, greater 

' (till 
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ftill has been neceffary to enable me to tranfcribe 
fuch do&rines. 

* f What ftrange blindnefs can have induced 
ct men to imagine that human nature was always 
* to be governed as it has hitherto been. 

« f Where fhall we find a man acquainted with 
** all the refources of nature? Who dare pre- 
“ fcribe limits, and lay thus far Jbalt thou proceed, 
** and no farther, to that nature, whofe law ii 
u unity in the variegated infinite ? Whence ihall 
<f iffue the command, that it fhall always run the 
** fame courfe, and for ever renew it again— 
Cf Where is the being who has condemned men, 
“ the beft, the wifeft, and the moll enlightened 
“ of men, to perpetual flavery ? Why Jhould 
** human, nature he her eft. of its moft perf eft attribute , 
“ that of governing ttfelf? Why are tbofe perfotis to 
' u be always led who are capable of condufting them - 
' “ f elves ? Is it then impoffible for mankind or at leajt 

w the greater part, to come to their majority ? If one 
t{ be enabled to do it why Ihould not another i 
«* Ihow to one perfon what you have taught an- 
<f other; teach him the grand art of mattering 
“ his palfions and regulating his defires 5 teach 
“ him, that from his earlieft youth he ftands in 
“ need of others; that he mutt abttain from 
<c giving offence if he wifhes not to be offended j 
“ that he mutt be beneficent if he wifhes tojc- 
** ceive favours. Let him be patient, indulgent, 

** wife. 
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wife, and benevolent. Let thefe virtues be made 
** eafy to him by principles, experience, and ex- 
<f amples; and you will foon fee whether he 
“ needs another to conduct him ? If it be true, 
tf that the greater part of mankind are too weak 
* f or too ignorant to conceive thefe limple truths, 
* f and to be convinced by them; Oh then our 
“ happinefs will be at an end, and let us ceafe to 
“ labour at rendering mankind better, or at feek- 
u ing to enlighten them.” 

“ Oh prejudice ! oh contradiftion of the hu- 
man mind ! lhall the empire of reafon, the ca- 
pacity of governing ourfelves, be but a chime- 
" rical dream for the greater number of men, 
€C . while on the other hand prejudice leads us to 
“ believe that fuch is the inherent right of the 
<c children of Kings, of reigning families, and of 
* c every man whom wifdom or particular circum- 
** fiances rendered independent !” 

What horrid artifice is contained in thefe fen- 
tences ! The poor profelyte really imagines that 
he fees the moft ftriking contradictions in the very 
foundations of our civil focieties. He really thinks 
that we believe them to reft on the hereditary pri- 
vilege of Kings and of their children, to be born 
with all the neceffary wifdom to conduct them- 
felves, while nature has refuted fuch gifts to other 
mortals; though Weilhaupt, who feoffs in private 
at the credulity and folly of his adepts, knows as 

well 
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well as We do, that fuch has never beeti the idea 
even of die tnoft ignorant populace. He knows 
that we believe Kings to he bom children like 
other men, with the fame weaknefles, the fame 
palTions, .and like incapacity j he knows as well as 
we do, that the gift of condu&ing ourfelves and 
others is to be acquired by education, and by 
the helps and lights with which a man may be 
encompafled j and we know as well as he does, 
that the child of the moft obfcure parentage would 
often make a better king than many. Sovereigns } 
as he might alfo be an excellent magiftrate, or a 
great general, had he received a proportionate 
education. But does there hence follow any con- 
tradiction in civil fociety, beeaufe, uncertain as to 
the perfons who would be the moft proper for 
governing, but certain of the intrigues and broils 
which Would accompany the eleAion of Kings, it 
has obviated thofe inconveniencies by hereditary 
crowns and empires ? And after all, what Is the 
meaning of that fophifticated pretence founded on 
the power of being able to conduct onefelf? 
Queftion the moft prudent and the wifeft of men, 
and he will readily fay, though I do not (land in 
need of laws, magiftrates, or Kings, to reftrain me 
from being unjuft towards others, or from oppref- 
fing and plundering, I yet want their afliftance to 
fecure me from being opprefied or plundered. 
The left I am inclined to injure others, the more 

1 need 
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1 need the protection of the law from all injury. 

You are pleafed to call my fubmiffion to the laws 
flavery ; I, on the contrary, look to it as my 
fafety, and as (he guarantee of that liberty which 
enables me to do good and to live happy and at 
peace in fociety. I have never heard of laws 
Which forbad me to live like an honed man. It 
is die wicked man only who-recognifes liberty but 
in the impunity of his crimes} I fcorn fuch li- 
berty, and blefs the hand that deprives me of it. 

You call him a tyrant and a defpot, I call him my 
King. and my benefaClor. The better I know how 
to conduft myfelf with refpeCt to others, the. more 
thankful I am to him who hinders others from be- 
having ill to me. . 

The reader moft pardon me thefe reflexions } I 
know they are fuperfluous to thofe who think 3 but 
may not this w6rk fall into the hands of perfons as 
credulous as the unhappy profelyte. In expofing 
the envenomed weapons of the SeCt, let it not be 
(aid that I withhold the antidote. Should any be 
ftill blind enough not to perceive the tendency of 
all thefe fephifms of Illumrnifra, let them hearken 
to dbe SeCt ardently declaring their hopes} the 
Hierophant continues : 

“ Are we then fallen from our dignity fo low 
v as not even to feel our chains, or to hug them, 

(r and not cherifh the flattering hope of being able 
** to break them, or to recover our liberty, not 

“by 
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“ by rebellion and violence (for the time is n6£ 

** yet come), but by the force of reafon. Be- 1 
** cauie a. thing cannot be accompliihed to-mor- 
** row, Ihould we delpair of ever being able to 
** effect it ? Abandon Jucb Jbort-Jigbted men to their 
«*. oWn reafonings and their oivn tonclufiont j they 
4t may conclude again and again j but nature will 
** continue to aft. ' Inexorable to all their interefted 
u remonftrances , Jhe proceeds , and nothing can im - 
u pede her mdjeftic courje. Some events may take 
“ place contrary to our wijbes-, but they will all rec- 
“ tify of tbemjelves j inequalities will bi levelled and 
<( a lafting calm Jhall fucceed the tempeft. The only 
** conclulion to be drawn from all thefe objeftions 
“ is, that we are too much accuftomed to the 
“ prefent ftate of things, or perhaps lelf-intereft 
** has too great fway over us, to let us own that it 
** is not impoffible to attain univerfal independence *** 
€c Let then the laughers laugh and the J e offers feoff. 
** He that obferves and compares what Nature 
<{ has done with what Ihe does at prelent, will loon * 
“ fee, that in Ipite of all our intrigues Ihe tends 
** invariably toward her objefh Her proceedings 
“ are imperceptible to him who reflefts but little j 
<f they are vifible only to the fage whofe mind’s 
“ eye penetrates even to the womb of time.— 
“ From the fummit of the mount he difeovers iii 
“ the horizon that diftant country, the very ex- 

•* iftcnce 
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•* iftcnce of which is not furmifed by the fcrvite 
w multitude of the plain.” 

The principal means which Weifhaupt offers to 
his adepts for the conqueft of this land of promife, 
this foil of independence, are, to diminilh the 
wants of the people, and to enlighten their minds. 
Hearken to his leffons, you who, heretofore pro- 
tected by your laws, peaceably exercifed an ho- 
nourable and lucrative profeflion, and you who, 
once rivals of the flourifhing commerce of Great 
Britain on the immenlity of the ocean, are now but 
the forrowful and dejeCted coafters of the Texel, 
imprudent difciples of a diforganizing SeCt. — 
Learn, that it is in the fecret hatred fworn againft 
you by the SeCt in its myfteries that you are to 
ipek the deftruCtion of Lyons, the pillage of Bour- 
deaux, the ruin of Nantes and Marfeilles, the fate, 
in Ihort, of fo many other towns flourifhing in 
commerce, even the fate of Amfterdam itfelf j and 
then let your aching eye glance on your trees of 
Equality and Liberty. At the very time when 
you thought that you were feconding the views of 
the SeCt againft the Nobles, Priefts, and Monarchs, 
only to reinftatethe people in their rights of Equa- 
lity and Liberty, the'Seft was ‘aiming its blows 
at you as the grand artificer* of Defpotifm. At 
that very period your profeffiOn was already pro- 
fcribed by the myfteries, as that which of all 
Others moft farely tended to ^retain the people 
Vot.III. . O in 
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in flavery ; the Illuminizing Jacobin was teaching 
his adepts, that “ he who wifhesto fubjeft nations 
“ to his yoke, need but to create wants which he 
“ alone can fatisfy.— Ereft the 'mercantile tribi 
" (die kaufmanfchaft) into an hierarchical body; 
ct that is to fay, confer on it fome rank or fome 
“ authority in the government, and you will have 
" created perhaps the moft formidable, the 
“ moft dejpotic of all powers. You will fee it 
** giving laws. to the univerfe, and on it alone will 
** reft the independence of one part of > the world 
tc and the flavery of the other. For that man 
“ dictates the law who has it in his power to' 
“ create or forefee, to ftifle, weaken, or fatisfjr 
want. And who are better enabled to do this 
“ than merchants?” Thus we fee that thofe very 
men who were fuch ardent fupporters of Jacobi- 
nifm in our commercial towns, with a view to- 
partake of the government, are precifely tKofe 
whofe profeflion the profound Jacobin chiefly de- 
tefts in every form of government. May the elu- 
cidation of this myftery infpire the. induftrious in- 
habitants of hofpitable Britain with new zeal for 
their laws ! The difcovery of fuch a fnare is of too 
great importance, to their fafety, to allow me to 
conceal it from them. > . 

In the next place the Hierophant proceeds from 
the art of diminilhing wants in order to operate 
the , independence of .nations, to the duty of difiu- 

fing 
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ling what he calls light. “ He on the contrary 
(thole are his words) “ who wilhes to render 
“ mankind free, teaches them how to refrain from 
«* the acquifition of things which they cannot 
<f afford: he enlightens them, he infufes into them 
€t boldnels and inflexible manners. He that 
<f teaches them fobriety, temperance, and ceco- 
“ nomy, is more dangerous to the throne than the 
“ man who openly preaches regicide. — If you can- 
" not diffufe at the fame inftant this degree of 
** light among all men, at leaft begin by en- 
lightening yourfelf, and by rendering yourfelf 
ct better. Serve, ajjift , and mutually fupport each 
“ other ; augment our numbers : render yourfelves at 
leaft independent, and leave to time and pofterity 
n . the care of doing the reft. When your numbers 
** lhall be augmented to a certain degree, when 
tc you lhall have, acquired ftrength by your union, 

“ bejitate no longer, but begin to render yourfelf 
“ powerful and formidable to the wicked (that is 
“ to fay, to all who will refill their plans) ; the 
ct very circumftance of your being fufflciently nu- 
“ merous to talk of force, and that you really do 
<e talk of it, that circumftance alone makes the 
« prophane and wicked tremble — That they may 
« not be overpowered by numbers, many will 
4t become good (like you) of therpfelves, and will 
■ join your party. — Tou will foon acquire fujjrcient 

*' force to bind the hands of your opponents , to fubju - 

O 2 “ gate 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


* c gatrtbem , and to Jiifle wickednefs in the embryo” 
That is to fay, as it may be underftood in future, 
you will foon be able to ftifle every principle of 
law, of government, of civil or political iociety, 
whofe very inftitution in the eyes of an llluminee 
is the germ of all the vices and misfortunes of 
human nature. “ The mode of difiuling univer- 
“ lal light is, not to proclaim it at once to die 
<r whole world, but to begin with yourfelf ; then 
“ turn toward your next neighbour j you two can 
“ enlighten a third and fourth ; let thefe in the fame 
“ manner extend and multiply the number of the cbiU 
c< dren of light , until numbers and force fhall throw 
“ power into our bands *.” 

I obferve in the ritual of this degree, that fhoiuld 
the Hierophant be fatigued by the length of th» 
difeourfe, he may take breath, and let one of the 
adepts continue the inftruftion of the profelyte f. 
Our readers alfo may avail themfelves of this per- 
miflion, and they have copious matter for reflec- 
tion in what they have hitherto read. They may 
perhaps be inclined to afk, to what degree the 

* Sec Difeourfe on the leffer Myfteries of Illuminifm. 

f This Difeourfe aftually requires at leaft two hoars to 
read it. That part from which I have made extra&s extends 
in Vol. II, of the Original Writings , from Page 44 to 93, and 
in the loft works of Philo and Spartacus , (which are in much 
fmaller print) from Page 10 to 48, . I mean to abridge tie 
remaining part Hill more ; but fhall be fcrupuloufly exad 
the tranflation of all remarkable pafiages, 

$ people 
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people mull: diminifh their wants not to Hand 
in need of laws ? They will perceive that bread 
itlelf mult be denied them ; for as long as fields 
are cultivated, laws will beneceflary to proteft the 
crops, and to reftrain men from reaping that which 
they have not fown j and if on the firft view the 
Sophifm appears wicked, the reader will foon per- 
ceive that it is but folly in the garb of Sophiftry. 

The better to form their judgments on the 
leilons of the Hierophant, they will have to com- 
pare that Revolution, which is to be the effeSt of in - 
firuttim alone t and which is infenftbly to take place 
without the leaft fhock or rebelliony with that period 
when the adepts fhall have acquired numbers t force, 
and power, enabling them /a bind the bands of their 
opponents y and to fubjugate all who may ftill fhow 
any affedtion for their laws, or for that civil order 
in fociety which the Sedt wifhes to fupprefs. 


O 3 
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CHAP. X. 


Continuation of the Difcourfe on the lejfer Myfteries . 

In that part of the difcourfe which remains to 
be laid before the reader, the Hierophant, infilling 
on the neceffity of enlightening the people to ope- 
rate the grand revolution, feems to fear that the 
Candidate has not clearly conceived the real plan 
of this revolution, which is in future to be the 
foie object of all his inftru<5tions. “ Let your 
“ inftruftions and lights be univerfally diffufed; 
<f fo lhall you render mutual fecurity univerfal j 
“ and fecurity and inftruftion will enable us to live 
“ without prince or government . If that were 
“ not the cafe, why lhould we go in.queft of 
“ either * ?” 

Here then the Candidate is clearly informed of 
the grand object toward which he is to direct 
all his future inftru&ions. To teach the people to 
live without princes or governmentSy without laws 
or even civil fociety, is to be the general ten- 
dency of all his lelTons. But of what nature muft 

* Und allgemeine aufklarung und ficherheit machen 
fdrften und ftaaten entbehrlich* Oder wo zu braucht man 
fie fodann ? 


theft 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


*99 


theft leflons be to attain the defired object ? — 
They are to treat of morality , and of morality alone . 
“ For (continues the Hierophant) if light be the 
“ work of morality, light and fecurity will gain 
** ftrength as morality expands itfelf. Nor is true 
** morality any other than the art of teaching men 
“ to Jhake off their wardfhipy to attain the age of 
** manhood , and thus to need neither princes nor go - 
** vemments*.” 

\ 

' When we fliall fee the Seft enthufiaftically pro* 
flouncing the word morality , let us recolledt the 
definition which it has juft given us of it. Without 
it, we could not have underftood the real fenfe of 
'the terms honeft men , virtue , good or wicked men. 
We fee that, according to this definition, the honeft 
man is he who labours at the overthrow of civil 
fociety, its laws, and its chiefs : for thefe are the 
-only crimes or virtues mentioned in the whole 
'Code. Pre-ftippofing that the Candidate may ob- 
^jeft that it would be impoftible to bring mankind 
to adopt fuch doctrines, the Hierophant anticipates 
"the objection, and exclaims, (t He is little ac- 
“ quainted with the powers of reafon and the 
“ attra&ions of virtue} he is a very novice in the 
• " regions of light, who (hall harbour fuch mean 
•“ ideas as to his own effence, or the nature of 

* Die moral ift alfo die kunft welqhe menfchen lehxt yoll- 
jahrig zu werden, der vojrmufldfchaft los zu werden, in ihr 
mannliches alter zu tretten, and die furlten zu entbehren. 

*04 “ man- 
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“ mankind. . . . If either he or I can attain this 
“ point, why fhould not another attain it alio ? 
** What! when m,en can be led to ddptfe the 
** horrors of death, when they may . be inflamed 
“ with the enthufiafm of religious and political 
** follies, lhall they be deaf to that very do&tine 
“ which can alone lead them to happinels ? v JVij 
“ no ; pian is not Jo wicked as an arbitrary morality 
“ would make him appear. He is wicked, becauft 
** Religion, the State, and bad example, perverts 
** him. It would be of advantage to thole who 
<{ wifh to make him better, were there fewer 
** perfons whofe intereft it is to render him wicked 
** in order that they may fupport their power by 
“ his wickednefs.” 

“ Let us form a more liberal opinion of humaa 
<c nature. We will labour indefatigably, nor lhaU 
“ difficulties affright us. May our principles be^ 
“ come the foundation of all morals ! Let reajbn 
“ at length be the religion of men t and the problem 
“ is Jolved 

This preffing exhortadon will enable the reader 
to folve the problem of the altars , the worjbip, and 
the fejlivals of Reafon, in the French Revolution j 
nor will they be any longer at a lofs to know from 
what loathfome den their ihamelefs Goddcfs role. 

• Und enlich macht die vernunft zur religion der menf- 
chen, fo ill die aufgabe auigeloist. 

« The 
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The ..-candidate aHb obtains die folution Of* aH n 
fhac may have appeared to him problematic in 
dio tidurfe of his former trials. “ Since £uch 
**■ ia idle force of morality and of morality alone 
(fays the Hierophant), fince it alone can operate 
“ the grand revolution which is to reftore liberty 
** to mankind, and aboliih the empire of im- 
“ poftiire, fuperftkion, and defpotifm ; you muft 
" now perceive why on their firft entrance into 
our 0.nder we oblige our pupils to apply 
** dolely to the ftudy of morality, to the know- 
* ledge of themfelVes and of others. You muft 
** fee plainly, that if we permit each Novice to 
■** introduce his friend, it is in order to form » 

“ legion that may more juftly be called holy and 
M invincible than that of the ’Thebans ; fince the 
■“ battles of the friend fighting by the fide of 
u his friend are thofe which are to reinftate 
*' human nature in its rights, its liberty, and 
w its primitive independence.” 

<c The morality which is to perform this mi- 
v racle is not a morality of vain fubdeties. It. is 
“ not that morality which, degrading man, ren- 
** ders him carelefs of the goods of this world, 
forbids him the enjoyment of the innocent 
** pleafures of life, and inipires him with the 
“ hatred of his neighbour. It mult not be a 
“ morality favouring the intends only of hs 
(< teachers, which prefcribes perfecution and in- 

“ toleration,. 
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* toleration, which militates againft reafon, which 
H forbids the prudent ufe of the paffiora ; whofe 
** virtues are no other than ina&ion, idknds, 
«* and the heaping of riches on the flothfuk— * 
Above all , it mufi not be that morality, which, 
ft adding to the miferies of the miferable , ' throw 
“ them into a ft ate of pufillanimity and defpahr', by 
“ the threats of hell and the fear of devils .” .. 

* c It mult, on the contrary, be that morality fo 
“ much difregarded and defaced at the prefent 
“ day by felfifhnels, and replete with heteroge* 
“ neous principles. It mult be a divine do&rine, 
“ fuch as Jefus taught to his difciples, and of 
«* tyhich he gave the real interpretation in his 
“ fecret conferences.” 

This fudden tranfition naturally leads Weilhaupt 
to the developement of a myftery of iniquity for 
which we have long fince feen him preparing 
his Major Illuminees , and particularly the Scotch 
Knights of illuminization. The better to under- 
v ftand this myftery, let us recall to mind how the 
Infinuators or the teachers began by folemnly af- 
furing their different Candidates, Novices, or Mi- 
nerval Academicians, that in all the Lodges of 
Illuminifm there never arifes a queftion in the 
' leaft degree prejudicial to religion or the ftate. 
All thefe promifes have been gradually loft fight 
ofi and the profelyte has had time to accuftom 
his ears to declamations againft the priefthood and 

royalty. 
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royalty. It has already been infinuated, that the 
Chriftiamty of our times is very different from 
that, taught by Jefus Chrift; the time, was not 
arrived for numbering Chrift himfelf among the 
impoftors } his name, his virtues, might ftift be 
venerated by certain adepts. Some there were, 
perhaps, who would be lhocked at bare-faced 
Atheifm ; and it is on their account that Weifhaupt 
has thus treated of Chrift. In the preceding de- 
gree he had contented himfelf with hinting, that 
the do&rines of, this divine teacher had been per- 
verted } nor had he declared what fpecies of poli- 
tical revolution was (as he pretended) pointed out 
in the Gofpel. But here the execrable Sophifter 
apoftrophizes the God of the Chriftians in lan- 
guage fimilar to that in which we have fince feen 
the too famous Fauchet declaiming in the revo- 
lutionary pulpit. It is here that Weifhaupt declares 
Jefus Chrift to*be the Father of the Jacobins, or 
rather (to fpeak the revolutionary language) the 
great Doctor of the Sans-culottes. But, to enable 
us the better to judge of the cunning and pre- 
meditated villainy of this deteftable artifice, let 
us firft attend to the correlpondence of the adept 
who, under Weifhaupt, is charged with the com- 
piling of the Code. Knigge, like the monftrous 
prototype of Illuminifm> fubdivides the adepts 
into thofe who feoff at and deteft revelation, and 
thofe who ftand in need of a revealed religion to 

fix 



THZ ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY 

fix their ideas. It is to explain this that Knigge 
writes the Following letter to Zwack : 

“ To unite thefe two dalles of men, to make 
“ them concur and co-operate toward our pbjedt, 

“ it was neceflary to reprefcnt Chriftianity in fuch 
** a light as to recall the fuperftirious to reafon, 

** and to teach our more enlightened fages not tQ 
“ rejedt it on account of its abufe. This lhould 
** have been the fecret of Mafonry, and have 
“ led us to our objedt. Meanwhile delpotifn) 

“ ftrengthens daily, though liberty univerially 
“ keeps pace with it. It was neceflary then tq 
“ unite the extremes. We therefore afiert here, 

“ that Chrift did not eftablilh a new religion, 

<c but that his intention was limply to reinftatc 
“ natural religion in its rights; that by giving 
“ a general bond , of union to the world, by dif- 
“ fuflng the light and wifdom of his morality, 
cc and by dilfipating prejudices, bis intention was, 

“ to teach us the means of governing ourfelves , an4 
<c to re-eftablijh, without the violent means of revo- 
“ lutions, the reign of Equality and Liberty among 
“ men. This was eafily done by quoting certain 
“ texts from Scripture, and by giving expla- 
,f nations of them, true or falfe is of little confer 
u quence , provided each one finds a fenlc in thefe 
“ dodtrines of Chrift confonant with his reafon. 

“ We add, that this religion, fo Ample in itfelfi 
* c was afterwards defaced ; but that, by means of - 
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** inviolable fecrefy, it has been tranfmitted in 
** purity to us through Freemafonry.” 

** Spartacus (Weifhaupt) had collected many 
et materials for this, and 1 added my difcoveries 
4f in the inftru&ions for thefc two degrees. Our 
“ people, therefore, being convinced that we 
“ alone are poflefled of the real fccrcts of Chrif- 
n tianity, we have but to add a few words againft 
“ the Clergy and Princes. . In the laft myfteries 
** we have to unfold to our adepts this fiorus 
K fraud , and then by writings demonftrate the 
“ origin of all religious impofitions, and their mu- 
“ tual connexion with each other 

If the reader be not too much difgufted with 
this pious fraudy but can (till attend to the decla- 
mations of the Hierophant, let us once more enter 
that den of demons wherein prefides the triple 
genius of impiety, hypocrify, and anarchy. 

The Hierophant is about to fay, “ that their 
“ grand and ever- celebrated matter, Jefus of Na- 
“ zareth, appeared in an age when corruption 
« was univerfal ; in the midft of a people who 
** from time immemorial had been fubjefted to, 
***and fcvercly felt the yoke of flavcry f» and 

“ who 

• Orig.Writ. Vol. II. Letter from Philo to Cato, Page 104, 
and following. 

f Here is another example of the manner in whkh biftory 
is fidfified— ' The Jews were enllaved from time immemorial ! 

— Does 



ao6 


the Antisocial conspiracy. 


** who eagerly expedted their deliverer announced 
“ by the Prophets. Jefus appeared and taught 
“ the dodtrine of reafon ; to give greater efficacy 
“ to thefe dodtrines, he formed them into a re- 
“ ligion, and adopted the received traditions of 
<c the Jews. He prudently grafted his new fchool 
“ on their religion and their cuftoms, which he 
* c made the vehicle of the efience and fecrets of his 
** new dodtrines. He did not feledt fages for his 
new difciples, but ignorant men chofen from the 
<f loweft clafs of the people, to Ihow that his doc- 
tc trine was made for all, and fuitable to every one’s 
“ underftanding ; to fhow too, that the knowledge 
** of the grand truths of reafon was not a pri- 
** vilege peculiar to the great. He does not teach 
** the Jews alone, but all mankind, the means of 
<c acquiring their liberty, by the obfervation of his 
“ precepts. He fupported his dodtrines by an in- 
** nocent life, and fealed them with his blood.” 

—Does this nation then make its whole hiftory confiH in the 
years of its captivity ? Had it forgot its liberty and its tri- 
umphs under Jolhua, David, Solomon, and its other Kings i 
Was it juft emerged from its captivity when it fell under the 
dominion of the Romans, a dominion under which it remained 
at the time of Chrift’s birth ? The adepjt has heard talk of 
the captivity of the Jews, of thofe periods when Almighty 
God, as a punilhment for their crimes, delivered them over 
to their enemies ; and he inconfiderately concludes, that their 
whole hiftory is but one continued feene of bondage. 


« His 
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** His precepts for the falvarion of the world 
f< are, (imply, the love of God and the love of 
“ our neighbour ; he afles no more. . . . Nobody 
** ever . reduced and- confolidated the bonds of 
** human fociety within their real limits as he did 
“ — —No one was ever more intelligible to his 
v hearers, or more prudently covered the fublime 
“ fignification of his doctrine. No cne, indeed, ever 
“ laid a furer foundation for liberty than our grand 
<( wafer, Jefus of Nazareth. It is true, that on all 
“ occafions (in ganzen ) he carefully concealed 
" the fublime meaning and natural confequcnces 
“ of his dodtrines ; for he bad a fecret doRrine , 
* c as is evident from more than one pafiage in the 
« Gofpel.” 

It was during the time that he was writing this 
hypocritical hiftory of the Mefliah, thatWeifhaupt 
was turning the credulous profelyte into ridicule 
as to the other adepts, he well knew that they 
anticipated fuch explanations, or at lead would be 
delighted with them. Hence that impudence with 
which he falfifies the Scriptures. To prove the 
existence of this fecret fchool, the dodtrines of 
which are referved for the initiated alone, he 
cites thefe words of Chrifl: “To you is given 
“ to know the myftery of the kingdom of God ; 
“ but to them that are without, all things are 
f* done in parables*.” But he carefully avoids 
.. • St-Mark, Ch.iv. V. u. , 
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mentioning the order which Chrift gives to his 
diiciples, “ That which I tell you in the dark, 
** (peak ye in the light j and that which you hear 
** in the ear, preach ye upon the houfe-tops 
Weilhaupt then proceeds to thefe words : ** And 
“ their princes have power over them — but it 
** is not lb among you j but whofbever will be 
** greater lhall be your minifter j-.” This pre- 
cept, as well as all thofe on Chriftian humility, 
he transforms into principles of dilbrganizmg 
equally inimical to all conftituted authorities. — 
With equal eafe he avoids all thofe lelTons lo 
often repeated both by Chrift and his Apoftles, 
On the obligation of rendering to Caefar what is 
Caefar’s, of paying tribute, and of recogniling 
the authority of God himfelf in that of the law 
and of the magiftrates. If Chrift has preached the 
love of our neighbour, or fraternal love, his words 
are immediately perverted by Weijhaupt into a love 
of his Equality. If Chrift exhorts his difciples 
to edntemn riches, the impoftor pretends it is to 
prepare the world for that community of riches which 
deftroys all property. In fine, the concluliona 
drawn frorrt thefe impious and deriding expla- 
nations, and from many others of a fimilar nature, 
are contained in the following words : 

■ “ If therefore the objeB of the lecret of JefuSi 
** which lias been preferved by the inftitutiert of 

• St Matthew, dh.x'.y. 27.* f St. Matk^Ch.x.V«4*» 43* 

«* the 
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rt the myfteries, and clearly demonitrated both 
u by the conduct and the difcourfes of this divine 
matter, was to reinftate mankind in their original 
k * Equality and Liberty , and to prepare the means 
tf how many things immediately appear clear 
" and natural, which hitherto feemed to be con- 
<f tradiftory and unintelligible ! “This explains in 
n what feffe Chrift was the fatoiour and tbe liberator 
“ of the world. Now the doftrine of original fin, 
u of tbe fall of many and of his regeneration , can 
“ be underflood. The ftate of pure nature, of fallen 
4 * or corrupt nature , and the ftate of grace , will rto 
“ longer be a problem. Mankind ', in quitting their 
“ ftate of original liberty „ fell from the ftate <f 
ft nature and loft their dignity. In their civil fociety, 
“ under their governments , they no longer live in the 
° ftate of pure nature, but in that of fallen and 
” corrupt nature. If tbe moderating of their paftions 

and the diminution of their wants , reinftate them 
* f in their primitive dignity , that will really conftitute 
“ their redemption and their ftate of grace. It is to 
X( this point that morality, and the moft perfect if 
** all morality, that of Jefus, leads mankind. When 
“ at length this doStrine ft) all be generalized through- 
** out the world , , the reign of the good and of the eleSt 
xt ft all be eftabUJhedK” 

This 

• Orig. Writ. Part II. P. 106, 7.— The laft Works of Spar- 
tacns, P. 58.— The author has tranfcribed the whole of what 
'Y6L.ni. p * 
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This language is furely not enigmatical. Tht 
profelyte, once matter of the myfteries it con- 
tains, needs only to be informed, how the great 
'revolution, which they foretell, became the objeft 
of fecret focieties, and what advantages accrue 
to thefe focieties from the fecrefy in which they 
exift. 

The Hierophant then, ‘for the inttru&ion of the 
profelyte, goes back to the origin of Mafonry j 
he declares it to be the original fchool and depo- 
sitory of the true doftrine. He takes a view of 
its hieroglyphics, and fhapes them tohisfyftem. 
The rough Jione of Mafonry becomes the fymbol 
of the primitive fate of man, favage but free.— 
The Jione fplit or broken is the ftate of fallen nature* 
of mankind, in civil Jociety , no longer united in one 
family , but divided according to their Jlates , govern- 
ments, or religions . The polijhed fione reprefents man- 
kind reinfated in its primitive dignity , in its inde- 
pendence. Yet Mafonry has not only loft thefe 
explanations ■, but the illuminizing orator goes fo 
far as to fay, ** The Freemafans , like Priefs and 
(e chiefs of nations , have banijhed reafon from the 
ct earth. They have inundated the world with tyrants t 

is printed in Italics in German, left his tranflation of this ex* 
traordinary paflage fhould be fufpedled of being exaggerated. 
As he perfedUy underftands the German language, and is a 
man of undoubted veracity, I have omitted it, but in fo doing 
think it my duty to mention it. T rani. 

6 <f *»- 
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** impoftors, JpeElres, corpfcs, and men like to wild 
4t beafts 

Should any reader be furprifed at feeing the 
Hierophant give this account of Mafonry, let him 
reflect on the hatred which Weilhaupt had fworn 
againft every fchool where the name of any deity 
was preferved. The "Jehovah or the Grand Archi- 
tect of Mafonry, the two-fold God of the Rofycru- 
fian magicians, ftill render the occult lodges a 
fchool of fome fort of Theofophy. But how re- 
ferved foever the Hierophant may be with regard 
to Atheifm, the profelyte muft, neverthelefs, fore- 
fee, , that Ihould he be admitted to one degree 
higher, neither the Grand Architect nor the two-fold 
God will meet a better fate than the God of the 
Chriftians. And therefore it is that Wcifhaiipt de- 
claims againft thofe /pints, apparitions, and all the 
fuperJHtions of'Freemafonry; hence the theofophic 
Mafons are involved in. the general jnaledi&ion 
pronounced againft the priefthood and the throne. 

lit can be eafily conceived, that Weilhaupt muft 
reprelent true Mafonry, or the pretended real 
Chriftianity, as folely extant in Illuminifm. But 
the Hierophant enjoins the profelyte hot to think 
that this is the only advantage which the Order and 
the whole univerfe draw from this myftericus ajfo el- 
ation, 

.Here let magiftrates, the chiefs of nations, 
every man who ftill retains any regard for the 
• P 2 fupport 
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fupport of laws and empires, and of civil focietyv 
let them, I fay, read, and meditate on thefe 
other advantages. The leiTon is of the utmoft 

importance Whoever you are; all honeft 

citizens, whether Mafons , Rofycrufians , Mopfes , 
Hewers of Wood , Knights all you who thirft after 
the myfterics of the lodges, Ceafe to accufe me 
of conjuring up chimerical dangers. I am not 
the man who fpeaks : it is he who of all others 
' has been the beft acquainted with your affociation,' 
and has known what advantages could be drawn 
from them by able and patient confpirators.— 
Read j and tell us which is the moft impreffive 
on your mind, the pleafurcs you may find in yoilr 
lodges, or the dangers of your country. Read; 
and if the name of citizen be Hill dear to you, 

■ refleft whether yours lhould remain inferibed on 
the regifters of a fecret fbciety. You were ig- 
norant of the dangers ; the moft monftrous of 
confpirators will lay them open to you, and 
he will call them advantages. He literally fays, 
“ Though thele myfterious Afiociations lhould 
tc not attain our objeCt, they prepare the way 
“ for us ; they give a new intereft to the caufe ; 
“ they prefent it under points of view hitherto 
“ unobferved ; they ftimulate the inventive powers 
tf and the expectations of mankind ; they render 
« men more indifferent as to the inter efts of govern - 
<f meets j they bring men of divers nations and 

“ religions 
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w religions within the fame bond of union ; they 
** deprive the church and ft ate of their ableft and 
*■* moft laborious members', they bring men together 
“ who would never otherwife have known or met 
“ each other. By this method alone they undermine 
“ the foundation of ftates, though they bad really no 
" fucb project in view. They throw them together 
ft and make them clafh one againft the other. They 
* ( teach mankind the power and force of union 5 
ft they point out to them the imperfection of 
“ their political conftitutions, and that without ex- 
" pofing them to the fufpicions of their enemies, 
** fuch as magiftrates and public governments.. 
“ They mafk our progrefs , and procure us the 
(< facility of incorporating in our plans and of ad- 
u mitting into our Order, after the proper trials , 
“ the moft able men, wbofe patience, long abufed, 
u tbirfts after the grand ultimatum. By this 
t( means they weaken the enemy •, and though 
“ they fhould never triumph over him, they will 
" at leaft diminifh the numbers and the zeal of 
“ his partizans ; they divide his troops to cover 
“ the attack. In proportion as thefe new affo- 
“ ciations or fecret focieties, formed in different 
“ ftates, fhall acquire ftrength and prudence at 
the expence of . the former ones (that is to fay, 
<l of civil fociety), the latter muft weaken, and 
* f inf enfibly fall.” 


“ Beffde, 



THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


214 


“ Befide, our Society originates, and muft 
<c naturally and effentially deduce its origin from' 
“ thofe very governments whofe vices have ren- 
“ dered Our union neceflary. We have no objeft 
** but that better order of things for which we- 
“ inccflantly labour; all the efforts , therefore , of 
“ Princes to flop our progrefs will be fruitlefsi 
“ the fpark may long remain bidden in the afhes , 
“ but the day muft come in which fhall burft forth 
“ the general flame. For nature naufeates always 
“ to run the fame courfe. The heavier the yoke 
** of oppreflion weighs on man, the more fedu- 
<c loufly will he labour to throw it off; and the 
tc liberty he feeks fhall expand itfelf. The feed 
u is fown whence fhall fpring a new world ; the 
(t roots extend themfelves : they have acquired too 
“ much ftrength, they have been too mduftrioufiy 
“ propagated, for the day of harveft to fail «f.~ 
<f Perhaps it may be neceflary to wait thoufands 
<c and thoufands of years; but fooner or later 
" nature (hall confummate its grand work, and flie 
“ fhall reftore that dignity to man for which be was 
<f defined from the beginning 

Reader, you have heard them. Thefe confpi- 
rators have faid more than I fhould have dared 
to hint at on the nature and danger of thefe 
affociations. It would be ufelefs for me to reft 
longer on this point. I fhall end with fhowing by 

what 
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what artifices the Hierophant endeavours to tran- 
quilize the confciences of thofe adepts who may 
have been ftartled at thefe predi&ions. Not- 
withftanding all that he has faid of thofe times 
when Illuminifm (hall find means of binding bands ; 
and fubjugating j notwithdanding all' that averfion 
againft governments which he feeks to infufe into 
the adepts, he concludes in a hypocritical (train 
peculiar to wickednefs. K We are here at once 
« f the obfervers and the indruments of nature. — • 
<f We do not wifli to precipitate her fteps. To 
“ enlighten men, to correct their morals, to 
“ infpire them with benevolence, fuch are our 
(t means. Secure of fuccefs, we abdain from vio- 
“ lent commotions. To have forefeen the hap- 
“ pine(s of pofterity, and to have prepared ic by 
<c irreproachable means, fuffices for our felicity; 
** The tranquility of our confciences is not trou- 
« f bled by the reproach of aiming at tig ruin or 
“ overthrow of dates and thrones. Such an’ac- 
“ cufadon could with no more propriety be pre- 
* c ferred againd us, than it might againd the 
“ datefmen who had forefeen and foretold the 
“ impending and inevitable ruin of the date. — 
“ As affiduous obfervers of Nature, we admire 
“ her majedic courfe ■, and, burning with the 
“ noble pride of our origin, we felicitate qur- 
“ felves on being the children of men and of 
« God.” 
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“ But carefully obfcrve and remember, that 
%t we do not impofe our opinions; we do not 
• *f oblige you to adopt our dodrines. Let die 
“ truth you can acknowledge be your only 
“ guide. Free man, exercife here thy primitive 
c< right ; feek, doubt, examine ; do you know 
“ of, or. can you find elfewhere, any thing that 
“ is better?— Make us acquainted with your 
“ views, as we have expofed ours to you. We 
do not blulh at the limits of our under- 
" (landings ; we know that we are but men : 
(t we know that fuch are the difpofitions of 
<c nature, fuch the lot of man, that he is not to 
“ exped to attain perfedion at his outfet; he 
“ can attain it but by degrees. It is by gaining 
“ experience from our errors, by profiting of 
** the lights acquired by our forefathers, that we 
** (hall become, at once the children of wifdom, 
<f and the parents of a dill wifer progeny. If, 
<{ therefore, you think that you have found truth 
“ in the whole of our dodrine, adopt the whole. 

Should you perceive any error to have (lolen 
“ in with it, remember that truth is not the left 
** eftimable on that account. If you have met 
“ with nothing that pleafes you here, rejed the 
whole without (ear; and remember, that in 
' *« many things, at lead, we only need further 
“ refearch or a new invedigation. Do you ob- 
“ ferve any thing blameable or laudable, (ee 

“ aqtj 
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« and make choice of what you approve. Should 
w you be more enlightened yourfelf, then your 
** eye may have difeovered truths which are ftiU 
c ‘ denied to us. The more art we employ in 
“ the inftrudtion of our pupils to lead, them _ 
to the paths of wifdom, the lefs you will be 
ct inclined to refufe us a portion of your ap- 
“ plaufe.” 

Thus ends the difeourfe of the Hierophant.— 
The profelyte who has heard it without fliudder- 
ing, may flatter himfelf with being worthy of 
this priefthood. But before he is facrilegioufly 
anointed, he is led back to the porch, where 
Jie is inverted with a white tunic. He wears a 
broad filken fcarlet belt; the fleeve is tied at 
the extremity and middle with bandages of the 
lame colour, which make it bulge out *. 'I am 
particular in the defeription of this drefs, becaufe 
it was in a fimilar one that, during the French 
revolution, a comedian appeared perfonally at- 
tacking Almighty God, faying, “ No! thou doft 
“ not exift. If thou haft power over the thunder 
ft bolts, grafp them ; aim them at the man who 
ft dares let thee at defiance in the face of thy 
altars. But no, 1 blafpheme thee, and I ftill 
** live. No, thou doft not exift.” In the fame 
coftume, and to prepare him for the fame blaf- 

* Laft Works of Philo and Spartacus; at the end of the 
J)ifcourfe. 

phemies. 


ai7 
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phcmics, the Epopt is recalled into the temple 
of myftcries. He is met by one of the Brethren* 
who does not permit him to advance till he has 
told him, “ that he is lent to enquire whether he 
“ (the profelyte) has perfectly underftood the dif- 
“ courfe which has been read to him — whether 
“ he has any doubts concerning the do&rines 
tc which are contained in it — whether his heart is 
“ penetrated with the fan&ity of the principles 
“ of the Order — whether he is fenfible of the 
** call, feels the ftrength of mind, the fervent 
<c will, and all the difintereftednefs requifite to 
“ labour at the grand undertaking — whether he 
** is ready to make a facrifice of his will, and to 
“ fufFer himfelf to be led by the moft excellent 
“ Superiors of the Order.” ' 

I will fpare the reader the difgufting impiety 
of the ceremonial which immediately follows.— • 
The rites of the preceding degree were in derifion 
of the Laft Supper j thefe are an atrocious mi- 
micry of the facerdotal ordination. A curtain is 
drawn, and an altar appears with a crucifix upon 
it. On the altar alfo is a Bible and the ritual of 
the Order lies on a reading delk ; on the fide a 
cfnfer, and a phial full of oil. The Dean afts 
the part of a Bilhop, and he is furrounded with 
acolytes. He prays over the profelyte, blefies 
him, cuts hair from the top of his head, clothes 
him in the veftments of the priefthood, and pro- 
nounces 


II 
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flounces prayers after the falhion of the Sett. On 
prefenting the cap he fays, “ Cover thyjelf with 
“ this cap t it is more valuable than the crown of 
“ kings." The very expreffions of the Jacobin 
■with his red cap. The communion confifts in 
honey and milk, which the Dean gives to the pro- 
felyte, faying, “ This is what Nature gives to 
“ .man. Refledt how happy he would ftill have 
“ been, if the defire of fuperfluities had not, by 
“ depriving him of a tafte for fuch fimple food, 

“ multiplied his wants, and poifoned the balm 
«* of life.” 

All the preceding part of this degree fufficiently 
explains the real meaning of thefe words. The 
ceremonies are terminated with delivering to the 
Epopt that part of the code which relates to his 
new degree. I (hall relate all that ib necefiary for 
the reader to be informed, of, when, after having 
treated of the degree of Regent, and of the Grand 
Myfteries, 1 fliall come to inveftigate the govern- 
ment of the Order. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Eighth Part of the Code of Illuminees—'Tbe Regent, 
or the Prince Illuminee. 

Sred! “'When one of our Epopts has fufficiendy 
t( diftinguilhed himfelf to bear a part in the poli- 
K tical government of our Order ; that is to lay, 
tf when he unites prudence with the liberty tf- 
<c thinking and of ailing j when he knows how to 
“ temper boldnefs with precaution, refolution 
4t with complaifance j fubtlety with good nature i 
" loyalty with fimplicity j fingularity with me- 
(t thod j tranfcendancy of wit with gravity and 
“ dignity of manners •, when he has learned op- 
u portunely to fpeak or to be filent, how to obey 
•*? or to command ; when he ihall have gained the 
“ efteem and affection of his fellow-citizens* 
“ though feared by them at the fame lime } when 
«* his heart Ihall be entirely devoted to the in* 

' tf terefts of our Order, and the common welfare 
« of the univerfe ihall be uppermoft in his 
« mind j — then, and then only, let the Superior 
« of the province propofe him to the National 
* c lnfpedor as worthy of being admitted to th^ . 
ct degree of Regent 

Such 
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Such are the qualities required by the Seft 
for the admiffion of its adepts to the degree 
which in the Code is fometimes termed Regent^ 
at others the Prince Illuminee. Such are the very 
words to be found in the preamble of the rules 
of this degree. ' 

M Three things of the utmoft confequence (fays 
“ the Code) are to be obferved. In the firft 
" place, the greateft refcrve is necefTary with 
** refpeft to this degree. Secondly, thofe who 
“ are admitted into it muit be as much as poffible 
" free men , and independent of all Princes: they 
«* muft indeed have clearly manifefted their hatred 
“ for the general conJHtuticn or the actual ftate of > 

«* mankind j have fhown how ardently they wifh 
«* for a change in the government of the world ; 

“ and how much the hints thrown out in the 
“ degree of Prieft has inflamed their wi(hes for 
ct a better order of things.” 

If all thefe requifites are to be found in the ? recau ’ . 

1 tions and 

Candidate, then let the National Infpedtor once pielimi- 
xnore examine, in his records, every thing re- 
lative to the conduct' and chara&er of the new 
adept, let him inlpeft the divers queftions which 
have been put to him, and difoover where he 
has fhown his ftrong or his weak fide. According 
to the refult of this examination, let the Inlpedtor 
propofc, fome new queftions on thofe articles 
on which the Candidate may have fhown the 

greateft 
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great eft referve. For example, fome of the 
following * : 

** I. Would you think a fociety objeffionable, 

“ which fhould (till nature fhall have ripened 
“ its grand revolutions) place itfelf in a fitu- 
u ation, that would deprive Monarchs of , 
“ the power of doing harm, though they (hould 
** wifh it; a fociety whole invifible means 
** fhould prevent all governments from abufing 
** their power ? Would it be impoflible, through 
“ the influence of fuch a fociety, to form a 
“ new (late in each ftate, flatus in ftatu ; ** 
that is to fay, would it be impoflible to fubjeft 
the rulers of every ftate to this IUuminizing 
Society, and to convert them into mere tools 
of the Order even in the government of their 
own dominions ? 

“ II. Were it to> be obje&ed, that fuch a fo-» 

“ ciety might abufe its power, would not the 
“ following confederations do away fuch an ob- 
“ jedlion ? — Do not our prefent rulers daily 
“ abufe their power ? And arc not the people 
“ fllent, notwithftanding fuch an abufe ? Is this 
“ power as fecure from abufe in the hands of 
“ Princes, as it would be in thofe of our 
“ adepts whom we train up with fo much care? 


• Inftruftions for conferring the degree of Regent^ No*, 

i, t, 3. Laft works of Philo and Spartacu* 


" If 
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“If then any government could be harmlefs, 
t{ would it not be our’s, which would be en- 
“ tirely founded on morality, forefight, wifdom, 
f* liberty, and virtue ? ” 

“ III. Though 'this univerfal government, 
-** founded on morality, fhould prove chimerical, 
“ would it not be worth while to make an effaj 
“of it?” 

“ IV. Would not 'the moft fceptical man find 
•“ a fufficient guarantee againft any abufe of 
“ power on the part of our Order, in the li- 
** berty of abandoning it at pleafure j in the 
“ happinefs of having Superiors of tried merit, 
** who, unknown to each other, could not poffibly 
•* lupport each other in their treafonable com- 
“ binations againft the general welfare ; Superiors, 
* c in fhort, who would be deterred from doing 
“ harm by the fear of the exifting chiefs of 
<*■ empires ? ” 

“ V. Should there exift any other fecret means 
“ of guarding againft the abuie of that authority 
entrufted by the order to our Superiors, what 
“ might they be ? ” 

< " VI. Suppofing defpotifm were to enfue, 
** would it be dangerous in the hands of men 
•* who, from the very firft ftep we made in the 
** Order, teach us nothing but fcience, liberty, 
“ and virtue? Would not that defpotifm lofe its 
“ fting, in the confideration that thofe chiefs who 

“ may 
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" may have conceived dangerous plans will Kav£ 

** begun by difpofing a machine in diredt oppcr* 

“ fition to their views 

To underftand the tendency of thefe queftionSj • 
let us refledt on the meaning given by the Sedt to 
liberty and general welfare. Above all, let us not 
forget the lelfon already given to the adepts on 
morality ; the art of teaching men to lhake off the 
yoke of their rrfinority, to fet afide Princes and 
Rulers, and to learn to govern themfelves. This 
leffon once well underttood, the moft contrafted 
underftandingmuft perceive, in Ipite of the infi* 
dious tenour of thefe queftions, that their fok 
tendency is to aik, whether “ a Sedt would be 
very dangerous who, under pretence of hindering 
the chiefs of nations, Kings, Minifters, and Ma- 
giftrates, from hurting the people, Ihould begin 
by mattering the opinions of all thofe who fur-* 
rounded Kings, Minifters, or Magiftrates j or 
ihould feek by invifible means to captivate all the 
councils, and the agents of public authority, in 
order to reinttate mankind in the rights of theif 
pretended majority ; and to teach the fubjedt to 
throw off the authority of his Prince, and learn to 
govern himfelf j or, in other words, to deftroy 
every King, Minifter, Law, Magittrate, and public 


• Infiru&ions for conferring the degree of Regent, Nos» 
I, 2 , 3. Laft works of Philo and Spartacus. 

. authority 
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Authority whatever ? ” The candidate, too well 
trained to the fpirit of Illuminifm not to fee the 
real tendency of thefe queftions, but alfo too much 
perverted by it to be ftartled at them, knows what 
anfwers he is to give to obtain the new degree. 

Should he ftill harbour any doubts, the ceremonies 
of his inftallation would diveft him of them. Thefe 
are not theofophical or infignificant ceremonies; — 
every ftep demonftrates the dilbrganizing genius, 
and the hatred for all authority, which irritates the 
ipleen of their impious author ; and it is therefore 
that Weifhaupt, when writing to Zwack, repre- 
fents them as infinitely more important than thofe of 
the preceding degree *. 

When the admiflion of the new adept is re- The In- 
fblved on, he is informed, “ that as in future he a . u g ura * 

** is to be entrufted with papers belonging to the 
“ Order, of far greater importance than any that 
tc he has yet had in his pofieffion, it is necefiary 
** that the Order fhould have further fecurities. 

“ He is therefore to make his will, and infert a 
** particular claufe with refpeft to any private 
papers which he may leave, in cafe of fudden 
“ death. He is to get a formal and juridical re- 
* e ceipt of that part of his will from his family, 

“ or from the public magiftrate, and he is to take 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter 24, from Weilhaupt 
to Cato. 

VoL.ni. q_ 


“ their 



926 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 


*' their promifes in writing that they will fulfil 
his intentions*.” 

This precaution taken, and the day for the ini- 
tiation fixed, the adept is admitted into an anti- 
chamber hung with black. Its furniture confifts 
in a fkeleton elevated on two fteps, at the feet of 
which are laid a crown and a fword — There he is 
afked for the written difpofitions he has made 
concerning the papers with which he may be en- 
trufted, and the juridical promife he has received 
that his intentions lhall be fulfilled. His hands are 
then loaded with chains, as if he were a flave ; and 
he is thus left to his meditations f. The Pro- 
vincial who performs the functions of Initiator is j 
alone in the firft faloon, feated on a throne. The j 
Introducer, having left the Candidate to his reflec- 
tions, enters this room, and in a voice loud enough 
to be heard by the new adept, the following dia- 
logue takes place between them. 

“ Provincial. Who brought this Have to us? ” 
“ Introducer. He came of his own accord j 
<f knocked at the door.” 

« Prov. What does he want ? ” 
u Introd. He is in fearch of Liberty, and afl^ 
“ to be freed from his chains.” 

“ Prov. Why does he not apply to thofe wh " 
<c have chained him ? ” 

* Inftru&ions for conferring this degree. No. 5. . 
f Ritual of this degree. No. 1. 

6 « IntroS* 
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“ Introd. They refufe to break his bonds ; 
they acquire too great an advantage from his 
u flavery.” 

“ Prov. Who then is it that has reduced him 
“ to this ftate of flavery ? ” 

“ Introd. Society, governments, the fciences, 
u and falfe- religion.” Die geftljcbafty der ft aat, die 
** gelehrfamkeity die falfcbe religion .” 

“ Prov. And he wilhes to call off this yoke to 
u become a feditious man and a rebel ? ” 

■ t( Introd. No } he wilhes to unite with us, to 
ft join in our fights againft the conftitution of go- 
** vernments, the corruption of morals, and the 
«* profanation of religion. He wifhes through y 
t* our means to become powerful, that he may 
ft , attain the grand ultimatum.” 

“ Prov . And who will anfwer to us, that after 
“ having obtained that power he will not alfo 
" abufe it, that he will not be a tyrant and the 
“ author of new misfortunes ? ” 

« Introd. His heart and his reafon are -our 
** guarantees — the Order has enlightened him. 
t{ He has learned to conquer his paflions 
ft and to know himfelf. Our Superiors have 
tried him.” 

« Prov. That is faying a great deal — ■ Is he 
** alfo fuperior to prejudice. Does he prefer the 
* e general intereft of the univCrfc to that of 
c ‘ more limited aflbeiatipns ? ” 


“ Introd. 
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,f Introd. Such have been his promifes.” 

“ Prov. How many others have made fimilaf 
** promifes who did not keep them ? Is he 
** matter of himfelf ? Can he refill temptation ? 
<f Are perfonal confiderations of no avail with 
" relped to him ? Aik him, whether the Ike- 
“ leton he has before him is that of a king, a 
<c nobleman, or a beggar ? ” 

“ Introd. He cannot tell nature has deftroyed 
“ all that marked the cjepraved Hate of ine- 
<c quality ; all that he lees is, that this Ikeleton 
“ was man like us j and the charader of man is 
** all that he attertds to.” 

“ Prov. If fuch be his fentiments, let him be 
“ free at his own rifle and peril. But he kn6ws 
“ us not. Go and alk him why he implores oiir 
“ pretedion * ? ” 

This dialogue ended (and the reader will ri< 
be at a lofs to perceive the drift of it), the l 
troducer returns to the Candidate, and fays “ Bi 
** ther, the knowledge you have acquired can 
“ longer leave you in doubt as to the grandf 
“ the importance, the difintereftednefs and 1 
€t fulnefs of our great objed. It mutt there 
“ be indifferent to you whether you are 
" quainted with our Superiors or not r 
“ thelefs, I have fome information to 
you on that fubjed.” 

* Ritual of this degree. No. I* 
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This information is nothing more than a fum- 
xnary of a pretended hiftory of Mafonry, going 
back to the deluge j and of what the Se£t calls 
the fall of man, the lofs of his dignity,, and 
of the true doctrine. The ftory then continues to 
Noah and the few who efcaped the deluge in 
the ark ; thefe, he fays, were a few Sages or 
Freemafons, who have maintained the true prin- 
ciples in their fecret fchools. It is for that reafon, 
fays the Inftru&or, -that Mafonry has preferved 
the denominations of Noacbijis and Patriarchs 
Then comes a recapitulation of what had been 
faid in the degree of Epopt on the pretended views 
of Chrift, on the decline of Mafonry, and on the 
honour referved to llluminifm to preferve and 
revive thefe true and ancient myfteries — - «* When • 
queftioned (fays the Inftruftor) as to whom we 
are indebted to for the aftual conftitution of 
our Order, and the prefent form of the in- 
ferior degrees, the following is the anfwer we 
give : — 

“ Our founders, without doubt, had extenfive 
knowledge, fince they have tranfmitted lb much 
to us. — • Actuated by a laudable zeal for the ge- 
neral welfare, they fortned a code of laws for our 
Order j but, partly through prudence, and partly 
to guard againft their own pallions, they left the 
direction of the edifice they had raifed to other 
{iands, and retired. Their names will for ever 
Q3 ' 


remain 
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remain in oblivion— The chiefs who govern the 
Order at prefent are not our founders ; but pofte- 
rity will doubly biefs thofe unknown benefa&ort 
♦ who have defpifed the vain glory of immortali- 

zing their names. Every document which could 
have thrown light on our origin has been com- 
mitted to the flames.” 

et You will now be under the dire&ion of other 
men } men who, gradually educated by the Order* 
have at length been placed at the helm. Yott 
will foon make one of their number — Tell flife 
only, whether you ftill harbour any doubt is to 
the objeft of the Order.” 

The Candidate, who has long lince been paft 
all poflibility of doubt, advances with his Intro- 
ducer toward another faloon } but. On opening 
door, feveral of the adepts run and oppofe theif 
entrance. — — A new dialogue takes place in the 
ftyle of the firft — — Who goes there ? Who arc 
you ?— It is a Have who has fled from his matters 
— No flave ihall enter here — He has fled 
that he might ceafe to be a" Have ; he craves an 
afylum and protection — . But Ihould his mafter 
follow ? — He is fafe, the doors are fhut.**— •** 
But ihould he be a traitor ? — He is not one, he 
has been educated under the eyes of the IHumi- 
nees. They have imprinted the divine feal on his 
forehead. — The door opens, and thofe who op- 
pofed the Candidate’s entrance efcorc him to the 

third 

fc 
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third faloon. Here new obftacles occur, and- 
another dialogue takes place between an adept in 
die inlide and the Introducer. In the mean time • 
the Provincial has left his former ftation, and has 
fixated himfelf upon a throne in this third room. ■ 
[It is worthy of remark that thefe enemies of 
thrones are themfelves always feated on a throne 1 
The Provincial gives orders that the Candidate 
may be admitted, and dejires to fee whether he 
really bears the print of the feal of liberty. The 
Brethren accompany the new adept to the foot of 
the throne. 

** Prov. Wretch ? You are a Have ; and yet- 
“ dare enter an affembly of free men ! Do you 
«* know the fate that awaits you ? You have palled 
“ through two doors to enter this j but you lhall 
** not go hence unpunilhed, if you prophanc this 
** fandtuary.” 

“ Introd. That will not happen ; l will be his 
“ guarantee. You have taught him to thirft after 
f* liberty j and now keep your promife.” 

M Prov. Well, Brother, we have fubjedted you 
44 to various trials. The elevation of your fenti- 
u ments has made us conceive you to be both pro- 
44 per and worthy of being admitted into our Order. 
44 You have thrown yourfclf with confidence and 
44 without referye into our arms: and it is time 
f* to impart to you that liberty which we have 
« painted to. yo.u in fuch bewitching colours. We 

“ have 
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**- have been your guide during all the time that you 
<( ftood in need of one. Tou are now Jtrong enough 
** to conduct yourfelf •, be then in future your own 
“ guide , be it at your own peril and rifk. Be free $ 
“ that is to fay , be a man, and a man who knows bow 
“ to govern bimfelf ; a man who knows bis duty, and 
" bis imprefcriptible rights ; a man who ferves the 
“ univerfe alone j wbofe aSions are folely directed to 
<e the general benefit of the world and of human na- 
“ ture. Every thing elfe is injuftice — Be free and in - 
t( dependent ; in future be Jo of yourfelf— Here, take > 
<f back the engagements you have hitherto contrasted 
K , with us. To you we return them all." 

As he pronounces thefe words, the Provincial 
returns him all the writings which concern him, 
fuch as his oaths, his promifes, the minutes of his 
admiflion to the preceding degrees, the hiftory of 
his life which he had tranfmitted to the Superiors, 
and all the notes taken by the Scrutators con- 
cerning him. 

*• This perhaps is one of the raoft delicate traits 
of policy of the SeCt. The chiefs have had foil 
leifure to pry into the moft fecret recefles of his 
heart, and the Scrutators have no further difco- 
veries to make. The Candidate may take back 
his oaths and his fecrets, but recollections (per- 
haps copies) ftill remain, and the Initiator may 
well continue : “ In future you will owe us no- 
thing but that which your heart lhall dictate. 

« Wc 
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“ We do not tyrannifc over men, we only en- 
“ lighten them. Have you found contentment, 

'* reft, fatisfadtion, happinefs, among us ? You 
“ will not then abandon us. Can we have mif- 
“ taken you, or can you have miftaken us 1 It 
tc would be a misfortune for you ; but you are free. 

“ Remember only that men free and independent 
“ do not offend each other j on the contrary, they 
“ affift and mutually protedt each other. Re- 
“ member, that to offend another man, is to give 
u him the right of defending himfelf. Do you 
u wifh to make a noble ufe of the power we 
“ give to you?, rely on our word: you fhall find 
“ zeal and protedtion among us. Could a difin- 
,f terefted zeal for your brethren glow in your 
u heart, then labour at the grand objedt, labour 
u for unfortunate hunian nature, and thy laft hour 
“ fhall be bleft. We afk nothing elfe from you, 
we afk nothing for ourfelves. Queftion your 
“ own heart, and let it fay whether our condudt 
<f to you has not been noble and difinterefted. 

“ After fo many favours, could you be ungrateful, 
tf your heart fhould avenge us, and chaftife you. 

** But no ; many trials have proved you to be a 
u man of conftancy and refolution. Be fuch your 
charadter, and in future govern with us oppreffed 
man, and labour at rendering him virtuous and 
V free,” 


« Oh, 
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“ Oh, Brother ! what a fight, what hopes ! 
ct when one day happinefs, affection, and peace* 
“ fhall be the inhabitants of the earth! when* 
“ mifery, error, and opprefiion, fhall difappear 
** with fuperfluous wants ! when, each one at his'. 
“ ftation labouring only for the general good, 
" every father of a family fhall be fbvereign in 1 
“ his tranquil cot ! when he that wijht s to invade 
“ tbeje J acred rights Jhall not find an afylum on the 
** face of the earth! when idlenefs fhall be no* 
" longer fuffered ! when the clod of ufelefs fcienctf 
" Jhall be cafi afide , and none fhall be taught but' 
** thole which contribute to make man better, 
K and to reinftate him in his primitive freedom,' 
** his future deftiny ! when we may flatter our- 
,f felves with having forwarded that happy pe* 
“ riod, and complacently view the fruits of our 
n labours ! when, in fine, each man viewing his 
“ brother in his fellow-creature, fhall extend a 
“ fuccouring hand — with us and ours you fhall 
“ find happinefs and peace, fhould you continue' 
<c faithful and attached to us. You will alfo re- 
te mark, that the fign of this degree confifts in 
cc extending your arms to a brother with your' 
** hands open, to fhow that they are not fullied 
u by injuftice and oppreflion, and the gripe is to 
ft feize the brother by the two elbows, as it were 
<c to hinder him from falling. The word is re- 
** demotion” 


The 
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The foregoing paflages fo clearly demonftrate 
the meaning of this word redemption, that the 
reader muft be fupprifed at learning that there 
ftill remain further myfteries to be revealed. — 
The Candidate is not yet admitted into the higheft 
Clafi. He is only the Prince llluminee, and hatf 
to gain admiffion fo the Wo degrees of Philofo- 
fber, and of the Man King. He is inverted in his 
flew principality by receiving a buckler, boots, a 
cloak, and a hat. The words pronounced at the 
foveftiture are worthy of the reader’s attention. 

On presenting the buckler, the Initiator fays* 
** Arm thyfelf with fidelity, truth, and conftancy j 
** be a true Cbriftian, and the lhafcs of calumny 
** and misfortune flhall not pierce thee.” Be a 
Cbriftian! ( and fey ein Cbrift ) ! ! What a ftrange 
Chriftian ! what a wicked wretch then muft be 
the Initiator, who dares carry his diffimulation 
to fuch lengths, and prophane that facred name 
in myfteries fo evidently combined for the eradi- 
cation of every trace of Chriftianity! But the 
adept fmiles, or his ftupidity muft be beyond 
expreffion if he does not fee through fo miferablc 
a cant. 

On prefenting the boots : <c Be a&ive in the 
w fervice of the good, and fear no road which 
tf may lead to the propagation or difcovery of 
“ happinefs.” This will recall to our minds the 
principle, whatever may be the means, fear not 
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to employ them when they lead to what the SeCt 
calls happinefs. 

On giving the cloak: ** Be a prince over tby 
“ people i that is to fay, be fincere and wife, the 
“ benefactor of thy brethren, and teach them 
“ fcience.” The reader will not be at a lofs to 
underftand what fcience. 

The formula of the hat is, “ Beware of ever 
<c exchanging this hat of liberty ( diejen frey heits - 
<c but ) for a crown.” 

Thus decorated, the Prince Illuminee receives 
the fraternal embrace. — - He then hears read the 
inftru&ions for his new degree j but as they en- 
tirely relate (like thofe of the preceding degree) 
to the government of the brethren, they will be v 
treated of in the laft part of the code. It is now 
time to proceed to the Grand Myftcries. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Ninth Part of the Code of the llluminees. — Clafs of 
the Grand Myfteries ■, the Mage or the Pbilofopber t 
and tbe Man King. 


JBY the great importance which the Seft places The text 
in the laft myfteries of Illuminifm, and the many Stained* 5 
precautions it has taken to conceal them from the 
public view, I am compelled to begin this chapter 
with candidly declaring, that every attempt to 
iifcover the original text of this part of the Code 
has been fruitlels. Such an avowal, however, 

(hould not difconcert the reader. Though the 
real text may be wanting, we have abundant > 
matter to fupply its place. We have Weifhaupt’s 
familiar correfpondence ; we are in pofleflion of 
the letters of many of the adepts who enthu- 
Saftically admired them; and the avowals are 
till extant of other adepts, who indignantly be- 
leld fuch abominations. Our judgement will be 
guided by laws laid down by Weilhaupt himfelf ; 
md the famous apology of this monftrous legis- 
lator will teach us how to appreciate them. Such 
materials are more than fufficient to fupply the 
deficiency of the literal text. It is true, that the 

crafty 
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crafty cant and affe&ed enthufiafm of the Hie- 
rophant will be wanting ; but the fubftance of his 
declamation, the extent and monftrofity of his 
ultimate plots will lofc nothing of their evidence. 
Let us begin then by attending to their author* 
and from him receive our firft imprefiions. 

Weif- Weilhaupt, when writing to Zwack his incom- 
opuuon P ara bk man, and fpeaking of the degree of Epopt, 
onthefe wherein impiety and rebellion feem to have 
myfteries. ^ ra j ne( j eveI y nervc to diffeminate their vepe- 
mous principles againft church and date, fays, 
“ One might be tempted to think that this 
5* degree was the laft and the moft fublime: I 
“ have, neverthelefs, three mqre of infinitely 
. <c greater importance , which I referve for our Grand 
“ . Myfteries. But thefe I keep at home, and only 
** lhow them to the Areopagites, or to a feW 
“ other brethren the moft diftinguilhed for their 
“ merit' and their fervices. — Were you here, I 
“ would admit you to my degree, for you are 
** worthy of it — But I never fuffer it to go jout 
“ of my hands. It is of too ferious an import ; 
“ it is the key of the ancient and modern* 
“ the religious and political hiftory of the uni-r 
“ verfe.” 

“ That I may keep our provinces in due fub- 
** ordination, I will take care to have only three 
“ copies of this degree in all Germany j that is 
“ to fay, one in each Inipedtion.” He foon after 

writes 
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writes again to the fame adept: “ I have com* 
M pofed four more degrees above that of Regent ; 
** and with refpedl to thefe four, even the loweft 
“ of them, our degree of Pri'eft will be but child’s 

play ” — JVogegen den fcblecbeften der priefter grad 
kinder fpiel feyn Joll *. 

Before we draw any conclufion toward forming 
our judgement, let me recall to the mind of the 
reader thofe letters wherein Weifhaupt declares, 
that every degree (hall be an apprenticefhip for 
the next, a Jort of Noviciate for the -higher degrees . 
•That thefe degrees were always to be in crefcendo s 
in fine, that in the laft clafs of the myfteries a 
perfect ftatement of the maxims and polity of 
llluminifm was to be given. XJnd am ende folgt 
■ die totale einficht in die politic und maximen des 
or dens f . After fuch letters, the text, of thefe 
myfteries is fcarcely neceffary. I know that thefe 
degrees were reduced to two for the laft clafs of 
' the myfteries ; I know, from the agreement made 
'by the founder and his intimate adepts, that the 
firft was the Mage, or Phikfopher ; the other, the 
Man King I will ftart from thefe data, and 
'(hall not hefitate to fay, that this monfter of im- 
piety and of wickednefs impofes on himfelf when 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Let. 15, 16, 24, to Cato-Zwack. 

+ Ibid. Vol. L Let. 4, to Cato. 

* J Ibid. Vol. II. Let. i, to Philo, and' Second Part of 
“Agreement of the Areopagites. 


he 



240 


TH£ AKTlSOCfAL CONSPIRACY, 

he (peaks of degrees infinitely mere important far 
the higher myfteries, or when he pretends that 
thofe of Epopt and Regent are but puerile in com- 
panion with thofe which he referves for his 
intimate adepts. His execrable pride may flatter 
him with furpafling even the devils themlelves, 
in his wicked inventions for fending forth the 
peftiferous blaft j but their combined efforts could 
not fuggeft more hideous plots than thofe in 
which Weiihaupt glories when calling them his 
lejfer myfteries. — W hat ! the vow of annihilating 
every idea of religion, even to the very name of 
a God} the plan for overthrowing every govern- 
•menr, even to the obliteration of every veftige 
of laws, authority, or civil fociety } the wifli of 
deftroying our arts and fciences, our towns, and 
even villages, that they may realize their fyf- 
terns of Equality and Liberty } the defire of ex- 
terminating the greater part of human nature, to 
work the triumph of their vagabond clans, over, 
the remaining part of mankind. Thefe vows and 
wilhes, thefe plots and plans, have already ap- 
peared in the leffer myfteries, and his adepts muft 
have been as ftupid as he wifhes them to be im- 
pious and wicked, if they have not feen through 
the web that veils from their fight the baleful 
abyfs. And, after all, it is not the objeft nor the 
Jubfiance of their plots which is thus (lightly 
veiled ; the terms alone are concealed. There 
5 only 
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•only remains to fay, that all religion lhall be 
deftroyed for the adoption of Atheifm ; every 
coriftitution, whether Monarchical or Republican, 
lhall be overthrown in favour of abfoliite Inde- 
pendence j property lhall be annihilated } fcience 
and arts lhall be • fupprefled j towns, houfes, and 
fixed habitations, reduced to alhes, for the re-efta- 
blifhment of the. roaming and favage life, which 
the hjrpocrite, in his cant, calls the ‘patriarchal life. 

Such are die terms ; and the fcroll of this hideous 
pantomime needed only to be unrolled, to tell 
the names of thofe who were to appear on the 
gloomy ftage of the laft myfteries. The adept 
had long fince inhaled the deleterious air with 
which Weilhaupt had (pared no pains to furround 
him j and could he naufeate this, or turn away 
from thele difaftrous machinations, the gates of 
the myfterious pit were fhut againft him. At 
fuch a fight nature lhudders — The reader will cry 
out. None but monfters could have conceived or 
abetted fuch plots. Be it fo j I will not contra- 
dift him ; I only wilh to name thefe monfters. — 

Behold Weilhaupt and his profound adepts ! The 
•reader will find the prbofs of this exclamation in 
their own writings. 

Weilhaupt, who divided his myfteries into two 
clafifes, alfo diftributed his laft fecrets under two , 
heads. Firft, Religion j which, was the object of 
the Mages : The other comprehended what he 
Vol. III. R called 
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called his Polity $ and he rejeryed it for the M<tt 
King. Let us feparatdy inveftigate each of thefe 
degrees, commencing with that principle which he 
himfelf lays down, and from which he never de- 
viates, that each degree fhall he a preparatory' 
concatenation of principles and dadtrines, the ulti- 
mate tendency of which was to form the otijc& of 
the laft myfteries. Such a principle is more than 
fufficient to demonftrate that the ieeret to be im- 
Secret of parted to his Mages can be no other than the 

the Mage \ moft. abfolute Atheifin, and the total Jubtrcrfion 
Atheifin. 

of every religion. The adepts however, has 
already imbibed liich horrid principles ; and the 
ieccet confifts in telling him, in plain terms, that 
it was toward that point the Sedt had Jong fince 
been leading him, and that in future all his 
thoughts, words, and actions, muff; tend to iecond 
the views of the Sedt in their monftrous under- 
taking ; that in the preceding degrees the name 
t>f Religion had only been preferred the better an 
deftroy the thing; but that in future the xety 
name would only be the expreflion of ohimoras, 
of fuperftkion, of fanaticifm, fupported by defpor 
tifm and ambition, as h tool for enflaving mafe* 
kind. 

j^wtif ex P^ cat i° H is no vainfancy of nunc. .See 

hanpt’s * Weifhaupt confidentially writing to his intimate 
letters - and incomparable Gtfc-Zwack ; 
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♦ I firmly believe, that the lecret dextrine of 
“ Cbrift had no other objeft in view than the re- 
f* eftablifhment of Jewifh Liberty, which is the 
( ( explanation I give of it. I even believe', that 
f* Freemafonry is nothing but a Chriftianity of 
“ this fort ; at leaft, my explanation of their Hie- 
^ roglyphics perfedHy coincides with fuch an ex- 
P planation. In this feiile, nobody can blufh at 
“ being a Chriftian j for I preferve the name , and 
1* fubftitute reaJon } —denn ieb laffh dm namm % und 
“ fubftituiere ibm die vernunft .” — He continues: 

** It is no trivial matter to have difcovered a new 
** Religion and a new Polity in theft tenebrous 
f.« Hieroglyphics and he goes on to fay, « One 

might be induced to think that this was my 
4* higheft degree ; I have, neverthelefs, three of 
4* infinitely more importance, for our grand myf- 
4* teries*.” Here then is Weifhaupt’s decifion 
the degree of Epopt or lllumtnized Prieft.—It is 
Chriftianity preferving the name of Religion, with 
the Gofpel converted into -a Code by means of 
'which Chrift taught the Jacobinical Equality and 
JJbertyf. Here Weilhaupt is tranfeendantin his 
'wrickednefs and his impiety; it is under the facred 
same of Religion that he teaches his diforganizing 
~ principles of Equality and Liberty. After having 

m ' 

• Original Writings, Vd. II. Let. 15, to Catft 
| See the Difcoorfe on the Degree pf Epvpt. 

' R a 
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led his Epopts to the pinnacle of Impiety, to what 
farther lengths can he poflibly lead his Mage ?— 
He may erafe the names of Religion and God ? And 
this he will do in his higher myfteries j for who 
can expert to find them when he fays, “ You 
** know that the unity of God was one of the ft- 
“ crets revealed in the myfteries of Eleufis j as for 
“ that, there is no fear of any fucb thing being found 
“ in mine 

After this, can the name of God be expefted 
ever to be found in the myfteries of the Alumini- 
zed Mage for any other purpofe than to be blaf- 
phemed ? We fee this fame Weilhaupt referving 
all the Atheiftical produftions for this degree j he 
writes again to his incomparable man : “ With 
“ our beginners let us aft prudently with refpeft 
“ to books on Religion and Polity. In my flan , / 

“ referve them for the grand myfteries. At firft we 
“ muft put only books of hiftory or of metaphy- 
" fics into their hands. Let morality be our pur-< 

“ fuit. Robinet, Mirabeau (that is to lay, the Syf- 
** tern of Nature written by Diderot, though at- 
** tributed to Mirabeau), the Social Syftem, Natu 
“ ral Polity, the Philofofby of Nature, and fuda^ 
" works, are referved for my higher degrees. At^ 
“ prefent they muft not even be mentioned to our — 
“ adepts, and particularly Helvetius on Man \. yw00 ’ 

* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. 4, to Cato. 

f Jbid. Let. 3, to Cato. 
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The reader here fees a lift of the moft Anti-reli- 
gious and the moft Atheiftical works *, and that 
they are referred for thefe laft myfteries. As a 
preparation for them (borribile diftu!) the very 
idea of a God muft be eradicated from the mind 
of the adept. Can we doubt of this, when we fee 
Weilhaupt thus write : «* Do put Brother Nume- 
** nius in correfpondence with me j I mult try to 
<f cure him of his Theolbphical ideas, and properly 
“ prepare him for our views. — Icb will ibn/ueben 
** von der Tbeofopbie zu curieren , und zu un/eren 
“ abjicbten zu befiimmen j - .” The Theofophcr, 
■or the man ftill believing in a God, is not fit for - 
*hefe myfteries ; Religion then muft, of courfe, 
l>e irreconcileable with them. Were the confc- 
cjuences lels evident, and fhould we rejedt thefe 
Secret correfpondences, or condemn the laft ora- 
cles of the Hierophant to remain within the hun- 
dred bolts which keeps them hidden from the 
adepts i , I fay, even then, tp afeertain . what the 
tenets of the Sedt are as to any worlhip or reli- 
gion, we Ihould not be neccffitated to enter that 
den of myfteries. Though Weilhaupt had not 
mentioned Religion in his intimate correfpondence, 
the Atheiftical Conlpiracy of his myfteries would 
be evident j and why feek private documents when 

* See the Helvian Letters on thefe Works. 

f Ibib. Vol. II. Let. 15, to Cato. 
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he has given us irrefragable proofs of guile In that; 
Which he publifhes as his apology ? 
by Ms Two years after his flight, Weifhaupt mod 
*P° °sy- daringly aflerts, that the Syftems of his Illuminifrti 
(as publilhed by the civil powers) are but a mere 
iketch, a plan as yet too ill-digefted for the 
public to form any judgment either on him or hU 
adepts, from the Original Writings or his Confi- 
dential Correfpondence. He publifhes a new 
Code, and calls it the torrefied Syftem of Elumnijm, 

\ with its Degrees and Conftitutions , by Adam fPetf- 
baupt , C'omjellor to the Duke of Saxe Gotha . Heft! 
at leaft we have a tight to judge him and his; myf- 
tefies, both in his apology and his cofre&ed de- 
grees. But the reader will now view him 
new light. He is not only the confpiring infield; 
but the infolent Sophiftef, infulting the Public with 
all , the haughtinefs of the mod daring Atheid* 
fhrugging his fhbulders in difdain at the red of 
mankind j ahd with impertinent pity faying to US 
all, as he did of the adepts whom he had duped) 
poor creatures! what could one not make you believe ! 

I deign to cad fny eyes on this apology, or the 
Illurtlinifm corfe&ed. He begins by telling us* 
that tx> have fuppofed him capable of compofing 
fo extenfive a Work in t*o years Was doing him the 
honour ofjuppofingbim gifted with mofi extraordinary 
talents } and it is in fuch terms that the Sophifter 
informs the public that he takes them for great: 

fools* 
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fools. Let the contempt with which he treats his 
readers be retorted upon himfelf j kt neither him 
nor his accomplices expeft to defeend to pofterity 
with any other diftirrdtion than as the phenomena 
of vice and infamy. Are we to crouch in token 
of homage before the men who infokntly feoff at 
their God and at the public weal ? I know not 
whether Weilhaupt needed extraordinary talents 
or not, though I grant him all the art and cun- 
ning of the Sophifter ; but mod certainly he muff 
have preiumed much on the force of impudence 
when he flattered himfelf that the public would 
inevitably And tiiat his corrected Code contained 
no principks but fuch as would elevate the mind 
and tend to form great men *. What I find is, 
that it is nothing more than a medley of all thp 
tuts of* his original Code for the education or 
rather depravation of his Adepts. Did 1 wifh to 
form a ftupid Atheift, this would be the work I 
ihould chufe to put into his hands. As early as the 
third degree, in place of a God reigning as freely 
as he does powerfully over this univerfe, I find 
the univerfe transformed into a vaft machine, in 
which every thing is held together or put in mo- 
tion by I know not what fatality, decorated fome- 

* So hoffe ich doch follen alle darin iibereinkonuneo, daft 
die in ’diefen graden aufgefteUten grund-saze fahig feyen, 
grofie «nd erhabedC tnenfeken an bllden — Introduiiiut t» hit 
(ttrrtStd Sjfttm. 

R 4 
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times by the appellation of God, at others, of 

nature. Again : did 1 wifh to decorate with the . 

name of providence a deftiny which cannot anttibi - . 

late a ftngle atom without depriving the flars of their ' 

fupport and involving the whole univerfe in ruin, 

this would be the work I fhould recommend: I 

would give it to the narrow-minded adept, who, 

in a world where every thing is faid to be ne- 

cefiafy, fhould frill pretend to talk of virtue or 

vices, or who could comfort himfelf for all the 

harm which the wicked could do him, by confi- 

dering that the wicked like the virtuous man only 

followed the courfe which nature had traced for 

him } and that they would both arrive at the 

fame point as himfelf: In fine, I would put it into 

the hands of the imbecile, who would call the art 

of making merry the art of being always baffy ( art 

Jemper gaudendi ) ; the art of perfuading onefelf 

that one’s misfortunes are incurable, or that they 

are all neceffary *. But what reader will brook 

the impudence of that confpiring infidel, who, 

dedicating his myfteries as 1 an apology to the 

whole world and all mankind — der welt und dem 

menfchlichen gefchlecht — and pretending to provo 

that his original myfteries are not a Confpiracy 

againft Religion, puts a difcourfe in the mouth of 

his new Hierophants, whofe very tide chara&e- 

* 

• See in the corrected Syftem the Difcourfe on the third 
clafs. 

rizes 
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rizes the moft determined one both againft God 
ind Religion j he calls it. An Inftruttion for the 
tdepts who are inclined to the fancy of believing in or 
f adoring a God ! I know it may be alio tranf- 
tated. An inftruftion for the Brethren inclining to- 
ward Tbeofopbical or Religious entbujiafm *. But if 
both thefe tranflations be not iynonimous in the 
language of the Sophiftcrs, let the reader judge, 
from the exordium of the dilcourfe, which is the 
moft accurate. 

“ He who wi flies to labour for the happinels 
" of mankind, to add to the content and reft of 
" the human ipecies, to decreafe their diffa- 
K tisfadtion (thefe are literally the words of our 
Sf Antitheofophical Sophifter), muft fcrutinize and 
“ weaken tbofe principles which trouble their reft, 
u contentment, and happinels. Of this fpecies 
“ are all thofe fyftems which are hoftile to the 
“ ennobling and perfedting of human nature j 
** which unneceffarily multiply evil in the world, 
** or reprefent it as greater than it really is: all 
“ thofe fyftems which depreciate the merit and 
“ the dignity of man, which diminifh his confi- 
** dencc in his own natural powers, and thereby 
* render him . lazy, pufillanimous, mean, and 
“ cringing : all thofe alfo which beget enthuflalm, 

• Unterricht fiir alle mitglieder, welche zu Thcofophifchea 
fchwarmereyen geneight find. 




" which 
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<f which fctfing human reafon into difcredit, and 
“ thus open a fr<Je courfe for impofture AU the 
“ 'Tbeofopbical and Myftical Syfteiks all thuja which 
“ have a direfit or indireff tendency to Jucb Sy firms i 
“ in Jbort, all the principles derived from ‘Tbeojepby, 
“ which, concealed in ear hearts, often ftnlfh by load* 
“ big men back to it, belong to tbit daft,*' 

In the courfe of his inftru&ions, the reader ii 
not to eJipeft that Weifhaupt will make any eat- 
ception in favour of the revealed Religion, not 
even a hint at fuch an exception is to be ieen.-— 
The Religion of Chrift is reprefeiited as a medley 
of the reveries of Pythagoras, of Plato, and of 
Judaifm. It is in Vain for the Ifraelites to believti 
in the Unity of God, in the coming of a MelOah; 
it is in vain to affert that fuch was the feith of 
their forefathers, of Abraham* Ifaac, and Jacob, 
long before they entered Egypt or Babylon ; it U 
in vain to prove, that the adoration of the golden 
Calf, or of the god Apis, was punifhed by the 
Almighty as a prevarication of their Religion : 
Nothing will ferve the Sophifter ; he will declare 
in his corrected Code, that the Religion of the Jews 
was but a modification of the reveries of the 
Egyptians, of Zoroafter, or of the Babylonians. 
To correfit his adepts, he teaches them to caft afide 
the Creation as a chimera unknown to antiquity, 
and to reduce all Religion to two Syftems — The 
one, that of matter co- eternal with God, a part of 

God, 
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God) proceeding from God, caft forth and fepa- 
rated from God, in order to become the world— 
'The other, matter co-eternal with God, without 
being God, but worked by God, for the forma- 
tion of the univerfe. On thefe foundations he 
builds a general hiftoty of all Religions, and 
makes all appear equally abfurd. The reader 
might be tempted to think that thefe lcffons had 
been compofed before the hegira or rather pro- 
feription of the Author of Illuminifm. They may 
have been compiled for one of thofe difeourfea 
tfhich he declares to be of more importance than 
that of die Hierophant in the degree of Epopt.— 
- He precifely follows the courfe which Knigge re- 
prefents as the grand objeft of the laft myfteries. 
He makes, after his fafliion, a general compila- 
tion of all the fchools of Philofophifm and of its 
Syftems j and hence he deduces Chriftianity and 
all Religiohs. The refult of the whole is, that 
an Religions are founded on impofture and chi- 
thera, all end in rendering man cowardly , lazy, 
ftiitging, and JuperJlitisus ; all degrade him, and 
trouble his fepofe*. And it is thus that this 
Sophifter, under pretence of his juftification, 
daringly a£ts that part in public which before he 
had only ventured to act under the cover of his 
myfteries. He Tallies forth from his baleful abyfs 

> 

• See the laft Difcourfe of Illuminifm corrected. 
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Knigge’a 

teftiino- 

ny. 


but to proclaim to the world what heretofore he 
had only hinted to his adepts in private, — that the 
time was at length come for the overthrow of 
every Altar, and the annihilation of every Reli- 
gion. 

Are any further proofs neceffary to demonftrate 
the objedfc of the grand myfteries ? The tcftimony 
of Knigge cannot be obje&ed to, nor can Kniggc 
pretend or with to miflead Zwack when confi- 
dentially correfponding with him. Both bad 
figned the agreement of the Areopagites refpeft- 
ing the compilation of the degrees of Illuminifm *. 
Let us then attend to thefe two Adepts— Philo- 
Knigge has been exhibiting all that he has done, 
according to Weifhaupt’s inftru&ions, in the de- 
gree of Epopt t to demonftrate that Chrift had no 
other view than the eftablifhment of natural Reli- 
gion, or, in the language of Illuminifm, the rights 
of Equality and Liberty. Knigge then continues: 
“ After having thus fhown to our people that we 
** are the real Chriftians, we have only a word to 
“ add againft Priefts and Princes. I have made 
“ ufe of fuch precaution in the degrees of Epopt 
" and of Regent, that I fhould not be afraid of 
" conferring them on Kings or Popes, provided 
“ they had undergone the proper previous trials, 

• Sec this agreement in the Original Writings, Vol. 1 L 
Part II. figned the 20 Adarmeth 155 1, or Anno Domini, 20 
December 1781. 

“ In 
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ft In our laft myfteries we have to acknowledge 
xt this pious fraud, j to prove, upon the teftimony 
** of authors, the origin of all the religious im- 
** poftures, and to expofe the whole with their 
“ connexions and dependencies 

Such, reader, is that word to add, which was to 
be (poken only in the laft myfteries of Illuminifm ! 
That word againft Priefts and the Minifters of 
every- worfhip ! That word on the pious fraud, 
hr rather labyrinth of impiety, in which the SeCt 
had involved the Candidate on his firft entrance 
into the Order, only to extricate him when he was; 
judged worthy of their laft myfteries ! The adept 
muft certainly be of weak intellects, and his cre- 
dulity muft border on ftupidity, if he has not in 
the degree of Epopt, and long before, obferved 
whither they were leading him. But lhould he 
really be ftill in the dark, or could he view with 
indignation the artifices which have been ufed 
\eith him; if all reflection have not abandoned 
him j what will not the very term of pious fraud 

• Da nun die leute fehen dafs wir die einzigen achton 
hrahren Chriften find, fo darferi wir da gegen ein word mehr 
gegen pfafFen und f iirften reden ; doch habe ich diefs fo 
gethan, dafs ich papfte und konige nach vorhergegangener 
priifung, in diefe grade aufhehmen wollte. Indem hoheren 
myfterien follte man dann A diefe piam fraudtn entdecken, 
und B aus alien fchriiften den urfprung aller religiozen liigen, 
und deren zufammenhang entwickeln — — Original Writings, 
Kal, II. Let. 1, from Philo to Cato, 

6 


difcover 



THS ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

difcover to him ? Will it not recall to his mini* 
“ that on the firft invitations of the §e&, to entice 
** him into their Order, they began by telling 
“ him, that nothing contrary to Religion would 
*c ever en ter the prpje&s of the Order ? Ppes 
“ he not remember, that this declaration was 
“ repeated on his admiftion into the noviciate^ 
“ and reiterated when he was received intq thp 
“ minerval academy ? Has he forgqttpn how 
“ ftrongly the Seft enforced the ftudy of morfditf 
“ and of virtue in die firft degrees, and how 
** carefully jt ifolated both from religion ? When 
<f pouring forth its encomium on religion, did 
“ not the Se£t infinuate, that true Religion widely 
** differed from thofe myfteries and worihip which 
“ had degenerated in the hands of the piiefthpod f 
“ Does he remember with what art and affeded 
“ relpedt it Ipoke of Chrift and his Gofpel in 
<c the degrees qf Major jlluminee , of Scotch Knight , 
“and of Epopt •, how the Golpel was infenfibly 
“ metamorphofed into illuminized reafon, its mp-T 
** rality into that of Nature j and from a moral, 
** reafonable, and natural religion, hpw a religion 
“ and a morality of the rights of man, of E^tf^lity 
“ and Liberty , were deduced ? Does he refleft 
“ how all the different parts of this fyftem and 
“ opinions of the Seft were infinuated to Ijimi 
“ how naturally they occurred and appeared tO 
f ( have been foftered in his own bre^fti Cpnid 
5 “not 
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* not the Se6t fay to him, ’tis true, we put you 
M on the way, hut you were much more earneft 
** in folving our quefrions than we in anfwering 
i* yours. When, for example, we afk?d whether 
** the religions which nations had adopted fulfilled 
*f the objects for which they were intended j whe- 
** tfier the pure and limpk religion of Chrift was 

really that which different Sedts profefied at this 

* prefent day, we knew what to believe, but 
“ we wifhed to know how far you had inhaled 
v our principles. We had a multitude of preju- 
f* dices to conquer in you* before we could fuc- 
« ceed in perfuading you that the pretended Re- 
f< ligion of Chrift was but an invention of Priefc- 
** craft, irapofcure, and tyranny. If fuch be the 
*' cafe with the much-admired and loudly pro- 
*' claimed Gofpel, what are we to think of all 
M other religions ? Learn, then, that they arc 
•* all founded on fi&foii, all originate in impo- 
“ fition, error, impofture, and chimera. Such is 
*' pur fecret. AH the windings we made } thp 
M hypothecs we affumed ; the promifes fet forth ; 
f* the panegyric pronounced on Chrift and his 
** Secret fchools ; the fable, of Mafonry being 
** for a long time in poffeffion of his true doc- 

Criues, and our Qrder being at prefent foie 
** depofitary of his myfteries, can no longer bp 
** fobje<?ts pf furprize. If, to overturn Chrjfti- 
f* anhy and every Religion, we pretended fold? 
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* c to poflcfs true Chriftianity, the true Religiott, 
*' remember that the end fanSlifies the means , that 
“ the fage mujl make ufe of all tboje means for good 
“ purpofes, which the wicked do for evil. The 
c< means we have employed to rid you, and 
** which we continue in order to rid mankind 6F 
<f all Religion, are but a pious fraud, which wC 
** always meant to reveal to you when admitted 
“ to the degree of Mage, or of llluminized Philo - 
" fopher ! ! /” 

b y the 1 , _ To thefc reflections on the word to be added in 
avowal of 

an honeft the laft myfteries (fufficiently demonftrated by the 
adept * afcenfion of the degrees, by Weifhaupt’s apology 1 , 
by his intimate correfpondence, and that of his 
moft perfect adepts) let us fubjoin the avowal 
of a man little calculated indeed for a Member of 
fuch an abominable tribe, but who has better 
than any perfon known how to. tear the malk 
from their hideous countenances, and expofe their 
wickednels. I am acquainted with his real name ; 

I am aware that it would greatly add to the 
confidence of the public but I alfb know that 
could Illuminifm difeover his afylum, it would 
follow him to drink his blood, though it were 
to the fouthern pole. He is then entitled td 
fecreey ; till now it has been obferved, nor will 
I be the firft to infringe his right. The Germans 
•have paid him homage, and, ignorant of his 
name, they have furnamed him Biederman, dt 

Man 
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Man of Honour ; at leaft, it is under that deno- 
mination that his works are generally cited. All 
that I can fay in addition to what the public is 
already in polfelfion of refpedfcing this gentleman 
is* that nothing could have induced him to con- 
tinue fo difgufting a courfe, but a zeal for the pub- 
lic welfare* and a juft opinion* that the only means 
of preventing the effects of the confpiracy of the 
Se& was to make their machinations public.— 

Having palled through all the degrees* he was at 
length admitted to the laft myfteries. He pub- 
lilhed thofe of Epopt or Prieft , and of Regent * 

Under tht title of Laft Works of Philo and Spar- 
tans. He fabjoined the inftru&ions belonging to 
thofe degrees, with a Critical Hiftory of aU the 
Degrees of Uluminifm. Had I no other guarantee 
of the veracity of his aflertions* than their glaring 
coincidence with the original writings* which is 
beyond all doubt with the attentive invelligator* 

I lhould not hefitate in declaring him to be the 
man that has given the trueft account* and was 
beft acquainted with the Seft. The certificate at 
the head of the degree of Epopt and Regent t for 
a more perfect knowledge of which the public is 
indebted to him* 1 look upon as undoubtedly ge- 
nuine. 1 know a perfon who has feen and read 
this certificate in the original* in i*2’T&-Kntgge , s 
oWn hand-writing, and who has feen the feal of 
the Order attached to this certificate. 1 thus par- 
V ol. HI. S ticularize 
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ticularize bccaufc the public is entitled in dif- 
cuflions of this importance, to know how far 1 
have extended my refearches, and how far the 
grounds I work upon deferve to be credited. — ■ 
The pafTage I am about to quote is looked upon 
as fundamental by all German authors ; it is from 
Biederman, and occurs near the end of his Critical 
Hijlory: 

“ With refpeft to the two degrees of Mage 
“ and of Man King, there is no receptioq, that is 
<c to fay, there are no ceremonies of initiation. 
“ Even the Ele& are not permitted to tranferibe 
“ thefe degrees, they only hear them read j and 
** that is the reafon why I do not publiih them 
“ with this work.” 

“ The firft is that of Mage, alfo called Phi- 
“ lofopher. It contains the fundamental principles 
“ of Spinofifm. Here every thing is material j 
** God and the world are but one and the fame 
“ thing ; all religions are inconfifient, chimerical, 
u and the invention of ambitious men*.” 

** Divers. 

* Der erfte, welcher Magus auch Philofopbus heift, eethiilt 
fpinofifliche grand- satze, nach welchen alles materiell, Gott 
and die welt eiilerley, alle religion unftatthaft, and eia* 
erfindung hprsuchtiger menfehen ift. 

I might have quoted the tellimony of another, adepts who 
writes as follows to the authors of the Eu-demonia : ( Vol.JlI. 
No 2, Art. 4.) “ I alfo can declare that I have been prefent 
“ at the grand myfterics particularly, that in 1785 I Was 

“ e strolled 


ft 
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u Divers principles continues the author, 
u thrown out in the preceding degrees might in 
w lome meafure point out the objett the Sett had 

“ in 

i 

<r entmfted with the lnftrudions of the degree of Mage or 
V Pbtfybpber ; and that the fhort defeription given in the 
'* Endlichks Schicksal (or the laft objefl of Free- 
€t mafonry) is perfe&ly exadk and well grounded.” The 
author of the Endlicbes Scbickfal has only, like hlyfelf, copied 
the text from Biederman . I have no knowledge of the new 
adept. I fee he has figned his letter, defiring the authors of 
the Eu-demonia not to make ufe of his name without an ab- 
folute neceffity. €€ Befide,” he adds, “lama Roman Ca- 
4t tholic ; and in the country in which I live might find dif- 
° agreeable confequences from not having a(ked to be ab- 
* f folved firom my oath, before I publijhed what I bad promifed 
*' to keep fecret Sir, I am a Catholic as 'well as yourfelf, 
and ihould wilh to know where you have learned, that the 
oath you had taken to the Illuminees was Superior to that you 
had taken to the ftate. How then could you reconcile with 
your confcience the keeping back from the magiftrate or the 
prince fuch proofs as you had acquired of a confpiracy againffi 
the ftate? Yes, do penance, and afk abfolution for having 
taken fuch an oath, and for not having been true to the oath 
of allegiance which you have fworri to the ftate, and from 
which you could not be abfolved by any power on earth .— — 
What fingular ideas are fometimes formed of probity ! To 
perfuade onefelf that one is bound by an oath to a band of 
confpirators, while the oath of allegiance is overlooked !— 
Sir, had you. laid, that it was neceffary to take proper pre- 
cautions for your fecurity, that wretches pretending to the power 1 
of Ufe and death might not aflaffinate you, nothing could be 
more natural ; take your precautions while informing the pub* 

S 2 lie 
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u in view.” Certainly nothing could be better 
grounded than fuch a furmife — Nature, fo often 
united with God, reprefented a&ive like God, 
following, with the fame immenfity of power, 
the fame wifdom as God, the courfe which it had 
traced ; a hundred fuch expreflions in the mouth 
of the Hierophant evidently indicated, that the 
God of Weilhaupt was that of Spinofa or Lucre- 
tius, no other than matter and the univerfe j in 
fine, the God of Atheifm. Let the Sieur D’Alem- 
bert aflert, that nothing can be more oppofite to 
Atheifm than Spinofifmj* or let Spinofa fay, 
that, lb far from being an Atheift, he converts 
every thing into God ; will fuch an excufe faife 
pity or indignation in the reader ? To deny that 
there is any other God than the world, is evidently 
denying the only being that can juftly be called 
God. It is laughing at men, to wilh to make 

lie magiftrate ; but do not come and give us as an excufe your 
fidelity to an oath, which in itfelf is nothing lefs than a per* 
jury to the (late. 

Notwith (landing, however, the reproach juftly merited by 
this adept, his teilimony is not to be negle&ed, fince he has 
fent his name to the editors of the. Eu*demonia, a journal 
printed at Franckfort on the Mein, and highly deferring of 
encouragement for the vigour with which the editors combat 
the niuminees. Their writings have frequently corroborated 
materials that I had received from Aufiria and Bavaria, a cir- 
cumftance which gives me great confidence in the refearches 1 
have made. 

• Panegyric of Moatefquteu. 

w - - them 
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them believe, that theperfon is preferved becaufe 
they do not dare deftroy the name, at the very 
time that die name of God is only ufed as an 
agent for the annihilation of every idea of a 
Deity. 

I think I have fufEciendy demonftrated, that 
the firft object of thefe grand myfteries of lllu- 
xninifm, prepared with jo much art and cunning, 
is no other than to plunge the adepts into a mon- 
ftrous Atheifm, to perfuade all nations that religion 
is but an invention of ambitious impoftors, and 
that to deliver nations from this delpotifm of 
impolhire, and recover the famous rights of man. 

Equality and Liberty, they mud begin by annihi- 
lating every religion, every worfhip, every altar, 
and ceafe to believe in a God. 

Let us continue the declaration of Biederman , The Man 
- and the object of the laft part of the myfteries 
(or the degree of the Man King) will be equally adept, 
clear. 

** The fecond degree of the grand myfteries,’' 
jhe fays, “ called the Man King, teaches that 
c< every inhabitant of the country or town, every 
** father of a family, is fovereign, as men formerly 
*5 were in the times of the patriarchal life, to 
Kt which mankind is once more to be carried 
** back > that, in confequence, all authority and 
ct all magiftracy mud be deftroyed. — I have read 
S 3 “ thefe 
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u thcfc two degrees, and have palled through all 
c * thofe of the Order*.” 

How well authenticated foever this teftimony 
may be, Hill one is loth to think that there could 
have exifted men at once fo abfurd and fo wicked 
as to take fuch exquifite pains to educate their 
adepts merely to addrefs them in the end to 
the following purpofe : “ All that we have done 
“ for you hitherto was only to prepare you to 
<c co-operate with us in the annihilation of all 
** Magiftracy, all Governments, all Laws, and all 
“ Civil Society; of every Republic and even 
“ Democracy, as well as of every Ariftocracy or 
** Monarchy— It all tended to infufe into you and 
“ make you infenfibly imbibe that which we 
<f plainly tell you at prelent — All men are equal 
f * and free, this is their imprefcriptible right; 
“ but it is not only under the dominion of Kings 
" that you are deprived of the exercife of thefe 
u rights. They are annulled wherever man re- 
“ cognifts any other law than his own will. We 
“ have frequently fpoken of Delpotifm and of 
** Tyranny ; but they are not confined to an 

* Der zweyte, Rex gennant, lehrt dafs jeder Bauer, B8r- 
ger und haufvater ein fouverain fey, wie in dem patriarchali- 
fchen Jeben, ^uf welches die leute wieder zuriick-gebracht 
werden miiften, gewefen fey ; und dafs folglich alle ob|igkeit 
wegfallen iniiffe— Diefe beyden graden habe auch ich, der ich 
in dem orden alles durchgegangen bin, felbft gelefen. Ibid, 

6 w Arifto" 
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“ Ariftocracy or a Monarchy: Defpotifm and 
“ Tyranny as efientially refide in the Democratic 
** fovereignty of the people, or in the legiflative 
“ people, as in the legiflative King. What right 
“ has that people to fubjeft me and the minority 
** to the decrees of its majority ? Are fuch the 
“ rights of nature ? Did the fovereign or legifla- 
** tive people exift any more than Kings or Arif- 
K tocratic Legiflators at that period when man 
** enjoyed his natural Equality and Liberty ?— 
ft Here then are our Myfteries — All that we have 
<f faid to you of T yrants and Defpots, was only de - 
“ figned infenfibly to lead you to what we had to 
* c impart concerning the defpotifm and tyranny 
“ of the people themfelves. Democratic govern- 
" ments are not more confonant with nature than 
“ any others. If you afle. How it will be poflible 
“ for men aflembled in towns to live in future 
fC without laws, magiftrates, or conftituted au- 
** thorities, — the anfwer is clear, Defert your 
{< towns and villages, and fire your houfes. Did 
** men build houies, villages, or towns in the 
“ days of the Patriarchs ? They were all equal 
“ and free ; the earth belonged to them all, each 
** had an equal right, and lived where he chofe. 
“ Their country was the world, and they were 
“ not confined to England or Spain, to France 
“ or Germany; their country was the whole 
** earth, and not a Monarchy or petty Republic 
S 4 in 
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** in fomc corner of it. Be equal and free, and 
K you will be coftnopolites or citizens of the 
“ world. Could you but appreciate Equality and 
** Liberty as you ought, you would view with in- 
«* difference Rome, .Vienna, Paris, London, or 
“ Conftantinople in flames, or any of thofe towns, 
“ boroughs, or villages which you call your coun- 
' “ try. — Friend and Brother, fuch is the grand 

<f fecret which we relerved for our Myfteries ! ! !’* 
It is painful indeed to believe, that ftupidity, 
pride, and wickednefs, Ihould have thus com'-’ 
bined to prepare adepts, who, attending Weif- 
haupt’s Myfteries, could' miftake them for the 
Oracles of thie wifdom and tranfeendant Philofo- 
phy. How many Jacobins and thofe pretended 
patriots of Democracy blulh, when they learri 
the real object of the Seft which directs theii* 
actions ; when they learn that they have only been 
the tools of a Sedt whofe ultimate objedt is to 
overturn even their Democratic Conftitutions 1— 
But in attributing fuch language to the Hiero- 
phant of the laft Myfteries, what more have I faid 
than the Illuminizing Legiflator has already de- 
clared ? What other can be the meaning of his 
by ^ie Patriarchal or of his Nomade or roaming life , of 
degrees, thofe vagabond clans, or of man ftill in the favage 
ftate * ? What Democracy even could confift widi 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 10, to Cato, 

5 the 
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the Patriarchal life or the vagabond clans ? 
Where is the neceflity for attending the laft Myf- 
tcries, to learn from the Seft itfelf the extent 
of their conipiracies ? We have feen Weilhaupt 
curling that day as one of the molt difaftrous for 
mankind, when, uniting themfelves in civil fociety, 
they indituted Laws and Governments, and firft 
formed nations and people . We have feen him 
depreciate nations and the national fpirit as the 
grand fource of Egoifin » call down vengeance 
on the laws and the rights of nations as incom- 
patible with the laws and rights of nature . What 
elfe can the Se£t mean by faying, that nations Jhall 
difappear from the face of the earthy but the an- 
nihilation of all civil or national fociety ? Why 
thofe blalphemies againd the love of one’s country , 
if not to perfuade the adepts to acknowledge 
none ? — Have we not heard the Hierophant 
teaching that true morality confided in the art 
of cajting Princes and Governors afide and of go- 
verning onefelfi thar the real original fin in man- 
kind was their uniting under the laws of civil 
fociety j that their redemption could be ac- 
complilhed only by the abolicion of this civil 
date ? And when his frantic hatred againd all 
government exalts his imagination, does he not 
enthufiadically exclaim. Let the laughers laugh , the 
f coffers feoff •, Jlill the day will come, when Princes 
and Nations fball difappear from the face of the 

earth ; 
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earth ; a time when each man Jhall recognize no other 
law but that of his reafon ? Nor does he hefitate 
to fay, that this Jhall be the grand work of Secret 
Societies. They are to reinftate man in his 
rights of Equality and Liberty, in an inde- 
pendence of every law but that of his reafon. 
Such he formally declares to be one of the grand 
myfteries of his Illuminifm * j and can the reader 
quietly fit down and think that all thefe decla- 
rations of the author of Illuminifm, who mud be 
fuperior to his Myfteries, have not the abfolute 
ruin of every law, government, and civil fociety, 
in view ? Has he not feen the Se£t anticipating 
thofe obje&ions which evidence might have fug- 
gefted againft fyftems ftill more wicked than 
ftupid; forewarning the adepts, that independence 
once more reftored among men, it was not to 
meet the fame fate it formerly had, and was 
never to be loft again ; — teaching that mankind, 
having acquired wifdom by its difafters, will re- 
ferable a man corrected of his errors by long 
experience, and who carefully avoids thofe faults 
which were the caufe of his paft misfortunes ? 
Has not the reader heard him proclaim to his 
eleft, that this independence once recovered, the 
empire of the laws and all civil fociety would 
ceafe ; and will he ftill continue to dilbelieve the 

* See the degree of Epopt. 
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cxiftcnce of the moft deliberate and moft dan- 
gerous Confpiracy that ever was formed again ft 
fociety ! 

Should any of my readers be weak enough to 
be feduced by the imaginary fweets of a patri- 
archal life, fo artfully promifed by Weifhaupt, let 
them receive the explanation of that life from 
thefe pretended Apoftles of Nature. 

At my outfet I did not only declare, that the 
deftruftion of civil fociety was the objeft of their 
views j I did not confine myfelf to fayipg, that 
ihould Jacobiniftn triumph every Religion and 
every Government would be overthrown ; but I 
added, that to whatever rank in fociety you may be - 
long, your riches and your fields, your houfes and 
your cottages , even your very wives and children 
would be tom from you*. I alfb rejefted fanaticifm 
and enthufiafm in my own and my reader’s name. 

I have faid it, and, adopting the fimpleft con- 
ftru&ion, do not proofs of the moft extenfive 
plots crowd upon us from the very lefTons of the 
Sed ? Can common fenfe, nay can the ftrongeft 
prejudice, refufe to admit fuch powerful evi- 
dence ? 

Let him who may wifh to preferve his field, of 1 
his houfe, or the fmalleft part of his property, a g a i n ft 
under this patriarchal life, go back to the leffer Pro /’ ert J- 
J\iyfteries j there let him hear the Hierophant 


• Chap, I. 
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teaching the adept, that it would have been 
happy for man, “ Had he known how to pre» 
“ ferve himfelf in the primitive ftate in which 
“ nature had placed him 1 But foon the unhappy 
“ germ developed itfelf in his heart, and reft and 
** happinels difappeared. As families multiplied^ 
“ the neceflary means of fubfiftence began to 
“ fail. The Nomad e or roaming life ceafed-, Property 
“ began j Men tbo/e fixed habitations j Agriculture 
“ brought them together What were in the eyes 
of the Sedt the dreadful confequences of this de- 
viation from the Nomade or Patriarchal life ? — 
Why the Hierophant haftens to tell us, Liberty 
was ruined in its foundations and Equality difap* 
peared. This Patriarchal or Nomade life is then no 
other than that which preceded property, die 
building of fixed habitations , of houfes, cottages, 
or the cultivation of your fields. It was this begin- 
ning of property therefore, the building of habi- 
tations, the cultivation of lands, which (truck the 
firft mortal blow at Equality and Liberty. Should 
any one wilh to return to the Patriarchal or No- 
made life with fuch wretches as thefc apoftles of 
Equality and Liberty, let him begin by renouncing 
his property; let him abandon his houie and- his 
held j let him, in unifon with the Se£t, declare, 
that the firft blafphemy which was uttered againft 
Equality and Liberty was by the man who firft laid 
my field, my houie, my property. 

It 


.:.vm 
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. It . muft be voluntary blindnefi, indeed, in the 
man who will not fee the hatred conceived and die 
Confpiracies entered into by the Sedfc againft titles 
or pretentions to, nay againft the very existence of 
property. It will acknowledge none, nor can it in 
any fhape be compatible with their explanations 
of Equality and Liberty, or with that primitive 
ftate of nature which no more entitles you or me 
to the pofleflion of this gold or filver, or that field, 
than it does a third perfon. 

Here it is not limply the queftion of efta- 
blifhing the Agrarian Laws, where lands, riches, 
and other properties are to be equally diftributed 
among alj; it is not limply to abolifh the dif- 
tinftion of rich and poor ; no, every property is 
to be deftroyed, that of the poor like that of the 
rich. The firft man who was weary of the No- 
made, roaming, vagabond, and lavage life, built a 
cot and not a palace. The firft who furrowed the 
earth was in queft of bread and not of gold ; but 
he neverthelefs, according to the principles of the 
Sc£, was the man who ftruck the firft deadly 
blow at Equality and Liberty. Poor or rich man 
then, according to the dodtrine of the, Scdt, the 
field you have recovered from the wafte, and that 
you have cultivated, belongs to me equally as to 
you, or elfe to nobody j I, though idle, and in- 
aftivc, am entitled to the fruit of your labours; 
I have a right to fhare thofc fruits which you have 

raifed 
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. raifed on the land which I left uncultured. Doe# 
not Equality difappear, whether it be a poor or 
rich man who lhall pretend to be entitled to or 
fay this field is mine, I have that property i If the 
poor man, has a title to his property, has not the 
rich man alfo one ? Treafures and palaces are no 
more property than the cot or cottage. Here an 
IUuminee fpies want, there abundance ; Equality 
and Liberty are every where banifhed ; Defpo- 
tifm or Slavery is univerfal. Neverthelefs, Equa- . 
lity and Liberty in his eyes are the rights of 
Nature, and he beholds them mortally wounded 
on the firft appearance of property, when man 
became ftationary. Poor or rich, you all im- 
brued your hands in this foul affaffination of 
Equality aqd Liberty when you pretended to pro- 
perty; from that inftant you are both involved 
in the curfe pronounced in the myfteries ; you 
are both objects of the Confpiracies of the Seft 
from the firft inftant that you dared afifert your 
right to your habitations whether cots or palaces, 
to your properties whether fields or domains. But 
thefe cannot be the whole of the fecrets; they 
are only thofe of the leffer myfteries. Weifhaupt 
has revealed them to his Epopts ; he referves 
the grander fecrets for his Mage and Man-King ; 

. then let any man rich or poor harbour, if he can, 
a hope of feeing the Seft refpedt his property. 
Or rather, let him behold the Sc6t at prefent 

pil- 
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pillaging the rich in favour of the poor. The lad 
myfteries or ultimate confpiracy will take place $ 
and then the poor man will learn, that if Illumi- 
nilin begins by pillaging the rich,, it is only to 
teach. him that he is no better entitled to his pro- 
perty than the rich man was, and that the time is 
near when he will alfo be pillaged and fyll a vidlim 
to the curfe which has been pronounced againlt 
every proprietor. 

The progreis of this fophifm is worthy of re- 
mark. If we judge by its prelent growth, what 
a gigantic form will it affume for pofterity ! The 
Genevefe Sophifter of Equality and Liberty, an- 
ticipating the modern Spartacus , had already dog- 
matically afferted, " That the man who, having 
f* enclofed a piece of ground, firft took upon 
“ himfclf to fay this is mine , and found beings 
** fimple enough to believe him , was the true foun- 
f* der of civil fociety.” He then continues : — 
5* What crimes, what wars, what murders, what 
c * miferies, what horrors, would that man have 

fpared mankind, who, tearing down the fences or 
c * filling up the ditches of this new enclofure, had 
ct called out to his equals, beware of hearkening 
c< to this impoftor, you are ruined if ever you 
.** forget that the fruits belong to all , though the 
** land belongs to none How many crimes and 


Ipo- 


* Difcourfe on the Inequality of Stations, Vol. II. 
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fpoliations would Roufieau have fpared the French 
Revolution, if, contemning lo difoftrous a para- 
dox, he had laid with more judgment and veracity, 
“ The fiift man who enclofed a piece of land and 
took upon himfelf to lay, tins belongs to nobody r l 
will cultivate it, and from fterile it lhall become 
fertile ; I will follow the courfe which nature lhall 
point out to me, to raife liiftenance for me, my 
wife and children, and this land will become my pro- 
perty. The God of nature, who as yet has given 
it to nobody, offers and will give it to him who 
lhall firft cultivate it in reward for his labour.— 
The firft man who held fuch language, feconding 
the views of nature, and meeting with beings wife 
enough to imitate him, was tbe true. bcnefaSer of 
mankind. He taught his children and his equals, 
that they were not made to difputc die wild fruits 
of the earth one with another, nor with die lavage 
beafts of the foreft ; no, he taught them, that 
there exifted focial and domeftic virtues for pre- 
ferable to the roaming and often ferocious life of 
the Nomades. His pofterity was blefied, his genera* 
tions were muldpled. If it was not in his power 
to avert all the evils, he at leaft deftroyed the firft 
of them, that llerility which ftinted die very 
growth of life and drove the fcanty population of 
the earth into the forefts like wild beafts, and too 
often allimilated them to the lion or the tyger, to 
whom they frequendy fell a prey. 


Had 
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Had the Sophifter of Geneva held this lan* 
guage, he would not have expofed himfelf to the 
ignominy of being the precurforof Weilhaupt. — * 
But human imbecility has lavifhed its praifes on 
this paradox, and have decorated it with the name 
of Philofophy ? The Bavarian Sophifter adopts the 
doftrine of Roufieau, and the delirium of pride 
has only refined on the phrenzy of wickednefs. 
That which in the mouth of the matter had been 
but a paradox in fupport of the wildeft indepen- 
dence, becomes in the fcholar (without diverting 
itfelf of its folly) the blackeft of confpiracies. 

It is now too late to fay, that thofe-were the 
wild chimeras of the Sophiftersj at prefent we 
are compelled to (ay, fuch are the plots contriving 
againtt all and each one’s property, plots which 
have been awfully illuft rated by the fpoliation of 
the Church, of the Nobility, of the Merchants, 
and of all rich proprietors, — Let them be called 
chimeras if you are fo determined j but remember, 
that they are the chimeras of Weifhaupt, of the 
genius of confpiring brigands, of a genius the 
moft fertile in fophifms and artifice for the exe- 
cution of thofe plans fuppofed to be chimerical. 
What Jean Jaques teaches his Sophifters, the mo* 
dern Spartacus infufes into his illuminized legions, 
‘Tbi fruits belong to all , the land to none. He 
farther dates in his dark recefics. When property 
begatty Equality and Liberty dif appeared \ and it 
Vol. III. T 
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is in the name of this Equality and of this Li- 
berty that he confpircs, that he invites his con-' 
fpirators to rcftore mankind to the Patriarchal or 
wandering life. 

Againft I^t not the reader be impofed upon by the 

autbtritj. term Patriarchal life. The Aluminizing Hiero- 
phant (peaks of Abraham and of the Patriarchs, 
of the father prieft and king, foie fovereign over 
his family. He is not to expeft to fee the father 
furrounded by his children, exercifing the fweeteft 
of all dominions, and each child, docile to the 
di&atcs of nature, revering the orders and antici-. 
pating the will of a beloved father. No; this 
empire is as imaginary as his priefthood. We 
have feen in the degree of Mage , that the illu- 
minized Patriarch can no more pretend to the; 
acknowledgment of a God than can an AtheifU- 
We muft then begin by withdrawing from the Pa-r 
triarchal life that interefting light of the father - 
offering up to heaven the prayers of his children, 

. facrificing in their name, and exercifing in the 
midft of them the fun&ions of the prieft: of - 
the living, God. In the next degree of the 
myfteries all his dominion over his children is to 
difappear, as his priefthood has already done*— 
Nor was I afraid to afiert in the beginning of this 
work, If Jacobinifm triumphs — your very children 
JhaU be tarn from you. I now repeat it; -—all 
this pretended fovercignty of the father is but a 
5 con- 
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confpiracy again# the paternal authority. The 
proof# are extant in the codes of the Se&. 

Here again is Weifhaupt deprived of the glory 
of the invention. Roufieau and the Encyclopedifts 
had long iince told us, that tie authority of tko 
father ceafed with the wants of the Jon j this was 
one of their principles of rebellion. The man 
who invented his Illuminifm only to convert it 
Into the common fewer of every antichriftian and 
Antifocial error, could not leave your children in* 
the dark as to thefe lefions of independence, 
though under the fanttuary of the paternal roofs 
ftor with refpeft to the pretended right of go- 
verning themfelves, and of acknowledging no 
other law than that of their reafon, as foon as 
they were ftrong enough to difobey, or no longer 
needed your affiftance. Tell the illuminizing Hie- 
rophant, that your children belong to you; it 
will be ufelefs, for he has already anfwcred, — 
" The paternal authority ceafes with the wants of 
“ the children ; the father would wrong bis children* 
** Jhould he pretend to any authority over them after 
* that period” This is but a principle hud 
down in the leffer myftcries. Follow up the 
confequences, or rather leave it to the revolution 
to developc luch a principle. The reader will 
foon fee to what this authority of the father is 
reduced. Scarcely can the child lifp the words 
Equality and Liberty, or that of Reafon, when 

T a the 
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the commands of his parents become the moft 
horrid defpotifm, oppreflion, and tyranny. — Nor 
is the Patriarchal, fovereign to expett any more 
affection than obedience from his fubjetts or his 
children. In imparting the doftrines of Equality 
and Liberty, the Hierophant had taught them 
to blafpheme the love of. onis family even ftiU 
more than the national love or the love of one's, 
country , as being the more dirett and immediate 
principle of the moft difaftrous Egoifm. Let the 
father then enquire by what bonds his children 
ftiU remain united to him, or how they are fub- 
jetted to him, when, without fear, they may 
openly refift his Patriarchal power as foon as their 
feeble arms have acquired fufficient ftrength to 
gather the fruits which were to ferve them as 
food. No, this hellifh Sett acknowledges no ties. 
All thole of nature, as well as thofe of govern- 
ment or religion, were to be diffolved in Weif- 
haupt’s laft myfterics. The child, like the favage 
tyger of the foreft, was to abandon his parents 
when ftrong enough to go alone in queft of his 
prey. And this is what the Sett cklls reftoring 
man to his primitive ftate of nature, to the Patri- 
archal life, to thole days when filial piety com-, 
penfated for all the necefiary laws of civil fociety. 
Yes, it is by the moft abandoned depravation of 
all morals, by the extinction of the . pureft and 
jufteft fentiments of nature, that thefe confpira- 
6 \ tors 
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tors conlummate their lift myfteries. In the name 
of Equality and Liberty, they abjure the love and 
authority of their country j in that name they curie 
the authority and love of their own family .- 
As I proceed in revealing thele plotsj I know 
not whether the reader does not frequently alk 
himfelf. What then can thefe men want ? , Have 
they not fortunes to preferve in our ftate of fo- 
ciety ? Have they not children in their families ? 
Can they be confpiring againft themfelves ? or, 
are they ignorant that their confpiracies will fall, 
back upon themfelves ! — Thofe who can propofe 
fuch queftions are little acquainted with the en- 
thufiafm of error when inflated by the fpirit of 
independence and pride, of impiety and jealouly. 
They have not, like us, heard the cant of the 
-heroes, demi-heroes, and fans-culottes of the re- 
volution— They will be equal and free j they will 
it above all things. — It muft coft them many fa- 
crifices, but they are ready to make them — They 
will lofe their fortunes in the purfuit, but you will 
not preferve yours- — He that ferved will become 
the equal, nor will he recognize either God or 
man above him.— Have we not feen the prince of 
the fallen angels exclaiming in his pride, 

-< — Here at lead 
We fliall be free ; — 

Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, tho’ in hell ; 

Better to reign in hell, than Jirvt in heaven. 

. T 3 It 
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It is not to one of Weifhaupt’s adepts that the 
ties of nature are to be objects. He muft be as 
heedlefs of the duty he owes to his parents as of 
the affe&ion due to his children, or the baleful 

I 

tonfcquences of the myfteries cannot affcft him. 
Can the reader have forgotten the precept laid 
down for the Infimlators or Recruiters!-— The prin- 
ciples i look always to the principles , never to the con - 
Jequences. Or, in othej words, ftrenuoufly fupport 
and infift upon thefe great principles of Equality 
and Liberty ; never be frightened or flopped by 
the confequences, however difaftrous they may 
appear. Thefe wretches, blinded by their pride, 
do not know, then, that one fingle confequence 
proved to be falfe, contrary to nature, or hurtful 
to mankind, is a fufficient demonftration that both 
nature and truth hold the principle in deteftation 
as the prime mover of thefe difafters. Thefe 
madmen, with all the confidence of an atheiflical 
Condorcet, when once become the adepts of 
Weifhaupt, will- exclaim even in the very tribune 
of the National Affembly, Perijh the univerfe t but 
let the principle remain ! They will not fee, that 
this principle of Equality and Liberty, devaluating 
human nature, cannot be an Equality and Liberty 
congenial to mankind. Thefe unhappy men fell 
victims, perifhing under the axe of thefe dis- 
organizing principles, and fpend their lafl breath 
in crying, Efuality and Liberty for ever . No j they 

are 



TfK ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY. 

are all ignorant of the power of error ftimulated 
by pride, who could think of counteracting the 
plots of the SeCt by the cries of nature, or even 
by the ielf-intereft of the illuminized adept.— 
They have not fufficiently comprehended the 
artifice with which the Hierophant infinuates, vi- 
vifies, and inflames the enthufiaflic zeal of his 
adepts. 

( The reader may reft allured, that villany never 
flumbers j it watches inceflantly the opportunity 
for the completion of its views. It will perfuade 
the imbecile adept, that all his wants are, to dis- 
appear on the eftablifhment of the reign of Equa- 
lity and Liberty j that he will be as free- from 
wants as the lavage ; that Nature fhall provide for 
them i and this heedlefs adept thirfls after fuch an 
Equality. If the adept ruflian be taught that the 
fruits belong to all , though the land to none, he will 
eafily find means of obtaining his ihare. 

But am I really thinking of reconciling the 
adepts with their plots ? What is it to them whe- 
ther you fee any agreement between them or 
not ? Villany, we all know, is replete with con- 
tradictions i but is it the lefs wicked on that ac- 
count, or are its crimes lels real ? In vain would 
the reader objeCt and fay. What can thefe men 
want with their monftrous Equality, with their 
plots againlt our civil laws, our title to even 
the name of property ? Muft we then, to 

T 4 pleafe 
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plcafe them, abandon our habitations; muft we 
renounce all arts and fciences, and end with burn- 
ing our cities, towns, and villages, to follow them 
in herds like the favage and Nomade clans ? — 
Are half the inhabitants of the globe to be 
flaughtered, the better to fcatter thefe roaming 
herds ? What can be the objett of thole arts 
and fciences, and' particularly of thofe Minerval . 
academies of Illuminifm ? Can it be for the pro- 
pagation of fcience, or the involving mankind 
again in the difafters of barbarifm, that all this pa- 
rade of fcience is made ? Can thefe Illuminees re- 
ferable the Goths, Huns, or Vandals ? And is 
Europe once more threatened with an inundation 
of barbarians like thofe which formerly {allied 
.from the North?— -In anfwering fuch queftions, 
the reader may expett that I would put certain 
reftrittions on the views of the Sett ! Nothing 
like a reftrittion or qualification. No ; you muft 
renounce all the arts, all the fciences j you muft 
begin by firing your habitations, not only your 
palaces, but your cities, towns, and villages, in 
lhort all your fixed habitations, unlefs you ftop 
the disorganizing career-of the Sett. Yes, where- 
ever its legions lhall be at liberty to att and 
accomplifh the grand objett of the Sett, there 
you may expett to fee thofe Scenes of plunder, 
rapine, and devaluation, which heretofore traced 
the awful progrefs of the Huns, Goths, or Van- 
dals i 
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dais; and this inference is fairly drawn from the 
very Code of the Se£t. 

Has not the reader heard the Hierophant in- 
finuating the defigns of the Seft upon the arts 
and fciences ? Has he not taught the adept to 
anfwer, when afked what misfortunes reduced 
human nature to flavery, that it was civil fociety , 

# the JlatCy governments, and fciences ? Has he not 
heard him exclaim. When fhalf the day come 
when, the clod of ufelefs fciences banifhed from the 
earth , man ihall recognize no other but the 
favage or nomade ftate, and which the Se£t ftyles 
patriarchal, primitive, natural ? Has he not de- 
clared, that the happinels and glory of the Seft 
would be at its zenith when, beholding thole 
happy days, it could fay, S this is our work? ( Wenn 
die befchleuntgung diefer periode , unfer werk ijl* ?) 
Are we to-be duped by the name of Minerval 
Academies, with which the Se6t decorates its 
fchools ? Can we oblerve there any other ftudy 
than that of applying the fciences to the fub- 
-verfion of fcience, as well as to the total annihi- 
lation of all religion or fociety, when we. remark 
the anxiety with which the Seft puts the following 
queftions to the adept on his coming out of thefe 
academies, wilhing to know what progrefs he has 
made in its principles before he is admitted to the 
illuminized priefthood : 

• See above, the Prince iUuminee. 

« Do 
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« Do the general and common fciences to which 
« f men apply infufe real light? Do they lead 
« to true happinefs ? Are they not rather the 
« { offspring of variegated wants, op of the anti- 
“ natural ftate in which men exift ? Are they 
•* not the invention of crazy brains laborioufly 
«* fubtle*?” The reader has heard thefe ques- 
tions, he has heard the Se£t blafpheme fcience, 
and will he ftill believe that Illuminifm recognizes 
any other fciences but thofe of the man-favage 
equal 'and free, roaming in the forefts? Have 
not the revolutionary devaftations, the multitude 
of monuments fallen beneath the hatchet of the 
Jacobin brigand, already demonftrated the frantic 
hatred of the modem Vandals ? But the myfterie* 
elucidate this enigma in a clearer manner. 

Reader, give vent to your indignation. Aik 
again. What can this Weifhaupt be ! What are 
thefe adepts of Illuminifm ? Treat them as bar- 
barians, as Huns, or Oftrogoths ; but fee him 
finding at your contempt, and teaching his 
adepts to honour themfelves by imitating, and 
glory in the hope of hereafter furpafling, the 
difaftrous devaftations of thofe barbarians.—— 

* Befordern die gemeine wifienfehaften warhafte aufkla- 
rung, wahre menfchliche gliickfeligkeit ; oder find fie viel- 
mehr kinder der noth, der verfielfaltigten bediirfnifle, des 
wiedematiirlichen zuilandes erfindungen fpitzfindiger eider 
kopfe? 


Do 
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Do you know in what light the illuminizing le- 
giflator views thefe northern clans Tallying from 
their forefts and defolating the moft flourilhing 
countries of Europe, firing its towns, beating 
down its empires, and ftrewing the . earth with 
ruins? He complacently beholds the precious 
remains of the patriarchal race, the true offspring 
of Nature ; it is with their hatchets that he means 
to regenerate mankind, and ihape them out to 
the views of the Se&. 1 did not note the lelfons 
of die Hierophant on this fubjedt, when lefturing 
the future Epopt. — — Hear the account which 
Weifhaupt gives of thefe clans, when he pretends 
to hiftorify human nature, at that epoch marked 
in the annals of Europe as a fcourge, and called 
the inundation of the barbarians. Here is his 
defeription: 

At that period when all Europe had fallen a 
prey to corruption, ** Nature, which had pre- 
** ferved the true race of men in its original 
“ vigor and purity, came to the affiftance of 
** mankind. From diftant, but poor and fterile 
* c countries, lhe calls thole Javage nations and 
V fends them into the regions of luxury and 
<c voluptuoufnefs, to infufe new life into the ener- 
,r vated fpecies of the fouth } and with new laws 
“ and morals to reftore that vigour to human 
■** nature which flouriihed until an ill-extinguifhed 
* c germ of corruption infe&ed even that portion 

of 
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«. of mankind which originally arrived in fo pure 
“ a date,” or thofe barbarians the pretended re- 
generators of Europe fent by Nature. 

Such are the encomiums lavilhed by the Sed 
on the Goths and Vandals. You thought it 
would be offending this illuminized tribe to com- 
pare them to barbarians; whereas they glory 
in the compariion. Hiftory has defcribed thefe 
northern clans as carrying every where fire and 
fword, as ravaging countries, firing towns, de- 
ftroying the monuments of the arts, depopulating 
empires ; their courfe is to be traced by ruins 
and waftes, and in their train appear ignorance 
and the iron age. But in the eyes of the adept 
this is not the exceptionable part of their con- 
dud; on the contrary, it was by fuch means 
that they were to regenerate mankind, and fecond 
the grand objed of nature. Thefe barbarians 
leave the regeneration in an imperfed ftate ; in 
time they adopt our ufages and manners ; they 
are civilized; the plains rife once more in fertile 
crops ; fociety is re-eftablilhed ; fcience returns ; 
the arts flourifh under the protedion of the laws ; 
towns are re-peopled ; the Javage and primitive 
race, confounded among the citizens, is fubjeded 
to the fame laws, and governments acquire their 
priftine luftre. 

Here, in the eyes of the adept, is the grand 
crime of thefe barbarians; the Hierophant, de- 
ploring 
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ploring their fall, exclaims, “ Oh had there re- 
“ mained any fages among them, happy enough 
“ to have preferred themfelves from the conta- 
“ gion, how would they ligh after, and ardently 
ct wifh to return to the former abodes of their 
c * anceftors, there again to enjoy their former 
“ pleafures on the banks of a rivulet, under the 
** fhade of a tree landen with fruit, by the fide of 
u the object of their affections ! It was then that 
c< they conceived the high value of Liberty, and 
c< the greatnefs of the fault they had committed in 
“ placing too much power in the hands of one 
** man — It Was then that the want of. Liberty 
<l made them fenfible of their fall, and feek 
u means of foftening the rigour of flavery; — but 
“ even then their efforts were only aimed againft 
f * the tyrant, and not againft tyranny.” 

It is thus that the infidious and declaiming So- 
phifter, but able Confpirator, leads the adept 
through the labyrinth of the lefler myfteries, not 
barely to imitate thefe barbarians, but to furpafi 
their devouring rage, by conftapcy, perfeverance, 
and the perpetuation of their devaftations. Thus 
are to be explained all thole queftions on the 
danger of reconquering Equality and Liberty only 
to lofe them again. Hence thofe exhortations 
“ to unite and fupport each other ; to increafe 
“ their numbers ; and to begin by becoming 
** powerful and terrible — You have already done 
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« it, . for the multitude fides with you— The 
** wicked, who fear you, feek protection beneath 
“ your banners— Henceforward your ftrength 
“ will be fufficient to bind the remainder of man* 

“ kind, fubjugate them, and ftifle pice in its ori- 
“ ginV’ 

Such will be the explanation of the revolution- 
ary rage and madnefs which has levelled benCath 
its blows fuch a multitude of majeftic and inva- 
luable monuments of the arts and fcicnces— The 
cry of indignation riling from every daft fufpends 
for a moment the fanguinary Crimes of the Jaco- 
bin Vandal, and he even pretends to weep. — < 
Wait, and the laft myfteries (hall be accomplilh- 
ed ; wait, and you fliall fee the awful bodings of. 
the Hierophant fulfilled, and with fire and fword 
fhall he annihilate your laws, your fciences and arts, 
and erafe your towns and habitations. 

Here in particular is to be found the origin of” 
that revolutionary ferocity, that third: of blood, 
thole infatiable profcriptions, thofe inceflant exe- 
cutions, and finally thofe banilhments more art- 
folly cruel than the relentlefs guillotine. Yes, the 
time draws near when they lhall bind the bands, 
fubjugate , and crufb in their origin, what the SeCb 

calls the wicked , , or, in other words, all who are 

* 

* Nun feyd ihr ftark genug den noch iibrigen reft die hands 
zu binden, fie zu unterwerfen, und die boflieit eher in ihrem 
keime zu erfticken. 

proof 
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proof againft their vile efforts j the time for Julju,- 
gating and dejbroying every citizen zealous in the 
caufe of Religion, or wilhing to fupport the laws, 
civil fociety, or property. Like Huns and Van- 
dals, the Sett has begun its career ; but it will 
carefully avoid terminating it like them ; the de- 
vaftations of its followers lhall be perpetuated, and 
they will be Vandals to the laft, until Religion, 
property, and the laws lhall be irrecoverably loft. 
Such atrocious plots are only the confequences of 
the leffer myfteries ; but truft the author of the 
Sett, the modern Spartacus, for the farther deve- 
lqpement of them. Has he not told you, that his 
laft myfteries were but the confequences, a clearer 
and more abfolute expofition of the foregoing fe- 
crets of the Order? He informed you, that na- 
. tions, together with their laws and locial inftitu- 
tions, lhall vanilh, and that they lhall difappear 
before the all-powerful arm of his adepts, or his 
modern Vandals. What new fecret then remains 
to be difeovered, unlels it be that no time lhall 
blunt the fword or flack the unrelenting fury of 
his profelytes ; that they lhall perfevere until the 
end of time in their Vandalifm, left Religion, lo- 
ciety, fcience, arts, the love of one’s country, and 
relpett for property, Ihould Ihoot forth again, and 
ovcrlhadow the venemaus growth of his Illumini- 
ied Equality and Liberty ? 


But 
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But Spartacus is not to be contented with thefe- 
laft fecrets of the Confpiracy; his pride cannot 
endure that others fhould ufurp the glory of the- 
invention. Hitherto we have feen him play upon 
the credulity of his adepts, inflame their zeal* 
and acquire their relpeft by the pretended anti- 
quity of his Order ; and fucceffively attribute the - 
honour of inftituting his myfteries to the children 
of the Patriarchs, the Sages, even to the God of 
Chriftianity, and to the founders of the Mafonic 
Lodges. But now the time is come when the 
adept, initiated in the higher myfteries, is fup- 
pofed to be fufficiently enthufiaftic in his admira- 
tion of the Order for the chiefs no longer to fear 
to difcloje the real biftory of Illuminifm *. Here 
they inform him, that this fecret fociety, which 
fo artfully led him from myftery to myftery, 
which has with fuch perfevering induftry rooted 
from his heart every principle of Religion, all 
falfe ideas of love of the country or affedtion for 
his family, all pretenfions to property, to the ex- 
clufive right to riches, or to the fruits of the 
earth ; this fociety, which took fuch pains to de- 
monftrate the tyranny and defpotifm of all that he 
calls the laws of empires j this fociety, which has 
declared him free, and teaches him that he has no 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Letter from Knigge to 
Zwack. 


fovereign 
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fovcreign but himfelf, no rights to rcfpeft in 
Others, but thofe of perfeft Equality, of ablolute 
Liberty, and of the moft entire independence. 
This fociety is not the offspring of an ignorant and 
fuperftitious antiquity, it is that of modern philo- 
lophyj in a word, it is of our own invention. The 
' true father of Illuminifm is no other than Spartacvs 

Weishaupt. 

We may alfo perceive by marty of Weifhaupt’s 
letters, that this latter part of the fecret, which at- 
tributed to him the whole honour of the invention, 

; - . always remained a myftery to the greater part of 
! his Mages and Men- Kings. Thofe alone who, 
tinder the title of Areopagites, formed the grand 
• Council of the Order, were to be made acquainted 
, ttith the real chief and founder, except in certain 
cafes where an adept was judged worthy of fo dif- 
. «inguifhed a mark of confidence *. Whatever 
merit the adept might boaft, Weifhaupt knew no 
higher recompence than to. tell him in the end, 
** This general overthrow of the Altar, of the 
'"Throne, and of all Society, is a conception of my 
. . own •, to me and to me alone is due the whole 
glory.” 

1 I have revealed the difaftrous fecrets of IUumi- 
1 nifm j I have laid open the preparation and pro- 
I grefEve degrees, the long chain of artifice, by 

I * Original Writings, Vol. !• Let. 25, .to Cato. 

I Vol. III. U 


which 
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which the Sed prepares its adepts for thelaft myf- 
teries to behold them ftript of their veil without 
ihuddering, and to embrace them with enthufiaf- 
tic ardour.— We muft either commit the Code of 
the Sed to the flames, and deny the truth of its 
annals even refufe the evidence of the familiar 
correfpondence of Sport acus - Weilhaupt the. foun- 
der, and of PMo-Knigge the principal Compiler 5 
and difpute all the agreements of its moil ar- 
duous co-operators j or elfe we.muft wait, as the 
only poflible demonftration, the entire and fatal 
execution of thefe difaflrous plots, before we pofi,-> 
lively pronounce, that the foie objcd of their in- 
fernal plans and of their frantic wiflies is no other 
than the total overthrow of every Altar, of every 
Throne or Magiflracy » the annihilation of all au- 
thority, and of all civil or religious fociety * the 
deftrudion of property whether in the hands of 
the rich or of the poor j and the very arts, and 
iciences, which can only be cultivated in civil fo-! 
ciety, are to be bsnUhed from the face of the eattth. 
Equality and Liberty , together with the moft abfo- 
lute independence, are to be the fubftituteff^br all 
rights and all property : Our morals and fociaj in- 
tercoiirfe are to. make place for the favage, vaga- 
bond, roaming life, which the Sed alternately 
decorates with the name of Numade and of Patriar- 
chal. The means to be employed in operating 
this change will be found in the artifice, deceit, 

illu- 
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illufion and wickednefs which the Sophifrers are 

mafters of, until the force of numbers lhall have 

declared for the Sedtj but when at length, power- 

fiif in numbers, the Se£t (hall have acquired 

ftrength, it (hall not only bind hands> Jubjugate t 

murder, ravage, and renew all the horrors and 

atrocities of the barbarians of the North, but alfo 

furpafs thole Vandals in the arts of deftru&ion, and 

without pity or diftin&ion butcher all that part of 

mankind that lhall dare to oppofe the progrels of 

the Se6t, prefume to heave a figh over the ruins 

of religion, fociety, or property, or attempt to 

raife them from their alhes.— If I have not proved 

that fuch are the wiflies, the fecret machinations 

of the Se£t and of its flagitious principles, let me 

be informed what is to be underftood by proof, or 

what is to. be the operation of evidence on the 

human mind.— Were it poffible that any of my 

readers frill confoled themfelves with the idea that 

the frantic extravagance of tbefc plots furpaffed 

their wickednefs, let them remember that I have 

• 

frill fomething more to fay. — I have frill to inves- 
tigate the laws and interior government of the 
Se6t, laws adopted for the deftrudtion of every 
Other law or government, and that it might here- 
after prove, that however monftrous the objeft of 
the plots of the Se<ft may be, it was far from being 
chimerical. 


U 2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Tenth and laft Part of the Code of the lllummees 
Government of the Order— -General Idea of that 
Government, and of the Share which the Inferior 
Clajfes of Illuminifm bear in it. 

Of the It is not enough for the founder of a Se£t of 
and coT Confpirators to have fixed the precife objeft of 
le&ive his plots, the trials and degrees through which 
ment ra * adepts are to rife infenfibly to the acquifition 
of the 0 f his profoundeft myfteries. His accomplices 
mu(t form but one body animated by one fpiritj 
its members muft be moved by the fame laws, 
under the infpe&ion and government of the fame 
chiefs, and all muft' tend toward the fame object. 
Such a genius as Weilhaupt’s could not be fuf- 
pefted of having overlooked in his Code fo im- 
portant a mean of fuccefs. From what I have 
already faid, the reader will have obferved what 
connection and fubordination fubfifted in the gra- 
dation of his myfteries •, how all the adepts of a 
given town formed, notwithstanding the inequality 
of their degrees, but one and the fame academy of 
Confpirators, while each one laboured Separately 
at the overthrow of religion and the laws in the 
ftate in which he dived. In this academy the Can- 
S didate 
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didate and the Novice are under the direction of 
the Infmuatory who introduces them into the Mi- 
nerval Lodges ; thefe Lodges are governed by the 
Minor lllumineeSy who in their turn are infpe&ed by 
the Major Illuminees. Next to thefe preparatory 
degrees follow the intermediary or Mafonic de- 
gree, called the Scotch Knight ; and his power ex- 
tends on the one fide over the Major Illuminees , and 
on the other over the Illuminized Mafons j or, in 
general, over all that part of the Order ftiled in 
the Code the lower part of the edifice. After thefe 
we meet the Epopts and Regents or Princes of the 
leffer myfteries, and laftly, in the higher myfte- 
ries, the Mage and Man-King. 

The aggregate of all thefe degrees forms a 
complete academy of Confpirators, and impen- 
dent ruin threatens the country where fuch a one 
exifts. The Magiftrate and the Citizen may ex- 
pert to fee his property and his religion anni- 
hilated. The Se£t recognizes no country but the 
univerfe, or rather acknowledges none j the very 
term country is a blafphemy againft the rights of 
man, againft Equality and Liberty. What each 
member in his particular, academy performs by 
himfelf, is performed throughout all of them by the 
Seft in general, and the combined efforts of the 
whole are regularly directed toward the concerted 
plan of devaftation. The Miners have received 
their inftruftions, that each may bore his fubterra- 
, U 3 neous 
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neons galleries, and lodge the chamber of his mines 
in fuch a manner that partial explofions may for- 
ward- the views of the Sed, without endamaging 
the grand chamber, which fhall involve the whole 
world in the premeditated explofion of univerfal 
cfeftrudion. To produce this effed, general laws 
and mutual communications, common chiefs and* 
directors are requifite. Each Conlpirator, when- 
ever his field of adion may lie, muft be certain 
that he ads in concert with his Brethren, that he 
will not be crofled in his plans, but on the con- 
trary meet every where with fupport aiid corre- 
Iponding agents. 

Weilhaupt was aware, that the farther the fphere 
of disorganization was to extend, the more perfed 
Jhould be the organization of his power. The 
more eager he was to call down univerfal anarchy, 
and make it take place of all laws, the more did 
he wifti to eftablilh Subordination, and concen- 
trate the forces of the Order, the better to dired 
its motions. To accomplifli this, the oath of im- 
plicit obedience to Superiors was not enough.— 
It was notfufficient for the adept to have blindly 
fubmitted his life and fortune to the delpotic 
power of unknown chiefs, ihould they ever fulped 
him of treachery or rebellion. The Superiors 
themfelves were to 'be bound by laws and princi- 
ples common to all, that they might proceed in aH 
. points by a regular and uniform impulfe. 


Jt 
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It coft Weilhaupt much meditation before Wcif- 
he could perfedt his plan of government as he dfdate”on 
wifhed. Five years after the eftablilhment of the thebws 
Sedt, he writes «* This machine of ours mufi be V ernment 
“ Jo perfectly fimple that a child could dirett it 
and ftill later he writes, “ allow me time to digeft 
“ my (peculations, that I may properly marfhal 
** ouf forces 

So preoccupied was Weilhaupt with his (pecu- 
lations on the government of the Seft, that all his 
letters written to his principal adepts are replete 
with his maxims and political counfels. One mud 
have heard or read them one’s felf to credit the ■* 
deep-laid villany of his means and his infernal 
policy. Here is an example: 

In the fame letter which I have juft quoted of 
the 15 Afphandar 1151 he gives two rules to be 
, inferted among the inftrudtions of the Areopa- 
gites — The one, jto be on the referve with Candi- 
dates from among the clafs of the rich , becaufe that 
fort of men, proud, ignorant , averfe to labour , and 
impatient of fubordination , only feek admiffion to 
our myfteries in order to make them an objedt of 
ridicule and mockery ; the other, ijoTto take the 
fmalleft pains to prove, that Illuminffm is in the 
foie poffefiion of the true Mafortry, becaufe the befi 

• Letters to Cato, 15th March 1781, and 16th February 
1782. 

_ ' U,4 pofftble 
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pojjtble demonfir at ion is to give none. Let Weilhaupt 
himfelf explain a third law, which is to make apart 
of his political collection. 

“ That we may be uncontrolled in our difcourfe y 
<c let our pupils remark :, that the Superiors enjoy a 
“ great latitude in that re/pebl ; that we Jomelimes 
“ /peak in one way , Jometimes in another j that we 
** often queftion with great afiurance only to found 
“ the opinions of our pupils, and to give them 
** an opportunity of Ihowing it by their anfwers* 
“ This fubterfuge repairs many errors. Let us 
always fay, that the end will difcover which of 
“ our obfervations conveys our true fentiments. — > 
r ‘ Thus we may fpeak fometimes in one way, at 
“ others in a quite different one, that we may 
never be embarrafled, and that our real fenti- 
te ments may always be impenetrable to our in-r 
“ feriors. Let this be allb inferted in the in- 
“ ft ruCtions, etiam hoc injeratur infirublioni. It 
“ would ftill have a better effeCt, if you gave in 
“ charge to our Major llluminees to vary their 
<c converfation with their inferiors, for the above 
cc reafons, ex rationibu's Jupra diffis.” Thefe infec- 
tions of Latin are from Weifhaupt, who frequent- 
ly makes, ufe of that language in his letters. It is 
immediately after having given thefe principles of 
government to the Areopagites, the chief fupe- 
riors of his Illuminifm, that Weilhaupt adds, ** I 
“ entreat that the maxims which are fo often to 

« be 
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c * be found in my letters may not be loft. Colleft 
u them for the ufe of our Areopagites, as they 
** are not always prefent to my mind. With 
** time they might form an excellent political de- 
“ gree. Philo has long fince been employed 
“ about it. Communicate alfo your private in- 
** ftruftions to each other, which may in time 
“ grow into an uniform Code. Read them at- 
€e tentively, that they may become familiar to 
“ you. Though I know them well and pra&ife 
“ them (and auch darnach handle ) they would take 
*f me too much time to digeft them fyftemati- 
* c cally. Thefe maxims once engraven in your 
** mind, you will enter better into my plans, and 
ft you will proceed more conformably to my mode 
*' of operation 

Let the reader alfo profit of thefe inftruflions. 

They muft bear evidence in my behalf while re- 
vealing all the monftrous artifices of the remain- 
ing part of the Illuminized Code. From thefe 
long meditated combinations, fprang forth that 
chain of laws which was to direct each Illuminee 
in all his proceedings* 

We firft remark in this government, as a means General 
of fubordination, a general divifion of command, fu ^P rdl_ 
as well as of locality. Each department has a and gra- 
. particular Lodge for its adepts j each Mnerval f h a “°u p ef 
Lodge, has a Superior from among the preparatory r i° rs * 

♦ Letter to Cato, 15th March, 1781. 
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clafs, under the infpe&ion of the intermediary 
clafs. In the fecond place, we find the diviiion 
into diftri&s which contain feveral Lodges, all 
which as well as the Prefect are under the direc- 
tion of the fuperior of the diftriffc whom the Order 
calls Dean. He is alfo fubjefted to the Provin- 
cial, who has the infpeftion and command over all 
the lodges and deanries of the province. Next in 
rank comes the National Superior, who has full 
powers over all within his nation. Provincials* 
Deans, Lodges, &c. &c. Then comes the fu- 
preme council of the Order, or the Areopagites, 
prefided over by the real General of Illuminifm. 
Corre- The fame Hierarchy is preferved in their com- 
ofthefa-* mun i cat i° ns * The fimple Ilium inee correlponds 
periors with his immediate fuperior, the latter with his 
riors! nfe " P catt > and thus gradually afeending to the Na- 
tional Superiors. Thefe latter are in direfb cor- 
refpondence with the Areopagites j and they alone 
are acquainted with their refidence. In this coun- 
cil there is always a member whole particular of- 
fice is to receive and anlwer their letters, and to 
tranfmit orders, which gradually defeend to the 
perfon or perfons who are the objefb of them.— 
The Areopagites alone are entrufted with the name 
and refidence of the General, excepting in cafes 
which I have already noticed, where particular 
confidence or remarkable fcrvices have gained for 
6 an 
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an adept the fignal honour of knowing and ap- 
proaching the modern Spartacus. 

It is eafy to perceive, from the very regulations Itsobjeft. 
of the firft degrees, how voluminous this corre- 
fpondence muft be. Each brother, in the firft place, 
as the natural Scrutator of his co-adepts and of the 
prophane, is bound to tranfmit at lcaft one letter 
each month, with a ftatement of all the obferva- 
tions he has made, whether favourable or detri- 
mental to the Order. He is alfo to give an account 
of the progrefs which himfelf and his brethren 
have made j of the orders he has received, and of 
their execution ; and he is each month to inform 
his higher fuperiors whether he is pleafed with the 
conduit of his immediate fuperior. Each brother 
Infinuator is to report the progrefs of his Candir 
dates, and the profpeit he has of adding to their 
number. Next, to fwcll the volume, come all 
the portraits of the adepts, the extraits of tablets 
or daily obfervations made on the friends or ene- 
mies of the Order: alfo the minutes of initiations, 
the charaiters and lives of the initiated, the re- 
turns made by the Lodges, thofe by the Su- 
periors, and an infinity of other articles which 
the Dluminee is bound to make known to his 
chiefs. — • All this occurs without noticing the 
numberlcfs orders and inftruitions which are per- 
petually tranfmitting to the inferiors. 


Befide 
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Itsgrada- Befide the fecret language already explained, 
and of which the grand object Was to render this 
correfpondence unintelligible to the prophane,'the 
' SeCt had fecret means of tranfmitting their letters, 
left they might be intercepted. The Order ftyles 
thefe letters relative to their illuminifm Quibus 
Licet' $ (or to thofe who have a right). The origin 
of this appellation is the direction of thefe letters 
which confifts of the two words Quibus Licet or 
limply the initials L. When, therefore, we 
find in the Original Writings, that fuch an adept 
has been fined in fuch a month for having neg- 
lected his L. it muft be understood that he 
let fuch a month pafs without writing to his fupe- 
riors *, 

When the letter contains fecrets or complaints 
which the adept choofes to keep from the know- 
ledge of his immediate fuperior, he adds to the 
direction Soli or Primo ( to him alone , to thefirft ) : 
this letter will then be opened by the Provincial. 
the National Superior , or will reach the Areopagites : 
or General , according to the rank of the perform 
from whom it comes. 


Powers of Next to thefe general means of graduated cor— 
gree re-" refpondence, come the meetings proper to eadm- 
ipeding degree, and thqir refpeCtive powers. We have=-- 
refpond- a ^ reac ty Seen, that thofe of the Minerval academy 
ence. are regularly held twice a month. The Mima — 
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‘iHuminees, who arc the Magiftrates of this de- 
gree, and the Major Illuminee, or the Scotch 
Knight , who prefides in them, have no diredt 
lhare in the government, farther than to infpeft 
the ftudies and watch over the conduct of the 
young Minervals , and report to the lodges of 
the Major Iiluminees. It is in that degree that 
the authority begins to extend beyond the limits 
of the aflembly. It is to the Major Iiluminees 
that all the tablets or inftrudtions relative to the 
brethren of Minerva are fent. Here thefe ftate- 
ments are digefted, and receive additions and 
notes, before they are forwarded to the aflembly 
of the next fuperior degree. Here are judged 
and determined the promotions of the Novices. 
Minervals , and Minor Iiluminees j and alfo all 
differences and contefts which may arife in the 
inferior degrees, unlefs the importance of the de- 
bate be fuch as to require the interference of a 
: higher tribunal. They are the guardians of the 
firft tablets and reverfal letters of the brethren. — 
As to what knowledge a Major Illuminee may 
have acquired either relative to other fecret focie- 
ties, or to employments or dignities which might 
be obtained for adepts, he is bound to report it 
to his lodge, which will note it, and inform the 
aflembly of the Directing Iiluminees or Scotch 
Knights*. > 

* Degree of Major Illuminee, Inftruftion 4th. 

When 
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When treating of the intermediary degree of 
Scotch Knight, I gave an account of their particu- 
lar fiinftions, and elpecially their charge of Juper- 
int ending the Mafonic Lodges. The part they aft 
in the general government of the Order chiefly 
con (ids in hearing all the Quibus Licet s of the pre- 
paratory dalles read in their chapters, even thole 
of the Novices which had already been opened by 
the officers of the Minerval fchool: the latter 
having only the power of deciding provifionally 
on theie letters. 

The authority which the Scotch Knights exer- 
cife over this correfpondence feems to give ftill 
more propriety to their denomination of inter- 
mediary degree. Their ghtibus Licets are direftly 
lent to the Provincial Lodge, which is compofed 
entirely of adepts initiated in the myfteries of the 
Order. But the Knights read all letters coming 
from the preparatory clals which have not the 
diftinftion of Primo or Soli. They claffify and 
make extrafts from all the Quibus Licets of leffer 
importance coming from the inferior degrees, and 
fend the general extraft to the Provincial. To 
thefe extrafts they fubjoin a circumftantial account 
of every thing that is going forward in the lodges 
of the preparatory clals, to which they tranfmit 
all the orders coming from the adepts initiated in 
the myfteries, even from thofe of the higfieft de- 
grees with the very names of which they are un- 
acquainted. 


1 
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acquainted, and thus conftitute a link between the 
xwo extremities *. 

Both the intermediary and preparatory claflcs, 
however, form but the lower part of the edifice. 
The Prefects of the Chapters of the Scotch Knights 
are rather tools than fuperiors ; they receive their 
impulfe from the higher myfteries. It is there that 
the grand polity of the Order is to be fought for 
in the inftruftions laid down for the Epopt and the 
Regent, and thefe are the inftru£tions which, be- 
ginning with thofe of the Epopt, demand our ut- 
moft attention. 

* See this degree. Infraction the 2d, No. 2. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Of the Government and Political Injlr unions for the 
Epps. 

objeaof Enlighten nations ; that is to fay, efface 

ftru<2ious. f rom the minds of the people what we call re- 
ligious and political prejudices j make yourfclf 
mafter of the public opinion ; and, this empire 
once eftablilhed, all the conftitutions which go- 
vern the world will difappear. — — Such are the 
grand means, fuch the hopes, on which Weifhaupt 
has been obferved in his myfteries to have 
grounded his hopes of fuccefs. We have feen 
even the fciences involved in the vortex of'his 
conlpiracies. They were to be fwept into the 
common mals of ruin with religion, laws. Princes, 
nations, our towns and ftationary habitations. — 
Vandalifm and the era of barbarifm were to be 
revived, and fcience was to be reduced to that 
of the nomade and favage clans equal and free. 
This gigantic mals of deftru&ion could be the 
operation but of a general corruption and per- 
verfion of the public opinion, which is itfeif 
dependent on fcience, or at leaft upon the repu- 
tation of wifdom and knowledge which he pof- 

feffes 
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fefies* who pretends to inftrudt us. To prepare 
the attack, therefore, it was neceflary to make 
the fciences ferve under the banners of the Sedt 
in the caufe of their own annihilation, and through 
their means captivate the public opinion in favour 
of the Sedt. Its errors once triumphant, and every, 
thing dear and facred to man vandalized and over* 

. thrown j fciences would of themfelves Ihrink back * 

and vanilh from before the man favage and free. 

Such were the fruits of Weifhaupt’s meditations, 
fuch the fpirit which dictated the laws given to his 
Epopts. This degree was to extend the conquefts 
of the Sedt over public opinion by fciencc, or, in 
other words, to difpcnfe its anti-religious and anti- 
, focial dodlrines under the bewitching name of fci- 
ence. He entirely devoted his degree of Epopts 
to the fciences, and may be faid to have foreftalled 
them all, that he might ufurp and didtate to the 
public opinion •, or, rather, tainted them all,' to make 
them fubfervient to his views ; well allured that they 
would not furvive the contagion. In his Minerval 
degree, it was the minds of the young adepts 
that he wilhed to pervert ; but in his degree of 
Epopt , his means and views expand, and, under 
the fame malk, he aims at nothing lefs than the: 
perverfion of the whole univerfe. He formed it 
intora fecret academy, whofe hidden ramifications, 
widely fpreading throughout the globe, were, by 
means of the difaftrous laws he had combined, at 
Vol.IIL X 


one 
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one blow to annihilate all fociety and the empire 
of fcience. 

The plan may appear inconceivable, and above 
the reach of the moft diforganizing genius j but 
let the reader remember how clearly it has been 
proved in the myfteries, that Weilhaupt and his 
followers were firmly refolved to bring back the 
human race to the days of the Huns and Vandals, 
and, by means of this Vandalifm, to all the ig- 
norance of the 'nomade and Javage clans j and to 
reduce the ftandard of fcience to that of the Equa- 
lity and Liberty of Sans-culotijm. Let the reader 
now condefcend to follow me in the expofition of 
the lefions which the Sedfc has appropriated to the 
inftrudtion of its Epopts, and the organization of 
their academy. 

Theaca- “ The illuminized Priefts, or Epopts, are 
the^ ° f prefided over by a Dean chofen by themfelves. 
Epopts. They are to be known to the inferior degrees 
only under the appellation of Epopt — their meet- 
ings are called Synods. All the Epopts within 
the circle of the fame diftridt compofe a Synod j 
but each diftridt (hall contain no more than nine 
Epopts, exclufive of the Dean and Prcfeft of the 
Chapter. The higher fuperiors may attend theft 
Synods.” 

** Of the nine Epopts, feven prefidc over the 
fciences diftributed, under as many heads in the 
following order : 

V i. Ph r 
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« I. Pbyftcs. — Under this head arc compre- 
** hendcd Dioptrics, Catoptrics, Hydraulics and 
K Hydroftatics ; Electricity, Magnetifm, Attrac- 
“ tion, &c.” 

“ II. Medicine — comprifing Anatomy, Chirur- 
“ gery, Chymiftry, fire.” ' 

“ III. Mathematics. — Algebra j Architecture, 
“ civil and military) Navigation, Mechanics, 
Aftronbmy, fire.” 

u IV. Natural Hi/lory.— -Agriculture, Garden- 
<* ing. Economics, the Knowledge of InfeCts and 
«* Animals including Man, Mineralogy, Metal* 
* c lurgy. Geology, and the fcience of the earthly 
f* phenomena.” 

** V. Politics — which embrace the ftudy of 
€t Man, a branch in which the Major Illuminees 
* f fiirniih the materials ) Geography, Hiftory, Bi- 
**■ ography. Antiquity, Diplomatics the political 
hiftory of Orders, their defign, their progrels, 
and their mutual diflentions.” This laft article 
ieems to have the divers Orders of Malbnry in 
■view. A notabene is added in the original, with 
a particular injunction to attend to this article , which, 
the diflentions of the Illuminees and Freemafons 
had probably rendered of great importance to the 
§e<ft. 

“ VI. ‘the Arts. — Mechanics, Paintings, Sculp- 
4t ture> Engraving, Mufic, Dancing, Eloquence, 

X 2 “ Poetry, 
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“ Poetry, Rhetoric, all the branches of Litera- 
** turej the Trades.” 

** VII. ’The Occult Sciences. — The ftudy of the 
“ Oriental tongues, and others little known, the 
** fecret method of writing, the art of decypher- 
“ ing the art of railing the, feals of the letters 
u of others, and that of preferving their own 
** from limilar practices j Petcjbaften zu erbreeberf, 
“ uni fur das erbreeben zu bewabren . The ftudy 
“ of ancient and modern hieroglyphics; and, 
“ once more, of lecret focieties, Mafonic fyf- 
** terns, &c. &c. 

Should the reader feel his indignation roufed 
by the art of railing the feals and violating the 
fecrefy of letters, and at feeing an adept named 
in each dillrid to prefide over this ftrange fcience, 
let him not forget that I am but a tranflator and 
tranferiber of the code of the Sed *. 

The two remaining Epopts, who in the lynod 
are named to prefide over any particular fcience, 
are made fecretaries to the Dean, and ferve him 
, as coadjutors. Thefe fundions once diftributed, 
the Epopts are to renounce all other bufinefi 
political or domeftic, and every care but that of 
perfeding themfelves in the branch of fcience 
which they are to fuperintend, and of iecretly 
forwarding the brethren of the inferior degrees 

.* Inftruftiona for thii degree. Not. i, 2, 3 , 4, ti. 

in 
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in the fciences to which they had devoted them- 
lelves. 

The grand objeft of this inftitution is to inlpire 
the pupils with the grcateft confidence in the 
Order, from an idea that it will furnifh them 
with all the means and lights ncceflary for the 
profecution of the ftudy they have adopted. The 
Infinuators have held out the promife to them, . 
and the Order has engaged to fulfil it. This 
idea of a fcientific fociety, and of which they 
have the honour of being members, is to encou- 
rage in them a docility and veneration for their 
chiefs naturally due to men whofe precepts appear 
to be emanations of light and of the moil tranf- 
cendent wifdom. The artifice in fome fort an- 
fwers to the promife. 

*. Every Novice, on being admitted into the Aff- 
nerval fchools, was to begin by declaring to what 
art or fcience he meant to devote himfelf, unlefs 
indeed his pocket was to be aflefied for the tax 
which his genius could not pay. This decla- 
ration is tranfmitted from the inferior lodges to 
the Provincial, who forwards it to the Dean ; by 
whom notice of it is given to the Epopt who 
prefides over that particular branch of fcience j 
•and he infcribes his name on , the lift of thofe 
.pupils whofe labours fall under his infpeClion. , 

•In future, and by the fame conveyance, all the 
effa y?> difcourfes, treatifes, &c. which the Se& 

X 3 ' requires 
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requires of the young Minerval are tranfmitted 
, to the lame Epopt. The firft advantage accruing 
to the Order from this law is the pointing out to 
the infpe&ing Epopt thole whom the code calls the 
left beads of the Order. 

Should any doubts arife in the minds of the 
pupils, any difficulties to vanquilh, or any quef- 
tions to propole ; they have been taught that the 
Order is the fountain of fcience, that they have 
but to apply to their fuperiors, and light will 
inftantaneoufly Ihine upon them. They are ig- 
norant as to who thele fuperiors may be; but 
that will not hinder their doubts and queftions 
from reaching the prefiding Epopt : and he has 
divers means of folving them, and of never being 
taken unawares. 

In the firft place the Epopt muft have pre- 
pared himfclf for certain queftions, which he 
either has or ought to have foreleen. Many of 
them will have been already folved by his pre- 
deceffors, by his brother Epopts of other diftri&s 
or even nations.- The Order is exceedingly care- 
ful in colle&ing all thefe anfwers, and putting 
them into fuch hands as may employ them ac- 
cording to the views of the Seft. Each Epopt 
is particularly enjoined to ftudy thole which relate, 
to his branch} he is even to make an alpha- 
betical entry of them on his , tablets, that he may 
always have them at hand whenever he wilhes to 
5 • turn 
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turn to them. If, notwithftanding all thefe pre- 
cautions, the Epopt fliould find himfelf unpre- 
pared or unable to folve the difficulty propofed, 
,he will apply to the Dean, who will fend the 
required folution or have recourfe to the Pro- 
vincial. But, left the Superiors ffiould find their 
occupations too often interrupted by fuch appli- 
cations, it is expreflly enjoined to the Epopt not 
' to have recourfe to them but in cafes of abfolute 
neceffity, and not to make the acquifitions of 
their Superiors an encouragement to their own 
pegligence. — It may fo happen, that the Pro- 
vincial is not able to give the required folution j 
he will then propofe it to all the Epopts of his 
province. If that does not fucceed, application 
is made to the National Infpe&or, and from him 
it is referred to the Areopagites and General. 
On fuch occafions all the learned men of the 
Order arc confulted. Before this lift appeal, it is 
ordained in the ftatutes, that the Epopt may pro- 
pofe the queftions to the prophane but in fo 
doing he is on no account to difcover that the 
Sett has recourfe to, or ftood in need of their 
information, nor what ufe it makes of it. This 
is particularly enjoined to the prefiding Epopt in 
the following terms;—-" As often as your own 
“ knowledge and that of your pupils ihall not 
“ fuffice, you may alk the advice of learned 
“ ftrangers, and turn their knowledge to the ad - 
, X 4 “ vantage 
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“ vantage of our Order , but without letting them 
u perceive it ( obne daft fie es bemerken ). This 
precaution is the more to be infilled on, as one 
of the grand objects of the Epopt muft be, <c to 
u attain fuch perfection in fcience, that Ulumi- 
" nifm (hall never be beholden to the prophane t 
“ but that the latter, on the contrary, l^aU per- 
*' petually ftand in need of the lights of the 
« Order*.” 

That the Epopt may not recur too frequently 
to the fuperiors, or to the prophane, an artifice 
has been invented by which he may profit of all 
the acquifitions of the pupils of his diftriCt, while 
he makes them believe that the whole flows from 
the unknown fuperiors. This artifice confifts in 
propofing fuch queftions as he is not perfectly 
matter of, to the different lodges, and then ftudy- 
ing and combining the various anfwers that he 
receives. All the Epopts of the province do as 
much in their feveral diftriCts. Each one feleCts 
thofe parts which he has judged worthy of notice 
in the productions of the lodges; thefe he in- 
fpeCts, and lays them before the provincial and 
annual afiembly. There other Epopts are em- 
ployed in compiling for thefe feleCtions, and in 
preparing the required folutions of the propofed 
queftions, or in commenting on fuch pafiages as 

* IpJtru&ftms for this degree. No. 2, 5, 6 , 9. 

may 
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may elucidate others that lhall hereafter arife. 
The fame plan is followed in all the provinces, and 
the reports of the provinces will form a new col- 
lection to be digefted under the infpcCtifin of the 
National Chief, or even of the Areopagites. This 
will be a new treasure for the fecret library of the 
Epopts, and furnilh them with new means of 
maintaining in the minds of their pupils the high 
idea they have conceived of the knowledge of 
their Superiors *. It will alfo furnilh materials for 
the formation of a fyftematic Code or complete 
courfe of ftudy for the ufe of the Se& f. 

Here we cannot but remark how much arts and 
fciences would be benefited and promoted by the 
labours of a fociety which, actuated by quite other 
views, and defpifing that affectation of fecrely, 
Xhould employ the fame means and be animated 
. with a fimilar zeal in the difeuffion of ufeful truths. 
But the united efforts of the Epopts are concen- 
trated in their purluit of fcience, only to debale 
it, by direfting all its powers toward the over- 
throw of Religion and Governments, the triumph 
of their diforganizing fyftems, and always under 
the ftale pretext of fubjeCting mankind to Nature 
alone 

* Nos. 5 and 12. t No. 15. 

J Das der Order die biflierigen fyileme entbehren, und 
eigene, auf die natur allein gegriindete fyfteme feinen an- 
Jianger vorlegen konne. 

\ 
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Should the reader be Curious to know to what 
ufes the Epopt turns all the fcience which he is 
fuppofed to acquire daily, let him obfervc the 
queftions which this preliding llluminec either 
folves himfclf, or propofes for the loludon of the 
adepts. Let his judgment on the queftions and 
on their tendency, be guided by the expreffions of 
the Code : 

“ The Epopt,” fays the Code, ** muft keep a 
“ lift of a very great number of important quef- 
“ tions proper for inveftigation, and which he 
“ may eventually propofc to the young adepts.— 
“ In the branch of practical Philofophy, for ex- 
“ ample, he will propofe for inveftigation the 
<e queftion, how far the principle is true, that all 
Cf means are allowable, when employed for a laudable 
,f end? How far this maxim is to be limited to 
” keep the proper medium between Jefiiitical 
** abufe, and the fcrupulofity of prejudice ? — 
u Queftions of this nature fhall be fent to the 
* f Dean, who fhall tranfmit them to the Minerval 
te fchools for the inveftigation of the young adepts, 
“ and their diflertations will fwarm with a multi- 
“ tude of ideas, new , bold, and ufeful , which will 
* c greatly enrich our Magazine 

We defpife this infamous afperfion on the Je- . 
fuits. Let thofe pafs fentence on them who have 
learned to judge them by their conduct and by 

• Ibid. No. 7. 
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their real do&rines, and not by calumnious after- 
tions, or fatires which, in fpite of all the powers 
of genius and irony, have been juftly condemned 
by various tribunals as replete with falfehood and 
mifreprefentations *. Let thofe who have been 
educated by the Jefuits pronounce on thefe atro- 
cious imputations of the Illuminees ; I do not 
think myfelf bound to follow the example of the 
celebrated Hoffman, Profeffor at the Univerfity 
•of Vienna, one of the moft formidable adverfa- 
ries of the Illuminizing Seft, by inferring a long 
j uftification of that perfecuted Order f. But it is 
fmpofiible not to obferve, that tfic legiflator of 
Illuminifm has not the moft diftant idea of modi- 
fying or limiting this famous principle, the end 
JanStifies the means', his objeft is evidently to give 
rife to ideas, new, bold, and ujeful to the Se6t ; 
or, in other words, to difpofe the young adepts 
hereafter to decide as he has already done, that 
nothing is criminal, not even robbery or theft, pro- 
vided it be ujeful to thfe views and forward the ' 
grand objeft of Illuminifm. He wilhes by means 
of thefe queftions to acquire an early infight into 
the minds of the adepts, and to diftinguilh thofe 
who will hereafter be the moft worthy of his 

* See Art. Pascal in the Hiitorical Dictionary of Flexier 
Dureval, tail Edition. 

f Vide Hoch wichtige crinnernngen— Von Leopold-alois 
—Hoffman. SeCt. V. Page *79 to 307, 
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higher myfteries, by the greater or (mailer difpo- 
fition they (how to ftifle the cries of confcience 
and remorfe in the perpetration of the crimes ne- 
ceflary. for the future (ucceis of his plots. This 
is the fum total of the fcience to be carefully in- 
culcated by the Epopts in the branch of praffical 
Philofophy. 

With refpedt to Religion, it is not even ad- 
mitted among the (ciences to be (hidied by the 
Epopts j the Code has, however, furnilhed them ’ 
with a means of traducing and bla(pheming it.— 
That the Epopt may never be at a lofs for 
que (lions of this nature to folve or propofe, he 
will have them noted on a regifter in alphabeti- 
cal order. K For example,’* fays the Code, “ at 
t( the letter C in the regifter of fecret fciences 
u and hieroglyphics the word Crofs is to be found, 

“ and under it is the following note — For the 
“ antiquity of this hieroglyphic, confult fuch a 
“ work, printed fuch a year, (uch a page, or 
ct el(e fuch a manufeript, (ignature MV* Is it 
neceflary to be endowed with any extraordinary 
(hare of perlpicacity to fee that the whole ohjeft 
of thefe pretended Jecret fciences, or hieroglyphics, 
is merely to teach the young pupils to view the 
Crofs in no other light than as an ancient hiero- 
glyphic erefted by ignorance and fuperftition into 

• * Ibid. No. 15.' 

a fym- - 
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a fymbol of the redemption of mankind. The . 
illuminized explanation of this glorious fymbol 
will, doubtlefs, long remain buried in the Occult 
Sciences of the Order. Meanwhile we may defy 
them to point out in the hiftory of mankind any 
nation whatever revering the crofs as the fymbol 
of falvation anterior to the grand epoch when the 
Son of man died on the crofs to confummate the 
triumph of Chriftianity. 

The Epopts have ^lfo their hiftorians and an- 
nalifts, and their duties are laid down in the Code. 

The following rules may be remarked : — ■ Each 
province of Illuminifm muft have its hiftorian, in 
imitation of the ancient annalifts and chronolo- 
gifts. He is to keep a journal, in which, befidc 
fads of public notoriety, he will particularly col- 
left, and even give the preference to y anecdotes of 
Jecret hiftory,— He. wijl endeavour to redeem from 
oblivion all men of merit, however deep they 
may have funk into obfeurity — He will make 
them known to the Provincial, who will inform 
the Brethren of their fituation — Each Provincial 
will have a kalendar of his own, in which (in- 
ftead of faints) for each day of the year lhall- 
be inferibed the name of fome man as an ob- 
jeft of veneration or execration, according as he 
has merited or demented of the Seft. 

My name may perhaps be inferibed under the 
black letter j but I anticipate the glory and con- 

v folation 
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folation of feeing it by the fide of that of Zimmer- 
man and of Hoffman, who, like myfelf, are en- 
titled to the fable wreath twined by Uluminifm for 
its moft ftrenuous opponents. But how different 
is that to which the Code declares that all thfl 
Brethren may ajpire ! — Probably, to be feated be- 
fide a Brother Mirdbeau or a Marat . 

The fame laws ordain, that the Chronologift 
. fhall inform the Minerval Lodges of all memor- 
able fads. — He will not fail to infert all mean and 
odious adions, nor to paint them in their proper 
colours. He will not pafs unnoticed tbojc of mat 
occupying the firft dignities, or enjoying the bigbeft 
con/ideration *. 

Next to the laws of the hiftorian follow thofe 
for the Epopt who fuperintends that branch of 
foience relating to politics, and particularly to the 
knowledge of mankind. The reader has already 
feen what ftrefs the Order lays upon this fcience, 
and how much they make it depend on the fpirit 
of obfervation — Let no Brother pretend to the 
dignity of Epopt, nor to the honour of prefiding 
over any branch of fcience, until he has anfwercd 
the three following queftions What is the fpirit 
of obfervation ? — How is this fpirit to be ac- 
quired, and what conftitutcs a good obierver ?— • 
What method is to be followed, in order to make 
juft and exad obfervations ?— When an Epopt has - 

fuffi- 

A 


* Ibid. No. 18. 
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fufficiently dilHnguifhed himfelf by his anfwers on 
thefe heads, to be judged worthy of being chofcn 
the chief of the obfervers or fcrutators, he is en- 
trofted with all thofe notes which the reader has 
feen the Seft lb carefully colle&ing on the cha- 
racter, the paffions, the talents, and hiftory pf 
the Brethren. When thefe notes contain the por- 
trait or life, of any adept more than commonly 
interefting, he will make him (without naming 
him) the object of various quefcions to be pro- 
poied to the Minerual Schools. He will alk, for 
example. What are the ideas which a man, with 
fuch and fuch paffions or dilpofitions, will adopt 
or rejeft ? — How on fuch data can fuch and luch 
inclinations be encouraged or weakened ? — What 
adept could be employed with moft advantage in 
fuch a bufinefs ? — - What mufc fuch a man's ideas 
be oh Religion and Governments? — Can he be 
looked upon as being fuperior to all prejudices, 
and ready to facrifice his own perlonal intereft to 
that of Truth ? — Should he be deficient in confi- 
dence and attachment, what means Ihould be em- 
ployed to invigorate them, and what fort of man 

would be the fitteft for fuch an undertaking ? - 

Finally, what employment in the ft ate r or in the 
Order, would he fill to the greateft advantage, or 
in which would he ho- the moft ufeful ? ” 

The Scrutator in chief digefts thefe anfwers into 
a proper ftatemcnt, which he fends to the Dean. 

The 


3 1 ? 
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The Provincial receives it from the Dean, and is 
thus enabled to form his judgment, whether that; 
particular adept be a moral , difinterejled y beneficent 
many and free from all prejudice ; whether he can be 
ufeful to the Order , and in what way be can be bejf 
employed. — From the refult of fuch obfervations, 
the fcrutinizing Epopt will carefully feledfc rules 
and general maxims on the knowledge of mankind. 
He will make a compilation of them, and tranfmit 
them to the Superiors *. 

f * By means,” fays the Code, tc of thefe and 
fuch like obfervations, the Order will be enabled 
to make difcoveries of every kind, to form pew 
fyftems, and to give on all fubjedts irrefragable 
proofs of its labours and its immenfe fund of . 
fcience j and the public will give it credit for 
being in pofleflion of all human knowledge f. 

Left any of the prophane fhould partake of this 
honour, or that any one of the members fhould 
not diredt thefe fciences toward the objedt of II- 
luminifm, precautions are taken in the Code to 
enfure the exclufive advantage of thefe labours to 
the Sedl. “ Particular parts of thefe fciences and 
** difcoveries may be printed by permiffion of the 
“ Superiors } but the law adds, not only thefe 
“ books fhall not be communicated to any of the 
“ prophane, but as they will never be printed 
“ elfewhere than at the preffes of the Sedt, they 

• Ibid. No. it. + Ibid. No. zo. 

6 Cf will 
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* will only be entrufted to the Brethren according 

* to the rank they hold in the Order f 

** That our worthy co-operators may not be 
'* diverted of the glory of their labours* every 

* new principle laid down, machine invented, 
or difcovery made, lball for ever bear the name 

'* of its inventor, that his memory may be revered 
“ by future agesf.” 

** On the fame grounds it is ftri&ly enjoined, 

* that no member fliall ever communicate to the 
,( prophane any difcovery that he may have made 
“ in the Order — No book treating of thefe dif- 
tf coveries lhall be printed without the permiffion 
K of the Superiors ; and hence arifes the general 
ft regulation, that no Brother fhall publilh any of 
** his productions without leave of the Provincial. 
“ He aifo is to decide whether the work is of a 
w nature to be printed by the fecret preffes of 
u die Order, and what particular Brethren may be 
ft allowed the perufal of it— Should it be neceflary 
u to difmifs any of the Brethren from the Order, 
®* die local Superior is to receive notice that he 
** may have the neGefiary time to withdraw from 
** him not only the manuferipts, but even the 
** printed woiks of the Order J.” 

The llhiminizing Legiflator, in j unification of 
all thefe precautions, alledges, in the firft place, 

* IbW.Nv.17. ' f Ibid. No. 23. % Jbjid.No. H- 

Vol. III. Y the 
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the undeniable right veiled in the Order to all the 
labours of its Brethren; then the lure of fecrecyy 
which Simulates curiofity and the third of fciencc; 
finally, the advantage accruing to the fciences? 
themfelves, by being prcferved among men who 
only impart them to others fo prepared as to ren- 
der them of the greateft polfible utility— Befide, 
fays he, every man has it in his power to make 
himfclf an' Illuminee if he pleafes, and to partake 
of their fcience ; and who better able to render 
them ufeful to mankind, or to preferve them, than 
we are ? After this juftification, which the reader 
may appreciate, he returns to his Epopts, and tells 
them, that it is incumbent on them to direct . and 
turn all the fciences toward the views of Illumi- 
nifm. c< The wants of every country are to be 
“ maturely confidered, as well as thole of ybur 
“ diftridt; let them be the objects of delibera- 
<c tion in your Synods ; and alk inftrudlions of your 
<c Superio.s.” Then the Legiflator makes a lud- 
den tranfition, and expands his views far beyond 
his Lodges. The reader will fcarcely fufpedt 
whither they tend. Let him read, and learn 
the grand objedl of the Epopts, what conquefts 
they are to make for the Order, and whither they 
are to extend the fyftems of Illuminifm. <c You 
** will,” abruptly exclaims the legifiator, “ in- 
“ ccffantly form new plans, and try every means, 
t{ in your refpedtive provinces, to feize upon the 

“ public 
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w public education) the ecclefiaftical government, 
” the chairs of literature, and the pulpit*.”— 
This is one of the grand obje&s of the Se£t ; and 
we (hall fee the Code treating of it again in ano- 
ther part. 

To enhance the merits of his plans, and to infir 
nuate his adepts into the ecclefiaftical (eminaries, 
and even into the pulpit, under the (hadow of his 
pretended fcience, “ the Epopt muft find means 
“ of acquiring the reputation of a man of tranr 
", (cendent learning; wherever he appears, whe- 
“ ther walking or ftopping, fitting or ftanding, 
** let rays of light encircle his head, which (hall 
" enlighten all who approach him. Let every 
“ one think himfelf happy in hearing the pure 
" truth from his lips. Let him on all occafions 
** combat prejudice ; hut with precaution , and ac- 
“ cording to the rules laid down ; with dexterity » 
et and with all the refpeft due to the perfons he is 
“ addre£ing \ Who could believe that thefe 
were lefions given to a modern Vandal by his dis- 
organizing legiflator, whofe heart thirds after the 
happy period when that encircling light of his 
Epopts (hall have Vandalized the whole univerfe, 

•..Muflcn ftets neue plane entworfen und eingefuhrt wer* 
den : Wie man die hande in erziehungfwefen, geiilliche re. 
gierung, lehr, und predigt-ftuhle in der proving behemme, 
I kid. No. a 8. 

f Ibid. No. 2 . 

• Y 2 and 
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end nations (hall have difappeared from Off the fat 
of die earth ? 

But the Epopt has yet to aim at another cofl- 
tjueft, that of the empire over die literary world. 
** In the literary world certain Writings generally 
n take the lead for a rime, according to the 
H falhion, and infpire feeble minds with admira* 
w tion. At one time the enthufiaftic productions 
** of Religion, at another the fonrimental novels 
■** of wit, or perhaps philofophical reveries, pafto- 
** rals, romances on chivalry, epic poems, ot 
* f odes, will inundate the republic of letters. The 
* € Epopt will turn all his (kill toward bringing 

into fafo ion the principles of your Order, die fold 
,l tendency of which is the happineft of mankind/’ 
Or, in other Words, thofe balefol principles which, 
under the pretence of rendering human nature 
more happy and united in one family, aim at 
nothing lets than deftroying every Religion, every 
title to property, every town* every fixed refidence, 
and every nation. 

** Our principles muft be made fafhionable, that 
" the youtig Writers may diffufe them among the 
“ people, and ferve the Order without intending 

CC Jj- 

‘‘ In Older to raife the public Jpirit, he inuft 
with die greateit ardour preach up the general »- 

• Damit junge fchriftfteller dergleichen unttr dm vplk 
aulbreiten, unduns, oluie dafs lie e's wiffen, dienes. 

6 tmfi 
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fereft of humanity , and inculcate the utmft indif* 
ferenee for all ajociations or fetret unions which 
are only formed among the fubjelfs of one particular 
nation *, Here the impious legislator blafpher 
jmoqflf cites for an example Chrift, and his pre** 
fended indifference for his family* Becaufe C hr iff 
died for the redemption of all mankind, bccaufe 
Jiis affe<ffion for the m9ft holy of mothers never 
anade him lofe light of that great work, is that a 
ground on which the illuminjzing Epppt Shall 
perfuade his fimple auditory, that to love all 
fnankind is to diffolve the bonds of nations ? 

As a farther rule for acquiring this literary 
' empire, “ fde will take care that the writings of 
“ the members of the Order lhall be cried up, 
" and that the trumpet of fame Shall' be founded 
** in their honour, fie will alfo find means of 
" hindering the reviewers from caftjng any fulpi" 
** cions on the writers of the Se<fff.” 

With refpeft to the Literati , and writers who, 
without belonging to the Order, fhow principles 
coinciding with o6rs , Should they be what we call 
.Good, “ clajs them among thofe who are to be enrolled '• 
** Let the Lean have a lift of thofe men , and front 
■** time to time he will band it about among the 
■ u brethren X * 

- Let us now take a curibry view of theff laws, 
ffld of their gradual tendency to infedt the whole 

' * ibid. No. 3. f Ibid. No. 4. J ibid. No. 5. 

Y 3 literary 
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literary world. In its Minerval academies the Se& 
begins by forming its pupils ; and the care with 
which its diforganizing principles are inftilled 
into the young adept has already been difplayed. 
Left any of thefe principles fhould fwerve from 
the grand object, the Epopts overfee all the 
fchools of the fame diftrift j thefe latter have 
their provincial aftemblies, where every thing is 
prepared, combined, and forefeen. At this af- 
fembly the Epopt attends, bringing with him bis 
notes and obfervations on his particular diftrift, 
and on thofe means which may there contribute 
to the advancement or difparagement of the il- 
luminizing principles and fcience. The minutes 
of thefe aflemblies are fent to the National In- 
fpedtor, who overlooks the whole, and fees that 
the original fpirit is every where preferved ; and 
the Areopagites hold the fame line of condudt 
with refpedt to all nations that he does within 
his particular one. Hence then the Minerval 
academies, the Epopts, the Provincials, the Na- 
tional Infpedtors, in a word,, the diforganizing 
whole, form but one and the fame invifible aca- 
demy, fpreading its fubterraneous ramifications, 
every where infufing the fame principles, actuated 
by the fame fpirit, and fubjedted to the fame laws: 
and thefe laws, this fcience, are but the machina- 
tions and the forebodings of univerfal impiety and 
diforganization. 

5 Bue 
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: But the union and univerfality of this con- 
spiring academy is not fufficient for the Sedt ; it 
extends its views to the public fchools and to 
the "pulpit. The man of letters, the tranfeendant 
genius, all are to bend beneath its laws, and 
fafhion is to- aid its plots. From the child that 
Ipells, to the Dodtor enveloped in mazy fcience, 
all arc to be fubjedted to Illuminifm ; and fcience 
itfelf, fo inftrumental to the progrefs of the Sedt,- 
Iball fink beneath the effort of bringing forth 
that Vandalifm which is to annihilate the altar 
and the throne, all laws, individual property, and 
national fociety. 

Let the reader compare the myfteries pf the 
Sedt with the code of its Epopts, and pronounce 
if fuch be not the real tendency of this Empire of 
Science. Horror imprefles the mind, and indig- 
nation rifes at fuch a fight. — But the monftrous 
lcgiflator who has compiled them pretends that 
they are entitled to the admiration of the young 
adepts ; and it is his Epopts who are to infpire 
them with this admiration. “ You muft,” fays 
he, “ infufe fo great a refpedt for the fublimity 
“ and fandtity of our Order, that a promife made 
** by the adepts on the honour of Illuminifm fhall 
" be more binding than the moft facred oath*.” 
At length the Atheift has found an equivalent for 
the name of God. He feeks bonds to • bind his 
• Ibid. No. 29. 

Y 4 followers, 
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followers, and he has broken thofe of confcience j 
he appeals to honour, and perverts it into a bond 
of villany. tf He (lays Weilhaupt) t oho Jball dan 
<* violate the oath be jball have /worn on the honour 
** of my Society , jball be declared infamous, fun 
“ not what bis rank may be, bis infamf Jball be pro- 
“ claimed throughout the whole Order , and it jball be 
** fo without remijjton or hope of pardon. My inten- 
tion is, that the Members Ihould be informed 
“ of this, that they Ihould deliberately re fled on 
**.the facrednels of this oath in my Order, I mean 
“ that the confcquences of it Ihould be clearly 
ct and warmly reprefented to them*.” 

The Epopts charged with this miflion arc of a 
degree too much revered in the Order to cotn- 
promife their dignity. They attend, at pkafore, 
the meetings of the inferior degrees, but they are 
never to occupy any office in them, excepting 
that of Prefed of the Scotch Knights. Their 
prefence might overawe and intimidate the young 
adepts, and thus be detrimental to the obferva- 
tions they are ordered to make j for (fo far from 
conftraint), the Epopt is to endeavour to ftudy 
them in their molt unguarded moments. He is 
therefore never to intermix with them hut as 
their equal. There is a particular law forbidding 
him to dilclofc the degree or the clais to which 

• Original Writings, VoL II. Let. 8, to Cato. 

he 
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he belongs, or even his coftume *. Thus, hiding 
his fuperiority, and feated on the fame benches 
befide the young adepts, he exercifes his functions 
of Scrutator more freely among them in their 
mutual intercourse, and he judges better of the. ta- 
lents of each. His leffons, coming apparently from 
an equal, will fink deeper into their minds ; and, 
without betraying his authority, he will the better 
obferve their progrds and their failings. — Should 
any of thele pupils have ihown a zeal and fidelity 
beyond all doubt, he may take them into his confi- 
dence i he will point them out to the Dean,, who 
may call them about his perfon and make them his 
Acelites. The Dean may even throw a great part of 
the weight of his correfpondence on them, and 
■carry them to the Synod of the Epopts, until they 
fhall have Ihown themfelves worthy of being ini- 
tiated to all the myfteries refcrved for this clafs f. 

Thus ends that part of the Code which is to be 
communicated to the Epopts. The following 
Chapters will delineate the laws and inftru&ions 
which are to guide their condu£t when admitted to 
the degree of Regent or Prince of Elumitdfm. 

* Ibid. No. 31. f Ibid. No. 32. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Injlruftions for the Regent or Prince Rluminee , on 
the Government of the Order* 

Firft part The prominent feature of all the inftru&ions 
Inftrac^ 8* ven ^ the Illuminizing Legiflator to his Epopts 
tions. is the confecration of their degree to the perver- 
lion of the public opinion, and to the attainment of 
the empire of the Sciences, that he may direct them 
all to the fupport of his disorganizing Equality and 
Liberty and to univerfal anarchy. This million 
of perverfion requires an alfiduity to which not 
many men are equal j but adepts may be found, 
who, unable to diftinguilh themSelves in fuch mil- 
lions, may yet be endowed with a lufHcient zeal 
and with the neceffary talents for the fuperintend- 
ance and direction of the Brethren. There are 
others again whole difaftrous fuccefles are to be 
recompenfed by the higher employments in the 
Order ; and it is from thefe two clajfes of Epopts 
that the Order Jeletts its Regents. It is alfo for 
their inltruftion that the Legiflator defcends into 
all the gubernatory minutise of his Illuminifin.— 
His inftru&ions are comprifed under four different 
heads. 1. General Syftem of Government for the 

Order. 
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Order.— -II. Inftru&ions for the degree of Regent. 
—III. Inftrudions for the Prefe&s or Local Supe- 
riors. — IV. Inftrudions for the Provincial *. 

I have, it is true, been obliged to anticipate 
many parts of this Code when unfolding the arti- 
fices of the lower degrees j but as a confirmation 
of what has already been expofed, in order to 
bring the different objedts within one point of 
view, and to fhow the dangers of his difaftrous 
.combinations, let us attend to' the Legiflator when 
treating of the whole colledively. What parti- 
cularly endeared this degree of Regent to Weif- 
haupt was, .that part of his inftru&ion which takes 
a general view, and which lays open the progref- 
five plan to be obfeived in the government of the 
Brethren. The reader perufing the inftrudlions in 
the fame order in which Weifhaupt has written 
them will more eafily conceive the caufe of his 
predile&ion. 

JnftruSlion A. "Plan of the General Government of 
the Order. 

** I. The mod high and excellent Superiors of 
the illuftrious Order of true Freemafonry do not 
immediately attend to the minutiae of the edifice. 
—They mud not, however, on that account be 
confidered as contributing lefs to our happinefs, 

* Laft works of Philo and Spartacus, degree of Regent. 

by 



THI ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY* 

by their counfels, ( their lcfions, their plans* and 
the many and powerful refourccs with which they 
furnifh us. 

" II. Thefe excellent and moft gracious Supe- 
riors have eftablifhed a clafs of Maions to whom 
they have entrufted the whole plan of our Order, 
This clafs is that of the Regents 

u in. In this plan our Regents hold the fir ft 
dignities. Until admitted to this degree* no per- 
fon can hold the office of Prefer or of Local 
Superior. 

*' IV. Every country has its national Superior, 
who holds an immediate correfpondence with our 
Father s y at the head of whom is a General that 
holds the helm of the Order. 

“ V. Under the National and his Affiftants are 
' the Provincials , who each govern their Circle or 
their Province. 

“ VI. Every Provincial is furrounded by his 
Counfellors. 

*' VII. Each Provincial alfo commands a certain 
number of Prefects, who may in like manner have 
their coadjutors in their diftriAs. All thefe, as well 
as the Dean, belong to the clafs of Regents. 

<f VIII. All thefe offices are for life, excepting 
in cafes of depofition or ejeAment. 

“ IX. The Provincial is to be chofen by the 
Regents of his province and the National Superiors , 
and approved by the National ’. [I do not under- 

Rand 
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ftand how the Code diftinguifhes between the fe- 
veral National Superiors and the National in chief ; 
tinlefs it be, that it denotes in this place as Supe- 
riors thofe which are called a little higher up 
AJJiftants ( Gebulfin ) of this chief.] 

*« X. The whole fuccefsof Illuminifm depend- 
ing On the Regents, it is but juft that their do- 
meftic wants fhould be provided for. They fhall 
therefore be the firft fupplied from out of the 
funds of the Order. 

tf XI. The Regents of each Province form a 
particular body immediately under the Provincial, 

whom they are to obey 

“ XII. The offices of Illuminifm not being 
confidered in the light of dignities, nor of places of 
honour, but as mere employments freely accepted, 
the Regents muft be always ready to labour for the 
good of the Order, each according to his fitiiation 
and to his talents. Age is never to be let forth as 
a title. It may often happeh that the youngeffi 
4s choien Provincial, and the eldeft only a Local 
Superior or Councilor, fhould the one live in the 
centre, while the other only inhabits the extremity 
of the Provincej or, fhould the former, on account 
of his natural adivity or his ftation in life, he more 
^fitted for the place of Superior than the latter, 
though far more eloquent. In many cafes, for ex- 
ample, a Regent is not to think it beneath his 
dignity to offer himfelf to difcharge any of the 

leffer 
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lefier offices in the Minerval churches (lodges), ill 
which he may be ufefiil. 

“ XIII. That the Provincial may not be over- 
burdened with too extenfive a correfpondence, aU 
the §>uibus Licets y and all the letters of the Re- 
gents, lhall pafs through the hands of the Pre- 
fed, unlefs the Provincial gives Orders to the 
contrary. 

“ XIV. But the Prefed fhall not open the 
letters of the Regents. Thole he muft tranfmit to 
the Provincial, who will forward them to their 
proper deftination. 

“ XV.‘ The Provincial has the power of con- 
voking the whole of his Regents, or merely thofe 
whom he may think proper, confidering the exi- 
gencies of the Province. He who cannot attend 
according to his fummons muft give the proper 
notice at leaft four weeks prior to the meeting. 
Befide, he is always to be ready to give in an ac- 
count of what he has done for the Order until 
that period, and lhow his willingnefs to fufil the 
intentions of his Provincial and of his high Supe- 
riors. The convocation of Regents muft take place 
at leaft once a year. 

* c XVI. The following inftrudion ( B ) will 
point out more particularly to the Regents thofe 
objeds to which they muft chiefly attend. 

“ XVII. It has been already obferved, that 
great attention is to be paid to the gradually pro- 
curing 
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curing of funds for the Order. This may be ac- 
complifhed by attending to the following rules : 

“ Each province is to be entrufted with the , 
expenditure of its own monies, and only remit 
(mail contributions to the Superiors for the ex- 
pences of poftage. Each Lodge allb is to enjoy 
the full propriety of its funds ( eigenthumlub ) — when 
for any great enierprize the affembly of the Re- 
gents levy contributions on the funds of the dif- 
ferent Lodges, they lhall be confidered but as 
loans, and lhall be made good to the Lodges with 
full intereft.” 

Has the Illuminizing Legiflator then forgotten, 
that it was Property which gave the firft deadly 
How to Equality and Liberty ? Certainly not j but 
more than one great enterprize will be necefiary to 
prepare the last, which is to annihilate all property 
whatfoever j meanwhile the Order is glad to enjoy 
its own, and to make the inferior Lodges believe 
that they are not to be pillaged of any thing that 
belongs to them. 

“ The Provincial has no fund alloted to him, 
but he has an exadfc return of all thofe of his 
Province. 

“ The general receipts will confift — i°. In the 
contributions paid on the receptions of Malbns 
( freym aurer- receptions -gelder ) — 2 0 . In the over- 
plus of the monthly contributions — 3 0 . In volun- 
tary fuhfcriptions — 4 0 . In fines — 5®. In legacies 

and 
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and donations — 6°. In our commerce and traffice 
■ (bandel und gewerbe).” 

“ The defences are — i # . The expences of the 
meetings, poftage, decorations, and fome few jour- 
nies — 2°. Penfions to the. poor brethren who have 
no other means of fubGftence — 3 0 . Sums paid for 
the promotion of the grand objeft of the OrdeY-— 
4 0 . Sums paid for the encouraging of talents — 
5 0 . The expences of experiments and trials — 
6\ For widows and children — 7 0 . For founda- 
tions.” 

Thus terminates the firft part of the inftru&ions 
for the Regent. After the reading of this, which 
takes place on the day of his inauguration, his 
attention is called to the following : 

Inftru5lion B for the whole degree 
of Regent . 

id Part The reader has feen (ut fupra t art. xvi.) the 
* n * Regent forewarned to pay a particular attention to 
* this 'fecond part of the inftru&ions. Let the 
reader alfo profit of the hint. He will fee that 
many of the. arcana of the Seft ftill remain to be 
revealed. 

“ I. The objetft of the Order being to render 
xnan more happy, virtue more attractive, and vice 
lefs powerful, it is necefiary that our brethren, the 
teachers and governors of tnankind, fhould publicly 
•flume an unimpeachable character. A Regent of 

Illumi- 
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Illuminifm therefore will be the moft perfect of 
men. He will be prudent, provident, ingenious, 
irreproachable, and of manners fo urbane that his 
company (hall be courted with avidity. He is to 
acquire the reputation of being enlightened, bene- 
volent, honefty difinterefted, and full of ardour for 
great and extraordinary enterprizes, all contribut- 
ing to the general good.” 

It would be ufelefs to recall, to the mind of my 
reader what is to be underftood, in the language, 
of Illuminifm, by virtue, vice, or public good. 
•He will therefore on reflection ,be the left fur- 
prifed at peruflng the following iriftruCtions 
framed for thefe virtuous teachers and governors 
of mankind. 

**11. The Regents art to ftudy the means of 
ruling and governing without betraying any fuch 
intention *. Under the malk of humility, but of 
a real and candid humility, grounded on the per- 
iuaflon of their own weaknefs, and on the con- 
viction that their whole ftrength refts on our union , 
they mull: -exercife an abfolute and boundlefs do- 
minion f, and muft direct every thing toward the 
attainment of the views of the Order.” 

“ Let them avoid a pedantic referve, at once 
^ilgufting and ridiculous in the eyes of the fage. 

* Die Regenten fuller) die kunft ftudiren zu herfehen, ohne 
*3 as anfefien davon zu halpen. 

f Sollen fie unumfehrankt regieren. 

Vol.III. Z 


Let 
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Let them give the example of a refpe&ful fiib- 
miffion to the Superiors. Should they be poflefled 
of the advantages of birth, it will be an addi- 
tional reafon for fhowing their obedience to a Su- 
perior' born in a lower flat ion of life — Let their 
condudt vary according to the perfons with whom 
they have to deal. Let the Regent be the confi- 
dant of one, the father bf another, the fcholar of 
a third j very feldom a fevere and inexorable Su- 
perior, and even on fuch occafions let him fhow 
with how much unwillingnefs he exercifes fuch 
feverity. He will fay, for example, that he fin- 
cerely wifhes the Order had given fo dilagreeable 
a commiffion to fome other pcrlbn } and that he 
is weary of acting the part of fchoolmafter with 
a man who fhould long fince have known how to 
conduct himfelf. 

“ III. The grand object of our J acred legion 
fpread throughout the univer/e being the triumph of 
virtue and of wifdom, every Regent muft endea- 
vour to eftablifh a certain equality among men.— 
Let him take th'e part of thofe who are tOo much 
debafed, and humble the proud. Let him never 
fuifer the fool to lord it too much over the man of 
wit, the wicked over the good, the ignorant over 
the learned, nor the weak over the ftrong, though 
the latter fhould in reality be in the wrong 

* Er foil nicht leiden dafs der diimmere iiber den kliigern— . 
der Schwachere uber den flarkern, auch vvenn diefer unrecht 
haben follte, zn fehr den meiiter fpiele. , 

« IV. The 
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* k IV. The means of acquiring an afcendancy 
over men are incalculable. - Who 90uld enume- 
rate them all ? . . . They mtift vary with the dif- 
•pofition of the times. > At one period it is a tafte 
for the marvellous and extraordinary that is to be 
wrought upon. At another the lure of fecret fo- 
cieties is to be held out. <( For this reafon it is 
very proper to make your inferiors believe without 
telling them the real ft ate of the cafe y that all other 
fecret focieties , particularly that of Freemafonry y are 
fecretly directed by us. Or elfe y and it is really 
The fact in some states, that potent Mo- 
narchs are governed by our Order. When 
any thing remarkable or important comes to pafs , hint 
that it originated with our Order.* — Should any per/on 
by his nterit acquire a great reputation let it be gene- 
rally underftood that he is one of us." 

How fmoothly flows this combination of arti- 
fice from the pen of the Illuminizing Legiflator 1 
But I hope that my reader will not expert to find 
a method in my tranflation, where the Legiflator 
has difdained method. It is eafy to perceive, 
that to heap artifice upon artifice is much more 
his objeCt, than to give a ftudied connection 
to principles with which he fuppoles hfe adepts 
to be fuffieiently imprefled. Or may it not be 
laid, that this diforder is the effeCt of ftudied 
art ? But let us proceed and trace the fteps of 
“Weifliaupt. 

Z 2 “ With 
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** With no other objeCt than to give your or- 
ders the appearance of coming from a myfterious 
hand, you may, for example, put a letter under 
the plate of an adept when dining • at an inn, . 
though it might have been a much lefs trouble to 
forward it to him at his own lodgings— You may 
attend large and commercial towns during the times 
of fairs in different characters, as a Merchant , an 
Officer an Abbe. Every where you will perfonate 
an extraordinary man having important bufinefs 
on your hands.— But all this mull be done with a 
great deal of art and caution, left you fhould have' 
the appearance of an adventurer. It is to be 
Well underftood, that thefe characters are not to 
be affumed in towns where you are likely to be 
difcovered either by the Police pr the ftanders-by. 
—At other times, you may write your orders with 
a chymical preparation of ink, which difappears 
after a certain time. - 

<f V. A Regent is as much as poflible to hide 
from his inferiors all his weakneifcs, even his ill- 
health, or difguftsj at any rate he is never to 
complain. * • 

*' VI. Here he Yepeats the inftruCtion on the 
art of flattering and gaining over women to their 
caufe, already tranfcribed, page 43. 

“ VII. You muft alfo gain over to the Order 
the common people. The great plan for fuc- 
ceeding in this is to influence the Schools. You 

may 
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fnay alfo attempt it by liberalities; or by great 
lhow and fplendour; at other tinies by making 
yourfelf popular, and even tolerating, with an air 
of patience , prejudices which may hereafter be gradu- 
ally eradicated. 

“ VIII. When you'have fucceeded any where 
in making yourfelf matter of the public authority 
and government, you will pretend not to have 
the leaft power, for fear of awakening the at- 
tention of thofe who may oppofe us. But, on the 
contrary, when you find it impofiible to fucceed, 
you will aflume the character of a perfon who has 
every thing at his command. That will make us 
both feared and' fought after, and of courfe will 
ftrengthen our party. * 

“ IX. All the ill fuccefs or dilgufts which may 
befall the Order are to be concealed with the ut- 
tnoft caution from the inferiors. 

“ X. It is the duty of the Regents to fupply 
the wants of the Brethren, and to procure the befi 
employments for them, after having given the proper 
intimation to the Superior. 

- * e XI. The Regents fhall be particularly cau- 
tious and difereet in their difeourfe ; — but fliall 
carefully avoid any thing denoting the leaft' per- 
plexity of mind — There are even.fome occafions 
whereon an extenfive genius is to be affe&ed ; on 
others, they may pretend that their friendlhip has 
made them' fay a word too much* by rhefe means 
i. 3 the 



342 THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY, 

the fecrefy of the inferior is put to the tefh 
They may alfo fpread certain reports among 
our people, which ipay prepare them to receive 
' ideas that the Order wifhes to infufe into their 
minds. On all doubtful occafions, the Regent 
will corifult his Superiors by means of a §>uibus 
licet.” 

“ XII. Whatever rank or ftation a Regent may 
• hold in the Order, he will feldom anfwer the 
queftions of the inferiors verbally, but generally 
in writing, that he may have time to refledt or 
even confult on the anfwers he ihould give. 

“ XIII. The Regents will unceafingly attend 
to every thing relating to the grand interefts of 
the Order, to the operations of commerce, or fuch 
things as' may in any way contribute to augment 
the power of the Order. They will tranfmit all 
plans of that nature to the Provincial. > Should it 
be a cafe requiring expedition, he will give him 
advice of it by fome other channel than the Jul- 
ius Licets , which the Provincial has not the 
power of opening. 

“ XIV. They will follow the fame line of con- 
duct with rcfpedt to every" thing that tends to 
influence the Order in general j and find means of 
' putting its united forces in motion at one and the 
fame time. 

u XV. When an author, fets forth principles, 
true in themfelves, but which do not, as yet fuit our 
S . • > general 
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general plan of education for the world ; or principles 
the publication of which is premature ; every effort 
muft be made to gain over the author ; but Jhould all 
our attempts fail, and we Jhould be unable to entice 
him into the Order , let him be di/credited by every 
pqffble means. 

“ XVI. If a Regent Jhould conceive hopes of 
fucceeding in Juppreffmg any religious boufes , and 
of applying their revenues to our objedt, for, 
example, to the efiablijhment of proper country 
schools; he may depend on it, that fuch a 
project would be particularly grateful to the 
Superiors. 

“ XVII. The Regents will alfo turn their at- 
tention toward a -folid plan for eftablifhing a fund 
to fupport the widows- pf the Brethren. 

, “ XVIII. One of our moft important objeSls mujl 
be, to hinder the Jerviie veneration of the people for 
Princes from being carried too far. AH fuch abjeft 
flattery tends only to make thofe men worfe who 
are . already for the moft part of very common 
and weak underftandings. You will lhow an ex- 
ample of the proper condutft to be held in this 
refpedt. Shun all familiarity with them ; behave 
to them politely, but without conjlraint , that they 
utay .honour and fear you . Write .and fpeak of 
them as you would of other men, that they may 
be made to recoiled; that they are but men like 
. . Z'4 other 
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other people, and that their, authority is a thing 
purely conventional *. 

tf XIX. When there happens to be a man of 
merit, among our adepts but little known by or 
entirely unknown to the public, no pains are to 
be fpared to acquire celebrity for him. Let our 
difgv.ijed brethren every where found the. trumpet 
of his praifes, and force envy and party Ipirit to 
be filent. 

cr XX. The effay of our principles and of our 
fchools is moft eafily and moft fuccefefully made 
in fmall Hates. The inhabitants of capitals and 
commercial towns are too corrupt^ too much a 
prey to- their paflions, and think themfelves too 
much enlightened, to fubmit to our lefions. 

“ XXL It is ufeful to fend vifitors from time 
to time, or to give a Regent that is travelling the 
commifiion to vifit the meetings, to afle for the 
minutes, and to call on the Brethren in order to 
examine their papers or journals, and receive 
their complaints. — >- Thefe Plenipotentiaries, pre-» 
fenting themfelves in the name of the high Su-. 
periors, may correct many faults, and boldly fup- 
prels abufcs which the Prefers had not the 

* Eine unferer vornehmften forge n mufs auch feyn, e n t er 
4§* volke fdavifche fiirften vcrehxung nicht zu hoch fteigeti 
* zu laiTen, See. &c. 


6 


courage 
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courage to reform, though ready to enforce the 
commands of the vifitor. 

“ XXII. If our Order cannot eftablifh itfelf 
in any particular place with all the forms and 
regular progrefs of our degrees, fome ether form 
muft be ajfumed. Always have the objeft in view\ 
that is the ejfential point* No matter what the cloak 
may be, provided you fucceed j a cloak is however 
always neceffary, for in fecrecy our Jlrengtb principal- 
ly lies. 1 * 

" XXIII. For this reafon we fliould always 
conceal ourfelves under the name of fome other 
afTociation. The inferior lodoes of Freema- 
sonry ARE THE MOST CONVENIENT CLOAKS for 
our grand objeft, (das fcbickliche kleid fur unfere 
h'ohere zweeke ) becaufe the world is already familiar- 
ized with the idea that nothing of importance, or 
worthy of their attention, can Ipring from Maionry. 
—The name of a literary fociety is alfo a proper 
stalk for our firft claffes. Under fuch a malic, 
Ihould our aflemblies be difeovered, we may con- 
fidently afiert, that the reafon of our holding fecret 
aflemblies was partly to give a greater intereft and 
charm to our purfuits ; partly to keep off the 
crowd, and not to expofe ourfelves to the ban- 
. tering and jealouly of others; in Ihort to hide 
the weaknels of an afibciation ‘ as yet but in its 
infancy.” 


« XXIV. It 
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" XXIV. It is of the utmoft importance for 
us to ftudy the conftitutions of other fecret fo- 
cieties and to govern them. The Regent is even 
bound, after having obtained leave of his fupe- 
riors, to gain admittance into thofe locieties, but 
he muft not undertake too many engagements. 
This is an additional reafon why our Order ihould 
remain fecret. 

. . “ XXV. The higher degrees muft always be 
hidden from the lower. A per/on more willing 
receives orders from a ftranger than from men. in 
%pbm be gradqalfy dij covers a multitude of defeats. 
By this precaution one may keep the inferiors 
in a more proper awe ; for they naturally pay 
greater attention to their behaviour when they 
think themfelves furrounded by perfons who are 
obferving them: at . firft, their virtue may be the 
pffeft of conftraint, but cqftom will foon make it 
habitual.’* j 

“ XXVI. Never lofe fight of the military 
fchools, of the academies, printing prefles, li- 
braries, cathedral chapters, or any public eftablilh- 
ments that can influence education or government, 
lot our Regents perpetually attend to the various 
means, and form plans for making us mailers of all' 
*hele eftablifhments*.” 

« XXVII. Jn 

« * 

* Militair-fchulen, academien, Buchdruckereyen* Bncfc» 
laden, Bom-capitel, vind alles was ein einflufs auf bildung 

and 
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r< XXVII. In general, and independent of their 
particular employment, the grand objeft of our 
Regents muft be an habitual and ponftant applica- 
tion to every thing which can in any way add 1 to 
the perfeftion and to the power of our Order, that 
it may become for future ages the mod perfect 
model of government that can enter the mind of 
man " or, in other words, that it may be here- 
after faid, fuch was the famous affociation which, 
by perpetually perfecting its laws and govern- 
ments, at length taught mankind to caft off every 
law and every government. . It would be ulclefe 
for me to think of adducing farther .proofs to de»» 
monftrate that foch is the real objeft. of the. pre r 
tended perfeftion of Illuminrfm. Themyfteries 
of the Seft have been too clearly laid open forus 
to harbour the fmalleft doubt of their intention. 
Rut to acquire this perfection and power for the 
Seft:, Weifhaupt has modelled ftill farther laws for 
his Regents, according to the different offices they 
hold in the Hierarchy of the. Order*. 

und regierung hatu muft rut aus denaugen gelaffen werden $ 
• und die Regenten follen unaufhprlich plane entwerfeu, wie 
man es anfangen konne, Liber diefelben gewalt zu bekpm- 
men.”' 

# For the whole of the Second Part of this Chapter fee the 
InftruQion B for the Degree of Regent, of which it is nearly a 
literal tranflation. . 

CHAP. 

% 


ur 
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CHAP. XVI. 

\ 

Continuation of the InJlruBions on the Government of 
tire Illuminees-^Laws for the Local Superiors . 


Great as the authority of the Major JJluminees 
over the Minerval Academies may appear at firft 
fight, no perfon of the preparatory clafs is in fadfc 
entrufted with any real authority. Even the 
Scotch Knight in his intermediary dafs does not 
enjoy any. The Order recognizes as real Supe- 
riors none but thofe who have been initiated into 
the clafs of the Myfteries. Even in that clafs the 
adept muft have attained the degree of Regent 
before he can be named Prefedt for the Scotch 
Knights, or Dean of his diftridt. Thofe are the 
firft two offices which the Order confidprs as having 
any real authority over the Brethren. 

Though the Code expreflly declares, that each 
Superior (hall find in his inftrudtions the refpedtive 
laws concerning his particular duty, it certainly 
contains none for the office of Dean. A fingle 
Chapter is indeed to be found in the Code on his 
election and confecration. On the firft eftablilh- 
merit of a, new diftridt he is eledted by the Pro- 
vincial j 
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vincial j but on his depofition or death the Epopts 
afiemble and choofe a fucceffor by the plurality of 
*' votes, the Provincial only having the right of 
confirming fuch an eleftion. With regard to what 
the Code terms his consecration ( Weihung des de- 
cani ), it is generally performed by what is called 
a Plenipotentiary, and in a fort of barbarous Latin, 
extremely inelegant. Were not the impiety of it 
as abominable as the ceremonial is low, it might 
form an excellent fcene for the theatres of Bartho- 
lomew fair. The llluminizing Legislator, a very 
inferior copyift of Moliere’s Malade Imaginaire , ri- 
dicules St. Paul, Mofes, and all religious ceremo- 
nies, as Moliere did the quack difciples of Hip- 
' pocrates. Little wit is required to feoff at reli- 
gious rites, and yet our Legiflator has only fuc- 
ceeded in being diiguftingly impious. Such tur- 
pitude is not worthy bur notice, for none but 
Epopts can admire it j this neverthelefs is all the 
information the Code can give us refpe&ing the 
Dean*. 

The 

• Should any adept wiih for a fpecimen of this miferable 
farce, let him figure to himfelf an aflembly of Epopts in their 
fecerdotal habits. The Delegate opens the piece by Domine 
aperi os meum: The two Afliftants» repeat the fame— 72* 
Plenipotentiary Fili mi quid poftulas ? The Delegate Ut Deus et 
Superiores noitri concedant nobis D?canum hunc quern ad te 
duco. — Plenty. Habetis decretum ? — Habemus— Legatur— 
Communi voto atque confenfu fuperiorum elegimus nobis in 

Decanum 
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The fame cannot be faid of the inftruftiorii fof 
the Prefers. Thefe Local Superiors may have as 
many as eight Lodges at a time under their com- 
mand* 

Decanum Fratrem N. N# Prefbitcnlh Ndftra Provincial 
Majoris Ordinis ycrom at que prudentem hofpitalem, moribus 
ornatum, fapientem, illuminatum et manfuetum, Deo et fu J 
perioribus noftris per omnia placentemque ad Celfitudinis 
veftrae dignitatem adducere, quatenus autore Domino nobis 
velut idoneus Decanes prae-effe valeat ut prodefle^ nofque fob 
ejus lapienti regimine in fecuritate ac quiete magnis feientii* 
aliifque operibus curare ppffimus-^-P/w/. Difpofuifti domui 
tnae l+—Tbe Eleft Difpofui— Nofti quanta fit Decani cura et 
qua poena * infiigantur infideles et delatores ?— ^Duce-me Do- 
mine — Ego audoritate fuperiorumi indudus firmiter fub inter- 
minatione anathematis, inhibeo tibi, ne quid de feientiis oc- 
cultism vel fecreta tibi revelanda abdlicas, furripias, vel alicui 
profano communices. Si tu autem aliquid attentare praefum-' 
fcris, maledidus eris in domo et extra domain, maledidus in 
civitate et in agro, maledidus vigilando et dormiendo,'ma-* 
ledidus manducando et bibendo, maledidus ambulando, et 
fedendo, inaledida erunt caro et ofla, et fanitatem non habebis 
a planta pedis ufque ad verticem. Veniat tunc fuper te 
maledidio quam per Moyfen in lege filio iniquitatis Dominus 
promifit. Deleatur nomen tuum in libro viventium, et cum 
juftis non amplius feribatur, fiat pars et hereditas tua cum Cain 
fratricida, cum Dathan et Abiron, cum Ananid et Saphira, 
cum Simone Mago et Juda proditore. Vide ergo ne quid 
feceris, quo anathema merer is. — Here follow the impojttion of 
kinds, the exhortations , and the benedictions , all in Latin . The 
Offieiator, extending his hands again m the head of the EleS, 
TTTMinates the ceremotty with the following words : Sicut TOS 
Hermon qui defeendit in montem Sion, lie defeendat fuper te 
# Dei 
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inand, partly Minerval, and partly Mafonic. The 
Prefect is the firft Regent within his prefecture, 
and has the direction of all that part of the Order 
(tiled in the Code the lower part of the*edifice. All the 
§>uibus Licets of his diftriCt pafs through his hands. 
He opens thofe of the Scotch Knights , and the Solis 
of the Novices and Minervals ; but every thing 
' elfe he tranfmits to the higher Superiors'. When 
he founds new Lodges, or receives new Brethren, 
he gives the new Geographical names and CbaraSte - 
riftics , yvhich he feleCts from the lift that he has re- 
ceived from the Provincial. He makes a general 
report to the Provincial of every thing that has 
happened within his Prefecture once a month; 
and every three months tranfmits the reverfal let- 
ters, the tablets fent by the Scrutators with notes 
on their political and moral conduCt, and an exaCt 
return of the ftate of the funds belonging to each 
Lodge. He decides on the promotion of the 
Brethren as far as Scotch Knight, but can confer 
the latter degree only with the confent of the Pro- 

Dei fummas lapientis benedidtio (fee the laft works of Spar* 
tacus — Nachricht ai on Weikung tines Decani ) . — What execrable 
impiety mull the Sedt have infufed into its Epopts to expedl 
that fuch an impious derilion of the Scriptures and of the 
molt facred rites could give them pleafure ? Let not the reader 
think that I have exaggerated this barbarous cant. The 
whole ceremony is a buffoonery of the loweft clafs. Impiety 
depraves every thing, even the take for literature. 


vinciaL 
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vincial.— He has the right once a year of com- 
manding all the adepts under his dire&ion to re* 
turn whatever writings the Order may have cn- 
trufted them with— He returns them to thole on. 
whofe fidelity he has reafon to rely, but not to tboje 
whom be may have any reafon to fufpeB, or who are 
intended to be difmiffed *. 

The foundation of the Edifice refts folely on the 
vigilance, experience, and zeal of the Prefelt.— 
And it was to the dire&ion of their conduit in 
every part of the Government that Weilhaupt 
dedicated Tiis lefions under the following heads 
I. Preparation . — II. Tuition of the Pupils . — III. 
Spirit or love of the Order.— Vf . Subordination.— 
V. Secrecy. — Each of thefe articles contains a 
cloud of thofe artifices which the reader has feen 
interlperfed in divers parts of the Code, but which 
now become the peculiar ftudy of the Prefelt. I 
lhall only extralt the molt Itriking, or thole on 
which the Legiflator particularly infills ; fuch, for 
example, as the following, to be found in the firft 
pages of the head Preparation. 

tf Our ftrength chiefly confifts in numbers ; but 
much will alfo depend on the means employed to 
form the pupil— Young people are pliant and 
eafily take the imprefiion. — “ The Prefelt will 
“ therefore fpare no pains to gain polfelfion of the 
“ Schools which lie within his diftrilt, and alfo of 
* Initru&ions C for the Regents, an4 No. i— X. 

their 
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,c their teachers. He will find means of placing 
“ them under the tuition of members of our 
** Order j for this is the true method of infilling 
“ out principles and of training our young men : 

* f it is thus that the moll ingenious men are pre- 
%t pared to labour for us and are brought into dif- 
* l cipline ; and thus the affedtion conceived by our 
“ young pupils for the Order will gain as deep 
** root as do all other early impreflions.” 

Under the fame head are to be found inftruc- 
tions for the Prefedt equally curious, on the pro- 
pagation of the Order. 

“ When a new colony is to be founded, begin 
rc by choofing a bold and enterprizing adept en- 
r< tirely devoted to the Order. Send him fome 
c< time beforehand to live on the fpot where you 

* intend making the new eftablifliment.” 

** Before you proceed to people the extre- 

* mities, begin by making your ground good 
at the centre.” 

“ Your next objedt muft be, to gain over 
:c fuch perfons as are conftant refidents, as Mer - 
'* chants and Canons'* 

“ Such millions Ihould only be entrufted to 

* brethren of independent fortune , and who would 

* occafion no expence to the Order j for though 

* all the Brethren are entitled to fuccour when 

* in real want, yet thofe of one province arc 

* as feldom as poffiblc to be an expence to the 

Vol. III. Aa “ neigh t 
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“ neighbouring ones. Nor are the ocher diftridls 
“ by any means to be made acquainted with the 
“ weaknefs of the Order in yours. Befide, the 
“ funds muft find a fufficiency to fuccour thofe 
* r of the Minerval fchool who may ft and in need 
“ of it, tlut our promifes in their cafe may be 
“ performed.” 

11 You will not feek to extend yourfelf till you 
“ have confolidated your eftablifhment in the ca- 
“ pital of your diftridt.” 

“You will ferioufly examine and cautioufly 
feledt from the Brethren thofe who are the moft 
able to undertake fuch a million. — You will next 
confider whether it wilL be proper to begin your 
eftablilhment by a Minerval Church or a Ma- 
sonic Lodge.” 

“ Pa£ moft particular attention to the naarai 
whom you place at the head of the new colony ss 
obferve whether he is courageous, zealous, pru — 
dent, exadt, and pundtual j whether fitted for th^ 
forming new adepts j whether he enjoys a good3 
reputation or is much confidered ; whether he is* 
, a man of bufinefs and capable of a ferious and - 
conftant application : in Ihort, whether he has all 
the necefiary qualifications for an undertaking of^ 
fuch high importance.” 

“ Confider alfo the locality. Is the place pro- 
pofed near to or diftant from the capital of your 
diftridt ? — Is it a dangerous or fafe fituadon for 
5 &cb 
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.fuch an undertaking ?— Is it great or fmall, more 
or lefs populous ? — By what means can you beft 
fucceed, and which can be eafieft employed ? — 
What time would be requifite for the perfecting 
-of fuch an eftablifhment ? —To what perfons can 
you apply on firft fetting off? — If your firft ap- 
plications be ill made, all future attempts will be 
fruitkfs. — What pretence; or what name is to be 
•suffumed ? — How is the new colony to be fubordi- 
nated or co-ordinated ? that is to fay, what Supe- 
riors fhall it be under, and with what Lodges fhall 
4t correfpond ? ” 

<c When you Ihall have acquired fufficient 
•ftrength in your new colony, and particularly if 
our Brethren enjoy the firft dignities of the ftate, 
if they may freely and openly fhow themfelves 
formidable to their opponents, and make them 
feel the painful confluences of counteracting the 
views of the Order ; if you have wherewith to 
jatisfy the wants of the Brethren ; if, fo far from 
having to fear from the government, the Order 
direCts thofe who hold the reins — Then be af- 
fured that we fhall not be wanting in numbers or 
in the choice of adepts ; we fhall loon have more, 
than we have occafion for. I cannot too ftrongly 
recommend this method of proceeding 
. “• If it be neceffary for us to be matters of 
**. the. ordinary fchools, of how much more im- 
tf pontance will it be to gain over the ecclefiajtical 
A a 2 " femi- 
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<f Jiminaries and tbeir Superiors! With them we 
“ gain over the chief part of the country, we acquire • 
“ the fupport of the greateft enemies to innovation j 
** and the grand point of all is, that through the 
** clergy we become mafiers of the middli and lower 
“ claffes of fbe people 

“ But remember that great caution is neceflary 
“ with the Ecclefiaftics. Thefe gentlemen art 
“ generally either too free or too fcrupulous j and. 

“ thole who are too free have feldom any morals.” 
The Legiflator then proceeds to the exclufion oF 
the religious, and tells the Inlinuator to avoid the^ 
Jefuits as he would the plague. 

While pending thefe laws, I fuppofe the reader" - 
makes nearly the fame refledtions which I am 
tempted every inftant to commit to paper.— 
Should the following article ever meet the eye 
of a Prince, it will give him ample room for 
refledlion. 

“ When the Prefedt lhall have gradually fuc- 
“ ceeded in placing the mod zealous members 
“ of the Order in the councils and offices under 
“ the Prince, he will have arrived at the full 
“ extent of his commiffion. He will have done 
“ much more than if he had initiated the Prince 
“ himfelf*.” 

« In 

• Karin der'Prafeft die fiirftlichen Dicafterien und Rathe 
nach und nach mit eifrigen ordens-mitgliedern befetzen, fo 
6 hat 
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c< In general. Princes are not to be admitted 
“ into the Order, and even thofe who are re- 
“ ceived are feldom to be permitted to rife above 
<l the degree of Scotch Knight” 

■ After what has been feen of this degree and 
thofe that precede, it is rather extraordinary that 
Weifhaupt Ihould deign to grant admiflion to 
Princes j for be did not wait for this degree 
before he clearly infinuated his plans. Princes, 
at leaft, who had not furmifed them before their 
admiflion to that degree muft have been void of 
penetration indeed. What hopes then could the 
Legiflator entertain of their not perceiving his 
plots againft all legitimate authority ? His con- 
fidential letters will explain the enigma: — 
<e Brethren,” he writes to his Areopagites, ** you 
“ will take care to have the following corrections 
“ made before you fhow the conftitutions of our 
t( degrees to the Elector. — In the degree of Minor 
" Illuminee in place of the words imbecile Monks 
“ fay imbecile men — In the degree of Major Illu- 
“ minee blot out the words Priejls and Princes are 
** in our way. — With refpeft to the degree of 
“ Priefi fhow no part of it excepting the dijcourje 
“ on Jciences , and read that over carefully left 
“ any allufion or reference to any other part of the 

hat er alles gethan, was er thun konte. £s ift mehr, als wenn 
er den fiirlten aufgenommen hatte. 

A a 3 
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H degree Jhould remain * Thefc corredions begin 
to clear the enigma j a more infidious expedient 
will veil his plots in complete darknefs. “ I meant 
fays Weilhaupt when fpeaking to die Areopagifiesf 
of the inferior degrees, <f to revi/e the whole 
“ Jyftem” Then, attributing to the Jefuits his' 
own immorality, he fays, 4t I mean that it ftiould 
“ be a complete Jefuitical piece 5 not a (ingle 
“ word fhall be found in it that can in any way be 
<c cavilled at by religious or political governments.- 
“ Let us ad with caution ; do nothing without a 
“ reafon; things muft be prepared and brought 
** on ftep by ftep f.” The adept who has given . 
us the raoft complete and candid account of the 
degrees' of Illuminifm affure us, that he had feen 
a difcourfe for the degree of Epopt in which 
every thing refpeding religion and government 
was omitted J. 

Here then we find Weifhaupt not only cor- 
reding but even forming fiditious degrees to 
dupe the princely adept, and to perfuade him 
that the dark and myfterious recedes of the hire- 
ling crew have been laid open to him, while 
the real adept fmiles at his credulity. Such ar- 
tifice certainly aggravates Wcilhaupt’s criminality. 

* Orig.Writ.Vol.il. 2d Jan. 1785. 

+ Ibid. — Weilhaupt’s Let. 15th March, 1781. 

t Gefchichte der illumin. Grad. Page 66 . 

But 
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But will that excufe the princely adept ? Not- 
withftanding the veil artfully thrown over the im- 
pious and feditious principles of the Sedt, did he 
not begin by /wearing obedience and froteSlion to 
the Order ? His court foon fwarms with Dlu- 
minees j he thinks he reigns over them, but is no 
more than their ftately captive. And Ihould he 
fall their vidtim, will it not be faid that he met 
with his juft fate ? What ftrange madnefs can 
induce Princes to inferibe their names on the 
regifters of fecret focieties ! Have they not 
duties to fulfil toward the public ? On what 
right can their oaths of fubmiffion and protedtion 
be grounded, fworn in the recedes of fecret 
X.odges, to men who hide themfelves from public 
view, when their labours, cares, and protedting 
power, are to extend over the whole ftate and to 
all its citizens ? On the throne, or with pre ten- 
lions to it, do they not degradingly fwear obedi- 
ence and protedtion to Mafters of Lodges ! By 
what right will they promulgate laws emanating 
from Lodges ? When their fubjedts fwore allegi- 
ance and fidelity to them, did thofe fubjedts ex- 
pedt to be governed by a flave, or to be fubjedted 
to laws proclaimed indeed by their Prince, but 
didtated by fome Majler Ilhiminee or Roficrucian ? 
And ye, magiftrates of the people, who are to 
fit in judgment over the mutual and difputed 
claims of the citizens in general, what confidence 
A a 4 can 
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can be placed in you after you have fwom obe- 
dience and prote&ion to this illuminizing Sed, 
even in actions juft or unjuft ? Such refledions 
will rife refulgent from the page of hiftory ; and 
would to God that the Revolution had hot already 
indelibly engraven them ! 

If ever fclf-love Ihould have dire&ed the 
actions of men, and fupplied the place of nobler 
motives, the princely dupe will have found ample 
matter in the laws of Illuminifm to ftimulate his, 
when he but cafts his eye on the following article 
contained in the inftrudions for the Prefeds, or 
local Superiors, under the head formation of pupils: 
“ What will numbers avail us, if unity and firni- 
larity of fentiment do not prevail ? — No rank , no 
ftate of life , can difpenfe the Brethren from our 
labours or our trials. To accuftom them to dfcfpife 
all diftindions, and to view the world and human 
nature in the grand fcale, the Prefect fhall care- 
fully colled: all the anecdotes he can, remarkable 
either for their generofity or meannefs, not re- 
garding to whom they relate, whether Princes 
or Citizens, rich or poor. He will tranfmit them 
to the Matters of the Minervals ; and thefe will 
expofe them in a proper manner to their pupils. 
They will not forget to give the name of the 
Prince or great perfonage, though the trait fhoukl 
dilhonour him ; “ for,” fays the Code, u every 
** member muft be made fenfible, that we diftri- 

“ butc 
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«f faute impartial juftice, and that among us the 
“ wicked man upon the throne is called a vil- 
Cf lain ( ein fchurke beijl) juft as freely, if not more 
v fo, than the criminal who is being led to the 
** gallows.” 

Under the fame head we may obferve another » 
article remarkable enough, on the means of ren- 
dering the language of the adepts more uniform 
when fpeaking before any of the Order, or of facts 
relating to it. - 

On thefe occafions the Prefect will take care 
£ecretly to inftrudt the lower Superiors in what ftile . 
they are to hold forth, what ideas to propagate, 
and in what manner they fhould make their pupils 
ipeak. tf Hence the pupils will conftantly accord 
** themfelves in every thing, whether in language 
** or adtion, with the Superiors, though their mo- 
tg tives may be unknown to them. By thefe 
means we (hall all tend toward the fame ob- 

jedt; the young adepts will accuftom themfelyes 
*« to fearch and dive into the intentions of the 
•* Order ; to refrain from adting, or to be filent 
** on all doubtful occafions, till they have received 
w the advice or orders of their Superior as to 
w what they ought to do or fay.” 

Under the head Love or Spirit of the Order , the 
Prefedt is inftrudted, that fuch .Love or Spirit is to 
be infufed by defcanting on the beauty and im- 
portance of the- objedt of the Sedt, the integrity 
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of its members, the greatnefs and certainty of its 
means, the utility, of the inftrudtion imparted* and 
fccurity promifed to all its pupils by the Order.— 
This Love will always be proportionate to the 
certainty of being happy while attached to the Order, 
and of finding real bapptnefs in no other place. To 
ftimulate it, be muft always feed them with the 
hopes of new difeoveries more and more important * 
and, left their zeal fhould diminifh, " try to keep 
our pupils Lonftantly occupied with objefts relating 
to the Order •, make it their favorite purfuit . — 
See what the Roman Catholic Church does to 
make its religion familiar to its followers, how it 
keeps their attention inceflantly toward it j model 
yourfelf by that. — It would be impoflible to fore- 
fee all cafes and lay down rules for them ; — Let it 
then be the conftant ftudy of the Prefects and othei* 
Superiors to prepare themfelves for unforefeen 
events — Let them propofe and diftribute prizes 
for the beft compofitions on luch cafes. Perpe- 
tual vigilance will render it impoflible for the 
edifice not fooner or later to fucceed, and to take 
a proper confiftency according to the local cir- 
cumftances. Exhort the Brethren to compla- 
. cency, beneficence, and generofity toward each 
other and toward the Order." 

The next article treats of Obedience . Here the 
Prefedt is informed, “ That (hould he have been 
diligent and fuccefsful in imprefling the young 

pupils 
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pupils with the grandeur of the views of the SeCt> 
they will doubtlefs obey the Superiors with plea- 
. fure. How can they do otherwife than fubmit 
themfelves to be conduced by Superiors who 
have fo carefully guided them hitherto, who con- 
tributed fo much to their prefent happinefs, and 
who promife to perpetuate it in future ? May 
the man who is not to be enticed into obedience 
by fuch advantages be rejected from among us ; 
let him be cafi out from the Jociety of the ele£t! The 
fpirit of obedience is to be more particularly in- 
filled by example and inftruCtion-— by the con- 
viction, that to obey our Superiors is in faCt only 
fulfilling our own inclination — by the gradual pro- 
grefs of the degrees — by the hopes of difeovering 
more important truths — by fear properly managed 
•^by honours, rewards, and diftinCtions granted 
to the docile — by _ contempt eaft on the ftubborn 
—by avoiding familiarity with the inferiors — by 
the exemplary punilhment of the rebellious — by 
the feledtion of thole whom we know to be devo- 
ted to us and ready to execute all our commands 
—by a particular attention to the Shibtts Licets 
whereby we may fee how far the Orders of the 
Superiors have been executed ; — and by the 
punctuality of the intermediary Superiors in fend- 
. ing thet ablets or reports refpeCting their inferiors. 
The more particular thefe tablets are , the better they 
V)ill be ; for it is on them that all the operations of 

the 
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the Order are grounded. It is by their means that 
the progrefs and number of the Brethren are to be 
known; that the ftrength or wcaknefs of the 
machine, and the proportion and adhefion of all 
its parts arc to be calculated, and that the promo- 
tion of the Brethren, the merits and demerits of 
the affemblies, of the Lodges, and of their Supe- 
riors, are to be judged. 

When treating of Secrecy, “ the Prefed is in- 
formed, that this- is the moft ejfential article ; and it 
is on that account that even in countries where the 
Sed may have acquired fufficient power to throw 
off the ma(k, it is to remain veiled in dark- 
nefs.” 

“ The Prefed is always to hide with dexterity 
the real objed of his views according to locsd 
circumftances. Let him agree with the Provin- 
„ cial on what fhape he fhall aflume to conceal the 
Order.~As in the religious inftitutions of the 
Roman Church, where religion, alas! is but a 
pretext ; exadly fo, only in a nobler manner , muft 
we enwrap our Order in the forms of a mercantile 
fociety , or fome other exterior of a fimilar nature .” 

In vain would the reader a(k me, whence the 
Illuminized Code had taken the idea of Religion 
being only a pretext for the religious inllitutions 
in the Catholic Church. It has not comer to my 
knowledge, that the moft barefaced Sophifters 
have ever advanced a calumny of this fort. I 

have 
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have feen the religious founders, fuch as St. Fran- 
cis, St. Benedict, or St. Balil, and other founders 
of orders, deferibed by the Sophifters as fuper- 
ftitious enthufiafts. But even among the apoftates 
who muft have been acquainted with the Orders 
they had lived in, we have never heard one pre? 
tend that Religion was only a pretext either for 
the'inftitution they abandoned, or for their an- 
cient brethren ? Did any of them ever affert, that 
ambition, avarice, or any pretext befide Religion, 
had given rife to the foundation of the Order of 
the Capuchins, Friars, Benedi&ines, or Carme- 
lites, and of fo many other convents deftined for 
men or women ? This, however, is not a ca- 
lumny originating with Weilhaupt j it is not to 
be found in his inftrudtions fent to Knigge, and 
on which the latter formed the Code of Laws for 
the Regents and Local Superiors, though he fub- 
joined many of his own ideas. Knigge was totally 
ignorant of every , thing relating to religious Or- 
ders. Weilhaupt was born a Roman Catholic, 
and might indeed, in his impiety, have repeated 
the ideas of many apoftate Sophifters, or have left 
the ftrange comparifon of his Illuminifm with the 
religious inftitutes, lince it was in the Code : but 
I Ihould be truly fupprized were I to find that it 
was a calumny of his invention. He knew too 
well how much he ftood in need of darknefs to 
envelope his defigns i and he alfo knew, that in 

the 
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the Roman Catholic Church no religious inftitutt 
was adopted, until it had been made public and 
examined by the conftituted authorities. 

After this abfurd calumny follows a recapitula- 
tion of every thing we have already expofed to our 
readers in the firft Chapters of this Volume, oa 
the neceflity of concealing the proceedings and even 
the very exigence of the Lodges. But I find the 
following additions in this place. 

“ Left the -number of the Brethren ftiould ex- 
pofe them to difeovery, by their affemblies being 
too numerous, the Prefect will take care that no 
more than ten members fliall affemble in the fame 
Minerval Church.” 

“ Should any place contain a greater number of 
€t pupils, the Lodges muft be multiplied, or dif- 
“ ferent days ofaffembly muft be afiigned, that all 
tf 'may not meet at once ; and fhould there be 
Kt feveral Minerval Churches in the fame town, 
* c the Prefed will take care that thofe of one 
tc Lodge fhall know nothing of the others.” For 
the better diredion of the lower part of the edi- 
fice, he will obferve the following rules — He is to 
nominate the Magiftrates of the Minervals-, but 
the chief of thefe Magiftrates can only be named 
with the confent of the Provincial. He will be 
refponfible for thofe he naipes.-^-He will over- 
look the Masonic and Minerval Lodges, to fee 
that every thing is regularly and pundually execu- 
ted. 
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ted. He will not permit any difcourfts to be de- 
livered there which may give any ftrong fufpicionj 
of what is contriving again# Religion, the ftate, 
or morals.— He will fuffer no Brother to be ad* 
vanced to the higher degrees before he has ac* 
quired the requilite qualities and principles ; on this 
point, fays the Code, he cannot carry his precau- 
tions, anxiety, and JcrupuloJity too far. 

“ It has already been ftated in the rules, that 
perfons not belonging to the Order may be recei- 
ved into the Masonic Lodges of Uluminifm — 
The Prefed will carefully watch left any of thefe 
ftrangers fhould take the lead in the Lodges.— 
They lhould as far as poflible be honeft men, 
fcdate, and quiet ; but by fome means or other 
' they lhould be made ufeful to the, Order. — With- 
out leave of the Provincial, the Prefect lhall hold 
no correfpondence on matters relating to the Or- 
der with any perfon out of his province — as his 
peculiar objed will be, to watch over and to in- 
ftrud the Superiors of the Minerval and Masonic 
Lodges, he will have recourfe to the Provincial in 
all doubtful cafes of any importance. 

“ Let the Prefed make himfelf perfed mailer 
of thefe rules j let him follow them with precifion ; 
let him always attend to the whole of the objed j 
let him take care that each one may attend to his 
duty doing neither more nor lefs than the law re - 

quires ; 


3*7 



368 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPlRACT - . 


quires j and he will find in this inftrudtion all that 
is neceflary for the regulation of his conduct. ” 
Such is the promife which terminates the laws 
for the Prefect of Illuminifm. The five articles 
treated of in thefe regulations are prefaced by a 
far more pompous promife : c< If, it is faid, we 
“ have exactly forefeen every thing relating to 
“ thefe five articles , nothing will be impoffible for 
** us in any country under the Sun*.’* 

* Ift nnn in diefeji fiinf ftiicken alles gehorig beforgt. Id 
ift in iedem lande unter der fonne nichts unmoglich— The 
whole of this Chapter is extracted from the Jnftrudions C for 
the Prefed, from Page 14^ to 166. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


InJlruEiiovs for the Provincial, . 

By far the greater part of the code of laws 
vhich has juft been laid before the reader as 
elating to the Regents and PrefeSs of the Illu- 
ninees, was originally written by Weilhaupt for 
he inftruftion of his Provincials. This is evident 
rom the firft digeft of thefe laws, as they appear 
n the fecond part of the fecond volume of the 
Original Writings of the Se< 5 t, from page 17 to 43. 
t is even one of thofe parts which Knigge lboked 
ipon as a mafter-piece of politics*. So replete 
vith artifice did he think it, that he deemed it a 
>ity to circumfcribe the knowledge of it to the 
Provincials alone. The reader has feen what ufe 
le has made of them, thoroughly perfuaded that 
:he Regents in general, and particularly the Local 
Superiors, could greatly benefit the Order by 
ittending to them. The Areopagites and Ge- 
leral confented to thele new difpofitions j but the 
bllowing part of this chapter reipained appropri- 
ited to the Provincials. 

* See his laft Obfemtions. 

Vol. III. B b 
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“ I. The Provincial (hall make himfelf perfect 
matter of the whole conftitution of the Order.— 
The fyftem of it fhould be as familiar to him as 
if he had invented it.” 

<c II. As a guide for all his aCtions, he fhall 
adopt the whole government and the inftru&ions 
already laid down for the Regents and Local Su- 
periors, not neglecting a (ingle rule.” 

“ III. The Provincial (hall be chofen by the 
Regents of his Province, and be confirmed by 
the National Superior ....*. The high Supe- 
riors (the Areopage and General) have the power 
of depofing him,” 

“ IV. He (hall be a native of, or at lead be 
thoroughly acquainted with the province under 
his infpeftion.” 

“ V. He (hall be engaged as little as poffible in 
public concerns, or in any other enterprize, that 
he may devote all his time to the Order.” 

“ VI. He Jhall ajfume the character of a man re- 
tired from the world, and who only feeks reft." 

“ VII. He (hall fix his refidence as nearly as 
poffible in the centre of his province, the better 
to watch over the different diftri&s.” 

:<£ VIII. On his being named Provincial, he 
(hall leave ' his .former chara&eriftic; ' and affiime 

* There is an omiflion in the copy from which thefe rules 
have been printed^ which makes part of this article unintel- 
ligible. 
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that which the high Superiors fhall give him.-** 
The fame Superiors -will fend him the impreflioq 
of the feal he is to bear, and he will wear it en- 
graved on his ring.” 

<f IX. The archives of the provice, which the 
Regents will have taken care to feal up and carry 
away on the demife .of his predeceffor, are to he 
entrufted to him on his nomination.” 

“ X. The Provincial will monthly tranfmit the 
general report of his province to the National 
Infpedor immediately over him. As he himfelf 
only receives the reports of the Local Superiors 
a fortnight after the month is up, he will nece£ 
larily be always a month behind-hand, making, 
for example, the report of May about the end of 
June, and fo on. This report will be fubdivided 
into as many parts as he has Prefers under his 
infpedtion. He will carefully note every thing of 
confequence that has happened in any of the 
fthools or lodges : alfo the names, ages, country, 
Ration in life, and the date of the reverjal letters, 
of each new adept j the high Superiors wilhing to 
have no further information concerning the new 
adepts until they come to the clafs of Regent, un- 
lefs on fome particular occafion.” 

_ <c XI. Befide this monthly report, he is to 
apply to the National Superior in all extraordinary 
cafes which are not left to his decifion. He is 
alfo to fend in his perfona} 'tablets every three 
Bb 2 months* 
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months ; and he will undertake no political enter- 
prize without having firft confulted,” 

“ XII. He has nothingHo do with the. other 
Provincials. Let things go well or ill in a neigh- 
bouring province, it is no bufinels of his. If he 
vilhes to afk any thing of the other Provincials, 
let him apply to the National Infpe6tor. v 

“ XIII. If he has any complaint to make againft 
the Infpedtor, he will direct his letter Soli or J?rimo.” 

“ XIV. All the Regents of the province are 
his counfellors j they are to fecond and help him 
in all his enterprises. If it be convenient to him, 
he lhould have two of them near his perfon to ferve 
him as fecretaries.” 

“ XV. He confirms the nominations of all the 
Superiors of the inferior degrees. He alfo names 
the Prefers, but they muft be approved by the 
Director, • who can refufe his fandlioh.” 

“ XVI. He has a right to fend the brethren 
who are penftoned by the Order, and to employ 
them in thofe parts of the province where he may 
think them moft ufeful.” 

“ XVII. and XVIII. He tranfmits the charac- 
ter! flies of the brethren and geographical names of 
the lodges to the Prefects, as he receives them 
from the high Superiors.” 

“ XIX. He is alfo to fend the names of the 
excluded brethren, that an exaft lift may be pre- 
ferved in all the aflembKcs,” 


“ XX. When 
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" XX, When he has any reprimand to make 
to a Brother, whom it may be dangerous to of* 
fend, he will alfume an unknown hand, and the 
fignature of Bajyle. This name, which no Mem-; 
ber of the Order bears, is peculiarly preferved for 
that object. 

"■XXI. He will fometimes write to the Infer- 
rior degrees; and on the propofition of the 
Epopts he will decide what books are to be put 
into the hands of the young adepts according to 
the degrees they are in. — He is as much as polE * 
ble to promote libraries, cabinets of natural phi- 
lolbphy, Mufaumsy collections of.manufcripts, &c. 
in the moft convenient parts of his Province; thefe, 
it may eafily be conceived,, are only intended for 
the adepts. 

" XXII. The Provincial opens the letters of 
the Minor and Major Illuminees which are di- 
rected Soli. He alfo reads the Quibus Licet s of 
the Epopts and Pritnos of the Novices ; but can 
neither open the Primo Of -the Minerval, the Soli 
of the Knight, nor the gjuibus Licet of rhe Re- 
gent*.” This gradual power of opening the let- 
ters of the Brethren according to the degree they 
belong to, plainly indicates that fome mark pecu- 
liar to each degree is made ufe of-^ but I have not 

,!r.n 

• This article is extracted from the inftruftionj . fpf the 
Prefect ; but, being directly addreffed to the Provincial, I have 
placed it here. 

B b 3 been 
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been able to difeover that mark. The reader 
will have obferved, that all the letters, even the 
Status licet are opened by Brethren of a higher 
degree than that of the adept who writes ■, and 
confequently he never can know who it is that 
anfwers him, as the rules of this Hierarchy are 
only made known to the Brethren in proportion 
as they rife in dignity. The Provincial hitnftlf 
can only form a conjecture as to the perfons who 
open his letters and thofe of the other Brethren 
which he is not permitted to open himfelf. 

“ XXIII. He Ihall raife no Brother to the 
degree of Regent, without having firft obtained 
the confent of the National InfpeCtor. 

“ XXIV. He is to inform the Dean of the 
branch of fcience which each new adept has made 
choice of on his admiflion into the Minerval Aca- 
demy. 

“ XXV. Left any of the Archives fhould be 
miflaid, he will take care to form but one bundle 
of all the tablets, reverfal letters, and other docu- 
ments relating to the fame adept. 

“ XXVI. He will apply himfelf to procure as 
many co-operators as poflible for the Order, in the 
ffientific branches, . 

.‘SXXVIL: will tranfmit to the Deans all 

remarkable treatifes or difeourfes, and every thing 
relative to the degree of Epopt ; for example, the 
lives fuftorical or charadteriftic, diflertations, &c. 

6 “ XXVIII. If 
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“ XXVIII. If among the Epopts any men be 
found endowed with great talents, but little fitted 
for the political government of the Order, the 
Provincial mult devife means of removing them 
from fuch fundlions. 

** XXIX. When the Chapters of the Scotch 
Knights are compofed of more than twelve Knights, 
he will raife the ableft among them to the degree 
of Epopt. 

“ XXX. In each Chapter he will have a confi- 
dential Epopt, who will be his fecret cenfor or fpy. 

<c XXXI. The Provincial will receive his let- 
ters patent from the National Superior— When he 
ifiues thole for the Chapters of the Scotch Knights, 
he will make ufe of the following formula : “ We 
“ of the Grand Lodge of the Germanic Orient y 
“ conftituted Provincial and Mailer of the diftridt 
“ of N N, make known that by thefe prefents we 
“ give to the venerable Brother (here is fhe cha- 
“ radleriftic and true name of the new Venerable 
“ or Mafter) full powers to eredt a fecret Chap- 
(e ter of the mofi holy Scotch Masonry, and to 
“ propagate this Royal Art conformably to his 
“ inftrudtions by the eftablifhment of new Mafo- 
<c nic Lodges of the three fymbolic degrees — 
“ Given at the Diredtory of the Diftridl — 

( L. S. ) Secret Provincial 

of the Directory. 

“ Without any further Signature. 

Bb 4 


« XXXIII. To 
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** XXXIII. To fay every thing in a few words, 
the Provincial has the fpecial charge of putting 
his province in a proper iituation for attempting 
every thing for the general good, and for prevent- 
ing all evil. — Happy the Jiate where out Order Jhall 
have acquired Jucb power! Nor will it prove a dif- 
ficult talk for the Provincial who lhall implicitly 
follow the inftruftions of his high Superiors.— 
Seconded by fo many able men deeply verfed in 
moral fciences t fubmilfive and fecretly labouring 
like himfelf, there can be no noble enterprize 
which he may not undertake, nor evil defign 
which he cannot avert — Therefore let there be no 
connivance at faults j no Nepotifm 3 no private 
piques j no views but for the general good; no 
obje&, no motives but thofe of the Order. “ And 
“ let the Brethren rely upon us, that we lhall 
“ never create any Provincials but fuch as are 
“ capable of fulfilling thefe duties j but let it be 
<c alfo remembered that we referve in our bands all 
“ the means neceffary for chafttfing the man who 
“ Jhould prefume to abufe the power he has received 
“ from us*.” 

** XXXIV. This power muft never be em- 
ployed but for the good of the Brethren. We 
lhould indeed help all whom we can help } but 
when the circumftances are fimilar, the members 

* See the Xnftruftion D for the degree of Regent. 

of 
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of our fociety are always to have the preference. 
Particularly as to thofe whofe fidelity is proof 
againft all the powers of fedudtion. In their fup- 
port let us be prodigal of our toils, our money, 
our honour , pur goods, even our blood j and let the 
haft affront offered to any IUuminee be the general 
caufe of the Order." 

Thus terminate the inftrudtions for the Provin- 
cial. They forewarn us of the exiftence of a moft 
tremendous power above him whence all the au- 
thority of the Order emanates ; a power which re- 
lerves to itfelf the means of chaftifing whoever 
fhall abufe that portion which it has entrufted to 
any of its adepts j that is to fay, who (hall not 
have made it fubfervient to the grand objedt and 
to all the plots of the Sedt. — There are, in fadt, 
three offices in the Hierarchal Order of Superiors 
above the Provincial. Firft, the National Direc- 
tory then the Supreme Council called the Areopagites 
by the Sedt, the authority of which extends over 
the Illuminees of all nations ; and that is pre- 
lided over by the General of the Order. The fol- 
lowing Chapter will give every light on thefe 
jfupreme Magiftrates of Illuminifm which the 
Jcnown Archives of the Sedt can refledt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Of the National Directors, of the Areopagites , and of 
the General of ffluminijm. 

In the general plan of the Government of the 
Illuminees it is faid, that every Brother fhall re* 
ceive particular inftru&ions according to the rank 
he holds in the Hierarchy of the Order: Yet I 
have never been able to difeover thofe intended 
for the ule of the National Directors. This part 
of the Code is not to be found either in the two 
volumes fo often quoted of the Original Writing s, 
or in that of Philo and Spartacus which has thrown 
fo much light on the myfteries. It does not ap- 
pear, that any of the German writers who have 
been the beft informed on, and the molt ftrenuous . 
opponents of, Illuminifm have ever been able to 
difeover them. For fome time I even entertained 
doubts whether the Superiors called National Di- 
reftorst and thofe ltyled lnfpeStorSy were not of 
the fame degree in the Hierarchy of the Seft. — - 
They were certainly dillintt employments in the 
year 178a j for Weilhaupt’s letters at that period 
mention Germany as divided into three infpettionSy 
each Infpettor having feveral Provincials fubordi- 
. nate 
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nate to him *. But, on the other fide, the gene- 
ral account which the Order puts into the hands of 
its Regents, and the laft works of Philo printed 
in 1788, mention no intermediate office between 
the Provincials and the Nationals , which latter are 
lometimes defcribed as National Superiors , at others 
as National InJpeSors. Their correfpondence and 
iubordination is diredt from the Supreme Coun- 
cil f. It is therefore evident, that in the laft 
digeft of the Code the two offices of National 
Infpeftor and 'Director were united. Byt in vain 
would the Sedt conceal the inftrudtions which it 
has appropriated to the functions of thefe National 
Superiors. The denomination alone teftifies the 
importance which attaches to their office ; and if 
the precife nature of their duties be wanting, it 
is eafy to fopply the deficiency, by what has al- 
ready efcaped the vigilance of the Sedt in the 
foregoing parts of the Code. 

Let the reader recall to his mind what has been 
laid in the Chapter on the Epopts , of the fyftems 
■which they were to form in order to feize on the 
empire of the fciences and diredt them all toward 
the accomplilhment of the plots of the Sedt. In 
the fame degree we have feen them annually af- 
iembling in each province, and compiling from 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 15, to Cato. 

t Direftions Syftem, No. 5, and Philo’s Endliche erkia- 
xung. Page 81. 

their 
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their partial attacks every means that their inven- 
tions could furnifh, infallibly to enflave the public 
opinion, and to eradicate from the minds of the 
people what the Sedt is pleafed to call religious 
prejudices. We have feen the clafs of the Regents 
more particularly occupied in fapping the founda- 
tions of the throne, and in deftroying that vene- 
ration in which nations held the perfons and func- 
tions of their Sovereigns — Nay, there exifts a par- 
ticular law framed for the Epopts which has not 
yet been cited, and which muft here be introduced. 
It is to be found in the Second Volume of the Origi- 
nal Writings , fecond Seftion, intitled — Articles agreed 
■upon by the Areopagites in Ardpmetb , 1 1 5 1 (A. D. 
December 1781) — There, under the article High 
Mysteries, I read, “ If among our Epopts any 
“ fpeculative geniufes are to be found, they (hall 
€c be admitted to the degree of Mage. — Thele 
* { adepts lhall be employed in collecting and di- 
** gelling all the grand philofophical fyftems, and 
* f will invent or compile for the people a fyftem of 
tc religion which our Order means as foon as pof- 
“ fible to give to the.univerfc 


* Sowerden die felben Magi — Diefe fammeln und bringen 
die hohere philofophifche fyfteme in ordnung, und bearbeiten 
ein ‘volks-religitn, welche der Orden demnachften der welt 
geben will. — In the original, which is in Cato-Zwack’a hand- 
writing,. the words volks-rejigion are ,in .cypher, thus 20, 14, 
2,3,18, — 17,8,2,4,6,4,14,13. 
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I do not forget that I am to treat of the Na- 
tional "Dire ttors ; but am fomewhat afraid that my 
readers may adduce this plan for giving a new re- 
ligion to the whole univerfe, as invalidating their 
plot for the deftru&ion of every religion. Let 
fuch readers, however, refledt on the religion 
which Weilhaupt has himfelf laid down for his 
Mages. It is the rankeft Spinojtfm , admitting of 
no God but the world itfelf ; that is to fay, abfo- 
lute Atheifm. Let them alfo remember, that one 
of the laft fecrets of the Grand Myfteries, is to 
reveal to the adepts that all religions are grounded 
on and are the invention of impofture. Nor is it 
by any means difficult to account for thefe two 
fchemes of the Seft, the one for the creation of 
a new religion, the other for the deftruftion of all t 
Thefe plans are to be fucceffive in their opera- 
tions. Sentiments of Religion are too deeply en- 
graven in the minds of the people for Weilhaupt 
to flatter himfelf with fuddenly eradicating it, or 
at leaft without lubftituting fome capricious and 
fophifticated faith, which in reality would no more 
conftitute a religion than the JVorJhip of Reafov, of 
which the French Revolution has given us an im- 
pure eflay. The religion, therefore, to be in- 
vented by the Mages of Illuminilm is no more 
than a preparatory ftep that fhould deftroy the 
religion of Chrift throughout the univerfe. This 
advantage gained, it will remain no very difficult 

talk 
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talk to open the eyes of the whole world on the 
inanity and impoflure of their own j and thus it 
will have ierved as a fcaffolding which naturally 
difappears with the edifice that is to be pulled 
down. This religion to be invented may be con-' 
fidered as on a parallel with thole new governments# 
thofe democracies# which are to amufe the people 
until the period lhall come when their Illuminizing 
Equality and Liberty lhall have taught them, that 
each one is eiTentially his own fovereign, that this 
lovereignty is an imprefcriptible right inherent 
in each man# in direct oppofition to democracy, 
and even to all property or focial compact. 

Such is the general tenour of the fyftems to be 
invented and profecuted by the Sedt, for attaining 
the grand objedt of thefe Conipiratots. AH the 
adepts which the Sedt comprifes under the deno- 
mination of fpeculative geniufes are perpetually la* 
bouring at thefe fyftems under the diredtion of the 
Provincials. But they are not the perfons who 
complete the plans j they are only to prelent the 
firft Iketch, which each Provincial is obliged to 
tranfmit to the National Directory , there to under- 
go a further inveftigation and receive its final 
polilh *. One of the firlt duties, therefore, of the 
National Director will be to colledt all thefe anti- 
religious and anti-focial fyftems, to pafs judg- 

* InftrudtioBs for the degree of Epopt, No. 12 and 14. 
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ment on them, and to declare how far they can 
contribute towards the univerfal diforganization. 
But even thefe could not alone fuffice for fo great 
a work i they are furrounded by the Eleft of the 
nation as the Provincial is by the Chofen of the 
provinces. This council of the Ele6t, after ma- 
ture deliberation, declare which are the fyftems 
that are worthy of being adopted by the Order j 
and they will make all the additions and, cor- 
reftions that they may conceive conducive to the 
fuccels of the general plan. Thus corrected and 
digefted, thefe fyftems of impiety and diforganiza- 
tion are depofited in the archives of the Dire&or, 
which now become national. It is to thefe that 
the Provincials have recourfe in all their doubts, 
and hence flow all thofe lights which are to expand 
themfelves throughout the nation : — — ic is hence 
alfo that the National Director * will take all the 
new regulations which he may judge necefiary for 
the better combination and concordance of the 
efforts of the National Btethren. — But the Se£t 

• Defwegen kommen jarlich ein mal alle Prefbyter einer 
provinz auf der groffen Synode zufammen, machen ein groffes 
verzeichnifs der in diefem jahr gefammlten beylagen an die 
National Direction wo felbft es in die haupt— Jcatalog eingetra- 
gen, und damit ein fchatz von kenntniffen formirt wird, 
woraus jeder befridigt werden kann : denn daraus werden die 
regel abftrahirt, und was nocb fehlt, weitere beobachtungs 
aufgaben, wife fchon ervahnt worden, aufgefchrieben um fefte 
fatze zu bekommen. Ibid. No. 15. 


does 
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does not confine its views to one nation. It has 
formed within itfelf a fupreme tribunal, which has 
fubjefted all nations to its inquifition. Compofed 
of twelve Peers or Fathers of the Order *, it is pre- 
fided over by the General ; and, under the name 
of Areopagites, it becomes the common centre of 
communication from the adepts of all nations, 
as the National is the centre of one particular 
nation, the Provincial of one province, the Local 
Superior of the Lodges of his diftrift, the Mi- 
nerval Mafter of his academy, the Venerable of his 
Mafonic Lodge and, finally, as the Infinuator or 
Recruiter is of his novices or candidates. Thus, 
from the firft ftep to the pinnacle of the Order, 
every thing is connected and gradually afcends by 
means of the Quibus Lkets, Solis and Primes. — 
Every thing that happens in each nation gradually 
afcends to the National, and from thefe Directors 
all is tranfmitted to the centre of all nations, to 
the fupreme council of the Areopagites, and the 
General in chief, the univerfal Dire ft or of the 
Confpiracy. ■ 1 

The grand point, therefore, to be obferved in 
the Code concerning the National Direftor is, his 
direft correfpondence with the Areopagites. It is 
evident from the terms expreffed in the general 
plan of the government which the Seft reveals to 


* Philo’s Endliche crklarung. Page 119. 
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its Regents : * ** In every nation there fliall be a 

National Director aflociated and in direCt com- 
* f munication with Our Fathers, the firft of whom 
* e holds the helm Of the Order This accounts 
for the injunction given to the Provincial, to make 
frequent and exaCt returns to the National Di- 
rector of every thing that may take place in his 
province j to have recourfe to him on all doubt- 
fol ocCalions, or in cafes of elpecial importance j 
and never to take any Hep in politics without 
having firft confiilted him f. This explains why , 
the choice of thole adepts which are to be ad- 
vanced to the political degree of Regent, or to 
the PrefcCtlhips of diftriCts J, is left to the option 
of the National, or even the nomination of the 
Provincials §. This informs us why all the Quibus 
Licet s of the Regents are relerved to the Di- 
rector, tha^ is to lay, that all the fecrets of their 
political dilcoveries may more certainly reach the 
hands of him who is to leave no fecret. hidden 
from the Fathers of the Order g. 

Such then are the rights of, fuch the laws for 
the National InfpeCtor of Illuminifm •, and fo great 
is the importance which the SeCt attaches to this 
office. To him are forwarded all the fecrets of 
the Brethren fpread throughout the provinces, the 

* DirtSitni Sjtem, No. 4. f Ibid. No. 10 and 11. 

} IbifL No. 15 and 23. $ Ibid. No. 9. || Ibid. No. 22. 

Vol.III. Cc Courts, 
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Courts, or towns ; to him are Tent all the projects, 
all the reports on the fucceftes gained by, or 
dangers impending over the Order j on* the pro- 
grefs of its plots ; on employments, dignities, 
and powers to be acquired for the adepts ; on the 
candidates to be rejected, the enemies to be. 
crufhed, the councils and ftate offices of princes 
to be feized. To him, in fhort, are reported all 
the means which can retard or accelerate the fall 
of the Altar and of empires, the diforganization 
of every church and ftate within his infpeftion. — 
It .is by means of his direft correfpondence, and 
that of his Co-nationals, that the difcoveries of 
the Scrutators, the political plans of the Brethren, 
the (peculations of the plodding geniufes of the 
Order, the plans propofed and debated in the 
councils of Princes, and every thing, in fhort, 
which can weaken or ftrengthen the opinion of 
the people ; which is to be forefeen or hindered, 
to be anticipated or haftened in each town, court, 
or family, are concentrated, and fubje&ed to the 
views of the fupreme council of the Seft. Hence 
no fovereign, no minifter of ftate, no father of a 
family, no man in the bonds of the moft intimate 
friend fhip, can fay. My fecret is my own, it has 
not, it will not, come to the knowledge of the 
Areopagites. By means of thefe fame National 
Direftors too, we behold all the orders of the 
Illuminizing Peers gradually defcending to the 
6 
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adepts of all nations, of all provinces, academies, 
and lodges, whether Mineryal or Masonic •, and 
immediately re-afcending through thefe fame Na- 
tionals an exalt ftatement to the Areopagites in 
what manner each command has been executed. 
It is by the Nationals too, that the fupreme 
council is informed of the negligent Brethren 
who need to be ftimulated, of the tranfgrelTors 
and ftubborn adepts who deferve punifhment, ahd 
ftand in need of being reminded that they have 
lworn to fubmit both, their lives and fortunes to 
the commands of the high Superiors (the un- 
known Fathers) of the Areopagites. In vain 
would the Sell: ftrive to conceal the laws which 
the code lays down for thefe Infpeltors. After 
what the reader has already feen of the laws of 
the Order, he muft naturally conclude that fuch 
are evidently the myfteries comprehended in 
thole words, ‘There jhall be in each empire a Na- 
tional Director ajfociated or in direct correjpondence 
noith the Fathers of the Order. 

With refpelt to the laws and interidr economy 
of the councils, • it is eafy to be conceived, that 
the Sell: has fucceeded in encompalfing them with 
impenetrable darknefs. Some few rays of light, 
however, have been caft on it, and that by the 
Fathers themfclves. 

In the firft place, we fee Philo- Knigge, in his 
Apology, fpcaking as follows of thefe fupreme 

Cc 2 magif- 



388 


THE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY, 


magiftrates of IUuminifin : “ Their labours, with 
ct regard to the parts purely fpeculative, were to 
“ have in view the knowledge and the tradition 
“ of all the important, holy, and fublime dif- 
** coveries to be made in the religious myfteries 
,f and in the higher philofophy. Twelve Areo- 
“ pagites only are to compofe this tribunal j and 
“ one of them is to be the chief. When any 
“ one of the members dies, or retires, his fuc- 
** ceflor is chofen from among the Regents*.” 
This general idea given by Knigge of the Su- 
preme Council, is indeed myfterious ■> but he could 
fcarcely be expe&ed to fublijh more, knowing 
as he did the fate wfiich awaits thofe who betray 
the fecrcts of the Seft. He has, however, at leaft 
laid enough to give us clearly to underftand, that 
all the religious and philolophical or rather im- 
pious and fophifticated {peculations of the Epopts, 
perpetually perverting the fciences and operating 
the extui&ion of all religious ideas, are' concen- 
trated within the council of the Arcopagites j we 
have feen them combining, digefting, approving, 
or rejecting thofe flans of a new religion which the 
Mages are directed to invent, and which the Sedfc 
means incontinently to give to the world. 

In his familiar correipondence, Spartacus {peaks 
more openly and with greater latitude to his be- 

* Laft Qbfcrvation* of Philo, Pago 115. 

I 
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loved Cato. Therein it appears, that anti-religious 
lyftems donot alone employ the meditations of the 
Fathers j for, fbon after having mentioned the 
objedt of thofe Quibus Licets in which the young 
adepts were to give an account of the prejudices 
they might have difeovered in themfelves, which 
of them predominated, and how far they had fiic- 
ceeded in deftroying them, he proceeds to fay, 
“ It is by thefe means that I difeover fuch of 
Cf our Order as have the proper dilpofitions for 
<f adopting certain fpecial dodtrines, and more 
“ elevated, on governments and religious opi- 
** nions He then continues i “ tfhe maxims 
“ and politics of the Order are completely ex- 
** plained in the end. Here, in the Supreme 
“ Council , they project and examine the plans to 
“ be adopted for gradually enabling us to attack 
“ the enemy of reafon and human nature per- 
** Jonally ( auf den leib ). Here alfo the mode of 
.introducing fuch plans into the Order is dif- 
" cuffed, and it is decided to which Brethren they 
" are to be entrufted, and how far each one can 
“ be employed in their execution, in proportion 
** to the infight given to him j-,” 

The 

* Aus d if fen kann ich erfehen welche geneigt find gewifji? 
fonderbare ftaats lehren, weiters hinauf religions meynungen 
anzunehmen. 

f Und am end folgt die totale einficht in die Politic und 
maximen des Ordens. In diefen oberfien Ctn/eil, werden die 

Cq 3 projeft 
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The reader is already too well acquainted with 
the maxims and policy of Illuminifm, not to join 
with me in faying, Here then is the grand objeft 
of this Supreme Council of the Se& ! It is in 
that dark recefs that all thofe artifices are devifed. 
for tendering the diforgauizing fyllems of Equa- 
lity and Liberty familiar to the Illuminizing adepts} 
There is exaftly afcertained the proportion which 
each clafs of the Brethren can bear in this uni- 
verfal deftru&ion of religion* empire, fociety, and 
property ; there again is the day anxioufly fought 
and the means prepared, for hereafter throwing 
off the mafk, and attacking perfonally the de- 
fenders of religion, laws, and property, as fo many 
enemies to reafon and humanity ; there concen- 
trate all the declarations, the reports, the plans of 
all the Brethren difjperfed throughout the univerfe, 
that the Seft may judge of its own ftrength, 
and compare it with that of the friends to the 
Altar and the Laws. To fum- up all, it is there 
that the artifices and means are determined on, 
and the merits and powers of the higher adepts 
are inveftigated prior to their being entrufted with 


project entworfen, wie den feinden der vernunft and Menfch- 
lichkeit nach und nach auf den leib zu gehen feye : Wie die' 
/ache unter den Ordens mitgliedern einzuleiten, wen es anzu- 
vertauen ? Wie ein jeder a proportion feiner einficht kanne 
dazu gebraucht werden. — Original Writings , Letter to Cato- 
Z'wack, io tb March , 1778. 
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that part of the grand confpiracy to which their 
abilities are beft adapted. Let the ready re- 
member, that it is not a ftranger to the Sett 
who has thus defcribed the Areopage ; it is the 
grand Legiflator of Illuminifm himfelf. Can we 
any longer Hand in need of the regulations for 
this council ? No j' we well know what they muft 
be j we know that impiety, and the moll/ con- 
fummate arts in feduttion and fedition, are to be 
their leading features ; we further know, that its 
members muft refemble Weilhaupt himfelfj be- 
fore they can be permitted to lit with him in 
council. What other bond of union do they 
need, be fide the machination of the molt hideous 
plots, the juft or unjuft means of forwarding the 
interefts of the Sett as much as circumftances will 
permit, and the enfuring of fuccefs by the bjackeft 
and molt profound artifices that depravity can in- 
vent. The fertile genius of the Legiflator, how- 
ever, would not commit the fuccefs of the leaft of 
his crimes to chance. He attempted to Iketch a 
code of laws for his Areopagites, and for any fu- 
ture Spartacus that might iiicceed to him. The 
code contains but a Jketcb of what he calls laws 
ad interim. It is to be found in the ninth fettion 
of the firft volume of the Original Writings, and 
is addrtfled to the Areopagites. Many, other paf- 
lages of his letters relate to the fame objett. 
I have tranfcribed the following articles:— 

C c 4 ’The 
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5* The Areopagites lhall form the Supreme 
Council (literally, the Supreme College).— Their, 
occupations (hall relate to affairs of the greateft 
importance, and they fhall pay little or no atten- 
tion to fuch as are lefs effential.— They may re? 
crust, it is true ( konnen fie zwar recroutiren) ; that 
is to fay, they may entice Candidates into the 
Order; but they muft leave the care of their in- 
ftrudtion to fome intelligent adept. From time tat 
time they will vifit thefe Candidates, to infpire 
them with frefh ardour, to Simulate their zeal— 
They will be particularly careful in feeing that the 
progrefs and method pf our Illuminees is every 
where uniform — They will more particularly watch 
over Athens (Munich, the principal Lodge after 
that of Ingolftadt, where Weifhaupt refided at the 
time he wrote thefe inftrudtions). They will make 
no reports concerning that Lodge to any body but 
Spartacus. They will fend monthly a ftatement 
of all the principal events, a fort of Qazette ( Ein, 
art von Zeitung), to the Brethren ( Confcii) ; that is 
to fay, to thofe only who are initiated in the laft 
fecrets. But (continues Weifhaupt) nota bene , this 
pazette as yet has been no more than our com- 
mon journal; the Confcii muft compofe one for 
the ufe of the Areopagites.-; — Thefe latter will 
labour at projects, ameliorations , and other objects 
of a fimilar nature, which are to be made known 
to the Confcii by circular letters. They are the 
5 people. 

i « ' ’’ 
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people who are to bear a part of the weight pf 
the general cor refponden ce—T hey are not allow- * 
ed to open the letters of complaint ( die litteras 
gravatoriales ) j that is to fay, thofe containing any 
complaints againft them, Thefe are to be tranf- 
mitted to the genera], to Spartacus , as a fure 
means ofinforming him that they fulfil their duty. 
This inftruftion being only provifional, and rela- 
ting. fblely to the Areopage, fhall not be circu- 
lated ; bpt the council will take a copy and fend 
back the Original to Spartacus *. 

5* The aflembling pf the council is to be regu- 
lated according tp the feafts marked in the calen- 
dar pf the Order, ( Nacb dem calehdario Illumina- 
tor um an Or dens fefien J. But this was foon found 
to be inefficient, and Weiffiaupt exhorts his Are- 
ppagites to meet in their fenate every poft-day, and 
at the hour of the delivery of the letters.” 

Short as this fketch of a Code for the Areopa- 
gites may feem, it clearly denotes the efience of 
their functions, and fhows how they are to aft as 
a central point for the whole Seft. A grand 
cjueftion was ftill undecided when Spartacus gave 
thefe laws to the council •, which was nothing lefs 
than. Whether Spartacus was to preferve a legifla- 
tive and fovereign power over the Members of 
this Council, limilar to that authority which they 

5 Extrafts from the Inftrudtion to Cato, Marius, and Sci- 
yio. Original Writings, Vol.I. Seft. ix. 
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» were to exercife over the reft of the Order?—' 
Great Confpirators Will feldom brook controul 
even by their fellows. They will be equal among 
themfelves and in their dens of conlpiracy. Spar- 
/tfiw-Weifliaupt was naturally of a defpotic difpo- 
fition. His Areopagites for a long time com- 
plained of it*. But he contended, that as foun- 
der, he had the indefeafible right of giving to 
the aflociation thole laws and regulations which he 
judged neceffary for its perpetuation. He loon, 
indeed, repented of the decilion he had given 
againft himfelf in favour of his Senate, “ That 
u the plurality of votes lhould dictate the eternal 
“ laws of the Se£t” ( Lex Jemper valitura J-f. Not- 
withftanding thefe complaints of the Areopagites, 
however. He Ipeedily found means of re-inftating 
himfelf in that authority, the privation of which 
only thwarted his artful conceptions, by fubje&ing 
them to the opinions of perfons lels confunamate 
in the confpiring arts than their matter. He 
fometimes fubmits to the juftification of his con- 
duct; but that is the very moment in which the 
reader lhould obferve him artfully reclaiming all 
the rights and pretending to the exercife of unli - 
mited defpotifm, though his cant appears to reject 
the very idea of it. Addrefling his opponents in 
the lhape of his pupils, he recalls to their minds 

* Letters of Philo to Cato and lait Obfervations of Philo. 

f Letter of the 8th November, 1778. 
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the monftrous fervices he has rendered them in 
their youth, as fo many benefactions of the moft 
tender friendihip, and afks them " of what they , 
can in their confcienpes complain ?” <c When (fays 
he) did you ever obferve harlhnefs or haughtineis 
in my conduct, with refpeCt to you? When did 
I ever affume the tone of Matter ? Is it not rather 
with an excels of confidence, of goodnefs, of open- 
nels with my friends, that I may be reproached?” 
—When’ in this manner Weiihaupt has capti- 
vated his Areopagites, he comes to the point 
ce Read then (he fays) my letters over and over 
“ again. You -will therein perceive that the 
* f grand objeCt of our Society is not a thing of 
** fmall confequence for mej that I know how to 
u view it, and treat it alio, in the moft ferious 
“ manner; that TSi^ve always aimed at the 
ft eftablHhment of order, fubmiifion, difeipline, 

<c and aCtivjty, as the foie means that can lead you 
* f to the grand objeCt. In undertaking a work 
“ of fucH vaft importance, was I not obliged by 
“ prayers, exhortations, and advice, to maintain 
“ and ftimulate the ardour of my firft, my deareft. 

“ companions,' on whom every thing depended? 

“ —If I wiih to keep the fupreme direction in my 
u own hands, hear my reafons, which are moft cer- 
“ tainly of great weight : 

“ In the firft place, I muft neceflarily know 
“ with whom I have to deal, and muft be afeer- 

“ tained 
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“ tuned of the fidelity of our people j and, to 
tc effe&uate this, I am not to receive reports 
f( from a fixth hand, or perhaps one (till more 
“ remote, on the execution of my plans, which 
“ have been approved of by the EleCt of our 
“ Myfteries ... In the next place, ate I net the 
<f ConftruStor of this grand Edifice? Is there no 
“ relpeCt due to me ? ... . When my fyftem (hall 
“ be completed, will it not be neceffary for me 
“ to infpeCk the whole, and keep every man at 
** his ftation ? It is a great and radical defeat in a 
“ fociety, where a Superior Is dependent on the In- 
“ feriors, as it has been attempted to render me. 

** But, to lhow you how much I value the 
c< friendlhip of my former friends, above all the 
“ authority I may exercife over others, I re- 
<f nounce all my rights, all my authority. Ac- 
** cept my warmeft acknowledgements for all 
“ your paft labours and patience. I flatter myfelf 
f< they have been hurtful to nobody, and that 
“ many have acquired from me lights on fee ret 
“ focieties which they would not eafily have found 
“ elfewhere. The purity of my intentions is my 
<c confolation and my rccompenfe. From this 
“ inftant I betake myfelf to obfeurity and repole, 
“ where I lhall not meet with zealous and envious 
“ opponents. There I lhall be my own matter, 
and my own fubjeCt V’ 

f Original Writings, Vol. I. Seft. 49. 

Thq 
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' The Illuminizlng Defpot thus artfully pleaded 
his caufe. The Areopagites were impatient of 
his authority, but at the feme time felt the want 
of fo diforganizing a genius ; and that they might 
not be deprived of its co-operation they reproach- 
ed the Legiflator with the extinction *of his zeal.— 

The fire, however, was only hidden beneath the 
embers; they once more fubmit to the yoke of 
their former chief, who, inflamed with zeal, dic- 
tates the iconditions on which alone he will t deign 
to place himfelf once more at their head. Every 
thing is worthy of being remarked in them. The 
haughty fpirit in which they are conceived, the, 
nature, objeCt, and extent of the power he afiumes 
over the Supreme Council and EleCt of the Order, 
are all worthy of our attentive notice. 

“ I begin (lays he) by telling you before hand, 
that it may not any more be a fubjeCt of furprize, 
that I will be more fevere than ever. I will not 
overlook a Angle fault, and fhall in that refpeCb 
l?e much more ftriCt toward perfons whom I 
know than toward thofe with . whom 1 am not fo 
familiar. My objeCt and views require it. And 
to whom would you have me addrefs myfelf, if 
not to the chiefs of the Order, fince they alone 
are in direCt correfpondence with me i That 
things may fucceed, it is necefTary that we fhould 
be actuated but by one opinion, one fcntiment, 
and be acquainted but with one language 1 And 

how 
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how can that be accomplifhed, if I cannot freely 
Ipeak my mind to our people ? I will then re-af- 
iume my poft of General on the following condi- 
tions : 

<c I. That you will execute neither more nor 
“ lefs than what I lhall command. I lhall expeCt 
** it in future ; at lealt, ihould any change be 
** thought neeefiary, I am to receive previous 
<f notice of it. 

** II. I expeCt that every Saturday a proper re- 
** port lhall be fent to me of every thing that has 
** taken place during the week, and that it lhall be 
** in the form of Minutes ligned by all the Ele& 
“ prelent. 

w III. That I lhall be informed of all the 
c< Members that have been recruited, or perfons 
<f that are to be recruited, with an outline of 
“ their characters ; and let fome particulars con- 
“ cerning them be added when they are admit- 
u ted. 

“ IV. That the ftatutes of the clafs in which 
<c you labour be punctually obferved, and that no 
“ difpenfations be granted without previous in- 
“ veltigation. For Ihould each one take upon 
“ himfelf to make fuch changes as he pleafed, 
** where would be the unity of the Orders— 
“ What I exaCt from you, you lhall exaCt from 
“ thofe that are fubjeCt to you. If there be no 

« order 
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<e order and fubordination in the higher ranks, 
« there will be none in the lower*." . 

It was on the 25th of May 1779, that Weif- 
haupt dictated thefe laws to his Areopage. A 
fifth condition feems to have made them merely 
provifional, and to have entrufted the defpotic 
power in Weifhaupt’s hands only until the Order 
had acquired a proper confiftency ; but he took 
care not again to lofe the newly-acquired fupre- 
macy, though the Areopagites ftill regretted the 
lofs of their Ariftocracy, and the being redu- 
ced to be the mere agents or prime minifters of 
the Spartacus of the Order. But let us attend to 
that Spartacus , who has .always reprefented the 
moft legitimate authority as an outrage on human 
nature. Let us hear him invoking Machiavel in 
fupport of that which he wifhes to exercife over 
the Order. He pleads his own caufe with Zwack, 
who is alfo jealous of his Mafter, by fhowing 
all the diforder it occafioned, by every body 
wifhing to introduce his own ideas into the Order, 
and then quotes the following pafTages from Ma- 
chiavel : “ It muft be laid down as a general rule, 
“ that it feldom or never happens that any Go- 
“ vernment is either well-founded at firft, or tho- 
<c roughly informed afterwards, except the plan be 
“ laid and conducted by one m^n only, who has 
“ the foie power of giving all orders and making 

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Letters 49 and 50. 

“ all 
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u all laws that are neceflary for its eftablifhmCrit: 
“ A prudent and virtuous Founder of a States 
* c therefore, whofe chief aim is to promote the 
“ welfare of many rather than to gratify his own 
** ambition^ to make provifion for the good of 
“ his country, in preference to that of his heirs or 
** fucceflbrs, qught to endeavour by all means to 
“ get the fupreme authority wholly into bis bands : 
“ nor will a reafonable man ever condemn him 
** for taking any meafures (even the moft extra- 
“ ordinary, if they are neceflary) for that purpofe s 
“ The means indeed may fern culpable > but the end 
“ will juflify him if it be a good onej — for he 
** only is blameable who ufes violence to throw 
<( things into confufion anddiftradtion j and not 
“ he. who does it to eftablifh peace add good 
“ Order. ” After this long quotation which W eif- 
haupt has made from a French tranflation of Ma- 
chiavel. Chap. IX. Difcourfes upon thefirfi Decad of 
Livy , be continues in a forrowful tone: “ but I 
** have not been able to obtain fo favourable a 
** decifion. The Brethren have viewed that which 
“ is but a neceflary law in the art of governing, 
“ in the light of ambition and a third of domi- 
tf nion*.” In the midft of this contention for 
power, he felt himfelf fo fuperior in the art of 
governing confpiring afiociations at leaft, that he 

• Original Writings, Vol. II. Let. 2, to Cato. 
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did not hditate at writing to his Areopagites, As 
to politics -and morality , Gentlemen , you muft confefs 
that you are as yet at a great difiance behind me*. He 
at length lucceeded in perlbading them, that it was 
neceflary that lhe General of the Order Ihould 
alfo, as prefident’of the Areopagites holding the 
helm of the Order , be the abfolute dire&or f . 

Weilhaupt, who left nothing relating to the 
diforganizing arts in an imperfect ft ate, muft, no 
doubt, have compofed inftruftions to guide his 
fucceffors in the exercife of their fiipremacy, and 
to teach them how to make the fame ufe of it 
which he intended. But the reader will eafily 
conceive, that thefe never could have efcaped the 
vigilance of the Seft, nor pierced the dark cloud 
with which it had enveloped itfelf. It may even 
be polfible that Weifhaupt had not fufficient con- 
fidence in his Areopagites to entruft them with 
the entire plan. Throughout the whole hierarchy 
of Illuminifm the lower degree is entirely igno- 
rant of the particular inftruftions of the fopefior 
degrees; and why (hould not Weilhaupt, who 
wilhed to perpetuate his diforganizing genius in 
all the fucceeding Generals, have followed the 
fame plan? He undoubtedly diftated laws and 
rules for their conduct, gave them rights which 
were to maintain both themfelves and their Areo- 

• Ibid. Let. M. f General Plan of the Order, No. 5. 

Vot. Ill, D d pagites 
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pagitcs in their hierarchal fuperiority, and fecond 
them in the purfuit of their grand object; and 
thefe were entitled Inftructions for the General of 
the Illuminees. No hiftorian can flatter himfelf 
with the difeovery of fuch a code of artifice and 
cunning ; the moft unrelenting wickednefs and 
hypocrify had invented it; and genius alone can- 
not pretend to dive into fuch fecrets. The hif- 
torian can only pretend to colleft thofe articles 
which are to be found in Weilhaupt’s familiar 
correfpondence, or in other parts of the code or 
writings of the Se£t. Were we to throw this 
compilation into the form of inftru&ions, the 
following might be nearly the refult of our re- 
fearch. 

I. The General (hall be chofen by the 
twelve Peers of the Areopage, on the plurality 
of votes*. 

II. The Areopagites can only eledfc one of 
the members of their fenate for General ; ( ein 
aus ihrher mitte gewabltes oberhaupt ) ; f that is 
to fay, a man who has fufficiently diftinguifhed 
himfelf among the Regents to be admitted among 
the twelve fupreme adepts of Illuminifm, and 
who has afterwards made himfelf fo eminent in 
their council, that he is judged to be the firft 
Illuminee in the world. 


• Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 1 19. f Ibid. 

5 III. The 
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III. The adept is fuppofed to poffefs qualities 
requifitc for a General in confequence of thofe 
he may have evinced before he was called to the 
Supreme Council. As he is to prefide over the 
whole Order, he muft (more than any body elfe) 
be imprefied with the principle of the founder, 
and be divefted of all religious, political, or 
national prejudices. The grand objedt of the 
Order muft be more particularly inculcated into 
him, namely, that of teaching the whole univerfe 
to fet afide all government, laws, and altars; 
and he muft perpetually attend to the grand 
interefts of human nature. His zeal is to be fti- 
mulated at the fight of every man who is fub- 
jedted to any authority. It is to reinftate the inha- 
bitants of the earth in their original Equality and 
Liberty that he is conftituted General of all the 
Illuminees that are or will be lpread over the 
world during his reign, all labouring at the ac- 
compliftiment of the grand revolution of ■ the 
Man-King *. 

IV. The General fliall have immediately under 
him the twelve Peers of the Supreme Council, 
and the various agents and fecretaries which he 
lhall judge neceffary to fecond him in the exercife 
of his fundtions f. 

V. The better to fecure himfelf from the 
notice of the civil and ecclefiaftical powers, he 

• See the Myfleries. f See above. 

D d a mapr 



404 THjr 4JJT«0CIAL CONSPIRACY. 

may affume, after the example of the founder, 
lome puhlic office under the very Powers the 
annihilation of which is to be bis fple objeft. 
But he will be only known to the Areopagites 
and to his agents and fecretaries in his quality 
of General *. The better to conceal the refi- 
dence of the General, the town where he has 
fixed will have three names. The common name 
known to all ; the geographical one peculiar to 
the Order ; and a third known only to the Areo- 
pagites and the Confcii or Eledtf. 

VI. Our -fiiccefs greatly depending on the 
moral conduct of the Areopagites, the General 
will pay particular attention to prevent all public 
fcandals which might hurt the reputation of the 
Order. He will reprefent to them in the ftrongeft 
colours how much bad example will contribute 
to alienate from the Order the minds of perions 
who might otherwife prove its moft ufcful mem- 
bers 

VII. The better to preferve that refpedt which 
virtue commands from inferiors, the General will 
affume the character of auftere morals. That he 
may always have the grand object prefent to his 
mind, and be wholly occupied with the duties 
he has to fulfil, let him never lofe fight of that 

• Orig. Writ. Spartacus’s Letters, paffim, et fupra. 

f Orig. Writ. Vol. I. Seft. 3. J lb. Vol. II. Let. 9 & to. 
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great maxim io frequently inculcated in his letters 
by the founder, as the leading feature to which 
he owed all his fucceffes : Multum fudavit et alftt , 
abftinuit verier e et vino : He neither feared heat nor 
cold ; he dbfiained from wine and women , that he 
might always be mafter of his fecret, always 
be mafter of himfelf, and prepared for all exi- 
gencies where the interefts of the Order might - 
require it*. 

VIH. The General fhall be the central point 
for the Areopagites, as the latter are for the whole 
body of Uluminees ; that is to fay, each Areo- 
pagite holding correfpondence with the National 
Infpeftors is to make a report of all the Quibus 
Licets fent, and of all the fecrets difcovered by 
the correfpondirig Infpe&or; the fecrets thus 
flowing from all parts will ultimately fettle under 
the eye of the General f. 

IX. The functions -of the General, and the 
fuccefs of his difpofitions, greatly depending on 
the information he receives by means of this 
correfpondence, he will diftribute it among his 
Areopagites, aligning to each that of a particular 
nation whofe Infpeiftor is to tranfmit all his re- 
ports to him 

X. The principal heads of this correfpondencei 
fhall be — ift, The number of the brethren in 

* Ibid. Vol. I. Let. 16, &c. f Vide fupra. 
t Ibid. Vol. II. Let. 6 , 13, &c. 

Dd 3 general. 
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general, that the force of the Sett may be afeer- 
tained in each nation. — 2 dly, Thofe brethren who 
diftinguifh thenifelves the moft by their zeal and 
intelligence. — 3dly, Thofe adepts who hold im- 
portant offices about the Court, in the Church, 
Armies, or Magiftracy : alfo what kinds of fer- 
vices might be expetted from or preferibed to 
them in the grand revolution which our Order 
was preparing for human nature. — 4thly, The 
general progrefs which our maxims and our 
dottrine were making in the public opinion . 
how far nations were prepa r ed for the grand 
revolution j what ftrength and means of defence 
ftill remained in the hands of the civil and ec- 
clefiaftical powers ; what perfons were to be 
placed or difplaced ; what engines were to be 
played off, to haften and fecure the fuccefs of our 
revolution j and the means neceffary to bind the 
hands of thofe who might refill *. 

XI. If from this correfpondence he fhould 
judge it neceffary to difmifs any of the brethren 
from the Order, (and all the rights recognized 
by the adepts as inherent in the Order, parti- 
cularly that of Life and Death being in the hands 
of the General) he will have to decide what 
further punilhment is to follow the ejettment: 

* See the different degrees and thq views with which the 
Sfuibus Lice/s and tablets, &c. &c. are written. 
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whether the culprit is to be declared infamous 
throughout all the lodges of the Order, or whe- 
ther the pain of death is to be pronounced againft 
him *. 

XII. The General, after having chaftifed the , 
imprudent, cowardly, and treacherous adepts, will 
turn his attention toward the difcovery of thofe 
brethren who may be bed fitted for feconding his 
views in each empire. Without making himfelf 
known to them, he will edablilh a line of com- 
munication between them. He will himfelf pre- 
pare the links of this immenfe chain after the 
manner laid down by our founder as the grand 
means of governing, from his myfterious centre,, 
all the diverging ramifications of the Sedt to the 
extremities of the earth ■, as a means of vivifying 
invifible armies in an indant, of putting them in 
motion, of directing their courle, and of irre- 
trievably executing* the mod adonilhing revolu- 
tions, even before the very Potentates whofe 
thrones are overturned have had time to furmife 
their danger. 

XIII. The ufe of the chain is obvious and 
eafy. To touch the fird link is all that is required. 

A fingle droke of a pen is the grand fpring that 
imparts motion to the whole. But the fuccefs 
depends on the choice of the time. In his hidden 

* Orig. Writ. Vol. II. Let. 8. et fupra. Oath of theNovice, 
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abode the General • lhall meditate the means, and 
catch the propitious moment. The fignal of uni- 
verfal revolution lhall not be given till a time when 
the combined force and inftantaneous efforts of die 
brethren (hall be irrefiftible. 

* The illuminizing General who lhall have ma- 
naged this chain with the greateft art, who lhall 
have fpread it both far and near, who lhall have 
imparted to it a fufficient power of adtion to bear 
away and overturn at a fingle effort every throne 
and every altar, all political and religious infti- 
tutions, and lhall ftrew the earth with the ruins 
of empires* — He will be the creator of the Man* 
King, foie king, foie fovereign of his adfcions as of 
his thoughts. To that General is referred the 
.glory of confummating the grand revolution which 
has fo long been the ultimate objedb of our 
myfteries. 

Whatever proofs I may have adduced, thatr 
mult naturally lead my readers to fuch a con- 
dufion, it may neverthelefs be an objedt of 
furprife to them to fee that Weilhaupt had really 
planned this long chain of fubterraneous com- 
munications, by which himfelf and his fucce flora 
were empowered invilibly to actuate thoufands of 
legions, which inftantaneoufly, on a day preferibed, 
plight burft into exiftence armed with pikes and 1 
torches, and all the horrid implements of uni- 
verlal revolution. let my readers then call their 

eyes 
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eyes on this feries of progreffion, which- WeiftiaGpt 
has with his own hand traced in his letters, firft to» 
Ck/e-Zwack and afterwards to Cf^kr-Bader. Thr 
explanations are his own, and' let thexn be parti-- 
cularly attended to. 

« For the prefent, diredt nobody to me but 
« Cortez, that I may have fome leifure to digeft/"'" 

<r my fpeculations, and determine each one*s 
n place j for every thing depends on that. My 
“ operations' With- you ifaall be direfted by the* 

«* following table: 


O 



oooo oooo oooo oooo 


“ Immediately under me 1 have two adepts, 
“ into whom I infufe my whole fpirit ; each of 
** thefe correfponds with two others, and fo on. 
“ By this method, and in the fimpleft way pof- 
“ Able, I can inflame and put in motion, thoufands 
“ of men at once. ■’ It is by fuch means that orders. 
«* are to be tranfmitted and political operations 
" carried on *. 

A few 

* I here feel it incumbent on me to infert the original 
text, to ihow that I do not exaggerate Weiihaupt’s meaning. 
The following are the terms in which he writes to Cato : — « 

“An 
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A few days after he writes to Cel/us -Badct t and 
tells him, <* I have fent to Cato a table (febema ) 
** fhowing how one may methodically and without 
€< much trouble arrange a great mul*i*ude cf men 
“ in the finejl order poffible. He will probably have 
** lhown it to you ; if he has not, a(k for it. Here 
“ is the figure ( then follows the figure ). 

“ The fpirit of the firft, of the molt ardent, of 
“ the molt profound adept daily and incefiantly 
ct communicates itfelf to the two A, A j by the 
* f one to B, B ; by the other to C, C : B B and 
“ C C communicate it to the eight following ; 
“ thefe to the next fixteen, from thence to the 
** thirty- two and fo downwards. I have written a 
<c long explanation of it all to Cato. In a word, 
“ every man has his Aide-Major , by wbofe means he 

<c An mich felbft aber verveifen fie dermalen noch keinen 
€t unmittelbar als den Cortez bis ich fchreibe, damit ich in- 
“ deflen fpeculiren, und die leute gefehiekt rangieren kann ; 
<c den davon hangt alles ab. Ich werde in diefer figur mit 
€c ihnen operi ren.” ( Here jlands the figure already infer ted above : 
ft he letters ABC allude to the explanation given in the Letter 
to Celfus). “ Ich habe zwey unmittelbar unter mir welchen 
tc ich meinen ganzen geift einhauche, und von diefen zweyen 
€ * hat wieder jeder zwey andere, und fo fort. Auf diefe art 
“ kann ich auf die einfachfte art taufend menfehen in bewe- 
gung und flammen fezen. Auf eben diefe art mufs man 
“ die ordres ertheilen, und im politifehen opieren.” Origin 
tial Writings, V oL II. Let. 8, to Cato , of the 1 6 th February, 
1782. ' It may be remarked that Weifhaupt’s ftyle is none of 
the pureft. 

(C imme* 
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t€ immediately a£ts on all the others . The whole force 
<€ fir ft ijfues from the centre and then flows back again 
" to it. Each one fubjetts, as it were, to his own 
cc perfon, two men whom he Je arches to the bottom , 
“ whom he obferves , difpofes, inflames, and drills, 
cc as it were, like recruits, that they may here- 
c4 after exercife and fire with the whole regiment. 
€€ The fame plan may be followed throughout all 
a the degrees 

This 

* The original text of this letter is to be found in the 
Original Letters, Vol. II. Let. 13, to Cel/us without any date. 
It is as follows : €t Ich habe an Cato ein fcbema gefchickt, wie 
99 man planmaflig eine grofle menge menfchen in der fchon- 
9€ Hen ordnurg . . . abrichten kann ... Es ill diefe forme.” 

t€ Der geill des erltcn, warmllen, und einfichtfvollellen 
€t communicirt fich unaufhorlich und taglich an A A — A an 
99 B B : und das andere an C C — B B, und C C communi- 
€€ ciren lich auf die namliche art an die unteren 8. Diefe an 
• r die weitere 16, und 1 6 an 32, und fo weiter. An Cato hab 
<€ ich es weitlaufiger gefchrieben ; Kurz ! Jeder hat zwey 
€t fliigel adjutanten, wodurch er mittelbar in all iibrige wirkt. 
99 Im centro geht alle kraft aus, und vereignigt fich auch 
99 wieder darinn. Jeder fucht fich in gewifler fubordination 
€< zwey manner aus, die er ganz lludiert, beobachtet, abrich- 
99 tet, anfeuert, und fo zu fagen, wie recrouten abrichtet, 
99 damit fie dereinll mit dem ganzen regiment abfeuern und 
99 exerciren konnen. Das kann man durch alle grade fo ein- 
99 richten.” 

I do not find the long explanation mentioned as fent to Cato 
by Weilhaupt, nor do I remember to have feen it. It would 
molt certainly be curious, and we Ihould fee in a clearer light 

how 
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This is not a document which, like many others, 
flowed unintentionally from Weiihaupt’s pen, and 
which he left his difciples to colled:, in order to 
form the political Code — Give me lei/ure to digeft my 
/peculations , and to determine each one's place — It fa 
by fucb means that orders are to be tranfinitted, and 
political operations carried on, Thefe words evi- 
dently demonftrate, that it is not a provifional law 
which he is about to pronounce, but a premedi- 
tated one, that is to laft till that fatal period when 
whole legions, fired with his fpirit, are to be led 
to that terrible exercife for which he had fo long 
been drilling them j that time fo exprefsly fore- 
told by Weifhaupt and his Hierophants, when they 
were to tie bands t to Jubjugate, fire on, and van~ 
dalize the whole univerfe. 

When this fatal law lhall be fulfilled, then will 
the laft Spartacus fally forth from his baleful den, 
and triumphantly claim the fanguinary palm of 
murder and deftruftion from the Old Man of the 
Mountain, who would fcarcely have been worthy 
of being his precurfor. The earth loaded with the 
ruins of laws and empires j mortals blafpheming 
their God ; nations lamenting over their Confla- 
grating towns, their palaces, public monuments, 
and arts, and even their cottages, all overthrown j 

how he was to infufe his fpirit into and fire the minds of 
thoufands of men ; but ftill thefe two letters are proofs more 
than fufiicient for our purpofe 

fociety 
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lociety weeping over its laws:— fuch fhall be the 
light which the laft Spartacus will contemplate 
with joy, when he fhall exultingly exclaim, “ At 
length, my Brethren, the long-wilhed for day is 
come; let us celebrate the name, and dedicate 
this day as facred to the memory of Weifhaupt, 
our founder. We have confummated his grand 
myfteriesj no laws fhall exift, but thole of his 
.Order. Should nations be ever tempted to return 
to their voickedneJs t (to laws and fociety) this 
code, which has once deftroyed their bonds, may 
do it again. 

Will not hell vomit forth its legions to applaud 
this laft Spartacus , to contemplate in amazement 
this work of the Illuminieing Code ? — Will not 
Satan exclaim, <c Here then are men as I wilhed 
them. 1 drove them from Eden i Weifhaupt has 
driven them to the forefts. I taught them to of- 
fend their God ; he has made them reject their 
God entirely. I had left the earth to repay them 
for the fweat of their brow ; he has ftricken it 
with fterility j for it will be in vain for them to 
pretend to till and fow that which they fhall not 
reap. I left them in their inequality of riches j 
but he has fwept all away j he has deftroyed the 
very idea of property ; he has transformed man- 
kind into brigands. Their virtues, happinefs, and 
greatnefs under the proteding laws of fociety or 
of their country, was an objed of jealoufy to me ,* 

but 
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but he has curfed their laws and their country, and 
has reduced them to the ftupid pride and ignorance 
of the roaming, favage, and vagabond clans. In 
tempting them to fin, I could not deprive them of ' 
repentance and the hope .of pardon ; but Weif- 
haupt has taught them to feoff at crime and defpife 
repentance. Villany without remorfe, and hopclels 
misfortune, are all that he has left to the miferable 
inhabitants of the earth ! 

Meanwhile, before Satan fliall exultingly enjoy 
this triumphant fpedtacle, which the Illuminizing 
Code is preparing, let us examine how far fuccefs 
has hitherto attended on its footfteps — What ftiare 
it has borne in that revolution which has already 
defolated fo many countries and menaces fo many 
others — How it engendered that difaftrous mon/ter 
called Jacobin , raging uncontroulid, and almoft un- 
oppofed, in thefe days of horror and devaftation— 
In Ihort, what effedts this Code of the Illuminees 
has produced, and what effects it may produce. — 
This will be the objedt of the bifiorical part of 
the Sedt, and of the IVth and laft volume of thefe 
Memoirs. 


END OF THE THIRD PART. 
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